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ADVERTISEMENT. 


An  old  and  much  respected  friend,  the  Abbe  Gre- 
goire,  Bishop  of  Blois,  recently  sent  me  the  History 
of  the  First  French  Convention,  with  the  following  in- 
scription, written  in  English  with  his  own  hand  : 


"  Presented  by  the  Author,  To  t/ie  most  indefati- 
gable man  in  Britain  ;  and  to  the  man  in  Europe  of 
tJie  greatest  acquaintance." 

To  be  "  indefatigable,"  is  a  characteristic  of  the  Scot- 
tish nation  ;  and  a  person  who,  for  so  many  years,  has 
been  incessantly  occupied  with  public  transactions, — 
has  been  engaged  in  such  extensive  inquiries, — and  has 
travelled  so  much  in  foreign  countries,  must  have  "  a 
very  7iumerous  acquaintance."  The  inscription,  there- 
fore, was  in  some  degree  appropriate,  though  strongly 
expressed,  and  heightened  by  foreign  courtesy. 

But,  besides  a  mere  acquaintance,  there  is  perhaps 
no  private  individual,  who  bas  carried  on  a  more  ex- 
tensive correspondence,  with  so  great  a  number  of  dis- 
tinguished characters,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The 
truth  of  this  will  appear  by  the  following  selection  from 
my  Domestic  Correspondence,  and  the  reminiscences 

VOL.  I.  b 


VI  ADVERTISEMENT. 

connected  with  it ;  and  by  the  second  volume,  contain- 
ing my  Foreign  Correspondence^  which,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  better  elucidation,  I  propose  shall  be  accom- 
panied by  a  general  view  of  my  travels  on  the  Conti- 
nent. 

Some  may  be  inclined  to  censure  the  apparent  ego- 
tism of  a  publication,  which  has  necessarily  led  to  the 
mention  of  many  anecdotes  and  circumstances,  in 
which  the  Author  was  personally  interested,  and  to  a 
detail  of  whatever  services  to  his  country  he  conceived 
himself  to  have  performed.  But  I  was  apprehensive, 
that  no  other  individual,  was  likely  to  undertake  the  la- 
bour of  arranging  the  correspondence  of  a  life,  now  ex- 
tended to  seventy-seven  years,  or  could  do  it  with  equal 
advantage  \  and  I  felt  unwilling  to  risk  the  destruction 
of  so  many  documents,  expressing  the  opinions  of  a 
number  of  the  most  distinguished  characters,  both  of 
the  present  and  the  last  generation,  on  a  variety  of  in- 
teresting topics,  and  containing  several  important  facts 
and  disclosures,  which  throw  new  light  on  the  history 
of  the  times. 

The  extent  to  which  I  have  enlarged  upon  my  own 
public  labours,  will  readily  be  excused  by  the  candour 
of  the  reader,  who  will  reflect,  that  being  naturally  led 
to  touch  upon  this  subject,  I  could  not  but  be  anxious 
to  set  forth,  to  the  best  advantage,  any  exertions  I  have 
made  for  promoting  the  national  interests,  during  more 
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than  half  a  century,  and  of  submitting  them,  both  to  the 
consideration  of  my  friends  who  are  still  living,  and  to 
the  judgment  of  impartial  posterity. 

I  shall  only  add,  that  it  must  be  much  more  desirable 
to  peruse  a  number  of  letters,  written  by  a  great  va- 
riety of  persons,  than  a  collection  which  comes  from 
the  pen  of  the  same  individual.  In  the  latter  case, 
there  must  be  a  monotony  in  point  of  style  and  senti- 
ment ;  whereas  in  the  former,  especially  if  accompanied 
by  explanations  of  the  character  and  history  of  the  wri- 
ters, and  a  detail  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
transmission  of  each  separate  communication,  there  is 
likely  to  be  found,  a  succession  of  topics,  both  novel 
and  interesting. 

It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  plan  of  the  present 
work,  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  public. 


ISa  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  JoHN  SINCLAIR. 

June  18d0. 
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INTRODUCTORY  OBSERVATIONS, 

EXPLANATORY  OF  THE  SUBSEQUENT  CORRESPONDENCE,  AND 
CONTAINING  A  SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  AUTHOR  AND  HIS 
WRITINGS. 


As  it  is  desirable  to  have  some  acquaintance  with  the  his- 
tory of  an  author,  previous  to  the  penual  of  his  works,  and 
more  especially  as  it  would  be  hardly  possible,  either  to  enter 
into  tlic  spirit,  or  to  understand  tlie  nature,  of  the  letters  com- 
municated to  him,  unless  the  reader  be  previously  furnished 
with  some  bi(^raphical  details,  I  have  thought  it  necessary 
briefly  to  narrate  the  following  particulars  : 


I. BIRTH  AND  PARENTAGE  OF  THE  AUTHOR. 

I  was  bom  at  Thurso  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Caithness, 
North  Britain,  on  the  lOth  of  May  1754.  My  father,  George 
Sinclair,  Esq.  was  a  highly  respectable  country  gentleman, 
who  had  been  educated  under  the  charge  of  the  celebrated  Dr 
Isaac  Watts,  and  had  travelled  abroad,  in  company  with  Lord 
Sandwich,  (llie  Cabinet  Minister),  President  Dundas,  and 
other  ^tinguished  characters.  My  mother,  Lady  Janet 
Sutherland,  was  sister  of  William,  Earl  of  Sutherland,  descen- 
ded from  one  of  the  most  ancient  families  and  titles  in  Scot- 
land.     She  undertook  the  charge  of  the  family  estate,  and 


XVlll  INTRODUCTION. 

superintended  the  education  of  her  children,  who  lost  their  fa- 
ther when  I  was  only  in  my  sixteenth  year. 

2. EDUCATION  AND  PROFESSION. 

The  foundation  of  my  classical  knowledge  was  laid  at  the 
High  School  of  Edinburgh.  I  afterwards  attended  the  Uni- 
versities of  Edinburgh,  of  Glasgow,  and  of  Oxford,  and  have 
ever  since  been  persuaded  of  the  advantages  of  a  diversified 
education,  it  being  evident,  that  a  person  may  thus  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  the  world,  and  may,  at  the  same  time  be  instruct- 
ed, io  the  several  branches  of  study  to  which  his  attention  is 
to  be  directed,  without  the  one  acquisition  being  injurious  to 
the  other.  In  1775,  I  became  a  member  of  the  Faculty  of 
Advocates,  and  was  afterwards  called  to  the  English  bar,  with- 
out intending  to  practise,  either  there,  or  in  Scotland,  but 
merely  from  a  conviction,  that  he  who  is  likely  to  become  a 
legislator,  should  be  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  his  country, 
and  that  every  man  should  have  a  profession.  By  these  means 
I  acquired,  at  an  early  period  of  life,  a  numerous  acquaintance. 

3. — IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  FAMILY  ESTATE,  AND  THE  DIS- 
TRICT IN  WHICH  IT  IS  SITUATED. 

It  is  impossible  for  any,  but  those  who  have  been  compel- 
led to  make  the  attempt,  to  conceive,  the  numerous  difficul- 
ties to  be  encoimtered,  when  any  endeavour  is  made,  to  carry 
on  improvements  in  a  remote  and  previously  neglected  dis- 
trict, where  every  thing  is  to  be  done,  and  where  a  great  va- 
riety of  new,  and  important  objects  must,  at  the  same  time,  be 
attended  to.  They  who  live  in  a  part  of  the  island  that  has 
already  made  considerable  progress,  cannot  form  an  idea  of 
obstacles  which  must  be  surmounted, — ^when  towns  and  vil- 
lages must  be  erected,  as  centres  of  communication  and  busi- 
ness,— ^when  roads  and  harbours  must  be  made,  for  the  sake 
of  domestic  and  foreign  intercourse, — when  manu&ctures  or 
fisheries  must  be  established,  to  provide  employment  for  the 
surplus  population,  which  an  improved  system  of  agricul- 
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ture,  and'  the  enlargement  of  &nns,  necessarily  occasion,^ 
and  when  new  breeds  of  animals,  new  instrument!i  of  hus- 
bandry, and  persons  skilled  in  new  modes  of  cultivation,  must 
be  introduced  from  distant  parts  of  the  kin^om.  It  is  pos- 
sible, however,  by  unceasing  attention,  and  at  much  expense, 
successfully  to  carry  on  these  various  objects  at  the  same 
time.  The  one,  indeed,  has  a  tendency  to  promote  and  to 
eueourage  the  others.  The  spirit  that  is  excited  by  the  im- 
provement of  one  article,  rouses  a  similar  spirit  of  energy  in 
regard  to  others ;  and  a  new  race  of  people  is  gradually  form- 
ed, who,  from  a  state  of  torpor,  ignorance,  idleness,  and  its 
concomitant  poverty,  are  animated  to  exertion  and  inquiry, 
and  impelled,  to  obtain  by  their  industry,  the  acquisiuon  of 
wealth.  Tlie  various  obstacles  to  improvement  above  enu- 
merated, existed,  in  their  full  force,  in  the  remote  county  of 
Caitlmess,  the  most  northerly  on  what  may  be  called  the  conti- 
nent of  Scotland,  being  witliin  sight  of  the  Orkney  islands. 
When  a  spirit  of  improvement,  however,  was  once  introduced 
there,  it  was  followed  up  with  great  energy,  iu  regard  to  va- 
rious dejmrtmentu,  which  may  be  classed  under  the  following 
Leads:  1.  Roads  and  bridges;  '2.  The  erection  of  villages 
and  towns ;  3.  The  establishment  of  manufactures ;  4.  Im- 
provements in  agriculture ;  and,  5.  The  extensiDn  of  the 
fisheries.  In  carrying  on  tliese  improvements,  I  necessarily 
took  a  lead,  being  the  principal  proprietor,  and  the  representa- 
tive of  the  county  in  Parliament,  but  in  their  progress,  had 
tlie  advantage  of  being  powerfully  supported  by  several  re- 
spectable proprietors,  in  purdcular  by  the  late  Earl  of  Caith- 
ness the  Lord  Lieutenant,  an<l  by  James  Traill,  Esq.  of  Hob- 
bbter,  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  who  is  much  distinguished 
fur  his  public  spirit  and  intelligence.  As  it  may  be  of  use  in 
other  districts,  I  shall  briefly  state  the  different  measures 
which  were  then  taken,  for  the  benefit  of  Caithness,  under 
these  several  heads. 

I.  Roadt. — These  are  essential  for  the  improvement  of  any 
country ;  but  it  was  not  easy  to  introduce  them  into  a  district 
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where  the  climate  v/aa  wet,  and  the  soil  imttivourahle.  Tlie 
making  of  them  wafi  first  attempted  i>y  enforcing  statute  la- 
bour, every  individual  being  obliged  by  law,  to  work  at  the 
roads  for  six  days  iti  tlie  year ;  but  this  system  was  found  to  be 
inefficient  *.  An  act  was  therefore  procured,  for  converting 
the  statute  labour  into  money ;  and  afterwards,  even  turnpikes 
liave  been  introduced.  To  assist  in  making  the  principal  roads 
and  bridges,  some  public  aid  was  procured ;  and  with  such  zeal 
has  this  great  means  of  improvement  been  entered  into,  that  an 
act  has  been  procured  thb  year,  {an.  1830),  by  which  Caitli- 
ness,  considering  its  extent,  will  be  better  accommodated  witlt 
roads  than  any  county  in  Scotland. 

2.  Erection  of  Villages  mid  Towns. — No  district  can  tJirive, 
unless  villages  and  towns  are  established  in  it  A  scattered 
rural  population,  must  have  a  market  for  the  sde  of  their 
commodities,  and  a  place  where  they  may  be  supplied  witli 
the  articles  they  require.  In  this  respect,  the  county  of 
Caithness,  prior  to  the  year  1770,  was  extremely  deficient. 
Thurso  was  merely  a  small  fishing  village ;  and  Wick  had 
only  a  few  hundred  inhabitants ;  and  these  were  the  only  two 
collections  of  house^i  in  the  whole  country.  To  remedy  this 
great  disadvantage,  I  have  commenced  a  new  town  at  Thurso 
on  an  improved  plan,  which  though  it  has  not  made  much  pro- 
gress from  the  want  of  a  harbour,  ia  nevertlieless  a  great  orna- 
ment to  its  neighbourhood.  Villages  were  founded  at  Halkirlc 
and  Sarclett,  and  at  Castleton  and  Louisburgh,  by  two  respect- 
able proprietors  on  whose  estates  tliey  are  situated.  But  a 
settlement,  made  by  "  The  British  Fishing  Society,"  at  Pul- 

•  Ttua-G  VB9  ■  hill  called  tbe  Benechict,  silualed  in  tbe  centre  of  Uic  county, 
the  carrying  a  road  Ihrougb  which  waa  canaideted  10  b«  iuipradjcablc.  In  order 
to  gi»e  the  (jjnntrj  people  an  idea,  of  what  might  be  effected  by  eiertion  in  ma- 
king communications  easy,  a  road  was  lined  out,  above  twelve  hundred  people 
were  collecl«d  early  in  a  morning  in  July,  supplied  with  tools  and  proviuoDs, 
■nd  the  whole  extent  wm  made  it  one  dey.  TbU  coaiinced  the  people  of  what 
might  be  eflected,  in  regard  10  rosd  moldng,  by  unanimity  and  eierlion,  U)i] 
was  the  first  circumstance,  that  gave  ire  an  idea  of  the  practicability  oreBecling 
objeds  on  a  gnat  icak,  A  rood,  howeter,  made  so  rapidly,  could  not  be  dura- 
ble. 
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tency-town,  near  Wick,  lias  thriven  to  a  degrop,  which  ha-s 
exciteri  tlie  admiration  of  ali  who  have  seen  it  •. 

3.  MamtfartKrcs. — Some  t>n!iidie9  of  manufactures,  oh  a 
small  scale,  were  likt^uHse  eabiblished  in  Caithness.  The  linen 
trade  was  promoted  hytlicetvctian  of  a  blcHcii6(;ld;  and  a  wool- 
len manufacture  was  set  on  foot,  with  a  view  of  {iromoting  the 
new  village  of  lUkirk.  A  tannery,  a  brewery,  and  a  manufac- 
ture for  a^cultural  implements,  were  established  at  Thurso ; 
and,  in  September  lUOO,  the  mag^trates  of  tliat  town,  and  the 
gentlemen  in  its  neighbourhood,  unanimously  voted  an  address 
to  their  ropreftentative,  "  acknowledfjing  with  gratitude,  that 
amidst  other  purtiuits  of  a  more  extensive  tendency,  the  im- 
provement of  his  native  county  had  been  tlie  peculiar  object 
of  his  care  and  attention." 

4.  Ai/riailfiiral  improvfments. — A  considerable  portion  of 
Caithness  being  naturally  fertile,  rural  im proven) eitts  becaaie, 
of  course,  the  principal  objects  of  my  attention.  Their  intro- 
duction, however,  was  an  herculean  labour.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  clianpe  the  whole  system  of  cultivation  ;  to  bring  the 
fields  inn>  a  regular  shape,  and  inclose  them ;  to  promote 
(boning ;  to  introduce  the  culture  of  turnips,  and  of  sown 
grasses ;  and  to  impim'e  the  quality  of  the  grain.  All  this  has 
been  done  so  effectually,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thurso, 
that  there  is  not  a  finer,  or  better  culti\'ated  tract  of  country, 
in  any  part  of  Scotland.  Nothing,  however,  has  contributed 
more  to  the  improvement  of  the  hilly  parts  of  Caitlniess,  and 
of  the  neighbouring  districts  of  Sutheriand  and  Strathnaver, 
than  the  introduction  of  the  Cheviot  breed  of  sheep,  and  of 
south  country  shepherds  and  farmers  info  the  north.  In  the 
course  of  these  important  undertakings,  for  improving  both 
the  live  stock,  and  the  husbandry  of  Caithness,  I  was  under 
the  necessity  of  enlai^ng  a  nnmber  of  farms,  ^id  of  remo- 
ving a  number  of  ignorant  and  useless  occupiers,  which  oc- 

*  A  pUnDrPuUi:nef.town  wudrewuupby  Mr  Telford,  on  ■  snlc  wbich  it 

wilt  su|ipoHil  wnuld  liait-  tnken  gmeralioia  lo  fill  up.     But  it  hH  Utn  alrciidy 

rompleuljr  buill  upon  ;  oiiil  nn  olcnil^  iilnn  hut  been  Tound  rEqiiNitf.  Ilic  clr- 

mnncl  for  graund  lo  rrcM  ad>)>lioiial  homes  bnnij  wff 
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casioneil  an  invidious  attack  in  the  Englisli  newspapers.  This 
produced  a  public  declaration  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
the  otbcr  gentlemen  of  the  comity,  stating,  in  strong  terms, 
the  high  sense  they  entertained  of  the  agricultural  services  I 
had  performed  to  my  native  county, 

5.  Fislieries. — Tbis  brancb  of  industry  has  reached  a  degree 
of  prosperity  in  Caithness,  beyond  all  expectation,  principally 
owing  to  the  harbour  at  Wick,  for  the  erection  of  which,  I  pro- 
cured a  grant  of  £.7000  from  the  forfeited  estates  in  Scotland. 
There  never  was  a  sum  so  well  bestowed.  The  herring  fishery 
carried  on  in  the  town  of  Wick  and  its  neighbourhood,  exceeds 
any  thing  hitherto  known  in  Scotland.  A  scene  of  industry 
is  here  displayed,  no  where  to  be  surpassed.  Along  the  eastern 
coast  of  Caithness  alone,  not  less  than  fifteen  hundred  boats 
go  out  in  an  evening  to  carry  on  the  fishery,  and  above  a  hun- 
dred decked  vessels  have  been  seen  in  the  harbour  at  once, 
besides  twenty  or  thirty  at  anchor  in  the  bay.  Above  200,000 
barrels  are  caught  in  the  season,  the  very  refuse  of  which 
will  manure  several  hundred  acres  of  land.  A  new  harbour  is 
nearly  completed,  the  old  one  being  too  small  to  accommodate 
the  number  of  vessels  that  flock  to  it  from  various  parts  oF 
Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland.  Indeed  some  vessels  have 
come  from  Cornwall,  and  even  from  France,  and  the  Kanseatic 
Towns,  to  prosecute  the  fisheries  here.  Nothing  is  wanting, 
but  the  erection  of  a  breakwater  at  the  entrance  into  the  Bay 
of  Wick,  to  render  this  remote  district,  the  greatest  scene  of 
improvement  perhaps  in  Europe  '. 

The  result  of  these  endeavours  was  in  the  highest  degree 
salisfactary,  and  was  attended  with  this  extraordinary  circum- 
stance, that  on  an  accurate  comparison  between  the  two  last 
national  enumerations  in  1821,  and  the  preceding  one  in  1810, 
the  remote  coimty  of  Caithness  surpassed  all  tlie  other  eighty- 

■  of  ilie  cunricte  coulJ  not  be  «o  odvanUgcou^ly  employed,  bi  in 
the  erection  orUilb  break  voter,  for  tlie  adtanlagc  not  otily  oF  the  fl^heries,  but 
of  the  general  cominerre  ol  Uie  country  j  for  the  Baltic  trade  migl.t  liud  shelter 
there  in  Ihe  itormy  unsont  of  the  year ;  or,  in  time  of  war,  could  be  [irolecled 
/huo  ihr  risk  of  capture,  till  they  coutd  tcccItc  a  convoy. 
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five  districts  of  the  kingdom,  in  regard  to  that  great  criterion 
«f  national  prosperity,  (where  it  is  properly  regubted  and 
employed),  increased  population  *. 


4. IMPROVEMENTS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enter  into  the  various  measures 
adopted  for  promoting  the  improvement  of  Scotland  in  gene- 
ral, by  completing  a  statistical  survey  of  that  country, — by 
publishing  reports  of  tlie  agricultural  state  of  every  district  in 
it,-^by  the  establishment  of  a  society  for  the  improvement  of 
British  wool, — and  by  being  the  means  of  procuring  parlia- 
mentary grants  for  constructing  roads,  and  erecting  harbours, 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  under  commissioners  special- 
ly appointed  for  that  purpose. 

A  sense  of  the  advantages  derived  from  these  exertions,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  so  generally  felt,  that,  at  diiferent  public 
meetings,  the  thanks  of  the  following  twenty,  out  of  the  thirty- 
tliree  counties  in  Scotland,  were  voted  to  me : 


List  of  the  several  Counties  in  Scotland,  trhere  the  Freeholders 
und  Landmcners,  at  their  Michaelmat  Head  Coterts,  an,  1814, 
returned  their  thanks  to  the  Rigid  Honourable  Sir  John  Sin~ 
clair,  Bart,  for  his  pvblic 


KrgjU 


CwihnHi 

Elgin 

Kirkciidbrigfat 

Ct*cknn[»un 

Fife 

Penh 

c«™bit 

Forfiir 

Ro« 

H^ington 

Selkirk 

la   DUB.fri« 

15.  In»eni«. 

5. IMPROVEMENTS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN    AND  ITS  DEPEN- 
DENCIES, AND  ON  THE  CONTINENT. 

Having  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  establishment  of  a  Board 
of  Agriculture,  and  being  nominated  its  President,  I  was 
thence  enabled  to  promote  the  improvement,  not  only  of  Eng- 

*  The  increase  in  u>me  of  ihe  coitniiei  wiu  at  llie  ime  of  1  and  8  prr  ctnt., 
but  CsilhDcu  «u  ihe  sni;  district  io  the  kingdom,  where  il  imounled  to  i^ptr 
enf.     Tbe  West  Hiding  of  Yoikihire,  the  highetl  in  England,  wu  only  21  per 


load  and  of  Ireland,  but  of  all  the  dependencies  of  the  British 
empire,  in  both  hemispheres.  Indeed,  being  considered  in 
other  countries,  as  a  person  wlio  had  peculiarly  devoted  hia 
attention  to  the  prrpperity  of  agriculture  and  otlier  useful  pur- 
suits, I  had  the  honour  of  receiving,  on  that  account,  the 
most  flattering  testimonials  of  respect,  from  a  greater  number 
of  public  institutions  in  foreign  countries,  than  probably  has 
feUen  to  the  lot  of  almost  any  other  indi>'idual. 

List  ofJiiTniffTi  Difilontas  xettt  to  Sir  John  Sinchiir. 

TIlc  ICoyal  Society  of  Agriculture  m  Pons. 

Dijon  AeaAemj  Of  Scienro,  An*  ind  BcIIh  L>inre% 

The  Society  of  Sciences  and  Ana  at  Li>le. 

Society  af  Lb  Seine  Inferieur,  at  Roupn. 

The  Ceotral  Society  of  (he  DtparitMnl  dn  NorJ  in 

France. 
Agricultural  Society  of  GIteni. 
Itoyal  Academy  of  Berlin, 
Braiidenbur^h  Economical  Society. 
Agricultural  Society  of  Vienna. 
ImpctJal  ll^yal  Agriculluntl  Society  of  Siyiia. 
Leipiic  .Agricultural  Society. 
Wutlemberg  Board  of  Agriculture. 
Agricultural  Society  of  Zdl. 
Kojal  Society  of  Stockholm. 
Aeadnny  of  Agriculture  at  Stockholm. 
Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  Denmark. 
Literary  Society  of  Iceland. 
Imperial  Agricultural  Society  of  Uoacfilr. 
Free  Agricultural  Society  of  Russia. 
Florence  Agricultural  Society. 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
llisiorica]  Society  of  New  York. 
Pfailadel[ihia  Society  of  Agriculture. 
TTie  Maryland  Agricultural  Society  *. 
Agricultural  Society  of  Santa  Crui. 


5.  Saiony. 

6.  Wurtemberg. 
7>  GennaDy. 

B.  Sweden. 


1,S; 


la   Ruiisia. 
11.  Italy. 

IE.  UniMd  States. 

13.  Wen  Indira. 


25. 


*  Nothing  could  be  mure  grsliTyiiig  to  a  person  ambiliouB  of  reputation,  as  ■ 
benefactor  to  liis  fellow  creatures,  than  the  apprDbation  of  the  rising  emjHrc  of 
America.  To  have  ray  Code  of  Agriculture  reprinted  In  that  country, — to  haxe 
meilcd  there  a  degree  of  altention  to  that  useful  science,  navr/Hi  u  il  itfort, — 
to  have  been  tlie  means  of  esld>lisfaing  a  Board  of  Agriculture  in  the  United 
States. — and  to  have  been  the  correspondent  of  Washington,  on  lul^ects  con- 
nected with  the  culture  of  the  soil,  are  sufficient  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  any 
dne  who  has  deioted  himself  so  much  to  the  pursuit!  of  agriculture. 

It  is  singular,  the  strong  manner  in  which  foreigners  have  expressed  their 
respect  for  the  Author  of  the  Codeof  Agriculture,  by  bestowing  on  him  the  foL 
loving  elHlhets  : — "  Le  Pranier  Agronomt  de  tBurope  ;" — "  le  Patriurclu  dt 
^jfyria^n  Aiyhiit ;" — ■  k  Grand  Prdrtdt  Ctm" — '•  ttk  HtTotdeVErti. 
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6. — PARLIAMENTABY  PBOCEEDINGS. 

la  1760,  wlieu  in  thf  twenty-^ixtli  year  of  my  a^e,  I  was 
uiimiimoualy  elected  the  representiitive  of  my  niitive  county 
of  Caftlinc'ss,  and  coutinued  u  member  of  tlie  House,  with  the 
exception  of  a  short  int«rval,  till  July  1811,  a  period  of  near- 
ly thirty  years.  I  then  resigned  my  seat,  and  was  succeeded 
hy  my  eldest  aon,  George  Sinclair,  Esq.  Caithness  being  only 
alternatively  represented  in  tlic  British  I'arliametit,  I  wa^ 
whilst  its  turn  of  representation  ceased,  chosen  for  the  boroughs 
of  Lestwithiel  in  Cornwall,  and  of  Petersfield  in  Hampsliire. 

During  the  time  I  vas  a  member,  I  brought  forward  a  num- 
ber of  useful  measures,  which  I  either  proposed  myself,  or 
prevailed  on  the  minister  to  adopt. 

In  1762,  I  was  the  means  of  procuring  public  aid,  for  re- 
scuing from  the  liorrors  of  famine,  a  tract  of  country,  in  the 
northern  parts  of  Scotland,  inhabited  by  no  less  a  number  than 
110,000  eouls;  and  hy  the  measures  then  taken,  the  progress 
of  diMcase,  misery,  and  famine  was  happily  arrested. 

In  1793,  I  proposed  in  Parliament,  the  establishment  of 
a  Board  of  Agriculture,  an  institution  over  which  I  predded 
a  number  of  years,  and  to  which  the  country  is  in  u  great 
measure  indebted,  for  its  rapid  advancement  in  rural  and  agri^ 
cultural  aSairs.  A  common  fortres,?  was  thus  erected  for  the 
benefit  of  all  agriculturists,  to  which  each,  as  the  circuntstajiceB 
of  the  cose  might  require,  could  resort  for  advice  and  protetv 
tion.  By  means  of  this  innititutiun,  reports  were  drawn  up, 
describing  accurately  the  agricultural  state  of  every  county 
throughout  the  united  kingdom ; — above  *2,200,000  acres  were 
added  to  the  cultivatiou  of  the  kingdom, — and  several  useful 
laws  were  enacted. 

During  the  scarcity  that  prevailed  in  1795-6,  I  made  a 
motion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  state  oi  l/ie  iruxte  limd*  of 
the  kiRgdom  ;  and  strongly  recommended  a  general  bill  of  in- 
closure,  "  to  preclude  the  recurrence  of  a  similar  ciilamtty  in 
future ;  to  cut  up  famine  by  the  roots ;  to  prevent  its  again 
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appearing  within  tlie  boundaries  of  these  islands;  and  by 
wMch,  the  granting  of  any  bounties  on  the  importation  of 
foreign  grain,  might  be  rendered  unnecessary."  All  these 
great  objects,  1  maintained,  might  be  effected,  by  ailtivatimf 
the  waste,  unindosed  and  tmproduclive  Itmil/i  of  the  kingdom.  But 
after  a  bill  for  the  attainment  of  this  important  measure  had 
passed  the  House  of  Commons,  it  u-as  thrown  out  by  the 

I  exerted  myself  suecessfuUy,  to  improve  the  laws  regard- 
ing the  highways  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  introduce  a  better 
system  of  police  in  regard  to  public  conveyances ;  and  it  is  a 
circumstance  highly  gratifying  to  me,  tliat  the  reports  pre- 
sented by  me  to  Parliament,  were  the  means  by  which  tlie 
system  of  the  celebrated  Macadam,  was  originally  recommend- 
ed to  public  attention. 

In  1797,  the  minister  proposed  to  give  to  the  subscribers, 
to  what  was  called  the  loyalty  loan,  a  long  annuity  of  7s.  6d. 
percent.  After  a  division  in  favour  of  that  measure,  and  when 
every  one  considered  any  farther  opposition  as  useless,  I  suc- 
cessfully opposed  it  in  the  next  stage  of  the  bill,  and  was  thus 
the  means  of  saving  above  half  a  million  sterling  to  the  na- 
tion. 

On  my  suggestion,  in  1 793,  Mr  Pitt  proposed  in  Parliament, 
the  appointment  of  Parliamentary  Commissioners,  to  manage 
the  issue  of  Exchequer  bills,  for  the  relief  of  the  commercial 
interest,  a  plan  which  was  found  peculiarly  useful  at  that  cri- 
tical period.  I  was  nominated  one  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  greatly  promoted  the  success  of  the  measure. 

For  these  various  public  services,  I  was  promoted,  under 
the  administration  of  Mr  Perceval,  to  the  rank  of  a  Privy 
Councillor,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  Cashier  of  the  Ex- 
cise in  Scotland,  an  office  incompatible  with  a  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment •. 

'  Bj  living  on  lbs  ulary  of  thiFi  office,  (£.2000  jier  onniini),  anJ  applying 
Ihe  whole  renU  of  the  funitj  nUte,  in  discharging  the  incumbrances  sffKling 
it,  I  have  been  enabted  lo  pay  debt*  contracwd  in  promWing  the  improve 
of  the  country,  withoul  maUrially  diminishing  ihc  amoiini  of  Iha  original  f. 
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7. HtLtTAB¥  EXERTIONS. 

In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Govenimeiil,  in  171*4,  I 
raised  a  Regiment  of  Fenciblea,  consisting  of  600  men,  the 
first  of  that  description  of  force  levied  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain,  Feucible  corps  having  been  formerly  restricted  to  the 
defence  of  Scothind.  I  afterwards  raised  another  battalion  of 
1000  men  for  the  service  of  Ireland.  These  corps  behaved  in 
so  exemplary  a  manner,  as  to  receive,  both  from  the  general 
officers  who  reviewed  tliem,  and  the  districts  where  they  were 
quartered,  the  strongest  testimonies  of  their  good  behaviour  and 
services  *.  Two  hundred  and  twenty  soldiers  belonging  to  the 
second  battalion,  voliuiteered  to  join  tlu-  expedition  to  Egypt, 
a  greater  number  than  was  furnished  by  any  regiment  on  tliat 
memorable 


8. — THE  PnOMOTION  Of  Pl^BLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

There  is  no  duty  more  mcnmbent  upon  a  person  anxious  to 
promote  the  prosperity  of  a  country,  than  to  encourage  those 
public  institutions  which  are  established  for  useful  purposes. 
I  became  a  member,  therefore,  of  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian 
Societies  of  I^ndon, — of  the  Royal  Society  of  Scotland, — of 
the  Society  for  the  Extension  of  the  British  Fisheries, — and 
of  a  variety  of  institutions,  calculated  to  further  agricultural 
and  other  improvements.  I  also  took  an  active  part  in  the 
establishment  of  two  insurance  companies  in  London,  "  The 
Globe,"  and  "  The  Rxk  ;"  with  a  view  of  enabling  persons, 
possessed  of  incomes  depending  on  their  own  lives,  to  provide 
for  tlieir  wives  and  families.     I  was  partial  to  the  estabtish- 

■  Tbttt  rcgimenu  were  »>  well  tegutaled,  b;  h  peculiar  aysiem  wbich  I  had 
odopled,  uid  tuch  utenlioD  irx  piiid  to  (heic  healih,  u  la  excite  the  ailaa'uAx- 
ment  of  [huie.  whose  duly  it  wm  to  examine  into  iheir  stale.  When  ihu  l»t 
bMUlion  wu  ditbanded  at  Bumtilield  Links,  Dear  Edinburgh,  by  General 
VyH,  thrrt  tnu  nol  a  iki  buih  id  iht  ichtiU  corps  :  every  individual  was  aide  lo 
bring  bis  arnu  lo  ihe  field,  and  deliver  them  in  peraon.  Wheo  Ibe  2d  ba:ution 
was  reviewed  al  Cork,  bj  ibetatc  Lord  Lake,  there  wai  warcely  a  uck  man  up- 
on the  litl ;  and  the  noble  Lord  declared,  "  That  (bough  be  had  oTtvn  heard  he- 
fon  of  rrgimenu  of  a  thouund  men,  he  hod  never  men  one,  till  he  had  retlew. 
«d  sir  John  Snclair'i  cocp  of  Highlinden." 
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meiit  of  corporations,  aiid  other  public  iiialitutiona  of  a  similar 
nature,  were  it  only  as  fiimisliing  the  means  (rf  ralliug  forth 
exertions,  and  rewarding  merit.  Tlic  unwearied  labours  of 
1  Mr  A  tliur  Young,  to  promote  the  agricultural  improvement 
irf  tiie  country,  would  have  remained  without  any  public  re- 
compense, had  not  the  establiulimeiit  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture given  me  an  opportunity  of  recommending  him  to  be 
secretary  of  tlie  new  institution ;  and  the  pulilic,  in  a  great 
measure,  owe  the  discoveries  of  a  Davy,  to  the  formation  of 
the  Royal  Institution,  which  Count  Rumford  founded,  but 
which  was  placed  on  a  permanent  footing,  by  an  act  which  1 
was  the  means  of  carrying  through  Parliami?nt. 

9. — LITEBARY  LABOURS. 

The  following  is  a  short  account  of  the  most  important  li- 
terary works  I  have  published,  either  written  by  myself,  or 

I   drawn  up  by  others  umler  my  directions. 

I  1.  ObserrationB  un  the  Scotlish  Dialect,  in  one  volume  octavi^ 
printed  at  Edinburgti,  an.  1783.     ThJH  work  was  drawn  up,  with  & 

,    Tiew  of  diminishing,  as  much  as  possible,  tlie  ilistinction  between  ttie 

I  two  DBtians,  in  regard  to  language.  In  OiBp.  4^  the  plan  of  "  a  Bri< 
tish  Code  of  Laws''  was  firat  sti|fgesl«d,  (in  the  preliminary  obaerva- 
tiona  to  an  explanation  of  the  difference  between  the  legal  words  aH4 
phrases  of  the  two  countries) ;  and  the  authority  of  Bacon  is  quoted  la 
support  of  the  plan  of  "  a  judicial  untoii  *." 

2.  Lucubrations  daring  a  short  recess,  with  some  Thoughts  on 
the  Means  of  improving  the  Representation  of  the  People.  Printed 
at  Loudon  1782.  Tlib  tract  was  answered  by  the  first  Lord  Camel- 
ford,  and  by  others,  in  a  manner  extremely  flattering  to  the  Author. 

3.  Thoi^hW  on  the  Naval  Strength  of  the  British  Empire,  in  an- 
swer to  the  late  Lord  Mnlgrave,  then  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
rslly,  in  which  the  grounds  of  the  superiority  of  tlie  British  Navy, 
over  that  of  France,  are  explained.  This  tract  was  also  printed  anna 
1782. 

4.  Considerations  on  Militias  and  Standing  Armies,  printed  ai 

•  See  Lord  Bacon't  Speech  concemiug  tlic  Union  or  Law^,  »nd  bis  ex 
lent  obteiVBtianK  on  llic  Unicin  beLwecn  EngltncI  md  Scolland,  Scv  nlsn 
Justice  Bairinglon  on  the  Ancient  Statutes,  Appendix,  p.  4!K). 
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1782;  i-onUiuiug  some  oWrvattoDit  oD  the  propriety  of  eetablisbiiig 
a  Militia  in  Scotland,  a  measure  wliicli  waa  afterwarils  adopted. 

5.  A  tract,  entitled,  "  Tbe  Propriety  of  retaining  Gibniltur  im- 
partially coDHidered."  Printed  anno  1783.  Tbis  being  publisbral  anu- 
nymonsly,  wa«,  by  many,  attributed  to  the  first  Lord  Camflfurd. 

6.  In  1791,  I  printed  an  Address  to  the  Lauded  Iiilereit,  on  tbe 
Coni  Bill  then  depending  in  ParliamPnt. 

7.  Having  published  in  1783,  "  Hints  on  the  Stale  of  our  Fmances," 
in  answer  to  Dr  Price  and  Lord  Stair,  I  wsta  afterwards  led  to  en- 
gage in  a  laborioDg  undertaking,  that  of  writing  a  history  of  tbe  pub- 
lic revenue  of  the  British  empire,  from  the  most  remote  eras,  tu  the 
coocluiion  of  the  war  terminated  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  'I'he  third 
edition  of  this  work,  including  an  analysis  of  the  sources  of  public  re- 
venue, was  printed  in  three  volumes  octavo,  anno  1804. 

8.  In  1802,  I  prinleil  a  volume  of  MiscellaneouK  Eisays  on  Agri- 
culture, and  other  topics.  Id  this  volume,  1  discussed,  for  llie  first 
time,  the  subjects  of  health  and  lon^vity,  to  which  I  afterwards  paid 
inch  particular  attention. 

9.  It  waa  in  the  year  1T90,  that  I  began  that  great  anil  laborious 
undertaking,  "  The  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,"  which,  after  a 
correspondence  during  the  space  of  seven  years,  with  all  the  clergy  of 
Scotland,  amouatiug  to  nearly  one  thousand,  I  waa  forluDately  able  to 
complete  iu  the  year  1799,  and  it  is  now  published  in  twenty-one 
volumes  octavo.  An  analysis  or  compendium  of  the  whole,  has  since 
been  publiahed,  in  one  volume  octavo,  as  the  beat  foundation  of  a 
Code  of  Political  Economy.  In  reference  to  this  work,  the  celebru- 
wd  Malthus,  in  his  Emay  on  the  Principles  of  Population,  slates, 
"  That  the  valuable  accounts  which  the  Author  of  the  Statistical  Ac- 
connt  of  Scntlantl  has  collected  in  that  part  of  the  island,  do  Iiim  tbe 
higlieat  honour,  and  will  ever  remain  an  extraordinary  monumeut  of 
the  learning,  good  sense,  aud  general  information  of  the  Clergy  of 
Scotland.  That  work,  with  a  few  subordinate  improvement,  aud 
accurate  and  complete  registers  for  the  last  150  years,  (which  how- 
ever DO  diligence  could  have  efiecied),  would  have  been  ineatimable, 
and  would  have  exhibited  a  better  picture  of  the  iatenial  stale  of  a 
country,  than  has  yet  been  prenented  to  the  world."  (See  the  edition 
of  Maltbus's  Ensay,  ann.  1803,  p.  13,  note.) 

10.  In  the  year  1795,  i  drew  up  for  tbe  Board  of  Agriculture,  an 
accoMDt  of  tbe  DOrtbem  districts  of  Scotland,  namely,  the  coUDtica  of 
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10. — TRAVELS.  ♦ 

There  are  few  individuals  who  have  travelled  more  througk 
foreign  countries,  or  at  a  period  of  life,  when  greater  advantage 
is  to  be  reaped  from  visiting  them.  In  the  course  of  those  fo- 
reign journeys,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  information 
regarding  two  points  of  considerable  moment.  The  first  was, 
the  nature  of  the  improved  machines  for  coining  money,  in- 
vented by  Monsieur  Droz,  a  native  of  Switzerland.  They 
were  at  that  time  unknown  in  England.  I  prevailed  on  M. 
X)roz  to  explain  his  plans  to  Mr  Boulton  of  Birmingham, 
and  was  thus  the  means  of  introducing  this  superior  mode  of 
coinage  into  the  British  Mint. 

I  brought  over,  at  the  same  time,  discoveries  of  still  great- 
er importance.  Having  become  intimate  with  Monsieur 
Clouet,  Director  of  the  Royal  Establishment  for  making  gun- 
powder at  Paris,  I  prevailed  upon  him  to  explain  the  nature 

1.  Personal  Works. 

No.  of 
▼oltimes. 

1.  Observations  on  the  Scottish  Dialect, Jf» 1 

2.  Various  Tracts  on  the  Nary,  the  Militia,  &c 1   ■ 

S.  History  of  the  Revenue, 8 

4b  Miscellaneous  ^Issays, I  , 

5.  Husbandry  of  Scotland, 2 

6.  Tracts  on  the  Bullion  Question, ^ 1 

7.  Tracts  on  the  Authenticity  of  Osuan, •• 1  ' 

8.  Code  of  Health,  (first  edition  •),  4> 

0.  Code  of  Agriculture 1  . 

10.  Analysb  of  the  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,  1 

16 

2.   Works  in  general  drawn  vp  by  others,  hut  printed  under  wy  direetions, 

1.  The  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland, 21 

2.  County  Agricultural  Reports,  in  quarto, 10 

3.  The  County  Reports  of  England  and  Scotland,  in  octavo,  70 

4.  The  General  Report  of  Scotland, -, 5 

\0O 

Total  number  of  volumes,   1 22 


*  It  is  now  reduced  to  one  volume  octavo. 
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tof  some  very  important  proceasea  in  that  manufecture,  which 
were  thus  speerlity  introduced  in  this  country. 

In  1786—7,  I  took  a  very  extensive  journey  through  tlie 
northern  parts  of  Europe,  which  it  was  necessary  to  complete 
ill  seven  or  eight  months,  or  between  the  end  of  one  session 
of  Parliament,  and  the  commencement  of  another. 

An  abstract  of  this  journey  is  given  in  the  following  table : 


1786. 

SepLai 

A 

U>yS9. 

Lett  LonJon. 

Oct.1. 

30 

Enibnrlinl  «  Gnvewnd. 

17. 

June  16. 

L«nded  Bl  Goilenburgh. 

No..  9. 

is. 

Arrived  U  CotwDbigcn. 

Dec.  6. 

Julj  II. 

>l  Stock  holm. 

S3. 

Aug.   1. 

M  Rig«. 

S9. 

8 

1797- 

In  all,  iImui  seven  montlis  and  a  bilf. 

The  whole  extended  to  about  7500  English  miles.  How- 
ever short  the  time  may  appear,  yet  I  found  it  possible,  by 
great  activity  and  perseverance,  even  in  so  short  a  period  as 
from  seven  to  eight  months,  to  see  the  objects  tlie  best  en- 
titled to  attention,  and  the  persons  the  most  distinguished  for 
their  power,  their  beauty,  or  tlieir  talents,  in  the  greater,  and, 
(what  is  justly  accounted),  the  most  mteresting  part  of  Eu- 
rope- 

In  the  course  of  this  journey,  I  established  a  correspon- 
dence with  the  celebrated  Count  Hertzberg  of  Prussia,  Count 
Bernstoff,  Prime  Minister  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  Count 
Marcoff,  the  Russian  Minister,  M.  dc  Buffon,  and  many  of 
the  most  distinguished  literary  and  political  characters  on  the 
Continent.  Of  these  travels,  some  account  will  be  given  in 
the  second  volume  of  this  correspondence. 


On  the  Plans  tckich  are  stiS  in  Hie  AiUhm's  Contemplation. 

After  so  many  years  of  incessant  labour,  the  publication  of 
io  many  works,  on  such  a  variety  of  subjects,  my  having  re- 
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cently  entered  into  the  seventy-seventh  year  of  my  age,  and 
having  so  numerous  a  family  as  thirteen  children,  and  four- 
teen grand-children,  many  would  recommend  a  life  of  retire- 
ment and  repose ;  but  various  reasons  have  induced  me  to  re- 
solve on  a  different  plan. 

1.  I  find  that  a  life  of  inactivity  and  idleness  is  the  most 
irksome  of  any ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  an  active  mind  de- 
generates, unless  some  great  objects  be  kept  in  view ;  2.  From 
the  attention  I  have  paid  to  the  subjects  of  health  and  lon- 
gevity, I  find  that  I  am  still  capable  of  great  exertion,  either 
personal  or  mental :  and,  3.  I  have  for  some  time  been  em- 
ployed in  collecting  the  materials  of  some  works,  as  the  Au- 
thor of  which  I  wish  to  have  my  name  handed  down  to  pos- 
terity, looking  upon  those  I  have  hitherto  published,  with 
two  exceptions,  (the  Codes  of  Agriculture  and  Health),  as 
of  inferior  value.  On  all  these  grounds,  I  have  been  induced 
to  undertake  completing  what  I  call  '^  The  Codean  System  of 
Ltiterature^^  comprehending  four  great  works:  1.  A  Code  or 
Digest  of  Agriculture ;  2.  A  Code  of  Health  and  Longevity ; 
3.  A  Code  of  Political  Economy,  founded  on  statistical  in- 
quiries \  and,  4.  A  Code  or  Digest  of  Religion. 

The  two  first  of  these  works  having  been  already  printed, 
only  require  to  be  revised ;  and  the  materials  of  the  two  latter 
having  been  collected,  and  a  plan  for  drawing  them  up  havings 
been  arranged,  the  principal  difficulties  in  regard  to  their 
publication  have  been  surmounted. 

13a  George  Street,  ) 
£dinburgb,  1830.  ) 
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I. 

THE  EMPEROR  JOSEPH. 

Audience  of  the  Emperor  Joseph,  and  Remarks  on  his  Private 

and  PuUic  Character. 

On  the  22d  October  1786,  I  had  the  bonour  of  being  pre- 
sented to  the  Emperor  Joseph,  then  in  th^  45th  year  of  his  age. 
The  hour  was  early,  (eleven  o'clock).  There  was  very  Utde 
ceremony  at  his  court  Some  guards  were  stationed  in  the 
anti-rooms ;  but  there  were  very  few  persons  in  waiting,  and 
only  one  ebambedbifi.  I  was  presented  by  that  eminent 
diplomatic  charader.  Sir  Eobert  Murray  Keith,  the  British 
Ambassador  at  Vienna. 

Hie  Emperor  was  alone.  The  first  question  he  asked,  and 
one  wldch  was  usually  put  by  himioallfltrangears,  was,  ^^  Uokl 
venez-vons  ?*  I  answered,  ^^  De  Sussie,**  as  I  understood  that 
he  preferred  talking  of  Russia  rather  than  of  Pohmd.  '<  Fous 
aoezfoit  un  grand  voyage  dans  k  Nordj"  he  rejoined^  having,  it 
seems,  heard  of  my  recent  travels.  He  then  inquired,  what 
route  I  had  taken  through  Russia  to  Vienna  ?  Whatlthought 
of  the  fertility  of  the  Ukraine  ?  &e.    He  next  spoke  of  lus  bro- 
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ther  the  Archduke,  and  of  his  voyage  to  England,  and  men- 
tioned how  much  he  and  the  Archduchess  were  gratified  with 
their  reception  in  that  country ;  adding,  Thai  they  preferred 
London  to  Paris.  He  said,  that  the  Archduke  liad  seen  at 
Portsmouth,  "  une  chose  Mm^'we,"— 4000  pieces  of  cannon 
ranged  together.  The  audience  lasted  for  about  half  an  hour. 
The  conversation  principally  regarded  Russia,  but  he  also 
made  some  inquiries  regarding  the  agriculture  of  England.  I 
had  been  forewarned  by  Sir  Robert,  that  the  usual  signal  of  an 
audience  being  over,  was  for  the  Emperor  to  rub  his  hands. 
Upon  observing  that  signal  we  withdrew. 

The  Emperor  had  nothing  striking  in  his  appearance,  and 
would  have  passed  unobserved,  either  in  the  street,  or  in  a 
drawing-room.  I  found,  that  a  higher  idea  of  him  was  enter- 
tained in  England  than  abroad,  at  least  where  I  heard  his  cha- 
racter talked  of.  At  the  same  time,  there  were  many  favour- 
able circumstances  in  his  private  character,  which  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  enumerating. 

He  was  bred  in  the  school  of  adversity ;  for  his  mother,  the 
Empress  Queen,  kept  him  at  a  great  distance,  allowing  him 
but  a  very  limited  income,  and  giving  a  decided  preference 
to  another  brother,  his  junior,  who  died  young.  This  treat- 
ment the  Emperor  often  talked  of  as  a  very  fortunate  circum- 
stance, as  it  taught  him  many  useful  habits.  It  prevented 
him  from  growing  either  indolent  or  effeminate.  He  became, 
on  the  contrary,  remarkable  for  punctuality  in  business,  and 
endeavoured  to  have  every  moment  usefully  employed.  *'  I 
must  make  up,  (he  used  to  say),  for  the  three  years  I  loBt 
in  my  father's  antichamber,"  where  his  constant  attendance 
was  required,  and  where  he  was  kept  in  waiting  until  every 
other  person  was  dismissed.  He  was  accustomed,  however, 
to  enter  by  far  too  much  into  minutiae,  which  is  derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  a  sovereign.  Even  the  old  shoes  and  stock- 
ings of  his  troops  were  very  strictly  looked  after.  He  was 
distinguished  for  activity.  In  the  summer  of  1786,  without 
any  necessity,  he  went  a  journey  of  3000  English  miles.   He 
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,  of  whom  tliirt(>(^  were  bid 
sequence  of  so  fatiguing 


1  a  very  indifferent  state 


took  Iwculy  persona  with  1 

up,  with  various  complaints,  in 

un  expeditioTi,  and  he  himself  w 

of  health  for  some  time  after  his  return. 

He  was  very  attentive  to  matters  of  police.  The  prindpal 
towns  were  well  lighted,  and  under  good  reguliition.  All  over 
his  dominions  the  roads  were  in  ext.'ellent  order,  and  us  good  as 
ill  England,  with  barriores  or  turnpikes.  The  inns  were  very 
tolerahlc,  and  they  liad  good  horses  and  drivers.  Robberies  very 
rarely  happened,  and  travellers  went  with  equal  safety  by  night 
at  by  day,  through  all  parts  of  his  dominions,  uHth  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Bannat  of  Transylvania,  where  no  traveller  was  se- 
cure, unle^  he  was  conducted  from  one  village  1«  anolJier  by 
armed  ])ea%inls ;  to  insure  whose  fidelity,  they  were  made  an- 
swerable for  tlie  safety  of  their  charge,  with  t/ieir  lives. 

I  le  was  reckoneil  by  his  own  subjects  severe,  and  even  hard- 
limrted.  He  has  been  known  to  i^^rravate,  uud  not  to  miti- 
gate the  sentences  of  court«-marual ;  and,  in  consequence  of 
his  express  orders,  tliey  have  been  compeUed  to  increase  the 
punishments  they  had  ordered,  lie  alralished,  however,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  punishment  of  death,  and  male&ctors  were 
condemned  to  clean  the  streets,  working  in  chains,  which,  to 
persons  of  humanity,  was  a  spectacle  of  a  most  disagreeable 
kind. 

Hg  obtuned  great  popularity  by  receiving  petitions,  even 
from  his  meanest  subjects,  at  a  certain  place  in  the  palace  ap- 
pointed for  them  to  stand  at,  and  to  which  he  came  personally 
by  a  privatf  passage.  Sometimes  the  finest  young  women  in 
Vienna  attended,  under  pretence  of  havuig  grievances  to  be 
redressed,  lliis  often  gave  occasion  for  scandaL  But  he  al- 
ways said  that  he  was  determined  to  keep  no  mistress,  lest  she 
should  acquire  an  a.scenduncy  over  him ;  and,  as  to  debauch- 
ing women  of  condition,  he  thought  such  practices  in  tlie  high- 
est degree  unworthy  of  a  sovereign- 
He  occasionally  mixed  in  private  society,  where  he  appear- 
ed lo  great  advuntage,  being  an  entertaining  and  agreeable 
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companion ;  in  particular,  an  excellent  story-teller, 
always  ready,  (having  a  carriage  and  horses  in  waiting), 
tend  in  person,  in  case  of  lire,  or  any  other  accident ;  and  aomo 
poor  people,  being  on  one  occasion  likely  to  be  drowned  in  the 
Danube,  a  cobler  said,  "  He  would  bring  the  Emperor  to  save 
them :"  which  he  actually  did,  much  to  the  monarch's  credit. 

He  occasionally  amused  liimself  witli  digcussiiig  tlie  modern 
philoAOphicid  discoveries  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  mr,  &c. 
with  the  celebrated  Dr  Lir/etihouze ;  and  he  behaved  with 
much  geiieroBity  to  tiie  famous  Baron  Born,  having  permitwd 
him,  not  only  to  publish  his  discoveries  in  mineralogy,  but  to 
teach  persons,  from  any  foreign  country,  their  nature  and  ef- 
fects. In  private  life,  therefore,  his  character  was  greatly  au- 
perior  to  what  it  was  usually  considered  to  be- 

His  public  character  was  not  so  respectable.  He  was  fnll 
of  projects  of  aggrandizement,  in  which  he  never  succeeded. 
He  first  attempted  to  conquer  Bavaria,  but  immediately  drew 
back  at  tlie  threats  of  the  Pntssiau  eagle.  He  next  intended 
to  open  tlie  Scheldt,  but  gave  up  that  idea  when  France  decla- 
red itself  hostile  to  the  project ;  and  he  liiiewiBe  renounced 
his  intention  of  exchanging  the  NctlierlandH,  in  consequence 
of  the  hold,  decLiive,  but  judiciowi  opposition  lie  met  witli 
from  "  7Se  Gemtanir,  Lea^u."  It  is  certain  that  he  was 
anxious  to  si^alize  his  reign  by  some  important  conqneatj 
and  for  that  purpose  he  entered  into  the  most  intimate 
nexton  with  tlie  Empress  Catlicrine,  with  a  view  of  conqi 
ing  Turkey,  and  dividing  its  European  dominions  betwi 
them. 

As  to  England,  he  had  conceived  some  strong  prejudif 
against  it,  in  so  much,  that  when  any  nf  his  subjects  wishi 
to  visit  il,  he  generally  refused  them  leave, — "  What  is  there 
to  be  seen  in  that  country,"  (he  smd),  "  tliat  may  not  be  seen 
elsewhere  ?"  He  afterwards,  however,  altered  his  tone.  He 
[lermitted  Count  Bergen  and  his  son  to  proceed  to  England, 
in  tlie  summer  of  1786  ;  and  when  the  Archduke  and  Arch- 
duchess had  visited  the  country,  and  given  a  very  flattering 


was 

i 

[Iio4| 

she^ 


J 


CORRESPONDENCE  AND  REMINISCENCES.  7 

count  of  their  journey,  tlie  Emperor  expreascd  a  wish  thai  he 
liad  been  of  the  party. 

During  the  encainpinent  in  1786,  he  one  day  sent  for 
Colonel  Gordon,  a  respectable  Englisli  officer,  to  sit  next  him 
at  table,  and  liad  much  interesting  conversation  with  him. 
He  told  him,  "  Your  King  does  uut  like  Germany,  at  least 
Upper  Germany,  Had  I  been  well  used  by  England,  it 
might  have  depended  upon  my  friendship,  ntul  it  u-imid  never 
huee  ha  Amtrira."  He  certainly  mij^ht  have  prevented 
France  from  aiding  the  revolted  colonies,  without  which  tliey 
would  scarcely  have  persevered  in  the  contest,  or  succeeded  in 
the  attempt.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  negligence  of  the 
English  government  to  Its  diplomatic  concerns  with  the  court 
of  Vienna.  Sir  Robert  M.  Keith  assured  me,  that  for  weeks 
his  letters  remained  unanswered;  and  he  wislied  that  Ids  court 
would  only  send  him  huge  packets  of  old  newspapers,  the  re- 
ceipt of  which  would  have  ^ven  him  some  consequence  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Austrian  government :  whereas  lie  was  sometimes, 
for  weeks  together,  without  receiving  any  communication  what- 


Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that,  with  such  culpable  negli- 
gence, our  foreign  ailairs  shoidd,  in  tliose  times,  liave  been 
unsuccessfully  conducted? 


THE  EMPBESS  CATHERINE. 


.■Iiidieitre  of  flit  EwpTtm  CaUieritte,  mul  Reminiscmces  nf  lier 

Character. 
On  tlic  25th  August  1786,  1  liad  the  honour  of  being 
presented  to  this  great  sovereign.  The  court  commencctl 
i^ut  half  past  eleven.  'I1ic  rooms  were  filled  with  about 
400  courtiers.  At  twelve  tlie  Empress  came  from  her  private 
apartments  to  go  to  mass.     A  lune  wus  made  for  her  and  her 
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huite.  Nlie  was  ]ireceded  by  tlie  Princess  Ila-shkow  and  i 
or  seven  other  ladies.  The  reason  why  ihere  v 
present,  was,  that  the  ladieft  only  came  when  tlie  court  was 
held  in  the  evening,  nnless  wheli  they  attended  officially. 
Count  Czernichew,  vice-president  of  the  ailmiralty,  took  me 
to  the  ehapel  to  hear  mass.  It  was  a  very  |>oor  building  for 
such  a  ceremony  ;  but  the  priests,  with  their  long  beards, 
and  rich  vestments,  made  u  striking  jmd  imposing  appear- 
ance. The  Empress  stood  by  herself,  and  went  through  all 
the  ceremonies  with  great  decorum.  When  the  service  was 
over,  I  went  to  the  liall  where  strangers  were  introduced, 
and  was  presented  to  Prince  Potcmkin.  He  was  tall,  (about 
six  feet  two,)  and  distinguished,  not  only  by  his  height,  but 
by  the  strength  and  manliness  of  his  appearance.  Hia  coun- 
tenance was  not  unpleasant,  when  he  was  disposed  to  be  agree- 
able. He  entered  with  great  affability  into  conversation  with 
me,  which  was  uncommon  at  a  first  introduction.  He  spoke 
with  much  contempt  of  the  King  of  Sweden.  He  afterwards 
talked  of  my  intended  jouniey  to  Poland,  where  he  had 
great  estates ;  and  expressed  a  wish  that  I  should  give  him 
some  advice  how  to  improve  them.  Tlie  return  of  the  Em- 
press being  aimounced,  the  foreign  ministers,  and  those  stran- 
gers who  hud  been  already  presented,  kissed  her  hand.  I  waa 
then  introduced  by  Count  Ostennan.  She  asked  me  how  I 
came  to  Petersburgh  ? — if  I  had  liad  a  pleasant  voyage  ? — and 
added,  that  she  hoped  1  would  find  my  stay  in  Russia  agree- 
able. A  Swedisli  officer,  and  some  of  her  own  subjects,  were 
afterwards  introduced;  but  she  spoke  to  none  of  them.  In 
short,  I  found,  tliat  1  had  met  witli  what  was  considered  to  be 
a  most  gracious  reception,  as  she  hardly  spoke  to  any,  but  per- 
sons of  considerable  distinction.  The  court  had  fallen  off 
much  from  its  ancient  splendour.  To  check  the  spirit  of 
luxury  and  expense,  provincial,  and  even  official  uniforms  had 
Ijcen  introduced,  and  none  but  foreigners  were  richl)'  habited. 
The  mode  of  livuig  adopted  by  the  Empress  was  extremely 
regidar.     She  rose  between  six  and  seven,  and  dedicated  the 
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morning  cnlircly  to  business,  Slie  dined  about  one,  and  after 
dinner  retired  to  her  cabinet.  Tbe  evening  was  devoted  to 
amusemetits  of  a  general  nature,  either  at  the  theatre,  or  in 
tlie  palace,  with  a  select  company  of  her  private  friends. 

Her  infortnutioii,  particularly  in  regard  to  political  subjects, 
wiis  very  general  and  extensive.  The  iiistnictions  tprittm  by 
lirr  own  hand,  fordrawingupacodeof  laws,  isamostcxtraordi- 
juiry  performance  for  a  woman  ;  being,  I  believe,  the  only  in- 
stance extant  of  female  judicial  legislnijon  *.  I  have  seen  her 
correspondence  with  the  famous  Buffon,  which  proves  how  well 
she  was  acqii.'unted  with  philosophical  subjects.  She  knew 
the  French  belles  lettres  perfectly,  and,  in  1786,  was  read- 
ing .Sliakespeare  in  the  German  translation.  She  also  wrote 
comedies  herself;  and  in  any  part  of  the  world  would  liave 
l)cen  accounted,  in  private  life,  a  most  accomplished  woman. 

Her  skill  in  government  was  great.  In  any  progress  through 
her  dominions,  she  suffered  the  meanest  peasant  to  address  her ; 
and  they  uoiversnUy  called  her  by  the  friendly  and  emphatic 
name  of  MatousAhi,  or  Mother.  To  the  army,  and  to  the 
guards  in  particular,  she  was  very  attentive  ;  and  on  certain 
fixed  days  dined  at  a  table  witii  the  officers  of  the  different 
corps.  Neither  was  the  church  neglected ;  for  besides  much 
attention  to  individuals  of  character  and  respect  in  that  order, 
and  a  strict  performance  of  all  the  outward  forma  of  religion, 
she  proved  her  zeal  and  devotion,  by  working,  with  her  own 
kamh,  as  the  priests  believed  or  asserted,  the  moat  magnificent 
vestments,  for  the  use  of  the  principal  ecclesiastics  of  her  em- 
pire, when  they  celebrated  public  worship  on  any  imporlant 
festival. 

She  had  a  number  of  personal  favourites,  to  whom  she  was 
wry  liberal.  She  wtts  particularly  attached  to  Landskoi,  and 
attended   him   personally  during  his   sickness,    like  a  wife. 

*  U|Kin  eiamining  the  original  MS.,  wliIcJi  it  carefully  prvwrvcil  in  Ihe  re. 
posiiurii'i  of  ific  linpeHil  Acidrni;  of  Sciences,  I  obwived,  ihat  llic  whole  tt  il 
wi»  out  iiubliUicd.  The  rollowing  p«rmgr»ph,  in  paniculiu',  upon  the  lubjecl 
an  PothSct  «u  nuiriage.      Ce  soni 
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Hlie  WTW,  for  some  time,  as  incoiiKo table  for  him  as  Elizai>e|| 
of  England  was  for  Essex.  It  is  said,  that  he  was  tlie  li 
somest  man  t))at  could  be  seen :  liiit  naturally  of  ho  n 
constitution,  that  he  was  unable  to  support  the  life  of  a 
tier.  Pot«iiikin  made  the  quickest  of  all  possible  journeys 
from  the  Crimea,  in  order  to  console  her.  He  came  in  a 
kibkki,  or  common  cart,  tlie  whole  way.  Rushing  into  lier 
apartment,  he  said,  "  Wliat  is  the  matter  with  my  Empress  ?" 
and  when  she  answered,  that  she  was  weeping  for  the  death 
of  Landskoi,  he  replied,  *'  Why,  he  was  a  fool."  "  Ah  I" 
siud  t)ie  Empress,  "  but  he  had  an  honest  heart." 

To  her  mbiisters  she  was  very  liberal,  and  in  general  i 
lowed  their  advice,  except  wlien  she  chose  to  let  them  feel, 
that  there  were  times  when  she  preferred  being  both  her  own, 
and  their  mistress.     When  left  entirely  to  herself,  and  com- 
pelled to  determine  on  matters  of  importance,  it  is  said  thatj 
she  was  apt  to  betniy  some  versatility  and  weakness. 

Wlien  I  visited  her  court,  she  was  puffed  up,  beyond  i 
bounds,  by  the  success  of  her  reign,  and  the  consideratii 
ill  which  slie  was  held  by  every  power  in  Europe.     She  i 
tainly  in  her  heart  preferred  the  English  to  the  French, 
the  Danes  to  the  Swedes.     In  regard  to  the  Germans,  it  v 
more  from  personal  attachment  to  the  Emperor,  and  their  join 
views  upon  Turkey,  than  from  a  fidl  conviction  of  the  polii 
of  the  measure,  that  she  preferred  the  Austrian  to  the  Pn 
sian  idtianee. 


THE  EMPEROR  PAUL. 

Letter  frmn  hh  Imperial  Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Rtisgia, 
nfterwariU  t/te  Emperor  Paul,  to  Sir  John  .^htelair,  respecHn^M 
the  Stfitistical  Account  of  Scotland,  and  the  Improvement  ^^ 
IVool. 
J'ai  re^u.  Monsieur,  avec  votre  lettrc  du  15.  Mai,  I'Sta 

Politique  dc  I'Ecosse,   et  les  questions  sur  les  differente 
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L-apeces  Ae  brobis,  dont  jc  roua  fiua  mcs  remerciemens  :  et  en 
applaudUsant  aux  vues  d'ulilili-  que  ces  picL-cs  renferment,  je 
siiia,  Monsieur,  arec  ime  tres  purfaile  V^-stime, 
Votre  affectionn^, 


Ziricocrlo, 

L'  17.  Juilln  I7BK, 
V.  8. 


Paul  • 


■ir,  Whilchftl).  Londnt. 


Ari-imiit  of  a  I'iitif  jiaid  hi/  Sir  John  Sinclair  to  thr  F.mprror 
Pmd,  tvhen  Grmul  Diihe  ofSttsfin,  at  his  Palace  of  Paiiloski, 
mi  th'-  3l.rf  i,f  Avfjitst  I7ye. 

I  arrived  at  Paiiloski,  (25  verstsf  from  Peteraburgh),  at 
twelve  A.  M.  About  one  I  hod  the  honour  to  be  mtrodnced  to 
the  Grand  Duke  and  Duchess,  and  met  with  a  most  ^jntifying 
reception.  An  hour  after  we  sat  down  to  dinner.  I  was  pla- 
ced opposite  the  Grand  Duke  and  Duchess,  that  we  might 
converse  more  freely :  and  as  the  table,  for  the  sake  of  greater 
sociality,  was  remarkably  narrow,  (w-ith  only  one  row  of 
<U9hes  in  the  centre),  there  was  peculiar  fiicility  in  carrying 
on  conversation.  During  dinner,  the  Grand  Duke  said,  that 
he  greatly  preferred  tlie  Scotch  breed  of  horses,  and  wished 
me  to  procure  for  him  a  horse  from  that  country.  I  be^ed 
to  mention,  that  there  were  various  breeds  in  Scotland,  and 


n  ot  ll<E  15lh  of  Maj.  jour  account  of  die 
our  rcnuuka  on  Uw  iirioui  tpccin  of  sbecp, 
and  applauding  your  attvniion  lo  tiic  uscrul 
,  I  im,  witli  ihc  moM  perfvct  cilcem. 
Your  iStetlOHte, 


ZancDcelo, 

ITih  July  1798. 
Old  Sl^rlr. 


To  H.  John  Ginclur,  Wliitvhall,  London. 
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tliut  ii  was  impossible  for  me  to  judge  which  sort  Iiis  ImjiertiJ 
Highness  meant,  unless  I  saw  the  one  he  preferred.  He  was 
thence  induced,  when  dinner  was  over,  to  order  Ids  favourite 
charger  to  be  brouglit  to  tlic  court-yard,  where  he  mounted 
him,  and,  with  evident  satisfaction,  shewed  all  Ids  paces  ". 

In  the  afternoon,  I  liad  the  honour  of  attending  tlie  Oraiid 
Duke  and  Duchess  over  their  grounds,  which  were  laid  out 
accorcUng  to  the  improved  Englisli  system.  We  passed  a 
field  of  barley,  of  the  sort  called  in  Scotland  bear  or  big, 
which  was  then  ripening,  and  the  Grand  Duchess,  pulling  one 
of  the  ripest  ears,  said,  "  Sir,  take  tins  ear,  and  try  if  such 
grain  will  grow  in  your  country."  Unfortunately  the  ear  was 
lost  before  I  arrived  in  Scotland.  They  pressed  me  with 
much  earnestness  to  stay  supper,  and  all  night.  Previous  en- 
gagements, which  1  could  not  dispense  with,  prevented  my 
accepting  this  flattering  invitation ;  but  1  shall  alu'ays  recollect* 
(vith  peculiar  pleasure,  my  visit  to  Pauloski. 

The  figure  of  the  Grand  Duke  was  not  much  in  his  &Tour. 
He  was  rather  diminutive  in  size,  and  his  nose  and  face  were 
flatter  than  is  usual  in  tlic  more  southern  parts  of  Europe. 
He  had  indeed  a  good  deal  of  the  Tartar  in  his  physiognomy. 
The  expression  of  his  countenance,  however,  was  not  then 
BO  unpleasing  as  it  afterwards  became,  when  his  furious  pfis- 
sions,  which  had  been  kept  under  complete  subjection  by  ma- 
ternal authority,  burst  forth.  In  consequence  of  some  un- 
guarded speeches  he  had  made,  the  Empress  behaved  to  him 
witli  great  coolness  at  that  time,  and  would  liardly  permit  his 
name  to  be  mentioned  in  her  presence.  His  two  eldest  sons, 
Alexander  and  Constantine,  (the  little  Grand  Dukes,  as  they 
were  called),  were  educated  entirely  by  the  Empress,  and 
were  constantly  with  her,  being  in  a  manner  retmned  as  hos-  | 
tages  for  tlieir  father's  fidelity. 


1 

f  when  I  ralumcd  to  ScDlland,  la  gvt  iiucli  Buoihcr  bone,  liul  unsuccenrutly.  ■       ^m 

i  i 


■ftcrwsrd«  fouiid  Ihit  the  hone  wv  Iharough  bxed,  ind  had  been  pur- 
^hued  from  Mr  Angela,  the  riding-muter  al  EdinLurgh.      I  endcaroured, 
[rncd  to  ScDlland,  1 
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'Hie  Grand  Duke  had,  with  much  prudence,  decidedly  ilU- 
coiiraged  some  hmte  artfully  inxinuated,  tlmt  it  was  full  time 
for  him  to  demand  possenHion  of  the  Crown  firom  his  mother, 
who  had  evidently  usurped  It.  "  I  will  never  furnish  my  son," 
(he  said).  "  with  any  apology  for  conspiring  to  dethrone  me." 
This  wise  determination  was  in  a  ^rreat  measure  owing  to  his 
preceptor.  Count  Paiiin,  who  had  public  spirit  enouf^h,  when 
on  his  deathbed,  to  send  for  the  Grand  Duke,  and  conjure 
him,  by  every  thing  he  held  dear  and  sacred,  never  to  attempt 
dethroning  his  mother.  "  Russia,"  he  said,  "  had  already 
suffered  sufficiently  by  past  revolutions ;  and  were  they  not 
now  put  a  stop  to,  they  might  never  cease," 

Tlie  Grand  Duchess,  (Maria,  daughter  of  Eugene,  Duke 
of  Wirtembcj^),  was,  when  I  saw  her,  beautiful  in  the  ex- 
treme, anil  remarkable  for  the  superior  elegance  and  fasci- 
nating affability  of  her  manners.  The  Empress  Catherine 
was  very  jealous  of  her  superior  beauty,  and  could  not  bear  lliat 
the  Grand  Duke  and  Duchess  should  rival  their  Sovereign, 
ill  the  decorations  of  their  palaces, — the  disposition  of  their 
grounds, — the  ornaments  of  their  gardens, — or  any  splendid 
display  of  biste. 

It  is  highly  gratiiying  to  me  to  recollect,  that  I  never  met 
any  where  with  a  more  gracious  reception  than  at  Pauloski. 
The  master  and  mistress  of  a  private  gentleman's  tamily  could 
not  have  been  more  attentive,  it  was  a  pleasing  spectacle  to 
see  the  future  possessors  of  so  great  an  empire,  living  at  their 
cmuitry  residence,  in  the  lui ostentatious  style  of  any  noble  fa- 
mily ;  and  as  fond  of  showing  their  crops,  temples,  cascades, 
grottoes,  &c.  to  an  entire  stranger,  as  If  tliey  had  nothing  ebe 
to  boast  of. 


I.  IMPERIAL  AND  IIOYAL 


AUDIENCE  OF  THE  EMPEROR  ALEXANDER. 

Ldterfiom  t/ie  CowU  Lieveii,  tite  Ruaian  Ambassador  at  t 

British  Court. 

Count  Lieven  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  John  ; 

clair,  and  begs  to  inform  him,  that  the  Emperor  will  reoein 

him  to-morrow,  (Tuesday),  at  three  o'clock  P.  M.  at  the  ] 

teriey  Hotel. 


I 


The  Emperor  was  alone  in  his  cabinet,  when  I  was  present^ 
ed,  (June  21.  1814),  dressed  in  a  pfreen  uniform,  widi  an 
open,  pleasant,  and  good-humoured  countenance,  and  with  an 
appearance  manly  and  interesting.  He  did  not  seem  in  the 
least  affected  by  all  the  fatigues  he  had  undergone,  though  I 
saw  him  in  the  morningafter  the  grand  ball  at  Wliite's.  He 
understood  English  when  addressed  to  him,  and  spoke  it  wit 
out  hesitation,  but  preferred  conversing  in  French. 

He  said,  on  my  entrance,  *'  That  he  was  happy  to  rntdc^ 
the  acquaintance  of  one  who  had  paid  so  much  attention  to 
agriculture."     On  my  mentioning,  "  Tliat  I  had  once  liad  tlie 
honour  of  seeing  liis  Imperial  Majesty  at  St  Petersbui^h  ;" 
he  asked,  *'  If  I  should  have  known  him  now  ?"  To  which  ^ 
answered,  "  That  itwas  in  the  year  1786,  twenty-eight  y« 
ago,  when  he  was  only  about  nine  years  of  age,  and  that  the 
change  since  was  very  great."      He  then  said,  "  Tliat  the 
culture  of  hemp  was  the  p-eat  object  of  Russian  agriculturcj 
and  that  he  wished  much  to  know,  whether  any  improvemenl 
had  been  made  in  regard  to  that  article,  or  flax  7"     1 
swered,   "  That  very  great  discoveries  had  recently  b( 
made,  in  the  culture  and  preparation,  both  of  hemp  and 
It  was  ascertained,  tliat  after  the  1^  seed  was  sown, 
double  the  quantity  of  common  salt,  in  proportion  to  the  set 


He 

to 
die 
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sown,  were  strewed  over  the  surface  of  the  ground,  ii  crop,  in 
every  other  respect  treated  in  the  usual  manner,  woidd  he 
greatly  increased  in  quantity,  iind  improved  in  quality."  I 
had  brought  with  me  Npeeimenn  of  fiax  of  that  year's  growth, 
cidtivated  hoth  witli  and  without  salt,  which  he  examined,  and 
was  surprised  at  the  evident  superiority  of  the  taUftt,  over  the 
iinsalted  flax.  I  then  said,  "  It  was  believed  tliat  salting  hemp 
would  answer  equally  well." 

1  next  slated,  "  That  great  improvements  had  likewise 
been  made  in  preparing  hem]i  and  flax,  which  rendered  it  un- 
necessary to  steep  these  plants  in  water,  a  tedious  and  hazar- 
dous process.  By  the  new  plan,  no  risk  was  incurred,  the 
colour  was  better,  and  the  whole  strength  of  the  fibre  was 
preserved,"  He  seemed  very  much  pleased  with  the  speci- 
mens shewn  him  of  these  improvements. 

I  then  produced  samples  of  the  patntt  machines  for  carding 
flax  or  hemp,  invented  by  one  Stead,  near  Edinburgh,  which 
completed  all  the  operations  necessary,  preparatory  to  the 
spinning  process.  He  said  that  he  had  seen,  he  thought, 
some  invention  of  tbc  same  nature,  since  he  had  arrived  in 
England.  He  farther  stated,  tliat  any  improvements  in  the  cul- 
ture or  preparation  of  hemp  were  of  such  importance  to  his 
dominions,  that  he  requested  me  to  send  an  account  of  them 
B8  soon  as  Uiey  occurred ;  adding,  that  he  would  not  pretend 
to  much  knowledge  of  these  branches  himself,  but  tliat  he 
wished  to  keep  tfie  specimens,  to  communicate  to  some  intel- 
ligent persons,  with  whom  he  consulted  regarding  those  points. 
Tlic  subject  to  which  I  next  called  his  Majesty's  attention, 
was  the  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,  in  which  he  appeared 
to  take  much  interest.  He  examined  minutely  the  tables  in 
which  the  cUmatc  of  Scotland  was  treated  of;  the  extent  of 
ground  cultivated  and  uncultivated ;  the  niunber  td  acres  under 
the  different  crops ;  the  produce  of  eacli,  &c.  &c.  He  seemed 
much  pleased  with  these  details ;  requested  a  copy  of  the  ta- 
bles ;  and  regretted  that  it  liad  not  been  in  his  power  to  visit 
that  country. 
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I  tlien  explained  to  liis  Majesty  the  nature  of  tlie  "  Si 
iiml  Pffntmid,"  by  wliicli  inquiries  were  first  earned 
on  a  broad  basin,  beginning;  with  ever}'  parisli  in  a  kingdoi 
then  narrowed  to  each  county  or  province,  and  ultimately  coi 
densed  into  a  general  view  of  the  political  circumstances 
country;  a  mode  of  obtaining  information  wliich  lie  seemi 
to  consider  as  of  a  superior  description. 

The  conversation  liaving  turned  on  llie  military  sen-ices 
(Scotland,  his  Majesty  pronounced  a  warm  eulogiui 
well-known  corps,  '*  Tlie  Scotch  Greffs"  which  had  frequently^ 
attended  him.    He  said,  that  it  was  impossible  to  liave  a  finer 
corps  in  any  service.     He  tlien  asked,  whether  all  the  horseft 
in  the  regiment  were  bred  in  Scotland.     I  answered,  "  Not 
all ;  but  that  Scotch  horses  were  preferred  when  they  could 
got" 

Upon  my  taking  leave,  he  said,  "  That  he  regretted  mm 
the  shortness  of  his  stay  in  England,  which  prevented  him  fi-om 
paying  the  attention  he  would  otherwise  liavc  given  to  inqui- 
ries of  an  agricultural  nature;  but  that  he  would  always  be  hap- 
py to  hear  from  me  regarding  those  subjects,  through  the  me- 
dium of  Ills  ambassador,  the  Count  Lieven."  The  audience, 
which  occupied  about  thirty  minutes,  gave  me  a  very  high 
idea  of  the  Emperor's  politeness  as  a  gentleman  ;  of  his  an- 
xiety for  the  acquisition  of  usefid  knowledge ;  of  his  zeal  to 
promote  the  improvement  of  his  dominions ;  and  of  his  6tni 
for  the  exalted  station  in  which  he  was  placed. 


Jot 


GEORGE  THE  THIRD. 


His  late  Majesty,  (George  lil.),  occupied  a  farm  at  Wim 
sor,  to  which  he  paid  much  attention.  He  certjunly  was  more 
attached  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  than  any  of  his  prede- 
cessors on  the  throne  of  England,  of  which  the  following  letr 
ter,  regarding  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Agriculi 


1 


^culturin^H 
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written  by  tlie  Honourable  II.  F.  Greville,  liis  private  Secre- 
tary, liif  hU  Majexf^s  comituiwl,  anil  addressed  Xa  me,  na  I're- 
fiideitt  of  the  Bourd,  furiiislies  very  striking  evidence. 


Letter  mrittm  by  his  Mirjeity'i  Commaiui, 
SrR, 

I  had  tbc  honour  of  receiving  yours  from  Edinburgh  of  the 
23d  instant,  and  Iiad  the  honour  this  duy  of  presenting  to 
his  Majesty,  the  letter  iiicloned  and  directed  to  him.  His 
Majesty,  in  answer  to  it,  was  pleaded  to  command  me  to  say, 
that  he  much  approves  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Ajrri- 
culture,  and  the  ueal  witli  which  yoii,  as  their  President,  have 
forwarded  them.  His  Majesty  was  idso  pleased  to  add,  thitt 
he  considers  the  success  of  tlie  Board  of  Agricnlture,  as  a  con- 
cern which  very  essentially  interests  the  general  good  of  tlic 
community  at  hirge,  and  that  lie  slmU  consider  every  person 
who  comes  forward  with  bis  assistance  on  this  business  as 
contributing  importantly  to  the  good  of  liis  country. 

I  am  further  cumnmuded  by  his  Majesty  to  inform  you,  that 
he  thinks,  during  the  time  you  are  sending  to  those,  whose 
abilities  have  pointed  them  out  to  your  notice,  as  proper  per- 
sons to  assist  you  in  the  final  execution  of  the  work,  that  you 
would  do  right  to  digest  tlmrouglily  the  plan  of  tlie  whole, 
under  the  clmpters  you  mention ;  and  when  you  have  finally 
settled  (to  your  satisfaction),  witlt  tliem  the  General  Keport, 
his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  say,  tliat  he  sliall  be  glad  to  look  at 
tlie  heads  of  the  chapters  of  a  work,  winch,  when  completed, 
promises  such  general  improvement  to  the  interests  of  his 
kiugdoms,  and  to  which  tlie  attention  of  the  Board  of  Api- 
culture is  so  constantly  directed. 

The  names  also  of  the  gentlemen  who  come  forward,  in  as- 
sisting you  in  arranging  the  General  Report,  will,  1  am  also 
commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  say,  be  very  acceptable. 

1  liave  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  faith- 
ful servant, 

RoBi.  K  Greville. 

Weymouth,  £9.  Aug;  17M. 
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In  tJie  year  1810,  I  was  sworn  in  a  Member  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Privy  Council,  I  received  on  Tuesday  inornijig,  tbe 
•28tli  of  August,  (the  day  after  my  arrival  in  London  from 
Scotland),  a  letter  from  Lord  Viscount  Clietwynd,  clerk  of 
tlie  Privy  Council,  informing  me,  that  a  Council  was  to  be 
held  at  Buckingham  House  tlie  next  day,  when  my  presence 
was  required.  My  carriage  having  been  a  good  deal  injured 
by  my  recent  journey,  I  requested  Mr  Hecretary  Ryder  to  take 
me  to  Court,  which  he  very  readily  agreed  to ;  and  lie  called 
upon  me  for  tliat  purpose,  on  Wednesday,  about  half  past  two 
o'clock.  On  the  King's  arrival  at  three  o'clock,  the  persons 
present  in  the  ievee  room  were  marshalled  according  to  their 
rank,  and  respectively  introduced  to  the  King  by  Lord  St 
Helens,  the  Lord  in  waiting.  When  it  came  to  my  tuni  to  be 
spoken  to,  his  Majesty  inquired  when  I  had  come  from  Scot- 
land ?  What  was  the  state  of  the  crops  there  ?  Whether  the 
harvest  had  begun  ?  &c.  He  added,  that  lie  had  heard  a  great 
deal  of  the  husbandry  of  East  Lothian,  and  of  Berwicltshire  ; 
and  that  even  the  English  travellers  had  described  to  him  the 
agriculture  of  those  two  counties  us  approacliing  to  perfection. 
He  then  made  particular  inquiries  into  the  state  of  tlie  crops 
in  Caithness,  and  whether  wheat  was  grown  in  that  northern 
region.  His  Majesty  had  at  this  period  entirely  lost  his  eiglit ; 
but  his  deportment  was  digiiilied, — his  recollection  perfect, — 
and  his  aiLtiety  for  acquiring  iLseful  information  undiminished. 
When  the  levee  was  over,  the  King  and  his  Ministers  re- 
tired to  the  Council  Cliamber.  I  was  tlien  called  in,  and 
found  his  Majesty  sitting  with  liis  Privy  Councillors  around 
a  long  table.  There  was  a  velvet  cushion  on  the  floor  near 
the  table,  on  which  Lord  Chetwynd  told  me  I  was  to  kneel 
and  fake  tlie  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy.  When  that 
ceremony  was  performed,  1  took  the  Privy  Councillor's  oath 
standing,  and  after  kissing  tlic  King's  hand,  and  shaking 
hands  with  every  Member  of  tlic  Council,  I  took  my  seat  at 
the  board. 
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The  Councillors  present  were  Lord  Camden,  Lord  Wcl- 
lesley,  I^rd  Liverpool,  Mr  Perceval.  Mr  Secretary  Ryder, 
Mr  Yorke,  Mr  Robert  Dundas,  Sir  David  Dundaa,  and  Mr 
Manners  Suttx)n,  the  Judge  Advocate.  'Die  common  routine 
of  business  was  gone  throngli ;  in  particular,  any  reeonmien- 
datious  to  mercy,  in  behalf  of  condemned  criminfds,  were  con- 
sidered. Tlie  appouitment  of  Mr  Gordon,  as  Governor  of 
Berbice,  was  tiien  brought  forward,  and  he  u-as  called  in  to 
take  tlic  oaths  in  presence  of  liis  Majesty  in  Council,  which 
closed  the  business  *. 

'Die  persons  who  attended  tlie  levee  were  all  in  black. 
The  King  was  in  purple,  which  is  the  royal  mourning,  and 
forms  a  handsome  costume.  He  had  become  considerably 
slower  in  his  mode  of  putting  questions,  a  change  which  lessen- 
ed considerably  the  diffidence  and  embarrassment  of  those  witli 
whom  he  conversed.  From  tlie  state  of  confirmed  blindness 
into  which  he  had  fallen,  there  was  no  likelihood  of  his  re- 
covery, as  any  operation,  at  his  time  of  life,  must  have  been 
attended  willi  considerable  danger ;  yet  it  was  highly  gralify- 
infjr  to  see  bis  Majesty  in  perfect  health  and  spirits,  and  ap- 
jiarently  as  likely  to  live  for  some  years,  as  any  individual, 
of  the  same  age,  in  his  dominions  f . 


Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  year  17y6,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  1787,  I  had  taken  a  long  tour  throughout  tlie 
northern  jiarts  of  Europe.  Soon  after  my  return,  having  re- 
quested the  honour  of  an  audience  of  bis  Majesty,  1  received 
from  the  Uuke  of  Roxbui^he,  then  groom  of  the  stole,  the 
subjoined  intimation,  that  an  audience  would  be  granted  on 
the  succeeding  levee  day. 

•  In  the  AppctiJii,  Ko.  I,  will  be  founri  i 
linguiihed  charnclm,  prating  bow  Taiounbly 
W  b«  ■  Priijr  Coundlloi  "OS  received  by 

t   Hii  Majesif  dicrf  or  Hit  UMi  Jaimaj 
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Tlip  Duke  of  Koxbui^he  presents  liis  corapUments  to  Sir 
John  Sinclair,  find  acquaints  liim,  that  his  Majesty  will  gnuit 
him  an  audience  on  Friday  next. 


On  bein^  admitted  into  the  Koyal  Closet,  the  KJn^  a»ked 
a  iiiunber  of  questions  regarding  the  various  countries  I  had 
travelled  tlirough,  but  seemed  particuUrly  anxious  to  know 
the  state  of  Sweden,  where,  in  the  summer  of  1786,  a  total 
change  of  government  had  very  nearly  taken  place.  I  stated, 
that  the  reports  which  had  been  circulated,  regarding  tlie  criti- 
cal situation  of  the  8wedis)i  monarch,  at  that  time,  were  perfect- 
ly well  founded,  andtliat,  had  it  not  been  for  Coimt  Fersen,  a 
nobleman  of  Scottish  extraction,  (his  name  being  properly 
Macpherson),  who  enjoyed  at  that  time  the  greatest  power 
and  influence  in  Sweden,  and  by  wliose  exertions  the  Diet  was 
prevented  from  proceeding  to  extremities,  there  must  liave 
been  another  revolution  in  tliat  country,  and  the  aristocratic 
system  would  have  been  restored.  His  Majesty's  reply  was 
remarkable.  "  Tlie  King  of  Sweden,"  (he  said),  "  would  have 
deserved  his  fate ;  Jhr  the  sovereign  of  a  limited  mojmrchy,  if  he 
is  an  honest  man,  will  never  aim  at  the  acquisition  of  despotic 
power." 

The  subject  of  America  was  accidentally  introduced  in 
the  course  of  this  conference.  His  Majesty  took  occasion  to 
declare,  "  That  lie  considered  the  American  w-.ir  as  a  war  for 
m^ntaining  the  rights,  not  of  the  Crown,  but  of  the  l^rlia- 
ment ;  that  the  Americans  had  acknowledged  the  supremacy 
of  the  Crown,  hut  had  denied  the  authority  of  Parliament ;  tliat 
he  lamented  much  the  separation  of  tlie  two  countries,  but  ha- 
ving acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  colonies,  he  would 
never  countenance  any  plan  for  disturbing  their  government, 
or  bringing  them  back  to  their  old  allegiance."  These  sen- 
timents, spontaneously  uttered,  and  expressed  with  warmtli, 
and,  as  far  as  I  could  possibly  judge,  coming  from  the  heart. 
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sufficiently  prove,  that  sfrlcf  iwnesti/,  itiflexibk  intet/riti/,  aiid  a 
regard  for  the  free  eoiistilatimi  ke  kail  swont  to  maintain,  were 
difltingfuishcd  traits  in  the  character  of  George  the  Third. 

His  Majesty  expressed  a  wisli,  tliat  I  should  draw  up,  for 
his  peru-sal,  a  short  account  of  the  political  circuniHtancea  of 
the  several  coiuitries  I  had  visited  iu  tlie  course  of  my  tour, 
and  more  especially  of  the  three  uorthern  powers,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  Russia.  This  was  done  accordingly ;  and  the  sub- 
stance of  the  information  therein  contmned  is  prefixed  to  my 
correspondence  with  a  number  of  the  most  dlstin^iahed  cha- 
racters in  those  countries  *. 


The  situation  of  a  Monarch  is,  in  general,  much  envied; 
but  little  is  it  considered,  to  what  vexations  and  miseries 
kings  are  exposed.  George  the  Third  once  replied,  when  a 
certain  person  wished  him  joy  on  the  return  of  his  birtli-day, 
"  Do  not  congratulate  me  on  the  commencement  of  another 
year  of  mif  tceary  pili/rimai/e." 

This  Monarch  was  remarkable  for  his  abstemiousness, — a 
habit  wltich  may  be  partly  attributed  to  the  following  circum- 
stance :  Wlien  his  uncle,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  the  con- 
queror at  Culloden,  was  on  his  dcatlibed,  he  sent  for  his  ne- 
phew, and  said  to  him,  "  You  see  the  miserable  state  to  which 
I  am  brought  by  an  inordinate  fatness.  It  «  a  family  tenden- 
cy, which  nothing  but  great  abstemiousness  can  prevent. 
Take,  then,  the  dying  advice  of  £tn  affectionate  kinsman  and 
friend,  and  live  with  the  greatest  care  and  moderation.  It  is 
the  oiily  means  by  which  you  can  avoid  being  brought  to  the 
unhappy  condition  to  wiiich  you  see  me  reduced."  The  death- 
bed admonition  of  a  mucli  respected  relation,  left  a  strong  im- 
pression on  tiie  young  Sovereign ;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  this 
constitutional  tendency,  he  made  it  a  rule  to  take  violent  ex- 
ercise, and  to  live  with  the  strictest  abstinence  f. 

•  Ttiis  infoi 
f  'n»;  Diikt 
only  15. 
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STANISLAUS.  KING  OF  POLAND, 

I  arrived  at  Warsaw  on  the  14tli  of  October  1786,  ai 
day  Imd  tlie  honour  of  being  introduced  to  the  King. 
tlien  in  tlie  34tb  year  of  iiis  age,  about  five  feet  nine  inches  ui 
height,  stout,  and  good  looking,  but  not  so  handsome  as  I 
lind  expected.     His  manners  were  refined ;  but  he  may  he 
described,  rather  as  an  amiable  and  accomplished  gentleman, 
than  an  able  statesman,  fit  to  rule  a  nation,  more  especially  in 
times  of  difficulty.     He  had  u  great  desire  to  distinguish  his 
government  by  something  that  might  be  useful  to  his  countr 
to  compensate  for  the  misfortune  of  having  reigned  when  t 
partition  of  Poland  took  place.     His  life  had  in  it  much  ntoi 
of  distress  than  of  pleasure  ;  and  he  said  himself,  that  he  h 
^  enjoyed  few  "  beaux  momeiu"  during  his  reign.     Among  1 
happiest  hours  was  that,  when  the  Diet,  in  consequence  of  ■ 
speech  he  made  from  the  throne,  unanimously  gnuitod,  amidi 
cries  of  Vivat,  Vivai,  six  millions  of  florins  for  establishing  ■ 
academy  of  cadets  at  Warsaw, 

When  I  was  introduced,  he  sitid,  that  the  name  of  Sine 
was  well  known  to  him,  nnd,  in  particular,  the  Sinclairs  ■ 
Sweden.  He  also  mentioned  the  assassination  of  a  Majo 
Suiclair  in  Poland  by  tlie  Russians,  which  occasioned  a  n 
between  the  two  coinitries.  He  was  remarkably  agreeable  I 
conversation,  and  said  the  most  obliging  things  in  the  mcM 
courteous  manner  possible :  For  instance,  "  He  regretted  t 
my  stay  was  likely  to  be  short ;"  adding,  "  that  he  would  II 
have  parted  with  me  so  soon,  had  he  not  believed  that  I 
a  good  Englishnian, — that  I  could  be  of  service  to  my  c 
try  at  home, — and  that  it  might  suffer  by  my  absence," 

Having  transmitted  to  bis  Majesty  some  agricultural  com 
munications,  1  received  from  htm  the  following  letter,  date 
Varsovie,  le  19.  Janvier  1788. 
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Monsieur  db  Sinclair, 
Certaiiiement  I'attentiou  d'un  Anglois,  qui  possede  autant 
de  connoissances  utiles,  que  vous  Monsieur,  et  qui  veut  bien 
m'en  fairc  part,  ne  peut  etre  quo  tres  agrc^  par  moi :  Ainsi 
je  vous  prie  de  re^evoir  mes  rem-ercimeuB,  but  ce  que  Mr  <ie 
Littlepage  m'a  envoye  de  votre  part,  ensemble  avec  I'assu- 
raiice  de  I'estinie  distinpuee,  que  vous  porte.  Monsieur  de 
Sinclair,  votre  bien  affeclionne  ", 

Stanislas  Auguste  Roy. 

As  my  stay  in  Poland  was  very  lihort,  nothing;  could  be 
more  gratifying  to  me  than  to  receive  the  subjoined  letter, 
from  Charles  Whilworlh,  Esq.,  afterwards  created  Viscoimt 
Whitworth ;  from  which  it  appears,  that  my  short  residence  at 
Warsaw  had  not  been  soon  forgotten. 

Warsaw,  t5tb  FebruHry  1786. 
It  is,  my  dear  Sir,  with  the  utmost  satisfaction,  that  I  em- 
brace this  opportunity,  of  recalling  myself  to  your  recollec- 
tion, and  of  assuring  you,  that  I  am  very  far  from  having  for- 
got the  agreeable,  though  short  time,  we  passed  togetlier  in 
tills  place.  I  am  certain  it  will  not  be  indifferent  to  you  to 
learn,  tltat  you  have,  in  that  short  time,  acquired  many  friends 
here,  who  frequently  inquire  after  you,  but  most  particidarly 
the  King.  The  inclosed  letter  was  ^ven  to  me  by  the  Ru»- 
i^ian  ambassador,  and  I  lose  no  time  to  forward  it.  I  will  not 
trouble  you,  with  the  news  of  this  country,  which  can  be 
none  to  you.     We  are  tolerably  quiet,  considering  what  passes 


Wanaw,  Janiiarj  I!>.  178a 

Sia, 

Tliere  ciQ  be  no  doubt  that  Ihc  Bltenllon  or  an  Englinhraui,  vho  posscnes  no 
miich  uscTuI  infomuEiaii  u  you,  aod  nho  is  willing  to  conuDunicile  it,  must  be 
highly  acceptable  to  me.  I  beg.  therefore,  you  will  receiva  my  thanks,  for  what 
Mr  Liulepage  ha«  tronimilled  to  mc  from  you.  logethei  with  Ihe  HMUnincc  of 
the  great  ettecm  entertiined  for  you  by,  ffir,  your  *ery  aHbctionate, 

(Signed)         StANiSLAUi  Auguitui  Rex. 
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in  our  neighbourhood.      Adieu,  my  dear  Sir  John,  and  be- 
lieve me  to  be,  with  great  regard,  &e. 


VII. 

FREDERICK  WILLIAM  II,  KING  OF  PRUSSIA. 

I  arrived  in  Berlin  soon  after  the  death  of  the  celebrated 
Frederick,  an  event  which  took  place  on  the  17th  August  1786^ 
and  on  the  12th  of  November  following  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  presented  to  his  successor.  As  there  was  a  complete 
change  in  the  politics  of  Prussia,  and  the  new  sovereign  had  de* 
clared  his  preference  of  a  connexion  with  England  to  that  unth 
Frfuice,  the  reception  I  met  with,  being  the  first  member  of 
the  British  Parliament  who  had  attended  his  court,  was  in  the 
highest  degree  gratifying-  His  Majesty  was  then  about  forty- 
two,  above  six  feet  high,  and  had  a  majestic  appearance.  His 
uncle.  Prince  Henry,  was,  on  the  other  hand,  an  open  and  de* 
clared  friend  to  France,  hardly  ever  spoke  German,  except 
after  his  nephew's  accession,  and  read  nothing  but  French 
writers.  He  used  constantly  to  have  the  French  minister  with 
him,  but  never  the  English  one  ;  and  while  all  the  strangers 
from  France  were  graciously  received,  no  Englishman  had,  for 
many  years,  been  admitted. 

It  was  on  Tuesday  the  21st  of  November  that  I  was  asked 
to  sup  with  this  Prince,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  Berlin  po- 
liticians. The  invitation  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the 
King  was  to  be  there.  After  the  company  assembled  had 
spent  about  a  couple  of  hours  at  the  games  of  loto  dauphin^ 
and  whist,  supper  w^s  announced  at  nine,  and  about  fifteen  in 
all,  in  which  nmnber  I  had  the  honour  of  being  included,  sat 
down  to  the  royal  table.  The  entertainment  was  rather  long^ 
and  tedious.  After  supper,  the  King,  and  the  rest  of  the 
company,  returned  to  the  rooms,  where  they  had  originally 
assembled.    His  Majesty  then  calling  me  aside,  entered  in- 
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to  a  pretty  long  discussion  on  t}ie  subject  of  tlie  commerce 
and  finances  of  Prussia,  respecting  whicii  I  gave  him  some 
hints,  with  which  he  acemed  to  be  gratified.  He  expressetl 
his  regret  at  tlie  shortness  of  my  stay  at  Berlin,  as  these  were 
subjects,  he  said,  with  wliich  he  was  very  much  occupied  at 
that  time,  and  ho  would  have  been  glad  to  have  been  favoured 
with  the  sentiments  of  one  wlio  had  directed  so  much  atten- 
tion to  political  inquiries. 

On  the  departure  of  the  King,  I  had  a  private  conference 
with  Prince  Henry  on  the  same  subjects ;  in  tlie  course  of 
which  he  inquired,  whether  it  was  possible  to  have  "  a  perfect 
system  of  finance  i"'  I  replied,  "  That  if  it  were  ])omble  to  have 
a  nation  ofperficl  men,  all  of  them  divested  of  avarice,  and  full 
of  zeal  for  the  public  interest,  it  might  be  possible  to  have  a 
perfect  system  of  finance,  otherwise  it  could  not  be  accom- 
plished. It  «Tis  impossible,"  I  renmrked,  "  thatthe  same  system 
could  answer  in  different  forms  of  government.  For  instance, 
en  independent  revenue  would  be  suitable  to  a  despotic  mo- 
narchy, but  would  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of  a  free  con- 
stitution, where  the  people  were  anxious  that  their  rulers  should, 
in  a  great  measure,  be  dependent  upon  them  for  the  supplies. 
Nor  would  the  same  system  suit  the  same  government  in  dif- 
ferent stages  of  society  ;  for,  at  first,  ta.Tes  are  paid  chiefly  by 
military  services ;  nest,  they  are  paid  in  land,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  sovereign's  family  and  household ;  and  after 
society  has  mode  considerable  progress,  the  taxes  become  en- 
tirely payable  in  money." 

When  the  royal  family  had  gone,  the  rest  of  tlie  company, 
astonished  to  see  a  stranger  taken  so  much  notice  of  by  them, 
overpowered  me  with  their  attention  and  civilities. 

I  set  out  from  Berlin  the  next  morning,  and  breakfasted  at 
Potsdam.  The  palace  contained  nothing  worth  particular  no- 
tice. I  thence  proceeded  to  Sans  Souci,  where  the  great 
Frederick  had  died,  and  I  found  them  repairing  the  room  where 
that  event  had  taken  place.  The  books  which  Frederick  liad 
last  perused,  were  77ie  Edilo, — L,'Art  tic  la  Giterrr, — his  own 
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understood^! 


worh, — anH  Suetanim.  I  observed  in  his  library, 
rent  lives  of  Oliver  Cromwell  in  French,  whicli  I  understc 
he  frequently  read.  I  found,  that  no  stranger  had  been  ad- 
mitted since  March  1786,  so  tliat  1  could  not  have  seen  liiin 
had  I  originally  gone  by  Berlin,  instead  of  proceeding  to  Rus- 
sia by  Denmark  and  Sweden. 

At  Berlin,  I  recollect  an  uiteresting  discussion  on  the  qiu 
tion,  "  To  what  circumstance  it  was  owing,  that  the  Frei 
language  prevailed  so  much  in  Germany,  mid  in  other  parts  q{ 
Europe?"  On  this  subject,  it  was  remarked  by  M.  de  ^ 
ner,  whom  the  new  King  much  consulted,  "  That  the  pM 
valence  of  the  French,  was  not  owing  to  tlie  superiority  < 
the  language  itself  to  the  English  or  German,  or  to  any  gres 
er  ability  in  the  French  authors,  but  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  number  of  refugees  driven  from  France,  when  the  edict 
of  Nantz  was  repealed,  who  acted  as  teachers  in  every  coun- 
try where  they  went,  and  served  to  spread  the  French  1 
guage,  manners,  and  dress,  all  over  the  Continent." 
remark  was  more  applicable  to  Germany,  than  to  sevet 
other  parts  of  Europe. 

I  heard  two  anecdotes  of  Frederick,  which  I  think  it  rigll^ 
here  to  record,  as  they  do  credit  to  the  wit,  and  manly  s 
of  two  British  subjects. 

A  Dr  Baylis  liaving  spent  his  fortune  in  vainly  eiu 
vouring  to  get  a  seat  in  Parliament,  was  at  last  obliged  to  study 
medicine,  and  established  himself  ui  Saxony,  where  he  acqui- 
red a  high  reputation.  The  King  of  Prussia  offered  him  very 
handsome  terms  to  settle  at  his  capital,  which  he  accepts 
Upon  his  arrival  in  Berlin,  and  being  introduced  at  Coui 
the  King  said  to  him,  "  Dites-moi  un  peu,  Monsieur,  con 
bien  de  monde  avez-vous  expedie,  avant  de  parvenir  a  votj 
grande  reputation?"  "  Pas  la  moitieantant  que  votre  Majesty's 
replied  tlie  Doctor.  It  was  so  home  a  thrust,  that  the  King 
never  forgave  it.  He  liked  to  be  witty  himself,  but  not  to 
be  the  cause  of  wit  in  others,  or  to  give  them  any  advantage 
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over  him  in  conversation.  Hence  he  soon  quarrelled  H-idi  Vol- 
taire, and  other  distingniahcd  literary  characters. 

Sir  Andrew  Mitchell,  a  North  Briton,  was  long  ambassador 
at  Berlin,  particularly  during  the  seven  years'  war,  and  at- 
tended the  King  during  all  his  battles  and  campaigns.  One 
day  intelligence  was  received  of  great  rejoicings  in  England, 
on  account  of  some  victory,  with  acknowledgments  to  the 
Divine  Being  for  his  powerful  aid.  On  this  the  King  asked 
Sir  Andrew,  "  Si  le  peuple  d'Aiigleterre  etoitasaez  fou  pour 
BUpposer,  que  le  bon  Dieu  etoit  un  de  leurs  allies  ?"  to  which 
Sir  Andrew  answered,  '*  Que,  s'il  en  I'init  ainsi,  il  ne  prenoit 
point  de  subsides."  As  it  is  well  known  tliat  the  King  of 
Prussia  was  enabled  to  carry  on  the  war,  in  a  great  measure, 
by  the  aid  of  the  English  subsidies,  t)ic  stroke  was  peculiarly 
cutting. 

Frederick  the  Great  was  certainly  a  most  extraoniinary 
cliaracter.  When  the  government  of  Prussia  devolved  upon 
him,  it  was  a  small,  inconsiderable,  and  disjointed  kingdom, 
without  arts,  industry,  or  riches.  By  the  abilities  of  Frederick, 
it  was  raised  to  be  a  great,  compact,  and  flourishing  empire. 
He  taught  his  subjects  industry,  improved  their  skill  in  agri- 
culture, and  enabled  them  to  partake  the  advantages  of  ma- 
nufiu:tures  and  commerce.  But  the  foundation  of  tlie  national 
prosperity  he  laid  on  aipiculturr.  Impressed  with  ideas  of  its 
sTiperior  importance,  he  was  accustomed  to  lay  out  above 
£.300,000  per  annum  in  promoting  various  agricultural  im- 
provements. Thb  he  considered  to  be  "  as  manure  spread 
upon  the  prouiui,  to  Mcure  a  more  abundant  harvest;"  and  in 
fact,  instead  of  being  impoverished  by  such  liberal  grants,  he 
thereby  increased  his  revenues  so  much,  that  he  was  able  to 
leave  a  treasury  behind  him  containing  twelve  millions  Sler- 
ling  *. 

•  SecCodeof  Agriculture,3dedil.p.  515,  TheputicaUnofthncgruiu  arc 
dciailcd  in  MiKellincoui  Em>i;i  by  Sir  John  SncUir.  primed  1S0Z,  p.  £60. 
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vm, 

GUSTAVUS  THE  THIRD,  KING  OF  SWEDEN. 

It  was  on  the  22d  of  July  I7869  that  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  presented  to  this  Sovereign,  at  his  country  palace  of 
Droningholm.  I  was  received  in  so  very  flattering  a  manner, 
that  the  French  ambassador  could  not  conceal  the  chagrin  with 
which  he  witnessed  it.  But  the  circumstance  can  easily  be 
accounted  for.  Tliere  had  long  been  a  most  intimate  con- 
nexion between  Sweden  and  Scotland.  A  number  of  Scotch 
Regiments  had  served  with  great  eclat  under  Gustavus  Adol- 
phus  in  his  German  war ;  and  so  many  of  the  ofScers  of  those 
corps  had  settled  in  Sweden,  that  not  less  than  about  sixty 
of  the  nobility  of  Sweden  were  of  Scottish  extraction.  Among* 
these,  the  King  remarked,  that  there  were  not  less  than  three 
noble  &milies  of  the  name  of  Sinclair;  so  that  it  must  have  in- 
terested him  much,  to  have  a  person  of  that  name,  from  the  same 
country,  and  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  British  House  of 
Commons,  presented  to  him.  He  was  likewise  glad  to  leam^ 
from  the  English  minister,  (Sir  Thomas  Wroughton),  that  I 
supported  the  administration  of  Mr  Pitt;  feelingly  adding, 
"  That  he  was  not  fond  of  tliose,  who  were  perpetually  wrangf- 
ling  with  their  Sovereign,  and  disturbing  the  peace  and  tcan- 
quillity  of  a  country." 

The  royal  family  took  no  meal  in  public  except  supper, 
and,  during  that  repast,  the  King  was  accustomed  to  send 
for  the  foreign  ministers,  and  any  strangers  who  were  at  Court. 
On  the  present  occasion,  I  was  the  fourth  in  succession,  and 
was  desired  to  attend  before  the  Spanish  minister,  and  se* 
veral  other  foreigners  of  distinction,  which  was  considered  a 
great  compliment,  and  was  probably  owing  to  my  political 
rank  as  a  British  senator.  After  these  audiences  were  over, 
there  was  occasionally  singing,  and  some  instrumental  mu- 
sic.    The  scene,  on  the  whole,  was  splendid  and  interesting*. 
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The  ministers  of  tlie  ctohii,  and  tlie  stnui^rs  present,  were 
afterwards  invited  to  sup  at  the  table  of  the  Countess  Piper, 
where  the  enterlainment  was  sumptuous.  We  returned  al>out 
two  o'clock  next  monmi)^  to  Stockholm,  after  spending  a  Jay 
us  happy  as  royal  splendour  and  luxury  could  make  it.  On 
our  return,  Monsieur  Trembley,  b  savant  from  Switzerland, 
remarked,  "  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  such  scenes  as 
these,  should  turn  the  heads  of  those  wliu  are  uot  true  phi- 
losophers." 

Ciustavus,  as  lias  always  been  the  case  with  monarchs,  was 
represented  in  different  colours,  by  bis  foes  and  his  friends. 
His  enemies  dwelt  on  hw  defects  and  vices ;  and  Ills  friends, 
on  those  accompUshmentjt  and  virtues  which  tliey  contended 
he  possessed.  Ity  blending  the  two  tojrether,  and  taking'  a  lit- 
tle from  both,  his  real  character  may  bejustlyestijnated.  His 
enemies  accused  him  of  intemperance  in  drinking,  in  which 
lie  occasionally  indulged  himself;  but  he  was  not  an  habi- 
tual drunkard.  They  ridiculed  Iiim  much  for  bis  vanity  ;  in 
particular  for  imitating,  because  bis  name  wus  Gustavus,  liis 
renowned  anceators,  Gustavus  Vasa  and  Ciustavus  Adolphus. 
This  was  certainly  a  laudable  ambition,  had  he  not  extended 
it  to  such  trifles,  as  t>itting  in  the  atiitude  in  which  Gustavus 
Adolphus  n'as  drawn,  and  tlie  like  minutiee.  The  next  charge 
tbeybrought  against  him  was  ej-b^yit'-u^KHur.  He  was  certaiidy 
inclined  to  spend  much  more  than  the  revenues  of  so  poor  a 
kingdom  as  Sweden  could  afford.  He  immersed  himself  in  all 
kinds  of  expenses, — some  usefUl,  like  those  at  Carlscrona  ; 
otliers  perfectly  unnecessary,  sucli  as  tlie  building  of  the  most 
elegant,  though  not  the  largest  opera-bouse  in  Europe.  This 
edifice  cost  above  £.150,000  ;  aiid  its  actors,  decorations,  &c. 
occasioned  an  aimual  expense,  which  the  prudent  and  frugal 
Swedes  grudged  not  a  little.  He  likeu'ise  kept,  in  his  sta- 
bles at  Stockhohn,  no  fewer  than  275  horses.  In  short,  Ins  es- 
tabUsbments  were  altt^ether  on  tno  great  a  scale  for  so  small 
a  kingdom.  He  was  also  accused  of  being  extremely  unguard- 
ed and  imprudent  in  hb  speeches.     Being  much  disappuinted 
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at  the  reception  he  liad  met  with  at  Paris,  and  attributing  it  t 
tlie  Queen  of  France,  he  gave  her  additiunal  lunhrage  by  tlw 
imprudent  remarka  he  made  respecting'  her.  He  certainly  said! 
in  a  public  company,  "  That  she  had  grown  too  fat,  to  be  an^ 
longer  accounted  a  beauty ;"  and  tlie  Queen  having  one  day  ^ 
sung  in  his  company,  to  display  her  vocal  accomplishments, 
(which,  it  is  said,  were  of  tlie  first  order),  when  his  opinion 
of  her  performance  was  asked,  he  very  coldly  replied,  "  That  | 
he  never  relished  any  singing  but  upon  the  stage." 
Queen,  it  is  said,  by  leaving  him  out  of  her  parties,  and  otherfl 
slights,  took  care  to  shew  her  resentment.  In  the  last  place^J 
he  was  very  apt  to  be  hasty  in  the  plans  he  adopted.  Tlwl 
Diet  in  1786  was  rasldy  resolved  on,  and  as  hastily  dissolved  $■ 
and  the  speech  at  the  dissolution  was  so  extremely  violent  Y 
that  the  King  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  Hoften  it  beforei  I 
it  was  printed.  Tlie  obnoxious  passages,  however,  were  deep->j 
ly  engraven  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  hearers,  and  rendei^a 
ed  him  extremely  unpopular. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  his  friends  contended,  the  King  al- 
ways shewed  a  sincere  and  hearty  desire  to  render  his  country 
flourishing.      Every  usefid  attempt,  of  a  public  nature,  lie 
warmly  patronized.     He  encouraged  learned  men  of  all  profe»- 
sions.     To  those  who  conspicuously  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  literary  labours,  he  gave  the  offices  they  were  entitled 
to  expect,  as  the  best  professorships  in  the  different  universi- 
ties, and  sometimes  the  order  of  Vaga,  as  in  the  case  of  Thun- 
berif,  who  liad  been  in  Japaiu     By  his  attention  and  encourag;&-. 
ment,  he  also  reared  some  tolerable  painters ;  and  Sergle,  whqil 
was  employed  and  maintained  by  him,  was  an  excellent  sta 
tuary.     He  was  very  attentive,  as  every  wise  King  ought  t 
be,  to  preserve  his  naval  and  military  establishment  on  thai 
best  possible  footing.     He  again  called  forth  the  warlike  spi-T 
rit  of  the  Swedes,  which  had  sunk  very  low  during  his  &- 
ther's  reign :  and  his  fleet,  by  the  exertions  and  abilities  oS 
that  excellent  constructor,  Chapman,  became  extremely  for- 
midable. 
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There  was  no  inan  more  insiniiating  wLen  he  chose  it,  or 
who  could  behave  in  a  more  affable  and  engaging  manner  to 
strangers.  In  point  of  general  hnuwlndye  also,  there  were  very 
few  of  hb  subjects  on  a  footing  with  him.  His  pretensioos 
to  eloquence  stood  high  for  a  sovereign.  His  oratorical  talents 
were  of  great  service  to  him  at  the  Revolution,  and  conti- 
nued to  render  him  popular  mtli  tlie  people  at  large.  His 
enemies  however  contended,  that  lie  ought  to  be  called  a  jiar- 
Iciir,  and  not  an  orateur. 

His  courtiers  were  constantly  representing  to  him,  that  he 
was  possessed  of  abilities  too  transcendent  to  be  confined  witli- 
in  so  narrow,  cold,  and  remote  a  country  as  Sweden,  and  tliat 
he  was  better  qualified,  tlian  any  monarch  then  existing,  not 
only  to  govern  a  great  empire,  but  to  hold  in  his  hands  the 
balance  of  Europe.  Impressed  with  these  ideas,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  he  should  consider  the  convulsion  arising 
from  the  Frendi  Revolution,  as  furnishing  him  u-itli  a  favour- 
able opportuiiity  of  appearing  on  the  stage  of  politics,  with 
great  eclat.  He  was  thence  induced  to  go  in  person  to 
Coblentz,  to  confer  with  the  exiled  princes  and  nobility  of 
France,  and  to  ascertain  in  wliat  manner  he  could  best  give 
them  his  assistance.  It  was  resolved  that  he  should  fit  out  an 
armament,  and  in  person  make  a  descent  on  the  coast  of 
France,  to  co-operate  with  the  Royalists.  A  conspiracy, 
however,  liad  been  formed,  by  some  of  the  discontented  nobles 
in  Sweden,  at  whose  instigation  lie  was  assassinate<i  at  a  mas- 
querade, in  his  own  palace,  on  the  16th  of  March  1792. 
He  survived  till  the  •29th  of  that  month,  retaining  his  mental 
faculties  to  the  last,  and  exhibiting  on  his  deathbed,  a  noble 
and  heroic  spirit,  wbicli  enabled  him  to  devote  his  last  hours, 
amidst  much  pain  and  anguish,  to  public  concerns,  and  in  par- 
ticular to  the  arrangement  of  the  future  government  of  his 
kingdom. 
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IX. 
CHARLES  JEAN  (BERNADOTTE),  KING  OF  SWEDEN. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  present  King  of  Sweden 
is  possessed  of  very  considerable  talents.  The  letter  which 
he  wrote  on  the  education  of  his  son,  was  distinguished  by 
good  sense  and  ability,  and  would  do  credit  to  any  author. 
Having  the  command  of  the  French  troops  in  the  lower  part 
of  Germany,  during  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Napoleon, 
he  happened  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  natives  of  Swe- 
den, who  sounded  his  praises  so  much  in  that  country,  that  it 
led  to  the  idea  of  electing  him  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden  in 
1610,  and  he  succeeded  to  the  Crown  in  1817.  It  was  with 
great  difficulty,  that  Bonaparte  was  prevailed  upon  to  give  the 
plan  his  concurrence;  and  Bemadotte  had  certainly  a  very  dif- 
ficult game  to  play  afterwards,  when  Napoleon  made  his  cele- 
brated attack  on  Russia ;  but  on  that  occasion,  and  during  the 
remainder  of  the  war,  he  conducted  himself  with  great  pru-> 
dence  and  ability. 

It  is  singular,  that  there  was  at  one  time  an  idea  of  placing 
Bemadotte  on  the  throne  of  France.  He  was  considered  by 
some  as  the  fittest  person,  being  both  connected  with  the  Re- 
volution, and  at  the  same  time  adopted,  in  a  manner,  into  the 
circle  of  the  old  and  legitimate  royalty  of  Europe.  The  re- 
storation of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  it  is  known,  was  not  origi- 
nally agreed  on,  and  was  brought  about  in  a  very  singular  man- 
ner. When  the  allies  approached  Paris,  a  few  of  their  meet 
active  partisans  resolved  to  make  the  attempt.  They  printed 
accordingly  a  great  number  of  the  proclamations  of  the  Boui^ 
bons ;  and  on  the  morning  the  Allies  entered  Paris,  these  were 
read  to  the  people,  and  distributed  by  a  number  of  women  of 
fashion,  attended  by  all  the  young  men  they  could  influence. 
An  abundant  expenditure  of  white  cockades  took  place  at 
the  same  time ;  and  they  were  so  generally  worn,  that  the 
Emperor  Alexander  was  impressed  with  the  idea,  that  the 
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resUiradoii  would  be  popular,  thuu^li  it  had  not  till  then  been 
finally  concluded. 

It  was  with  some  difficulty,  that  the  proposal  of  preserving 
Bemadotte  on  the  throne  of  Sweden  was  afterwards  agreed 
ta  It  was  inconsistent,  it  was  sdd,  with  the  system  adopted 
by  the  Allies, — "  that  of  restoring  Europe  as  much  as  possible 
to  the  same  state  in  which  it  was  placed  prior  to  the  French  Re- 
volution :"  but  Bemadotte  having  joined  the  allies  in  the  attack 
upon  Napoleon,  his  claims  were  cunsidered  the  strongest. 


Letter  friim  tkr  Kitu/  of  Sweden  to  the  Riylit  Uunouruhk  Sir 
Jii/ai  StHelair. 
Monsieur  le  Chevalier  Baronet  Sinclair,  J'u  re^u  votre 
lettre,  avec  I'anonce  ile  TouvTuge  important  que  vous  venez 
de  publier ;  et  c'est  avec  un  vrai  plaisir  que  je  prendrai  des 
mesures  pour  remplir  votre  belle  intention,  a  I'avantage  du 
paJLS,  dont  la  prosperitc  est  I'objet  de  mes  vueux  et  de  mes  ef- 
forts. J'eprouve  uiie  satisfaction  particuliere,  en  prufitant  de 
I'occasion  que  vous  m'offirez  vous-mtime,  de  vous  esprimer 
toute  I'estime  que  vous  m'inspirez,  et  que  vous  portent  tons 
les  habitans  echurC'S  de  la  Suede,  ou  votre  nom  est  connu  de- 
puis  longtems,  aussi  bien  que  les  travaux  que  vous  consacrez 
avec  tant  de  aucces  au  ])lus  utile  comma  au  plus  honorable  de 
tons  les  metiers.  L'homme  vertueux,  qui  remplit  fidelement 
ses  devoirs  envers  le  pais  qui  I'a  vii  naitre,  a  des  droits  a  la 
reconnaissance  de  sa  patric.  Le  philanthrope  qui  voue  ses 
lumieres  et  ses  veiUes  au  bienetre  de  rhumanitc  enriere,  a 
droit  de  citoyen  chez  tons  les  peuples.  En  vous  assurant  de 
mes  senlimens  bien  disdngues,  je  pric  Dieu  qu'il  vous  ait. 
Monsieur  le  Chevalier  Baronet  Siachur,  en  sa  sainte  et  digue 
garde,  etant  voire  affectioun^, 

Charles  Jean  *. 
Stockbolin,  le  18.  Ao£t  1S17. 


I  have  received  your  leller,  with  (be  Prospectus  of  the  imparl 
VOL.  I. 
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X. 
FREDERICK  THE  SIXTH,  KING  OF  DENMARK. 

When  I  visited  Denmark  in  July  1786,  the  King,  (Chris- 
tian the  Seventh),  was  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  g^ovem- 
ment,  and  no  court  was  held  for  the  introduction  of  strangen. 
The  young  Prince  who  succeeded  him  promised  well.  He 
studied  much ;  and,  what  is  always  a  good  sign  in  a  person  of 
his  rank,  he  rose  early  in  the  morning.  He  had  not  indulged 
himself  to  any  excess,  in  women,  in  wine,  or  at  the  table.  He 
had  made  great  improvements  in  the  discipline  of  the  Danisk 
troops,  which  had  fallen  into  disorder ;  and  he  likewise  paid 
much  attention  to  naval  matters.  He  was  peculiarly  fortunate 
in  employing  a  minister,  (Cmmt  Bemstorff)^  who  was  one  of  the 
ablest  statesmen  that  I  met  with  on  the  Continent. 

When  the  Prince  ascended  the  throne,  under  the  namie  of 
Frederick  VI.,  he  became  extremely  partial  to  the  pursuits  of 
agriculture ;  and  with  a  view  of  promoting  a  spirit  for  inn 
proving  that  art  in  Denmark,  he  was  at  the  expense  of  having 
<<  The  Code  of  Agriculture"  translated  and  circulated  in  hur 
dominions.  A  copy  of  the  translation  was  sent  to  the  Authcnry 
by  the  celebrated  Professor  Oersted,  with  the  following  letter : 

mre  about  to  publish ;  and  it  will  afford  me  the  highest  pleasure  to  forward  jour 
good  intentions,  for  the  advantage  of  a  country  whose  prosperity  is  the  gmt 
object  of  my  wishes  and  efforts.  I  feel  a  particular  satisfaction  in  availing  mj- 
self  of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  you  the  esteem  with  which  you  &iv« 
spired  me,  and  which  is  also  entertained  for  you  by  all  the  enlightened  i 
tants  of  Sweden,  where  your  name  has  been  known  for  a  long  time,  as  wdl  aa 
the  successful  labour  you  bestow  on  the  most  useful  and  honourable  of  all  pur* 
suits.  The  virtuous  man,  who  faithfully  fulfils  his  duties  to  the  country  wbicbi^ 
has  given  him  birth,  has  a  right  to  its  gratitude.  The  philosopher,  who  derolaa' 
his  knowledge  and  acquirements  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  human  race, 
claim  to  the  rights  of  citizenship  among  all  nations.  Assuring  you  of  the 
distinguished  place  you  hold  in  my  regard,  I  pray  God  to  preserve  jou  in 
holy  keeping,  and  am  your  affectionate, 

(Signed)        Chablss  Jsan. 
Stockholm,  18th  August  1817. 
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To  Sir  Joliii  Sinclair,  Bart. 

Copenbagen,  the  Sd  Mulii  \B2i. 
Dear  Sir, 
In  sending  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Danisli  translation 
«f  your  celebrated  Code  of  Agriculture,  I  am  glad  to  have 
the  occasion  of  expressing  you  my  thaiiks  for  the  kind  recep- 
tion  I  enjoyed  with  you,  and  of  tentifying  you  my  high  esteem 
and  consideration. 

Your  most  humble, 

and  most  obedient  sen'ant. 

Oersted. 


The  ancient  Danes  arc  represented  to  have  been  a  strong, 
hardy,  and  martial  race  of  men.  But  ever  since  the  establish- 
ment of  a  despotic  govennuent,  in  1660,  they  liave  been  gra- 
dually degenerating ;  and  for  above  a  century  past  have  done 
nothing  worthy  of  their  former  re]iutation.  The  nobles,  when 
I  visited  that  coimtry,  with  some  laudable  exceptions,  were, 
in  general,  expensive  and  luxurious :  and  the  commoners  idle 
and  dispirited.  The  diet  of  the  peasants  was  very  poor ;  and 
they  were  much  addicted  to  spirituous  liquors.  Tliey  wore 
nothing  but  wooden  shoes,  which  cramping  the  circulation, 
and  giving  the  muscles  of  their  feet  no  play,  occasioned  some- 
times lameness,  and  hence  the  majority  walked  very  indiffer- 
ently. I  rejoice  to  liear,  that  great  improvement,  in  all  these 
respect^  has  taken  place  since  1 786.  It  was  also  pardcn- 
larly  gratifying  to  me  to  see  several  of  tlie  young  nobility  of 
Denmark,  as  the  Bernstorffs,  the  Revertlaus,  &c,  coming  to 
England  and  Scotland  to  study  agriculture. 

The  soil  of  Zealand,  and  of  the  rest  of  the  Danish  domi- 
nions, is  in  general  excellent,  and  well  entitled  to  better  cul- 
tivation than  it  in  general  meets  with.  The  climate,  how- 
ever, b  not  very  favourable  to  health.  It  is  violently  hot  in 
summer,  and  consequently  relaxing ;  and  the  winters  are  wet 
and  damp,  with  leas  snow  tlian  could  be  supposed,  consider- 
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ing  its  northern  situation.  Hence  the  air,  being  so  ofiten 
either  hot  or  moist,  seldom  agrees  with  strangers ;  and  the 
water  is  frequently  so  unwholesome,  that  it  is  very  apt  to  oc- 
casion complaints  in  the  stomach,  if  it  be  drunk  in  any  quan- 
tity. 

The  Danes  have  an  idea  that  their  command  over  the  en- 
trance into  the  Baltic  might  be  increased.  The  deepest  part 
of  the  Sound  is  contiguous  to  them,  and  they  assert,  that  by 
filling  up  two  or  three  channels,  no  vessel  of  any  burden  cxmld 
pass,  but  through  tlie  harbour  of  Copenhagen.  As  it  is,  a 
ship  of  90  or  100  guns  must  lighten  itself  considerably,  before 
it  can  sail  from  the  Baltic  into  the  German  ocean.  This  is  a 
circumstance  entitled  to  particular  inquiry,  since,  were  it  piuo- 
ticable,  it  would  be  the  easiest  mode  of  keeping  the  naval  am- 
bition of  Russia  within  moderate  bounds. 

The  commerce  of  Denmark  would  be  considerable,  were  it 
not  so  cramped  by  monopolies,  prohibitions,  and  exorbitant 
duties.  The  principal  article  it  imports  from  Great  Britain  k 
coal,  which  would  be  consumed  in  larger  quantities,  were  it 
not  for  the  following  circumstance : — By  the  custom  of  Den- 
mark, ashes  are  the  perquisite  of  the  house-maid :  wood  yields 
great  quantities,  which  sell  well ;  and  as  hardly  any  are  pro- 
duced by  coal,  the  house-maids  of  Copenliagen  remonstrate 
against  the  use  of  that  species  of  fuel,  and  will  hardly  serve  in  a 
family  where  it  is  burnt.  It  is  said  that  freestone  might  an- 
swer well  in  the  Danish  market,  and  many  other  British  com- 
modities, were  the  importation  of  them  permitted. 

It  is  unfortunate  for  Denmark  and  Sweden,  that  they 
mutually  so'  jealous  of  each  other.  Of  the  two,  the 
seemed  to  me  the  most  inveterate.  They  were  anxious  to  be 
considered  a  braver,  a  richer,  a  more  polite,  and  a  more  learned 
nation  than  their  neighbours ;  and  the  most  agreeable  of  aU 
topics,  was  to  compare  them  with  the  Swedes,  and  to  cast  the 
balance  in  their  favour.  In  regard  to  learning,  they  have  the 
advantage  in  one  point,  namely,  in  the  number  of  volumes 
they  have  published.     In  1786,  25,000  different  works  bad 
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heon  printed  in  Denmark,  and  it  i.s  said  not  above  18,000  in 
Sweden.  Russia  lakes  advantage  of  tliis  mntual  jealousy,  to 
keep  them  both  under,  and  to  tyrannize  over  the  north. 


THE  DUKE  OP  BRUNSWICK  AND  PRINCE  FERDINAND. 


In  the  course  of  a  toiir  through  Germany,  i  had  the  plea- 
sure of  being  introduced,  on  llie  *24lh  of  November  1786,  to 
the  Ducal  Family  of  Brunswick.  On  my  arrival,  at  nine  in 
the  morning,  I  received  an  intimation  that  l^ince  Ferdinand, 
so  celebrated  for  his  victory  at  Mindin,  would  be  glad  to  see 
me.  On  being  introduced  to  that  distinguished  character,  I 
was  quite  astonished  at  his  appearance.  He  smiled  with  much 
complacency,  was&t,  good-humoured,  and  polite,  but  had  no- 
thing of  the  hero  in  liis  appearance.  He  spoke,  with  great 
propriety,  of  his  regard  for,  and  obligations  to,  the  English 
nation. 

I  went  afterwards  to  the  ducal  palace  to  dinner,  and  was 
introduced  to  the  then  reigning  Duchess,  who  was  sister  to 
George  the  Third  of  England,  and  resembled  him  much.  No- 
thing gave  her  more  pleasure  than  to  see  an  Englishman  ;  and 
I  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  my  reception.  The  Duke  en- 
tered only  immediately  before  dinner  was  announced,  and  ask- 
ed merely  some  common  questions.  He  had  at  lliat  period 
the  character  of  being  one  of  the  ablest  generals  in  Europe, 
which  his  conduct  at  the  commencement  of  the  French  Re- 
volution, and  still  more  the  manner  in  which  he  commanded 
the  Prussian  army  prior  to,  and  at  the  battle  of  Jena,  did  not 
at  all  warrant.  In  fact,  he  was  too  much  imbued  with  the 
tactics  of  the  old  school,  and  had  not  kept  pace  with  the  im- 
l>roveinents  in  modem  strategy. 

The  entertainment  at  dinner  wns  tedious,  and  would  have 
been  dull,  liad  it  not  been  that  the  Duchess  was  lively  and 
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talkative  the  whole  time.  After  dinner,  the  company  return-* 
ed  to  drink  coffee,  and  then  the  strangers  retired.  About  sue, 
I  went  to  the  assembly  at  Prince  Ferdinand's ;  and  I  saw 
the  hero  of  Mindin  playing  at  loto  dauphin.  Almost  the 
whole  company  ^at  down  to  play  at  that  game  or  at  cards. 
About  eight  we  again  separated;  and  a  select  party  again 
assembled  to  sup  at  the  Duchess  Dowager's  of  Bnmswick. 
She  was  sister  to  the  late  King  of  Prussia,  and,  I  was  told, 
resembled  him  much.  Like  him  she  was  remarkable  for  her 
quickness.  From  age  she  had  become  quite  thin  and  shri- 
velled ;  but  Was  extremely  lively  and  inquisitive. 

I  was  astonished  at  the  state  that  was  kept  up  at  the  court 
of  Brunswick.  There  was  a  Grand  Chambellany  a  Grand 
Maitrcj  and  other  officers,  with  titles  equally  sounding;  but 
the  pomp  and  ceremony  formerly  observed  at  the  courts  of 
the  inferior  German  princes  has  now  greatly  abated. 


XII. 

THE  PRINCE  OF  ORANGE  AND  HOLLAND. 

I  arrived  at  Nimeguen,  (where  the  Prince  of  Orange  was 
compelled  to  reside  in  a  species  of  exile),  on  the  mornings  of 
the  dOth  of  November  1786,  and  was  requested  to  attend  a 
ball  and  supper,  which  it  accidentally  liappened  were  to  be 
given  at  court  in  the  evening.  The  arrival  of  a  member  of 
the  British  House  of  Commons,  at  that  period  of  distress,  was 
considered  a  circumstance  of  considerable  moment;  and  the 
greatest  attention  was  paid  to  me.  I  had  the  honour  of  be- 
ginning the  ball  with  the  Princess  of  Orange,  and  of  dancing 
afterwards  with  the  Princess  Louisa,  who,  to  my  astonishment, 
recollected  that  circumstance  about  twenty-eight  years  after, 
(on  the  9th  of  March  1815),  when  I  was  presented  to  her  at 
the  Hague. 

At  supper,  I  sat  next  the  Princess,  who  was  distinguished 
for  her  spirit  and  ability.     We  had  a  most  interesting  con- 
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veraatiori  rep^ardJng  the  unfortunate  state  to  whicU  the  House 
of  Oran^  had  been  reduced ;  tiie  causes  of  which,  in  the 
course  of  my  journey  through  Holland,  I  was  enabled  to  as- 
certain. She  was  popular,  even  with  the  Dutch  patriots. 
Indeed,  liad  the  Prince  died,  and  bad  she  been  appointed 
Kegent,  the  power  of  tlie  Hou.se  of  Orange  would  soon  have 
been  re-esIabtUhed.  .She  had  been  at  the  greatest  pains  in 
the  education  of  her  children,  who  promised  to  do  her  credit. 

Tlie  Prince  of  Orange  had  ratlier  an  unpleasant  appear- 
ance. He  WHS  not  wanting  in  ability,  and  had  an  excellent 
memory  ;  but  in  judgment  he  was  deficient.  It  was  said  of 
Jiim,  that  though  no  man  could  give  a  better  advice  to  others, 
lie  was  yet  very  apt  to  adopt  the  worst  advice  himself  *.  He 
was  indolent  in  business  ;  and  us  he  neglected  very  important 
concerns  for  months  together,  he  often  let  slip  many  favour- 
able opportunities  of  putUng  an  end  to  those  political  disturb- 
ances which  bad  reduced  the  House  of  Onut^  to  so  deplo- 
rable a  state. 

From  Nimeguen  I  proceeded  to  Rotterdam,  Amsterdam,  and 
the  Hague.  There  never  was  a  country  in  so  distracted  a  state 
as  Holland  was  at  tliat  time.  The  inliabitants  of  the  towns,  tlie 
army,  and  the  dissenters  of  all  descriptions,  as  tlte  Roman  Ca- 
tlioUcs,  Arminians,  Ike.  were  patriots  or  republicans ;  whereas 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  the  navy,  and  the  Calvinists, 
or  those  who  adhered  to  the  established  religion,  were  attach- 
ed to  the  House  of  Orange.  Indeed,  such  was  its  power  and 
popularity,  tliat  nothing  could  have  shaken  it,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  interference  of  France.  The  government  of  that  coun- 
try, however,  were  resolved  to  spare  no  trouble  or  expense, 
to  acquire  a  preponderating  uifluenee  in  Holland.  With  that 
view,  they  overran  the  country  with  their  emissaries, — they 
bought  the  newspapers, — employed  clever  authors   to  write 

*  He  <vu  uugfal  In  be  Euipicioua  of  *ll  mankind,  and  lo  liave  conGJence  ui 
nobody.  He  bt'licTcd  that  the  world  CDD>i«ed  or  fools  and  kn»es  ;  thai  the 
first  CBWiol  jitw  good  adiiicc  ,  and  ttul  the  lecottd  ii>oiift/  nol,  udIcu  il  JuileJ  Ihcir 
own  prinle  riewt  and  inlercsl^. 
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popular  bookg  and  pamphlets  in  fevour  of  an  alliance  with 
France, — bribed  influential  people  to  support  its  interests, — 
and  endeavoured,  as  muck  as  diey  could,  to  assimilate  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants  to  that  of  France,  by  introdttdng 
among  them  gambling,  and  every  species  of  debauchery. 

The  objects  which  France  had  in  view,  by  these  intrigues^ 
were  of  considerable  moment.  By  obtaining  a  preponder^ 
aling  influence  in  Holland,  they  proposed  to  strengthen  tkem* 
selves  and  to  weaken  England ;  and  to  make  Holland  their 
bank,  where  they  might  raise  any  sum  of  money  their  exi- 
gencies might  require.  But,  above  all,  having  succeeded  in 
their  attempt  to  deprive  England  of  its  American  ocAonieB, 
they  had  next  resolved  to  disencumber  it  of  its  Indian  em* 
pire,  and  for  the  attainment  of  that  object,  the  asflostEUic^  ef 
Holland  was  of  the  highest  importance.  The  breaking  out  at 
the  French  Revolution  put  an  end  to  all  these  projects,  and  in 
that  respect  was  one  of  the  most  fortunate  events  that  oouM 
have  happened  to  England. 


XIII. 

AUSTRIAN  FLANDERS. 

I  visited  Flanders,  when  it  was  under  the  dominion  of  the 
House  of  Austria,  and  after  its  government  had  undergone  a 
change.  I  had  the  honour  of  being  introduced  to  their  Royal 
Highnesses,  who  were  intrusted  by  the  Emperor  with  the  go- 
vernment of  Flanders,  on  Christmas  1786.  Strangers  were 
presented  to  them,  as  they  came  from  mass,  in  the  same 
ner  as  at  St  Petersburgh ;  and  their  Royal  Highnesses 
their  parts  with  much  dignity  and  afiability.  In  the  evening 
there  was  a  very  brilliant  drawing-room. 

The  towns  and  villages  were  numerous,  and  the  people 
seemed  much  at  their  ease ;  but  it  was  a  bad  system  that  of 
annexing  such  distant  possessions  to  the  Austrian  govenament. 
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The  Emperor  had  beg^n  to  dismantle  the  fortifications  of  his 
frontier  towns ;  and  his  object  must  liave  been  of  more  impor- 
tance than  the  trifling  sum  of  money  lie  pot  for  the  ground. 
He  had  rendered  himself  very  unpopular  by  the  changes  he 
liad  attempted  in  the  religion  and  government.  But  the  people, 
thougii  much  dissatisfied,  did  not  well  know  how  to  mend 
themselves.  The  clergy  were  attacked  in  various  ways,  and, 
among  otlier  burdens,  were  compelled  to  build  several  houses 
in  the  Park  at  Brussels,  for  the  ornament  of  the  town,  whicli 
they  let  to  great  disadvantage. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  richness  and  beauty  of  the  Ne- 
therlands, nor  the  excellency  of  its  agriculture.  Tlic  country 
is  fertile,  inclosed  with  trees,  and  not  with  close  hedges,  which 
intercepts  the  prospect;  and  every  where  tlie  traveller  sees 
rivers  and  iravigable  canals, — country-houses  finely  situated, 
and  adorned  with  delightful  pleasure  groundin, — neat  villages, 
— and  a  number  of  considerable  towns. 


XIV. 
HOUSE   OF  BOURBON. 

I  had  frequent  intercourse  with  the  House  of  Bourbon, 
imtli  In  il.s  prosperous  and  adverse  circumstances.  It  is  siii- 
giihir,  that  in  the  second  edition  of  the  History  of  the  Ke- 
\'eDue,  published  in  1786-7,  the  Revolution  in  France  was 
predicted,  several  years  before  it  actually  took  place.  The 
founilation  was  laid  at  that  time,  and  the  crisis  seemed  to  be 
faet  approaching,  llie  economical  anungcments  of  Nccker 
destroyed  the  influence  of  the  Cro^Ti ;  and  the  reduction  of 
the  lioiiseliold  troops  was  a  blow  which  the  monarchy  never 
recovered.  In  the  History  of  tlie  Revenue,  it  was  remarked, 
that  the  court  of  France,  like  every  arbitrary  administration, 
was  nothing  but  a  (action  confederated  t^^ther,  for  the  go- 
vernment of  that  great  and  powerful  kingdom  ;  and  this  Sue- 
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tion  was  upheld,  and  received  perpetual  accessions,  from  the 
hopes  that  every  individual  belonging  to  it  entertained,  of  httr 
ving  some  share  in  the  plunder  of  the  nation.     But  if  eyer 
those  hopes  were  destroyed, — if  frugality  was  ever  carried  to 
any  extreme, — if  all  expectations  of  sharing  in  the  spoils  of  the 
public  were  annihilated,  the  power  of  the  &ction  would  quickly 
cease,  and  a  revolution  would  be  the  necessary  consequence. 
^^  Besides,"  it  was  added,  '^  such  has  been  the  impolitic  con- 
duct of  the  French  cabinet,  in  supporting  the  independence  of 
North  America, — in  suffering  the  natives  of  that  country  to 
spread  their  wild  ideas  of  republicanism  throughout  every  cor- 
ner of  the  kingdom, — and  indeed  so  much  have  the  bold  com- 
positions written  in  this  country  in  fevour  of  liberty,  and  tlie 
legal  rights  of  mankind,  been  circulated  there,  that  the  seeds 
of  important  political  changes  seem  to  be  sown,  which  greater 
restrictions  on  the  royal  bounty  would  have  a  tendency  to.  ac- 
celerate *."   The  King  of  France,  therefore,  was  severely  but 
properly  punished  for  giving  any  countenance  to  the  indepen- 
dence of  America,  after  he  had  given  the  most  solemn  assu- 
rances, that  he  would  never  grant  any  assistance  to  the  Britiali 
colonies ;  and  since,  depending  on  his  assurances,  the  Britisli 
Government  was  induced  to  take  those  harsh  measures  which 
occasioned  the  separation. 

I  had  the  honour  to  be  introduced  to  the  Count  d'ArtoiSy 
when  he  resided  at  the  King's  Palace  in  Edinburgh.  He 
much  admired  for  the  affability  of  his  deportment,  and  the  ph 
sant  sallies  which  he  frequently  produced.  I  recollect  having 
waited  upon  him  in  company  with  LfOrd  Macdonald,  who  wat 
about  6  feet  5  inches  in  height,  or  about  2  inches  taller  than 
I  was.  It  was  about  the  time  of  the  Edinburgh  races.  He 
asked  whether  we  had  any  horses  in  the  field  ?  I  happened  to 
say,  in  return,  that  the  horses  in  our  part  of  Scotland  were  re- 
markably small,  and  unfit  for  racing ;  on  which  he  remarked^ 


*  Hist,  of  the  Revenue,  yoI.  iii.  p.  315. 
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with  a  good  deal  of  arclmess, — "  There  is  a  g^eat  difference 
then  between  the  men  and  tlie  horses  of  your  country." 

I  was  extremely  onxioiLS,  during  hiH  residence  in  Scotland, 
that  he  should  pay  some  marked  attention  to  agriculture,  and 
be  prcBcnl  at  some  of  those  pui]lic  meetings,  where  the  cultiva- 
tion und  improvement  of  the  soil  were  the  great  objects  of 
consideration.  I  was  persuaded  that  it  would  have  an  advan- 
tageous effect  on  tlie  minds  of  the  people  of  Fiance.  But  his 
Royal  Highness  did  not  seem  much  inclined  to  enter  into 
those  ideas. 

There  was  a  singular  contrast  in  my  reception  at  the  Court 
of  France,  at  two  different  periods.  On  the  1st  of  January 
1787,  I  was  presented  to  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  by  the  Duke 
of  Dorset,  the  British  Ambassador,  and  the  crowd  was  so  great 
that  he  hardly  took  notice  of  any  of  those  who  were  introdu- 
ced to  him.  But  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  when  1  went 
in  the  Highland  dress,  no  one  could  receive  a  more  gracious 
reception  from  his  successor.  ■'  That  is  the  garb,"  his  Ma- 
jesty said,  "  which  I  particularly  admire,  and  those  who  wear 
that  dress  will  always  be  acceptable  at  my  Court." 


XV. 

vVNECDOTES  OF  THE  EMPEROR  NAPOLEON. 

1  luul  no  communication  with  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  ei- 
ther personal  or  epistolary  ;  but  a  circumstance  took  place  at 
the  commencement  of  his  attack  on  Prussia,  in  whicli  I  was 
most  deeply  interested,  and  in  the  course  of  which,  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  proving,  iis  lie  himself  expressed  it,  "  That  he 
did  not  make  war  against  education  or  literature." 

Having  felt,  in  the  course  of  my  literary  pursuits,  the  great 
<lisadvantage  of  not  having  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  Ger- 
man language,  in  which  such  stores  of  useful  knowledge  are 
contained,  I  determined  that  my  eldest  son,  George,  should 
not  experience  the  same  obstacle  to  his  progress  i 
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and  therefore  sent  him,  after  he  had  become  thoroughly 
ter  of  Latin  and  Greek  *,  to  complete  his  education  in  Gei^ 
many.  Having  remained  about  two  years  in  Gotha,  where  it  k 
supposed  that  the  German  is  spoken  with  peculiar  purity,  lie 
had  directions  to  proceed  to  the  University  of  Leipsic.  He  be- 
gan his  journey  at  the  period  when  Napoleon  had  conmienoed 
his  celebrated  attack  on  Prussia,  and  his  army  marched  witli 
a  celerity,  for  which  the  Prussians  were  not  at  all  prepared. 
My  son  was  most  unexpectedly  seized,  on  his  road  to  Leipac, 
by  some  of  the  advanced  guards  of  the  French  army ;  and 
brought  before  Napoleon  in  person,  as  a  spy.  Qi  this  singu- 
lar circumstance,  a  Berlin  paper,  transmitted  to  me  by  M. 
Bottiger  of  Dresden,  gave  the  following  account: 

"  On  the  14th  of  October  (1806),  wliile  the  Emperor  Na- 
poleon had  his  head  quarters  at  Auma,  there  were  two  pri- 
soners brought  before  him  early  in  the  morning,  who  had  been 
arrested  as  spies.  It  became  evident,  however,  when  they 
were  separately  examined,  and  their  depositions  compared, 
that  they  were  very  honest  people.  The  one  was  the  son  of 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  a  Scots  Baronet,  well  known  for  his  meri- 
torious labours  in  statistics  and  agriculture.  His  son  had  stu- 
died at  Gottingen,  and  having  been  upon  a  visit  at  Gotha, 
was  now  travelling  through  the  midst  of  the  Prussian  army 
to  Leipsic  His  companion  was  a  chaplain  from  Crotha.  The 
young  Scotsman  had,  in  his  pocket  book,  a  plan  of  study 
drawn  up  by  his  Bather,  and  soon  manifested  his  innocence. 
The  Emperor  himself  had  a  conversation  with  him,  and  after- 
wards with  his  companion,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning^ ; 
and  as  soon  as  he  learned  that  the  Prussians  as  yet  knew  no* 

*  He  spent  about  tiiree  yean  at  Harrow,  where  he  became  intimate  with  tha 
celebrated  Lord  Byron,  who,  in  his  memorandums,  thus  expresses  ^'«**«*Tf  re. 
garding  hb  young  friend.  *'  The  prodigy  of  our  school-days  was  George  Sm- 
clair,  (son  of  Sir  John)  ;  he  made  exercises  for  half  the  school,  (literally),  miuH 
at  will,  and  themes  without  it*  He  was  a  friend  of  mine,  and  in  the  same  re- 
move, and  used  at  times  to  beg  me  to  let  him  do  my  exercise, — a  request  alwsym 
most  readily  accorded  upon  a  pinch,  or  when  I  wanted  to  do  something  dte, 
which  was  usually  once  an  hour.*'-*itfbore*s  L}ft  ofB}fnn^  vol.  i.  p.  41. 
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thing  of  Ilia  being  in  tlieir  iieiglbourhood,  he  turned  round 
and  exclaimed :  ■  lis  se  tromperont  serieuHement  ces  petru- 
ques ;'  *  These  wiseacres  liave  deceived  tliemselves  moat  egre- 
gioualy.'  They  were  both  dismissed  in  a  friendly  manner,  and 
provided  with  passports." 

1  was  prepossessed  in  tavour  of  a  public  education,  which 
this  iiiddent  tended  to  confirm ;  for  had  a  youth  of  sLxtcen 
years  of  ag;e,  trained  up  with  domestic  indulgence,  been  placed 
in  so  critical  a  situation,  and  brought,  a»  a  ^y,  before  the 
greatest  man  then  living,  on  whose  fiat  depended  either  his 
release,  or  his  being  sentenced  to  an  ignominious  deatti,  what 
chance  had  he  of  ^viug  such  an  account  of  himself  as  would 
have  ensured  his  safety  ?  Whereas,  in  this  case,  my  son,  ha- 
ving been  educated  at  a  public  school,  accustomed  to  act  for 
himself,  and  his  mind  being  expanded  and  improved  by  rival- 
slitp  an<l  competition  with  other  boys,  being  also  accustomed 
to  depend  on  his  own  resources,  and  to  be  prepared  for  any 
emei^cncy,  he  was  enabled  to  get  through  so  hazardous  a  trial 
;is  the  one  he  underwent,  witli  considerable  eclat  *. 


Any  authentic  anecdotes  of  eo  extraordinary  a  character  as 
Napoleon,  must  alH-aya  be  acceptable.  1  am  glad,  therefore, 
tkat  it  is  in  my  power  to  communicate  to  the  reader  the  follow- 
ing interesting  particulars,  received  from  a  respectable  native 
of  Corsica,  who  knew  him  well  during  his  early  years,  and 
whose  information,  1  think,  may  be  confidently  relied  on. 

"  The  origin  of  Napoleon's  family  is  not  precisely  known, 
some  contending  that  they  came  fh>m  a  country  place  in  the 
dutchy  of  Milan,  and  others  from  Tuscany.  Their  condition, 
and  the  time  c^  their  settlement  in  Corsica,  is  a  matter  of  con- 
jecture, as  the  most  accredited  historians  are  silent  upon  the 
subject ;  and  by  this  it  would  i^pear  that  the  settlers  were  of 
little  or  no  consequence  in  the  annals  of  Corsica.    Yet  it  must 

•    In  the  Appendix,  No.  II,  tliccc  is  a  mare  dcuilcd  account  of  thii  temark. 
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be  confessed,  tliat  after  the  rreiicli  conquest  of  Corsica, 
family  was  acknuwl edged  by  the  government  as  belonging 
the  aristocracy,  and  its  members  ejijoyed  all  the  privileges 
honours  attached  to  that  rank." 

"  Buonaparte's  father  being  brouglit  up  in  the  law,  was  ap» 
pointed  by  the  French  government  to  fill  the  office  of  second 
judge  in  the  province  of  Ajaccio.  It  was  pretty  well  known 
at  that  time  in  Corsica,  that  this  promotion  was  owing  to  the 
protection  of  the  Count  de  Marbeuf,  Commandcr-in- Chief, 
acting  as  Viceroy  in  Corsica,  to  whom  the  fether  of  the  future 
Emperor  was  farther  indebted  for  a  grant  of  an  estate,  and  for 
the  education  of  most  of  his  children,  —  Napoleon  in  ths 
French  Military  Academy,  Joseph  in  the  University  of  Pisa* 
Lucien  in  the  Royal  CoUe^  of  Ajaccio,  and  two  daughters.] 
in  a  convent  at  Paris.  'Die  other  children  were  but  iii&ntB>| 
when  the  father  died." 

"  !  do  not  recoUect  any  anecdotes  of  Napoleon  during  his 
infancy ;  but  I  can  well  remember,  that  being  in  the  habit  of 
frequenting  the  family,  which  was  considered  the  most  attached 
of  any  to  the  interest  of  the  ancient  French  monarchy,  becai 
the  most  favoured  by  the  royal  munificence,    I  saw  Napoli 
when  he  returned  from  Paris,  about  the  year  1769,  twenty 
years  of  age,  full  of  French  vivacity,  quick  in  his  speech  and 
motions,    his  mind   apparently  liard   at   work   in   digesting 
schemes,  and  forming  plan*!,  and  proudly  rejecting  every  other 
suggestion  but  that  of  his  own  fancy.    For  this  intolerable 
bitioii  he  was  often  reproved  by  the  elder  Lucien,  his  uncli 
a  dignitary  of  the  church.    Yet  these  admonitions  seemed 
make  no  impression  upon  the  mind  of  Napoleon,  who  receivi 
them  with  a  grin  of  pity,  if  not  of  contempt." 

"On  the  15th  of  August  1789,  when  the  French  revoludi 
broke  out  in  Corsica,  I  remember  to  have  seen  NapoLt 
very  active  among  the  enraged  populace  against  those  thea 
called  Aristocrats,  and  nmniug  through  the  streets  of  Ajaccno^ 
so  busy  in  promoting  dissatisfaction,  tliat  tliough  he  lost  hia 
hat,  he  did  not  feel  nor  care  for  the  dangerous  effects  of  the 
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scorching  sun,  to  wliich  he  was  exposed  the  whole  of  that  me- 
morable day." 

"  The  revolution  having  stnick  its  poisonous  root.  Napo- 
leon never  ceaaed  stirring  up  his  brotliers,  Joseph  and  Lu- 
cien,  who,  being  moved  at  his  instance,  were  constantly  attend- 
ing clubs  and  popular  meetings,  ^ere  they  often  delivered 
speeches,  and  debated  public  matters,  while  Napoleon  sat  lis- 
tening in  silence,  as  he  had  no  turn  for  oratory." 

"  One  day  in  December  1790,  1  whs  sent  for  by  his  uncle 
already  mentioned,  in  order  to  assist  him  in  preparing  his 
testament :  and,  after  having  settled  his  femily  concents,  tlie 
conversation  turned  upon  politics,  when,  speaking  of  the  im- 
probability of  Italy  being  revolutionized.  Napoleon,  then  pre- 
sent, quickly  replied,  in  these  words :  "  Had  I  the  mmmand, 
I  would  take  Itah/  in  ticm/y-fintr  /lonm," 

"  in  the  month  of  June  1793,  Salicetti,  and  La  Comb  Wt 
Michel,  two  of  the  regicide  monsters  sent  by  the  siiiiguiuary 
Convention  to  spread  terror  and  devastation  in  Corsica,  fail- 
ing in  tlieir  attempt  upon  Ajaccio,  and  being  vigorously  re- 
pulsed, were  at  last  compelled  to  a  disgraceful  retreat,  which 
Napoleon  Buonaparte,  as  one  of  their  followers,  shared  with 
tbem.  Being  liow  looked  upon  as  an  enemy  by  his  native 
town  and  country,  he  was  banished,  bis  property  confiscated, 
and  his  dwelling-house  burnt  to  ashes  by  tlie  incensed  pa- 
triots, in  order  to  serve  as  a  standing  example  to  posterity. 
Thus,  being  expelled  from  his  native  land,  he  went  with  the 
family  to  France,  in  quest  of  adventures." 

"  After  the  siege  of  Toulon,  in  which  lie  took  an  active  part 
under  the  French  republic,  he  proceeded  to  Paris,  where,  by 
the  interest  of  Madame  de  Beauharnois,  bis  first  wife,  he  ob- 
tained from  the  French  Directors  the  chief  command  in  Italy, 
which  country  be  speedily  subdued,  and  tbus  fulfilled  the  say- 
ing I  have  mentioned  above." 

"  I  am  not  aware  that  Napoleon  ever  expressed  a  wish  to 
get  into  the  British  service;  and  if  I  may  judge  by  the  cir- 
cumstance of  his  banishment  from  Corsica,  which  happened 


46  I.  IMPERIAL  AND  KOYAL 

before  tlie  English  were  acting  in  tlie  Moditernuiean,  I  can- 
not conceive  how  he  could  have  had  aii  opportunity  of  mftkiitg 
a  tender  to  the  British,  even  had  he  wished  to  do  so." 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  annex  to  these  anecdotes  I 
following  circumstances,  which  took  place  immediately  f 
vious  to  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 

An  officer  breakfasted  with  Buonaparte  the  morning'  of  tii 
battle  of  the  lutli,  to  whom  he  made  in  xuislance  the  foUoi 
ing  remarks ;  the  exact  words  the  officer  does  not  recoUe< 
*'  La  fortune  a  presque  toujours  ote  pour  moi ;  mals  jamail 
plus  favorable  que  dans  cette  occasion.  Rencontrer  rann^ 
Angloise  avec  Wellington  est  mon  bonheur;  et  apres  la 
de&ute  de  ces  Memeurs,  les  Allices  seront  toutes  en  desor^ 
dre  *."  When  informed  that  the  Prussian  army  might  per^ 
haps  unite  itself  with  the  English,  not  far  from  Wavre,  he 
said :  "  L'arm6e  Prussienne  a  besoin  de  trois  jours  pour  se 
railler.  J'ai  75,000  hommes ;  les  Anglois  n'ont  que  50,000. 
J'attaquerai  I'annee  Angloise.  Je  la  batterai.  Mes  amisni'a 
tendent  ii  Bruxelles.  L'Opposition,  (Anglois),  ne  « 
dera  pus  mieux  pour  Clever  la  tete.  Adieu  subsides. — A 
coalition  f ." 


THE  KING  OF  SAXONY. 


le  demaa^H 

«.— Adij«^| 


Tlielat*  King  of  Saxony,  (Frederick  Augustus  the  T^ird^J 
was  as  rttspectable  a  sovereign  as  ever  governed  that  inte- 
resting country.     I  had  visited  it  in  the  year  1786,  but  wa4_ 

•  "  Fortune  liiu  alinosl  alwsys  been  fsvourablc  lo  ino ; 
Upon  the  prcKDt  occnston.  I  reclion  ii  s  great  hsppines: 
ton  HDd  the  English  army  ;  lUid  when  tliese  gaUrg  tn  defeated,  llie  Allies  « 

\  "  The  Prunion  anny  will  require  three  days  to  rally.     I  have  75,000  men^-' 
(be  EngliEh  but  SO.ODO.    I  iliall  nttack  the  English  am         -    -    -   - 
IlieDdi  eipecl  ne  at  BniHcls.   The  Oppcnition  in  England  will  immedialeljn 
gain  their  strength.    Farewell  then  Co  subsidici — farewell  lo  Ihc  coalition." 
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prevented,  by  circumstances  whicli  it  k  unnecesstuy  to  detfdl, 
from  being  introduced  at  Court,  and  becoming  personally  ac- 
quainted with  his  Majesty.  T)iis  I  have  since  particularly 
regretted,  as  tliat  monarch  was  ii  blessing  to  his  tiubject»,  lia- 
ving  exhibited,  during  u  long  reign,  ii  model  of  every  private 
virtue,  while  liis  public  conduct  was  not  less  conspicuous  for 
wisdom  and  justice.  By  practising  the  strictest  economy,  he 
was  enabled  to  <Uscharge  a  large  proportion  of  the  public  debt* 
which  his  predecessors  had  improvidently  incurred.  The  in- 
stitutions he  established,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and  the 
attention  he  paid  to  all  tlie  various  branches  of  internal  po- 
licy, have  excited  the  highest  admiration.  His  connexion 
witli  Napoleon,  whose  interests  he  had  supported  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  revolutionary  war,  embittered  his  hist  days ; 
for  he  u-as  compelled,  on  that  account,  by  the  Congress  of 
Vienna,  to  ^ve  up  a  considerable  portion  of  his  hereditary 
dominions.  The  enforcement  of  that  cession  has  been  gene- 
rally condemned  ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  affecting  than 
the  Kuig's  proclamation,  when  taking  leave  of  his  beloved 
subjects.  In  releasing  them  from  tlieir  oath  and  obligations 
to  himself  and  his  house,  and  recommending  fidelity  and  obe- 
dience to  their  new  Sovereign,  he  conctu<les  with  these  words, 
"  My  gratitude  for  your  fidelity,  and  my  affection  and  ardent 
wishes  for  your  welfare,  will  ever  accompany  you." 

The  King  of  Saxony  vas  higlily  distinguished  by  his  re- 
gard for  agriculture  ;  and  having  had  the  honour  of  sending  to 
his  Majesty  a  communication  on  that  most  important  subject, 
I  had  the  happiness  of  receiving,  in  return,  a  letter,  writtm  by 
ItU  Majetti/s  command,  of  which  the  follouing  is  a  copy  : 

MoNsieun, 

Ayant  re^u  la  lettre,  dont  vous  m'avez  honorc,  en  date  du 
30.  Juin  d'.  avec  ses  annes^,  je  mc  suis  empressc  de  sou- 
mettre  au  Roi,  mon  auguste  maitre,  votre  offre  obtigeante, 
d'envoyer  iei  on  exemplure  de  I'ouvrage  intcressant  que  vous 
vcnez  d'achever  sur  ragTiculturc. 
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8a  Majesty  m'a  charge  de  vous  t^moigner  toute  sa  recon- 
noissance  pour  cet  kommage.  II  le  recevra  avec  plaisir^  et  il 
donnera  volontiers  des  ordres,  pour  que  les  resultats  de  nm 
Etudes  et  de  vos  travauz  soient  repandus  et  utilise  dans  ce 
pays. 

Je  me  ferai  un  devoir.  Monsieur,  de  contribuer  a  P^change 
d'observations  et  d'experiences  que  vous  aves  voulu  me  pitK 
poser,  et  dont  Tagriculture  peut  se  promettre  tant  de  pr^t ; 
et  je  vous  prie  de  re9evoir,  en  attendant,  Tassurance  de  le 
haute  consideration,  avec  laquelle  j'ai  Thonneur  d'etre.  Mon- 
sieur, votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeissant  serviteur, 

Le  Comte  Delko  Einsiedel*. 

Dresde,  le  16.  Janvier  1818. 

A  Monsieur  le  Chevalier  J.  Sinclair,  4  Londres. 


XVII. 
THE  DUKE  OF  YORK. 

I  had  the  honour  of  being  introduced  to  the  Duke  of  York» 
at  the   Pdace  of  Hanover,  on  the  '26th  November  1786, 

*  TVansladon. 

SIE, 

Having  received  the  letter,  with  which  you  have  honoured  me,  dated  dOlfa 
June^  wiUi  its  inclosures,  I  haitencd  to  lay  before  the  King,  my  august  mMtorp 
your  obliging  oflhr  to  send  hither  a  copy  of  the  intciretting  work  os  agiiciiltaR^ 
which  you  are  about  to  complete. 

His  Majesty  has  desired  me  to  express  to  you  his  obligation  for  this  uaik  cf 
respect.     He  will  receive  it  with  pleasure,  and  will  willingly  give  otdoB 
the  results  of  your  researches  and  labours  may  be  circulated,  and  rendered 
ful  in  this  country. 

I  shall  consider  it  my  duty,  Sir,  to  contribute  to  the  interchange  of 
tkms  and  ezperimenta,  which  you  have  suggested,  and  from  which  agiiciiltaie 
may  derive  so  much  advantage ;  and  I  beg  chat,  in  the  meantime^  joti  will  w- 
cept  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration,  with  which  I  have  the  iioiiour  tobi^ 
Sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        Count  Dslko 

Dresden*  16.  Jan.  18ia 
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wlitre  Ilia  Royal  HighDeas  resiiled  for  some  time  iiixter  tlic 
tuition  of  General  GrenviUe.  He  liad  then  ii  fine  figure, 
though  beginning  to  become  fat.  He  was  very  affable,  liad 
a  good  deal  to  nay,  and  sjxike  with  much  readiness  and  con- 
descension. He  liv«d  ill  a  genteel,  but  not  in  an  expensive 
style.  He  did  not  associate  much  with  the  people  of  llie 
town,  itnd  liad  no  real  <liare  in  the  government  of  the  elec- 
torate. When  1  had  the  honour  of  seeing  him,  he  was  be- 
ginning to  grow  tired  of  Hanover,  considering  England  his 
native  country,  and  Germany  only  a  place  for  an  occasional 
visit.  The  military  department  was  his  great  object,  and  his 
great  ambition  to  command  an  English  Army.  But  the  si- 
tuation for  which  he  was  peculiarly  qualified  was  tlial  of  Com- 
maniU-r-in-Chief,  to  wliich  he  was  fortunately  appomted  *. 
His  public  services,  in  that  capacity,  are  so  well  known,  as  to 
render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  them.  In  fact, 
by  his  ability  and  unceasing  exertions,  the  British  .\rmy  was 
rendered  the  most  efficient  in  Europe.  Even  Napoleon  him- 
self, who  had  so  greatly  improved  the  arts  of  destruction,  an<l 
who  had  defeated  the  armies  of  every  other  European  power, 
was  compelled  to  fly  before  the  Army  of  England  at  the  field 
of  Waterloo.  I  had  frequently  communications  with  his 
Royal  Highness  on  agricultural,  and  other  public  matters, 
and  found  him  always  well  disposed,  to  adopt  any  sugges- 
tions, either  for  the  general  service  of  the  Army,  or  for  re- 
warding merit,  even  in  the  humblest  of  its  ranks.  In  regard 
to  both  these  particidars,  having  sent  the  Duke  an  account  of 
the  improvements  I  had  effected  in  the  county  of  Caithness, 
and  having  offered  to  transmit  to  his  Royal  Highness  some 
hints  which  I  thought  might  be  of  use  in  his  department,  I 
received  llie  following  reply : 


in  Uie 


■  Pmioni  to  dw  ■ppotnUncnl  of  the  I>ukc  of  York,  [ 
*mij  WM  ■  complete  WMW  of  pulimaiury  jobbing.  Tbm  rmt  no  ndnuDl 
on  rapid  promotioD  bj  purduw  ;  and  mere  youlh^  gal  ihe  ruik  or  field  olGciTs, 
vnlhoul  loy  military  knonledg^  or  experience.    Tltc  DuVc  of  York  put  mi  end 
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Hone  Gtuunk,  October  29.  180L 

Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th 
instant,  and  the  accompanying  printed  statements  of  the  va- 
rious improvements  which  have  been  carried  on  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Caithness,  which  I  am  happy  to  hear  are  likely  to  sue- 
ceed  so  welL 

I  shall  be  glad,  at  all  times,  to  receive  from  yoUy  any  commU' 
nication  which  you  may  conceive  wiU  contribute  to  the  benefit  of 
the  service,     I  am.  Sir,  yours, 

Frederick. 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 

Disapproving  much  of  those  reductions  in  the  Army,  which 
were  proposed  in  November  1801,  I  sent  his  Royal  Hi^hnesB 
a  letter  on  the  subject,  to  which  I  received  the  following  an- 
swer: 

Horse  Guards,  NoTember  10.  1801  • 

Sir, 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  yesterday  your  letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  and  the  inclosed  observations  regardingr  the  en- 
suing peace  establishment,  for  which  I  take  the  earliest  <q>por- 
tunity  of  returning  you  many  thanks,     I  am.  Sir,  yours^ 

Frederick. 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 

The  following  are  striking  instances  of  the  anxiety  mani- 
fested, by  the  Duke  of  York,  to  reward  merit,  in  the  humblest 
stations  in  the  Army. 

I  happened  accidentally  to  preside  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Highland  Society  of  London ;  and  being  informed  that  Ser- 
jeant Sinclair,  who  had  taken  an  eagle  from  the  French  at  the 
battle  of  Alexandria,  was  in  the  Freemason's  tavern,  where 
we  met,  I  proposed  sending  for  him,  that  we  might  hear  his 
own  account  of  the  exploit.    We  were  all  much  gratified  with 
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his  story ;  and  being  satisfied  of  its  authenticity,  I  resolved 
to  apply  to  the  Duke  of  York  to  procure  a  commission  for 
him.  This  request  his  Royal  Highness  immediately  complied 
with ;  and  I  have  since  heard,  with  great  satisfaction,  that  the 
promoted  serjeant  has  done  much  credit  to  the  high  patronage 
he  experienced  on  that  occasion. 

In  the  course  of  an  excursion  to  the  Continent,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1816,  I  accidentally  met  at  Calais 
with  the  celebrated  Serjeant  Ewart,  of  the  Scotch  Greys,  who 
had  taken  the  eagle  from  the  French  at  the  battle  of  Water- 
loo. Being  much  pleased  with  the  modesty,  as  well  as  the 
valour  of  this  gallant  soldier,  I  asked  him  what  reward  he  was 
most  anxious  to  obtain  for  his  services  on  that  occasion.  He 
answered,  that  being  a  married  man,  and  having  been  long  in 
the  service,  he  wished  for  retirement,  and  that  an  ensigncy  in 
a  veteran  battalion  would  suit  him  best  I  then  gave  him  a 
letter  to  Sir  Henry  Torrens,  to  be  delivered  at  the  Horse 
Gnards  in  person,  when  he  returned  to  England ;  and  I  assu- 
red him,  that  he  would  soon  find  the  Commander-in-Chief  was 
a  true  friend  to  merit  in  the  private  as  well  as  in  the  officer.  He 
delivered  the  letter  accordingly,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of 
receiving  the  following  answer : 

Hone  Guards,  9th  March  1816. 

Major-General  Sir  Henry  Torrens  presents  his  compli- 
ments to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  ana  nas  the  honour  to  acquaint 
him,  by  direction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  that  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent  has  been  pleased,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  to  appoint  Serjeant  Ewart 
of  the  2d  Dragoons  to  an  ensigncy  in  the  Sd  Royal  Veteran 
Battalion. 

Serjeant  Ewart  was  the  person  usuaUy  employed  to  teach 
both  recruits  and  young  officers  the  management  of  the  sword ; 
and  being  remarkable  for  his  dexterity  in  the  use  of  that  wea- 
pon, I  recollect  having  asked  him,  whether  he  thought  that  the 
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cuirasses  worn  by  the  French  cavalry  ought  to  be  introduced 
into  our  service  ?  He  said,  it  was  a  subject  on  which  he  bad 
often  ineditated ;  that  wearing  armour  certainly  had  an  in^Ni- 
sing  appearance,  and  might  occasionally  be  of  use ;  but»  on  the 
whole,  he  was  convinced,  that  in  an  actual  engagement,  if  two 
corps  of  cavalry  fought  each  other  sword  in  hand^  the  corpa 
without  the  cuirasses,  every  other  circumstance  being  equal, 
would  have  the  advantage.  The  cuirass,  he  added,  gretttly 
impeded  the  proper  management  of  the  sword,  and,  he  hud 
no  doubt,  that  it  was  two  to  one  in  &vour  of  those,  whme 
freedom  of  action  was  unembarrassed  by  the  incumbrance  of 
armour.  I  was  glad  to  leam  the  sentiments  of  so  experi* 
enced  a  cavalry  soldier,  on  a  question  that  had  been  firequea^ 
ly  discussed,  and  which,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  was  qf 
much  importance. 

"^The  Duke  of  York,  though  a  soldier,  did  not  restrict  his 
attention  to  military  matters,  but  also  took  a  part  in  poUtieal 
discussions.  Having  written  a  paper  on  the  Political  State  of 
Europe,  I  thought  it  right  to  send  a  copy  of  it  to  hia  Royal 
Highness,  for  which  I  received  the  following  flatteriag  «o- 
knowledgment : 

Horse  Guards,  Aug.  3.  18(Mt. 

Sir, 
I  take  the  earliest  oppiyrtunity  of  acknowledging  the  receqil 
of  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  December  last,  and  returning  you 
immy  t/umks  for  the  communication  of  the  acamipanying  paper 
on  the  Political  State  of  Europe,  which  appears  to  aie  highfy 
desermng  of  attention^  and  I  doubt  not  that,  if  it  were  tranft- 
lated  into  French,  and  circulated,  it  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose which  you  seem  to  have  in  view.     I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &€• 

Frederick. 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart.  &c. 
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XVffl. 
THE  DUKE  OF  KENT. 

There  is  no  correspondent  whose  oommiinicatiops  were 
more  gratifying  to  me,  than  those  of  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Kent  He  took  a  warm  interest  in  every  useful  pur- 
suit, and  promoted  it  by  every  means  in  his  power.  He  pos- 
sessed very  general  knowledge,  but  was  peculiarly  conversant 
in  military  affidrs.  He  would  have  made  a  distingmshed  fig^e 
at  the  head  of  an  army,  but  unfortunately  had  imbibed  ideas 
of  discipline,  which  were  inconsistent  with  the  peculiar  qpirit 
of  a  British  soldier. 

The  communications  from  his  Royal  Highness,  in  the  or* 
der  in  which  they  were  received,  are  subjoined. 

Kensngton  Pfelace,  Julj  87.  IBOS, 

The  Duke  oi  Kent  does  himself  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge 
Sir  John  Sinclair's  note,  accompanying  a  copy  of  his  collec- 
tion of  papers  on  athletic  exercises;  for  which  mark  of  polite 
attention  he  begs  to  offer  his  best  acknowledgments,  assuring 
him,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  looks  forward,  with  infinite 
pleasure,  to  the  prospect  of  perusing  them,  being  well  satis- 
fied that,  coming  from  the  quarter  they  do,  they  cannot  fEoi 
of  being  highly  interesting,  as  well  as  instructive. 


The  Duke  of  Kent  presents  his  best  regards  to  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  and,  in  acknowledging  his  polite  note  of  yesterday, 
begs  to  express  how  grateful  he  feels  for  the  inelosure  contain- 
ed in  it,  and  which  affords  him  a  fresh  proof  of  Sir  John's 
flattering  attention.  The  work  he  has  just  published,  in  an- 
swer to  the  opinions  set  forth  in  the  Report  of  the  Bullion 
Committee,  cannot  fail  of  being  highly  interesting,  both  on 
account  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  in  itself,  and  of  the 


56  I.  IMPERIAL  AND  ROYAL 

well-known  talents,  as  well  as  the  superior  judgment  of  the 
writer.  Sir  J.  Sinclair  may  therefore  rest  assured,  that  it  will 
be  read  by  the  Duke  of  Kent  with  all  the  attention  to  which 
it  is  so  justly  entitled,  the  moment  he  can  find  leisure  to  at 
down  to  it,  without  the  chance  of  being  exposed  to  intemqp- 
tion  while  engaged  in  reading  it 

KenaDgton  Palace,  I6th  September  1810. 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 


Kensington  Palace,  13th  August  I81& 

The  Duke  of  Kent  returns  his  kindest  acknowledgments  to 
Sir  John  Sinclair  for  his  obliging  favour  of  the  2d  instant, 
and  the  interesting  account  it  contained  of  the  last  Piping 
Competition,  which  could  not  fail  of  being  highly  interesting 
to  one,  who  sets  so  high  a  value  as  he  does,  upon  any  thing 
that  tends  to  preserve  the  military  spirit  of  the  brave  High- 
landers.  The  judicious  suggestion  of  Sir  John  Sinclair,  with 
respect  to  some  of  the  arms,  cuirasses,  and  helmets  taken  at 
the  battle  of  Waterloo,  being  sent  to  some  of  the  principal 
cities  of  Scotland,  to  be  hung  up  in  the  Town-Halls,  as 
trophies  of  their  countrymen's  valour,  he  submitted  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  who  (the  Duke  of  Kent  is  confident,) 
will  esteem  himself  most  happy  if,  in  his  capacity  as  President 
of  the  Highland  Society,  he  can,  consistently  with  his  duty 
as  Commander-in-Chief,  meet  the  wishes  thus  expressed  by 
one  who  justly  stands  so  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  his  coun- 
trymen. 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart  &c. 


Kensington  Palace,  Sd  July  I8I61. 

Hie  Duke  of  Kent  returns  his  best  acknowledgment  to  Sir 
John  Sinclair  for  his  favour  of  the  dOth  uUimo  from  £din-> 
burgh,  and  the  very  interesting  inclosure  it  covered,  of  the 
hints  contained  in  which  he  will  most  certainly  take  advan* 
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tage,  by  making  use  of  Sir  John's  name  to  the  persons  there- 
in mentioned.  At  present  he  has  no  immediate  intention  of 
yisiting  either  Ostend,  Bruges^  or  Ghent,  but  proposes  setting 
out  for  Brussels  about  the  latter  end  of  the  second  week  in  Au^ 
gust,  when  he  will  be  most  happy  to  avail  himself  of  Sir 
John's  introduction  to  the  four  respectable  individuals  with 
whose  names  he  has  favoured  him.  '  Upon  Sir  John  Sinclair's 
return  to  Ham  Common,  if  he  will  afford  the  Duke  an  inti- 
madon  of  his  being  again  at  home,  he  will  take  the  liberty  of 
naming  some  morning  for  his  coming  over  to  Castle  Hill, 
which,  although  a  very  small  spot,  he  hopes  he  will  not  find 
unworthy  of  engaging  his  attention  for  half  an  hour,  should 
he  be  able  to  devote  that  time  from  his  more  important  avo« 
cations,  to  taking  a  look  at  it 


XIX. 

HIS  IMPERIAL  HIGHNESS*  THE  ARCHDUKE  JOHN  OF 

AUSTRIA. 

Among  the  numerous  diplomas  transmitted  to  me  from  va- 
rious public  institutions  on  the  Continent,  there  was  none 
more  gratifying  than  the  one  I  received  from  the  Agricultu- 
ral Society  of  Vienna,  which  was  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  its  Secretary,  written  by  command  of  the 
President,  his  Imperial  Highness,  John,  Archduke  of  Austria. 

To  the  Right  HonaurabU  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart.  President  of 

the  British  Board  of  Agriculture. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  you  here,  by  his  Imperial 
Highness  the  Archduke  John's  orders,  the  diploma,  by  which 
the  Agricultural  Society  of  Vienna,  protected  by  his  Imperial 
Highness,  has  named  you  her  fellow. 
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In  tlie  same  time  you  receive  the  first  part  of  the  first 
lume  of  her  Transactions,  as  a  token  of  the  public  esteem  due 
to  your  most  useful  publications,  and  exertions  in  all*  the 
branches  of  rural  and  political  economy. 

His  Imperial  Highness  has  ordered  me  further  to  asy,  that 
though,  during  his  stay  in  England,  he  did  not  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  yoiu:  personal  acquaintance,  yet  he  flatten  him- 
self, to  be  very  well  acquainted  with  your  works,  and  wiahea 
to  keep  up  with  you,  by  the  means  of  the  Society,  a  conti- 
nual intercourse  of  mutual  communications,  useful  to  both  onr 
countries  and  nations. 

Accept  of  the  assurance  of  the  truest  regard  and  esteem^ 
with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Z.  Trautmann, 

Pennanent  Secretary  of  the  I.  R.  Society 
of  Agriculture  of  Vienna- 
Vienna,  6th  January  1817. 

This  letter  was  written  in  English,  as  now  given,  and  though 
npt  perfectly  correct,  yet  proves  the  knowledge  of  that  bm- 
guage  acquired  by  the  literati  of  Germany. 


XX. 

m 

PRINCE  OSCAR,  CROWN  PRINCE  OF  SWEDEN. 

It  was  impossible  for  one,  who  had  the  charge  of  printiii^ 
Ossian  in  the  original  Gaelic,  not  to  take  a  peculiar  interest 
in  the  character  and  conduct  of  a  young  Prince,  named  after 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  heroes  in  the  Poems  of  Ossian  ; 
and  I  had  therefore  much  satisfaction  in  receiving  from  that 
distinguished  personage  the  following  communication : 

Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  J'accepte,  avec  autant  de  plaiair  que 
do  reconnaissance,  Toffre  que  vous  me  faites  de  devenir  mem- 
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bre  lioDontirc  de8  deux  society  coimues  sous  le  nom  ^High- 
had  Socielirs  of  l/mdvn  tuvi  of  Saitiand.  Le  but  de  leure  tra- 
V8UX  ne  peut  m'etre  ctrangp.  Lea  heroes  Celtes  ebient  freres 
et  amis  des  lieroe«i  Scandinaves,  et  leur  gloire  ro'lnteresae  a 
double  litre,  puisque  le  hasard  a  voulu  que  je  porte  le  nom  d'un 
de  leurs  plus  buneux  g:ucrriers.  Je  suis  sensible  a  la  proposi- 
tion que  V0I19  me  f.iites,  de  m'envoyer  les  PoL'mes  d'Oa^an. 
Nous  eii  avona,  a  la  verity,  luie  buducttOD  Suedoise,  mais  elle 
me  paroit  imparfaite.  Je  saisirai,  avec  pkisir,  cette  occasion 
de  prouver  I'interet  que  je  premlo  a  vos  efforts,  par  le  ailc 
que  je  mettrai  a  fiure  traduire  en  Suedois,  et  en  Norv^eit. 
cen  ouvragen  iinmorteis,  qui  rappellent  de  n  beaus  wuvenirs 
aux  peuples  du  Nord,  et  qui  eutr'autres  id^s  neures  et 
gntndes,  renferme  cette  idee  vraiment  Si  poedque,  d'as^tier  les 
nu^es  pour  demeures  aus  ames  des  heroes,  et  de  les  rendre 
iunsi  t^moins  des  actions,  des  peines  et  den  plaJsirs  de  leurs 
parens  et  de  leurs  amis. 

Le  plan  d'un  Code  d' Agriculture,  que  vous  avez  joint  a 
votre  lettre.  promet  un  outrage  intcressont  et  precieux.  J'ai 
appris,  depuis  mon  enlance,  li  ros])ecter  et  a  cherir  I'homme 
utile,  qui  consacre  ses  Hoina  a  cultiver  et  a  fertiliser  le  ml  de 
sa  patrie ;  et  vous  le  aavez  Its  impreeuons  qu'on  a  ret^ues 
dans  son  jeune  a^  ne  aVfiaceiit  jamais. 

Je  vouB  prie.  Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  d'etre  i'lnterprete  de 
mes  sentimens  aupres  de  mcs  nouveauA  coUegueg,  et  de  re- 
^■evoir  I'sMurance  de  ma  considemtion  distiiiguee  *. 

OsCAK. 
^  le  S&  Juillet  IBIT. 


•   TrMiiUtJon. 
Sir. 

I  accept,  wub  u  much  pleuure  »i  griLilude,  the  ofTcr  you  aukg  me  of  beiii| 
tlci'ivft  au  hunonif  n^nbcr  of  the  twu  BOeielirs  kiiti»n  under  the  nunc  or  thi 
Uigliiaad  Sxiititt  of  laidon  and  iff  ScotioKd. 

Tbe  abject  of  tb«r  Uboun  is  not  unknown  to  luc.  Thi!  Celtic  heroe«  wen 
brolbtn  uid  fnenda  of  (he  Scandiauion  heroei ;  and  tlieir  jjlwy  intiueati  ui< 
(toublir,  since  I  bippeil  U>  bear  Iha  nunc  of  one  oflhcii  matt  faiaoui  wacrion- 

I  an  obliged  by  the  propoul  ;ou  make  of  sending  me  the  Poemi  of  Ouiim 
We  hate  indeed  a  Swedidi  translation  of  them,  bul  it  appears  to  me  impttrfecl 
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Upon  oommiinicating  this  epistle  to  an  English  gentleman, 
who  had  recently  travelled  in  Sweden,  I  received  a  letter 
from  him,  regarding  the  character  of  that  young  Prince,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

<<  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  communication  of  the 
letter  from  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden.  It  does  honour  to 
his  sentiments,  and  corresponds  with  the  notions  I  had  formed 
of  his  general  character.  He  will  walk,  I  hope,  in  the  steps 
of  Henry  IV.  of  France  ;  and  as  plants  of  the  same  spedes, 
tliat  grow  on  the  same  soil,  have  an  affinity  to  each  other,  so 
it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  circumstance  of  their  havingr  been 
bom  nearly  on  the  same  spot,  will  not  be  the  only  point  in 
which  they  may  resemble." 


XXI. 

DUKE  OF  ORLEANS. 


I  had  the  honour  of  being  known  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
during  his  stay  in  England ;  and  happening  to  be  in  London 
in  June  1829,  when  H.  R.  H.  visited  that  metropolis,  with  his 


I  sludl  embrace  with  pleasure  this  opportunity  of  showing  the  interest  I  take 
in  your  exertions,  by  the  zeal  vrith  which  I  shall  patronise  a  new  tranalation 
into  the  Swedish,  and  also  into  the  Norwegian  language,  of  those  immortal 
works,  which  recall  such  pleasing  recollections  to  the  people  of  the  North,  and 
which,  among  other  conceptions  new  and  sublime,  contain  the  idea  so  trulj 
tical,  of  assigning  the  clouds  as  the  abode  of  departed  heroes,  and  of  thus 
dering  them  witnesses  of  the  actions,  the  pains,  and  the  pleasures  of  their  relations 
and  friends. 

The  plan  of  a  Code  of  Agriculture,  which  you  inclosed  iu  your  letter,  pro- 
mises to  be  an  interesting  and  valuable  work.  I  have  been  taught  from  my  in- 
fancy to  respect,  and  to  cherish  those  useful  men,  who  dedicate  their  time  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  soU  of  their  country ;  and  you  know.  Sir,  that  the  impreeaioQt 
we  receive  in  youth  arc  never  effaced. 

I  beg  of  you  to  inform  my  new  colleagues  of  my  best  wishes,  and  to  receive 
for  yourself  the  assurance  of  the  high  regard  in  which  I  hold  you. 

(Signed)         OscAR. 
Stockholm,  26th  July  1817. 
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son,  the  Due  de  Chartres,  and  understanding  that  they  pro- 
posed taking  an  excursion  to  Scotland,  I  was  induced  to  offer 
my  services  when  they  came  to  that  country.  The  answer 
of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  is  subjoined.  The  Due  de  Chartres 
made  out  his  visit,  and  conducted  himself  in  such  a  manner, 
as  to  attract  the  regard  and  respect  of  all  those  who  had  the 
honour  of  meeting  with  him.  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  young 
man,  in  any  station  of  life,  could  derive  more  advantage  than 
the  young  traveller  did,  from  such  an  excursion. 

To  the  Right  Hanmarabk  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart, 

Neufllj  6ur  Seine,  28.  Juin  18291 

Je  suis  bien  sensible,  Monsieur,  a  la  lettre  que  vous  avez 
eu  I'attention  de  m'^crire.  Je  vous  prie  de  croire  aux  regrets 
que  j'^rouve  de  ne  pouvoir  profiter  de  votre  aimable  invita- 
tion. Mon  fils,  qui  va  seul  en  Ecosse,  sera  charm^  de  vous  y 
voir ;  et  c'est  un  vrai  plaisir  pour  moi,  Monsieur,  de  vous  offirir, 
avec  mes  remerciemens  tres  sinceres,  I'assurance  de  tous  mes 
sentimens  pour  vous.     Votre  affectionn^, 

LfOuis  Philippe  D'Orleans  *. 


Sir  Jobn  Snclair,  Bart.     7 
George  Street,  Edinburgh.  5 

*   TVanslatian. 

SlE, 

I  dul  J  apprecitte  the  letter  which  you  have  been  ao  attentiTe  as  to  write  to 
me.  IbegofyoutobtlieTebowmuchlregretythat  I  cannot  avail  mytelf  of  jonr 
kind  inWtatiao.  My  ion,  who  goes  alone  to  Scotland,  wiU  be  delighted  to  see 
you  there ;  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  offer  you,  together  with  my  sin^* 
oere  thanks,  the  aMorance  of  my  continued  regard. 

Tours  affectionately, 

Louis  Fhiufpe  D'Oblbans. 
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Reflections  on  the  General  Character  and  Qualifications  of 

British  Statesmen. 

Some  persons  from  pare,  but  mistaken  principles,  and 
others  from  ignorance,  envy,  or  malevolence,  have  raised 
a  clamour  against  the  political  classes,  and  what  they  term 
*<  The  trade  of  poliiics/*  They  are  so  little  enlightened  as 
to  suppose,  that  any  man  who  can  read  th6  columns  of  a 
newspaper,  and  can  make  a  few  flippant  remarks  on  our 
foreign  or  domestic  policy,  is  fit  for  the  management  of  pub- 
lic affairs  *.     It  may  be  proper,  therefore,  to  consider,  the 

*  The  downfUl  of  the  ^MUiish  Cortes  proTes  the  unfitness  of  persons,  even 
of  respectable  abilities,  and  of  the  best  intentions,  vihen  they  have  not  been  train- 
ed to  politics,  to  conduct  the  complicated  concerns  of  a  great  nation.  Had  the 
Cortes  been  directed  by  indiTiduak  as  much  distinguished  for  their  experience  and 
abilities,  as  for  leal,  they  would  baTe  made  a  longer,  and,  it  is  probable,  a  more 
successful  struggle  for  the  freedom  of  their  country.  They  would  have  taken 
better  measures  to  unite  all  classes  in  the  conmion  cause ;  they  would  have  avoid- 
ed giving  unnecessary  offence  to  foreign  courts ;  they  would  have  more  diligent- 
ly provided  pecuniary  resources  for  carrying  on  a  war ;  they  would  have  raised 
an  amy  in  proportioii  to  the  emergencies  of  the  case ;  they  would  have  selected 
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powers  and  labour  that  are  required,  the  expenses  that  must 
be  incurred,  and  the  many  other  circumstances  which  mast 
unite,  in  the  formation  of  "  a  rral  UaUtman." 

1.  A  person  to  be  fit  for  conducting  public  afiairsi  nmsi 
possess  considerable  natural  talents,  and  those,  not  merely  of 
a  showy,  but  of  a  solid  nature  ;  and  where  the  government  is 
principsUy  placed  in  popular  assembUes,  a  competent  share 
of  eloquence,  not  only  to  state  his  opinions  with  distinctoets, 
but  also  to  defend  tbem  with  ability,  when  attacked. 

2.  A  statesman  likewise  requires  a  thorough  acijuainiaiice 
with  ancient  as  well  as  modern  history,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
trace  the  rise  and  effects  of  the  ditlerent  laws,  and  systems 
of  government  established  in  other  countries,  and  to  judge 
how  far  they  are  applicable  to  his  own. 

3.  He  ought  to  be  conversant  with  the  laws  of  the  land 
in  which  he  lives,  without  which  he  cannot  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  any  new  enactments  thai  may  be  proposed  ;  and  he 
should  likewise  have  some  general  knowledgeof  the  judicial 
systems  of  other  states. 

4.  He  must  not  be  Ignorant  of  the  forms,  and  order  of 
proceedings,  in  that  branch  of  the  legislature  of  which  he 
is  a  member,  for  he  would  then  often  be  tmable  to  lake  s 
share  in  the  business  under  discussion, 

5.  As  a  statesman  has  frequently  matters  to  settle  with 
other  nations  as  well  as  his  own,  he  ought  to  be  acquauited 
with  their  language,  and  especially  with  French,  aslhegeneraJ 
diplomatic  language  of  Europe.  He  ouglit  likewise  to  hare 
visited  foreign  countries,  that  he  may  be  able  to  form  an 
opinion  of  the  character  of  their  inhabitants,  the  disposition 
of  their  rulers,  and  the  policy  they  are  likely  to  pursue. 

6.  In  this  country,  a  statesman  who  wishes  to  procure  a 
seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  a  county  member,  must 
oAen  incur  great  eiqictue.    It  ic  necessary,  for  example,  that 


ir  fidelity,  Bnd  would  bait  laka> 
.  Spain  ii  ■  cQUUtrj  wiiert  ■  Imrft 
'  'ch,  tnxa  lU  luHund  ife- 
Ig  tapmiioiii  ihry  ca«]  d  KMTV' 
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he:  !ihuul{l  make  himself  popular  in  his  own  county,  by  li- 
ving in  a  hospitable  manner  with  his  neighbours,  attending 
public  meetings,  supporting  provincial  amusements,  and  pro- 
moting local  improvement ;  and  as  he  must  annually  quit  his 
country  residence  to  live  in  London,  it  is  obvious  that  lie 
must  be  possessed  of  an  ioclependent  fortune. 

7.  He  should  be  capabie  of  great  bodily  as  well  as  men- 
taJ  exertion ;  for  the  labour  of  regular  attendance  on  parlia- 
mentary duty  is  too  much  for  many  constitutions.  The 
number  of  committees  he  must  attend  in  the  morning, — the 
risk  of  being  a  member  of  an  election  committee,  (the  length- 
i^ncd  duration  and  protracted  sittings  of  which  are  often  fatal 
to  health), — the  inconvenient  hours  at  which  the  House 
usually  assembles,  and  the  long  time  spent  in  its  debates,  all 
prove  nhat  a  fatiguing  and  hazardous  life  a  British  Politi- 
cian is  compelled  to  lead. 

8.  All  free  governments  are,  more  or  less,  divided  into 
parties,  and  each  of  these  parties  struggles  to  obtain  the  di- 
rection of  public  affairs.  Whichever  succeeds,  some  states- 
men must  be  disappointed  in  the  objects  they  had  in  view, 
and  this  often  after  a  long  period  of  public  exertion.  In 
Great  Britain,  in  particular,  "  The  game  ofpoiitic^'  is  a  most 
hazardous  lottery,  and  the  situation  of  a  statesman  much 
less  desirable  than  is  often  supposed-  The  prizes  are  few, 
and  do  not  consist  of  absolute  property ;  nor  are  they  even 
secured  for  life,  except  where  titles  are  bestowed ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  are  generally  held  by  a  most  precarious 
tcnnre.  Official  situations,  in  particular,  are  only  possessed 
during  the  prevalence  of  a  particular  party,  which  may  be 
driven  from  power,  and  its  unfortunate  adherents  dismissed 
on  the  shortest  notice.  In  addition  to  ail  this,  a  Member 
of  the  British  Parliament,  finds  that  his  domestic  enjoyments 
are  materially  encroached  on, — his  spirits  depressed  by  fa- 
tigue,— and  his  temper  soured,  if  he  succeeds  in  obtaining 
tea  appointment,  by  the  vexations  of  office  '. 

■  I  had  once  ■  diicomoa  *iUi  a  gtnilcnuii,  who  bad  been  for  ■  greet  num- 
b«  of  jvtn  in  public  wluatJop*,  upop  iht  effacu  of  atch  jppwiilnwnH  ontbe  cha^ 
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Thus  the  life  of  a  Politician  is  not  much  to  be  envied* 
It  is  evident,  indeed,  from  the  above  details,  which  are  the 
result  of  much  experience  in  public  concerns,  that  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  statesman  requires  great  industry^  talents,  la- 
bour, and  expense,  and  considered  merely  as  aprqfisssumy  that 
it  is  very  poorly  rewarded.  The  salaries  they  receive  are 
scarcely  ever  adequate  to  their  expenses.  Hence  they  who 
liave  been  long  in  the  cabinet,  usually  die  poor.  Some  are 
incltneit  to  be  of  opinion,  that  the  services  of  those  who 
are  employed  in  public  business,  should  be  obtained  ai  ike 
kast  passMe  expense.  But,  surely,  the  great  object  ought  to 
be,  not  to  save  a  few  paltry  items  of  expenditure,  Imi  io  s^ 
cure  the  services (^ (Me  men.  It  is  highly  impolitic  to  exdode 
those  from  |M>Uucal  situations,  who  have  not  money  enough 
to  maintain  themselves  independent  of  office.  I  remember 
having  heard  it  stated  as  a  reason,  why  a  great  continental 
|K>wer  had  the  most  inefficient  ministers  in  Europe,  '<  that 
they  were  the  worst  paid,  and  that  none  but  the  rich  could 
take  office.** 

Notwithstanding  all  the  disadvantages  attending  it,  there 
are  never  wanting*  however,  a  sufficient  number  of  persons, 
anxious  to  obtain  seats  in  Parliament*  and  thus  to  enter  cm 
the  career  of  politics.  The  objecu  which  commonly  influ- 
ence their  conduct  mav  be  brieflv  enumerated. 

1.  'Iq  cbiaiMjixme. — But  this  is  rarely  practicable.  The 
character  and  talents  of  a  state$m:in«  may  be  warmly  eulop^ 
ed  by  one  set  of  men.  but  will  be  as  loudly  reprobated  by 
another,  and  the  public  do  not  well  know  which  to  believe. 

d.  7%e  Qc^fuiskkm  oi'^  rrattL — Though  some  individuals 
and  fiunilies  have  {vrofited  by  enjoying  official  situations^  jet 
many  more^  have  been  mined.  Lord  Chesterfidd*  in  his  Let* 
terstobb  Son,  vNo.  $!^  vol.  iv«  p.  565\  informs  us,  that  the 


p«»««r.     H<  sud.  liafi  !fee  had 
iw^B^^  atuMBOOk  v6o  had 
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famous  Dukeof  Newcastle,  after  holding  great  offices  for  fifty 
years,  died  L.300,000  poorer  than  when  he  fir!>t  came  into 
power. 

3.  Remit. — The  acquisition  of  hereditary  titles  is  certainly 
a  desirable  object,  more  especially  when  bestowed  for  public 
services.  Indeed,  when  a  British  Peerage  is  bestowed,  it  is  not 
only  accompanied  with  political  power,  but  if  the  private 
fortune  of  the  individual  be  inadequate,  his  family  is,  in  ge- 
neral, provided  for  at  the  public  expense  *. 

4.  PeraoHfl/rfcmrff/Mww.— These  distinctions,  when  discri- 
minately  awarded,  cannot  be  objected  to,  more  especially  as 
they  die  with  the  person  on  whom  they  are  originally  be- 
stowed.    It  is  a  cheap  way  of  recompensing  public  services. 

5.  Patronnge. — Fox  often  declared,  "  That  the  pleasures 
of  patronage,  seemed  to  blm  the  circumstance  which  chief- 
ly rendered  the  possession  of  political  power  desirable."  It 
is  patronage,  and  not  pecuniary  emolument,  which  all  high- 
minded  men  covet.  To  be  enabled  to  provide  for  friends; 
to  succour  the  indigent ;  to  patronise  merit ; — these  are  the 
noble  objects  which  stimulate  every  young  man  of  superior 
abilities  to  exert  his  utmost  talents  In  the  British  Senate,  with 
the  hope  of  recommending  himself  to  the  notice  of  his  fel- 
low men,  and  of  rising  perhaps,  at  some  period  of  his  life, 
to  the  rank  of  a  minister.  Thus  all  the  wit,  talent,  and  spirit 
of  the  country  crowd  into  the  House  of  Commons,  and  there 
get  improved  and  polished  by  collision;  and  hence,  how- 
ever imperfect  in  theory  the  mode  of  election  may  he,  yet 
still  the  greatest  good  Is  in  reality  produced.  Hence  too  the 
reason,  that  the  British  Senate  contains  so  large  a  proportion 
of  all  that  is  best  and  noblest  in  the  country ;  hence  a  Senate 
is  formed,  the  most  inaccessible  to  the  bribes  of  foreigners 

•  Wben  peengti  were  few,  Ihpsc  burdens  on  Ibe  public  were  not  maUnullj 
felt;  buE  SI  tlie  Dumber  is  so  rapidly  increasing,  would  h  not  be  dcajrabic  io 
retlrict  ewb  new  dllc  lo  a  certain  number  oV  generations,  and  let  the  nnk  gra- 
diull]'  diminiih  every  generation,  until  it  became  eitinci,  units  rerived  b;  the 
crown?  Were  ihii  Idea  adopled.  Lie  House  of  Peers  wouM  become  mote  useful 
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abroad,  or  to  the  menaces  of  kings  at  home,  that  any  coua- 
try  has  ever  boasted.  But  if  that  great  object, 
the  hope  of  which  has  thus  concentered  all  these  excelli 
in  the  British  Senate,  were  taken  away ; — if  die  aitiuidoa  <^ 
Prime  Minister  were  no  longer  worthy  to  attract  the  eym  of 
the  ardent,  or  the  hope  of  the  intelligent, — that  arenay  ia 
which  all  the  vigour  of  early  talents,  and  the  judgoient  of 
riper  years  delight  to  meet,  would  soon  become  a  mere  a»- 
seinbly  of  tame  and  listless  spectators,  who,  as  ia  times  loi^ 
|>ast«  would  expect  to  be  paid  by  their  oonstitiicntB,  Ibr  at- 
tending to  register  the  dictates  of  the  Sovereign  *• 

G.  7^  phaswr  <f  bdmg  a  pMk  bm^aetar. — ^This  is  an 
object  to  which  tlie  attention  of  political  men  is  not  in  gene- 
ral  sufficiently  directed.  Yet  there  are  not  wanting  instances 
of  persons  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  promote  the  pnb- 
lie  good*  and  to  benefit  their  country.  Bat  how  can  ao 
laudable  a  desire  be  generally  felt,  as  long  as  the  great  nujiH 
rity  of  |>oHticians  are  at  the  same  time  party  wnern^  who  do 
not  view  even  national  prosperity  with  much  delight,  unlen 
they  and  their  own  friends  derive  some  credit  frna  it ;  and 
who  rarely  defJore  national  adversity  with  sincerity  of  feel- 
ing«  if  it  tends  to  throw  a  slur  on  the  conduct  of  their  poll* 
tical  opixments :  and  far  le^ss,  if  it  is  likely  to  be  the  means 
of  driving  them  from  power  ?  Such  ane  ^tbe  mischievoos  ef- 
fects ci  party  spirit*  when  carried  to  an  extreme. 


Great  danger  is  likely  to  accrue  lo  this  conntrv 
the  Ministers  of  the  Cxv^wn  are  distinguished  BK>re  for  brfl- 
liant  oratory*  than  for  $oiid  ulents  or  extensive  infc 
in  w  hich  caM  they  would  he  better  calculated  for 
a  figure  in  the  arena  of  the  House  of  Comsxms,  f^^xk  fig 
BMa^ging  the  complicated  coooenis  of  an  extens 
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The  inferiority  of  a  mere  eloquent  speaker,  for  the  govern^ 
ment  of  a  great  country,  is  most  ably  pointed  out,  and  phi- 
losophically accounted  for,  by  the  celebrated  Dugald  Stew- 
art, in  thefoHdwing  comparison  he  has  drawn  between  an 
orator  and  a  statesman  : 

**  Argumentative  address  is  but  of  little  value,  compared  to 
other  endowments  subservient  to  our  intellectual  improve- 
ment Promptness  of  reply,  and  dogmatism  of  decision, 
which  mark  the  eager  and  practised  disputant,  are  almost 
in&llible  symptoms  of  a  limited  capacity,  and  of  a  mind  defi« 
cient  in  solid  understanding.  That  species  of  understanding, 
when  cultivated  by  study,  and  directed  to  great  objects  or  pur- 
suits, produces  an  unprejudiced,  comprehensive,  and  efficient 
mind ;  and  where  it  is  wanting,  though  we  may  occasionally 
find  a  more  than  ordinary  share  of  quickness  and  of  infor- 
mation ;  a  plausibility  and  brilliancy  of  discourse ;  and  that 
passive  susceptibility  of  polish  from  the  commerce  of  the 
world,  which  is  so  often  united  with  imposing  but  secondary 
talents,  we  may  rest  assured,  that  there  exists  a  total  incom- 
petency for  enlarged  views,  and  sagacious  combinations, 
either  in  the  researches  of  science,  or  in  the  conduct  of  af- 
fairs*." 

It  has  been  justly  remarked  by  the  same  distinguished 
philosopher,  that  those  who  have  acquired  a  talent  for  busi- 
ness are  not  formed  for  conducting,  with  success,  the  affiiirs 
of  a  country,  in  new  and  untried  situations^  which  require 
extensive  views,  and  a  vigorous  and  comprehensive  genius. 
Burke  has  well  observed,  <<  That  men,  too  much  conversant 
in  office,  are  rarely  minds  of  remarkable  enlargement  Their 
habits  of  office  are  apt  to  give  them  a  turn  to  think  the  sub- 
stance of  business  not  to  be  much  more  important  than  the 
forms  in  which  it  is  conducted.  These  forms  are  adapted  to 
ordinary  occasions ;  and,  therefore,  persons  who  are  nurtured 
in  office,  do  admirably  well,  as  long  as  things  go  on  in  their 

*  Stewart's  Elements,  cbap.  3.  sect  2.  vol.  ii.  p.  298. 
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common  order ;  but  when  the  high  roads  are  broken  np,  and 
the  waters  out,  when  a  new  and  troubled  scene  is  openedf 
and  the  file  affords  no  precedent,  then  it  is  that  a  greater 
knowledge  of  mankind,  and  a  far  more  extensive  compre- 
hension of  things  is  requisite,  than  ever  office  gave,  or  than 
office  can  ever  give/* 

Men  of  general  views  possess  a  natural  superiority  over 
the  common  drudges  in  business,  whose  ideas  are  minate 
and  circumscribed.  Besides,  when  the  situations  they  hold 
are  important,  men  of  the  most  general  views  are  found  not 
to  be  inferior  to  the  vulgar  in  their  attention  to  details ;  be- 
cause the  objects  and  occurrences  which  such  situations  pre- 
sent, rouse  their  passions,  and  interest  their  curiosity,  from 
the  magnitude  of  the  consequences  to  which  they  lead. 

When  theoretical  knowledge  and  practical  skill  are  hap- 
pily combined  in  the  same  person,  the  intellectual  power  of 
man  appears  in  its  full  perfection,  and  fits  him  equally  to 
conduct,  with  a  masterly  hand,  the  details  of  ordinary  busi- 
ness, and  to  contend  successfully  with  the  untried  difficulties 
of  new  and  hazardous  situations.  In  the  former,  mere  expe- 
rience may  frequently  be  a  sufficient  guide ;  but  in  the  Lat- 
ter, experience  and  speculation  must  be  combined.  «  Ex- 
pert men,''  says  Lord  Bacon,  ^*  can  execute  and  judge  of  par- 
ticulars one  by  one ;  but  the  general  counsels,  and  the  plots, 
and  the  marshalling  of  affairs,  come  best  from  those  that  are 
learned  *." 

The  influence  of  the  Crown,  or  of  the  Minister,  has  long 
been  the  theme  of  reprobation ;  but  most  unjustly;  for  with- 
out such  influence,  the  business  of  the, public  could  not  be 
carried  on.  In  a  mixed  Government  like  ours,  such  a  rea- 
sonable extent  of  patronage  as  may  enable  a  Minister  to  re- 
sist that  natural  inclination  to  opposition,  which  all  men  feel 
towards  those  above  them,  and  that  constant  love  of  change^ 
which  is  frequently  impressed  upon  weak  minds,  cannot  be 


•  Stewart's  £lements»  vol.  i.  chap.  4.  secu  8.  p.  229.  and  234. 
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safely  dispensed  with.  It  is  certainly  much  to  be  lamented, 
that  the  management  oF  the  two  Houses  is  so  difficult,  that 
it  must  principally  engross  the  attention  of  a  Minister ;  and 
hence  he  often  becomes  more  anxious  to  obtain  a  few  votes 
in  Parliament,  than  to  secure  the  successful  result  of  any  fo- 
reign negociation,  however  important.  Nor  has  he  sufficient 
leisure,  to  consider  those  great  objects  of  internal  improve- 
ment, which  ought  chiefly  to  engage  his  attention.  It  cannot 
indeed  be  questioned,  that  the  constitution  of  Great  Britain  is 
too  complicated,  and  the  empire  too  extensive,  to  be  govern- 
ed so  well  as  it  ought  to  be.  The  wonder  is,  that  we  have 
reached  the  height  of  power  we  have  done,  with  the  nume- 
rous obstacles  to  our  advancement,  with  which  we  have  had 
to  contend. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  the  reader  letters  from 
some  of  the  most  eminent  Statesmen  who  have  shared  in  the 
government  of  this  country  for  the  last  fifty  years,  with  such 
remarks  as  may  occur,  regarding  their  character  and  con- 
duct 
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I. 


LORD  NORTH. 


The  minister  who  held  the  reins  of  govemment  when  I  fist 
entered  into  public  life  in  17B0,  was  Lord  North,  who,  aftft 
his  fieither's  death,  became  E^l  of  Guilferd.  He  had  an  ai»- 
matcd  spirit  in  a  sluggish  frame ;  and  there  was  a  csnslani 
struggle  which  of  the  two  shoidd  predominate.  He  waa  an 
excellent  leader  of  a  party  in  the  House  of  CcHnmons ;  aad  in- 
deed by  many,  and,  in  particular,'*  by  his  great  rival  Mr  FoXy 
was  considered  the  most  accomplished  speaker  that  kad-  ever 
sat  in  Parliament  In  questions  of  finance  he  was  olear^  ex- 
plicit, and  accurate.  He  never  weakened  Ids  arg^ument^  (when 
he  was  in  the  right),  by  superfluous,  though  ingenioua  de- 
clamation, but  spoke  to  the  point  with  force,  precision,  and 
perspicuity.  He  had  ^it  at  command,  of  which  he  made  great 
use  in  his  speeches  in  Parliament ;  but  he  took  no  pleasure  in 
business  unconnected  with  the  domestic  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. He  was  indeed  so  much  tormented  with  the  diflSculties 
arising  from  the  American  war,  that  he  often  lamented  the 
success  with  which  Columbas  had  accomplished  his  voyage  to 
America,  contending,  that  Europe  would  have  gone  on  much 
better  without  that  discovery.  On  the  whole,  though  a  very 
able  man,  and  a  skilful  financier,  yet  he  had  not  activity 
enough  to  preside  over  an  extensive  empire,  such  as  Crreat 
Britain  had  become  previous  to  his  being  intrusted  with  its  go- 
vernment. The  American  war  was  considered  by  him  merely 
as  a  secondary  object;  and  no  judicious  steps  were  taken, 
cither  to  prevent  it  from  taking  place  at  all,  or  to  carry  it  on, 
after  it  had  become  inevitable,  with  that  energy  which  alone 
could  give  it  any  chance  of  success. 
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ILiving  liinted  tu  Sit  Grey  Cooper,  who  took  an  activn 
part  in  mana^ng  the  business  of  the  House  of  Commons,  tliat 
I  would  have  no  objection  to  seconil  the  addrees  when  the 
House  met  in  November  I7t^l.  I  was  much  gratified  to  re- 
ceive ilie  following  communication  from  Lord  North  himself, 
in  ansH'er  to  that  suggestion. 

tlusliy  Pirk,  Nn.  13.  17g]. 
SlU, 

1  cannot  sufficiently  express  how  much  I  feel  myself  obli- 
ged to  yoii  for  the  letter  you  wrote  to  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  offer- 
ing to  second  the  address.  1  had  already  written  to  a  mover 
nnd  a  seconder,  or  I  should  have  availed  myself  of  your  very 
kind  and  friendly  offer.  But  although  this  circumstance  pre- 
vents me  from  having  recourse  to  you,  either  as  mover  or  se- 
conder, I  hope  that  we  shall  have  your  asgiiftnncK  in  support  of 
the  address.  The  difliiculties  in  which  we  are  involved  by  the 
present  situation  of  public  aRiurs,  added  to  the  abilities,  activity 
and  violence  of  our  opposers,  will  render  it  necessary  for  his 
Majesty's  servants  to  call  for  the  support  of  all  their  friends. 
On  your  zeal  and  friendly  attachment  I  know  we  may  depend, 
and  I  feel  great  satisfaction  in  tliat  conviction ;  and  ]  hope 
aud  trust  that  nothing  will  prevent  you  from  giving  us  your 
countenance  and  support. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  respect.  Sir, 
your  most  faithful  humble  scn'ant. 

North. 

The  only  anecdote  of  Lord  North,  in  which  I  was  person- 
ally interested,  which  1  can  recollect  at  this  distance  of  time, 
is  tlie  following :  Dining  one  day  iiitli  that  minister,  at  bis 
offiml  house  in  Downing  Street,  I  happened  to  remark,  that  it 
wemed  conveniently  situated  for  carrying  on  public  business. 
"  It  is  80,  (he  said),  but  you  are  not  probably  aware  of  iini 
great  advantages  in  times  of  popular  commotion,  of  which  1 
have  very  recently  had  experience.  The  street  is  narrow  at 
its  entrance,  and  consequently  cm  he  easily  defended,  and  it 
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lias  no  other  outlet  The  hou8e9  though  large  behind,  yet 
presents  but  a  small  front,  having  there  only  three  mdndows 
on  a  floor ;  and  in  case  of  necessity,  there  is  an  easy  access 
behind,  for  receiving  military  aid  from  the  Horse-Guards, 
where  troops  arc  always  stationed."  The  frightful  events, 
which  had  taken  place  not  long  before,  in  consequence  of 
Lord  George  Gordon's  anti-catholic  mobs  *,  gave  rise  to  these 
observations. 

The  following  anecdote  will  give  some  idea  of  Lord  North's 
happiness  of  allusion,  and  playfulness  of  mind.  He  was  oflten 
lulled  into  a  profound  sleep,  by  the  somniferous  oratory  of  some 
of  the  parliamentary  speakers.  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  (one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Treasury),  meanwhile  took  notes  of  the  prin- 
cipal arguments  of  his  opponents,  which,  by  glancing  his  eye 
over  the  paper.  Lord  North  was  enabled  immediately  to  an- 
swer. On  a  naval  question,  a  member  thought  proper  to  give 
an  historical  detail  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  ship-building, 
which  he  deduced  from  Noah's  ark,  and  in  reguhir  order 
brought  down  to  the  Spanish  Armada.  Sir  Grey  inadver- 
tently awoke  his  Lordship  at  this  period ;  who  asked,  to  what 
era  the  honoiu^ble  gentleman  had  arrived  ?  Being  told,  <<  to 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,"  he  instantly  replied,  **  Dear 
Sir  Grey,  why  did  you  not  let  me  sleep  a  century  or  two 
more  r 


II. 
THE  EARL  OF  SANDWICH. 

Among  the  distinguished  characters  with  whom  my  fitther 
had  travelled  during  his  visit  to  the  Continent,  the  ELarl  of 
Sandwich  was  one  for  whom  he  had  entertained  a  particular 
regard.  I  therefore  felt  a  species  of  hereditary  respect  for 
him,  and  when  I  became  a  member  of  the  House,  was  an* 

*  These  mobs  took  place  in  May  and  June  1780. 
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xiou8  to  give  him  every  support  in  my  power.  I  found,  how- 
ever, with  much  regret,  that  though  he  possessed  considerable 
abilities,  he  had  no  turn  for  business.  He  appeared  to  me  a 
gay  and  dissipated  character,  well  calculated  for  shining  at  a 
Court,  but  not  fit  for  presiding  at  the  head  of  a  public  board, 
on  the  enei^  and  exertions  of  which  the  prosperity  of  the 
Navy  of  England  depended.  I  was  convinced,  indeed,  that  it 
was  necessary  for  the  public  interest  to  have  him  removed 
from  that  situation.  Upon  mentioning  this  to  a  friend  of  mine, 
Mr  Bamber  Gascoigne,  member  for  Liverpool,  and  adding, 
^^  That  the  changing  one  member  of  an  administration  would 
be  no  great  loss  to  it,  more  especially  if  he  was  not  a  very  eflS- 
cient  minister ;"  he  replied,  "  Be  assured  that  you  are  quite 
mistaken ;  for  it  is  a  general  rule,  that  an  administration  is 
like  a  set  of  nine  pins.  If  you  knock  doum  (me,  the  others  are 
very  apt  tofoUow  in  succemon.^^ 

I  particularly  regretted  being  obliged  to  set  myself  against 
Lord  Sandwich,  having  received  from  him  the  following  let- 
ter, conceived  in  very  flattering  terms,  requesting  my  atten- 
dance on  the  inquiry  going  forward  into  the  noble  Lord's 
conduct  in  the  naval  department 

Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Sandwich^  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty^ 

to  John  Sinclair,  Esq,  M.  P. 
Sir, 
The  civilities  I  have  received  from  you,  encourage  me  to 
solicit  the  fevour  of  your  attendance  during  the  course  of  the 
naval  inquiry,  which  will  probably  come  on  without  delay. 
As  I  wish  to  preserve  your  good  opinion,  I  can  do  nothing  so 
proper,  as  begging  of  you  to  attend  impartially  to  the  exami- 
nation of  my  conduct,  since  I  have  had  the  honour  of  serving 
his  Majesty  in  the  naval  department  I  am,  with  great  regard, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 

Sandwich. 

Admiralty.  Jan.  20.  1782. 

John  Sinclair,  Esq. 
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Copy  of  the  Ansieer. 
My  Lord, 
I  have  die  honour  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  letter ;  and 
I  since  understand,  that  a  motion  for  an  inquiry  into  the  na- 
val department,  is  to  be  made  in  die  House  on  Thuraday  next. 
I  certainly  shall  attend  that  inquiry,  and  flatter  mjfself,  that 
there  is  nothing  which  can  appear  from  it,  sufficient  to  alter  die 
favourable  idea  I  would  wish  to  entertain  of  the  conduct  of 
the  E^l  of  Sandwich.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

John  Sinclair. 


III. 

LORD  VISCOUNT  STORMONT. 

This  Minister  was  nephew  to  that  celebrated  Jud^,  the 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  and  was  himself  a  person  of  considerable 
talents.  He  had  shewn  me  attention  during  an  excursion  I 
had  made  to  Paris,  where  he  was  then  our  Ambassador,  and  I 
was  anxious  to  repay  those  civilities,  if  an  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself.  When  war  was  declared  against  France,  he  re- 
turned to  England,  and  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Foreign  Department,  a  situation  for  which  he  was  con- 
sidered to  be  peculiarly  qualified,  from  his  great  experience 
in  diplomatic  concerns. 

It  was  most  unfortunate  that  Lord  Stormont  and  his  bro- 
ther Ministers  continued  to  cherish  the  idea  of  conquering 
America,  long  after  every  rational  hope  of  success  was  at  an 
end,  both  from  the  frequent  defeats  we  had  experienced  tkere, 
and  the  powerful  aid  given  to  the  new  Republic  by  France, 
by  Spain,  and  by  Holland.  Our  Ministers,  however,  still  re- 
solved to  consider  the  Americans  as  rebels,  and  refused  treat- 
ing them  as  independent  states,  which  virtually  they  had  be- 
come, by  the  acknowledgment  of  the  principal  powers  of  En- 
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ropf.  Tliia  led  to  aii  ocemrence,  with  wbicb  I  happeucd  to 
be  pEirticularly  connected,  and  whic)i  might  liave  produced 
very  important  results,  if  our  Ministers  had  acted  on  different 
principles. 

Mr  Laurens,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  iiativea  of  Ame- 
rica, had  been  sent  by  Congress  to  Europe,  with  full  powers, 
in  conjunction  with  tlie  American  Ministers  then  at  Paris,  to 
negomte  a  treaty  of  peace  witli  England.  In  his  way  to 
Frwice  he  was  captured  by  a  British  &igate,  and  sent  to  Ports- 
mouth, whence  be  was  conveyed  to  London,  where  lie  re- 
iBBined  on  his  parole.  He  was  particularly  well  acquainted  with 
my  friend  Mr  Oswald,  (who  was  afterwards  employed  by  the 
BritiBli  Govermneut  to  iiegociate  the  treaty  with  America  in 
Paris),  and  thus  Mr  Laurens  and  I  liecame  extremely  intimate. 
We  were  thence  led  to  talk  over,  witli  perfect  freedom,  tiie 
means  of  adjusting  t«rms  of  peace  between  the  two  countries. 
1  was  convinced  that  there  was  an  opening  for  settling  the  un- 
fortuoaie  contest,  and  wished  to  have  a  full  discussion  with  Mr 
Lwirens  on  tlie  subject.  I  sent  him  a  note,  therefore,  re- 
({uestiiig  his  company  to  dinner,  and  his  answer  I  have  acci- 
dentally preserved. 

*'  Mr  Laurens  presents  his  compliments,  and  would  with 
great  pleasure  wait  on  Mr  Suiclair  on  Friday  next,  to  dine, 
but  Mr  Sinclair's  note  tound  him  in  tlie  very  act  of  preparing 
to  go  out  of  town  to-morrow  morning.  He  will,  however,  be 
in  London  on  Saturday  <»  Sunday  next,  and  will  have  the 
honour  of  paying  his  respects  in  a  day  or  two  after. 

Norfotk  Simct,  9tb  Hoy  1784^" 

We  met  soon  after,  when  he  told  me,  that  though  being  at 
large,  and  under  no  pentonal  restraint,  he  could  find  little  diffi- 
cnlty  in  going  to  Paris,  yet  that  nothing  would  uiducc  him  to 
break  his  parole.  He  authorised  me,  however,  to  inform  the 
British  Government,  that  if  they  would  consent  to  hu  going 
to  Paris,  he  would  ascertain  on  what  t«rD»  a  peace  could  be 
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made  between  the  two  countries,  and  that  he  would  return 
with  that  information.  He  liinted,  at  the  same  time,  tliat  the 
terms,  he  was  convinced,  would  be  more  favourable  than  our 
Ministers  were  aware  of.  I  lost  no  time  in  communicating^  to 
Lord  Stormont  a  circumstance,  which  I  thought  would  be  so 
acceptable  to  the  British  Government.  But  to  my  astonish- 
ment, the  noble  Lord,  instead  of  being  gratified  with  the  in- 
formation, received  it  in  a  most  ungracious  manner.  He  said, 
the  British  Government  considered  the  Americans  as  rAds^ 
and  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  yet  be  in  their  power  to  subdue 
their  rehellimi :  Tliat  if  Laurens  went  to  Paris,  it  would  be  at 
his  perils  &c.  ^c. 

I  had  always  been  of  opinion  that  tlie  Americans  "would 
give  better  terms  to  Lord  Nortli  and  his  colleagues,  than  they 
would  to  any  administration  composed  of  those  who  had  be- 
friended the  cause  of  America  in  Parliament,  and  on  -whom, 
consequently,  they  had  some  hold.  1  had  about  this  time 
formed  a  party  of  independent  members  of  the  House,  among 
whom  were  Sir  William  Dolben,  Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  lifc 
Gilbert,  member  for  Litchfield,  and  others,  who  were  all  an- 
xious to  put  an  end  to  a  war,  which  had  been  so  miserably 
conducted,  and  from  which  no  success  coidd  then  be  expected. 
Upon  communicating  to  tliese  respectable  members  tlie  trans- 
action with  Mr  Laurens,  they  immediately  resolved  publidy 
to  declare  their  wishes  for  peace.  Lord  North,  seeing  him- 
self abandoned  by  those  very  men,  on  whose  support  he  haj 
greatly  depended,  resolved  to  resign,  to  which  the  King^  most 
reluctantly  assented.  The  public  were  quite  astonished  at  an 
event  so  much  unlooked  for.  When  Lord  North  announced 
it  in  Parliament,  and  proposed  that  a  motion,  of  which  JjotA 
Surrey  had  given  notice,  should  in  consequence  be  postponed, 
it  was  suspected  to  be  an  insidious  manoeuvre,  and  that  some 
deep  political  intrigue  was  at  the  bottom  of  it.  So  much  did 
this  feeling  prevail,  tliat  the  postponement  was  with  much  dif- 
ficulty agreed  to.  Lord  North's  administration  could  not  at 
any  rate  have  been  long  prolonged ;  but  little  was  it  known. 


AND  REMINISCENCES  OF  THEM.  81 

Iiow  much  the  arrival  of  Mr  Laurens  in  England,  and  my 
conferences  with  him,  had  contributed  to  its  dissolution,  and 
how  much  better  terms  could  have  been  previously  obtained 
than  were  ultimately  agreed  to. 


IV. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  WILLIAM  PITT. 

This  distinguished  Statesman  began  his  political  career 
with  a  speech  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  had  never 
been  surpassed,  and  but  rarely  equalled  by  any  ever  deliver- 
ed in  that  assembly.  I  still  recollect  the  thunder  of  applause, 
and  indeed  the  utter  astonishment  with  which  it  was  received 
by  an  audience  accustomed  to  the  most  splendid  efforts  of 
eloquence.  All  who  heard  it  concurred  in  opinion,  ^<  That 
the  young  orator  must  soon  fill  one  of  the  highest  offices  in 
the  government  of  his  country." 

I  had  come  into  Parliament  some  months  before  Mr  Pitt, 
and  had  made  some  appearances  which  had  been  favourably 
received ;  and  as  an  active  and  rising  young  member,  I  was  ho- 
noured by  a  message  firom  Mr  Pitt,  through  his  brother-in-law. 
Lord  Mahon,  expressing  a  strong  wish  to  become  acquainted 
with  me.  A  meeting  was  appointed  at  Lord  Mahon's,  where 
we  had  a  conference  which  lasted  for  above  two  hours,  and 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  our  future  intercourse.  During 
this  conference,  he  expressed  his  sentiments  with  so  much  ar- 
dour and  ability,  in  support  of  those  measures  which  seemed 
to  me  best  calculated  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness of  the  country,  that  I  felt  the  highest  gratification,  in 
having  formed  an  acquaintance,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
future  intimacy,  with  so  promising  a  young  statesman. 

In  the  great  contest  which  took  place  between  him  and  his 
rival  Mr  Fox,  in  1784,  I  strained  every  nerve  to  support  Mr 

VOL.  I.  F 
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Pitt.  How  &T  I  was  able  to  be  of  service  to  him  at  tliat 
time,  will  appear  from  the  following  letters,  one  from  him- 
self, and  the  other  from  his  confidential  friend,  John  Jamni 
Hamilton,  Esq.  afterwards  Marquis  of  Abercom. 

Letter  from  Mr  Pitt  to  John  Sinclair^  Esq, 
My  Dear  Sir, 
I  find  the  enemy  are  circulating,  that  /  said  in  my  hut 
speech  I  would  resupi^  hi  case  of  art  address  being  carried.  I 
take  for  granted  they  think  this  impression  would  help  them 
in  the  division,  if  they  move  it,  on  Monday.  The  buct  ia»  as 
I  recollect,  that  I  said  nothing  one  way  or  other  on  that  sup* 
position ;  but  merely  challenged  them  either  to  impeadk  cr 
address^  if  they  were  dissatisfied  with  my  reasons  for  remain- 
ing after  the  resolutions.  You  will,  I  am  sure,  forgave  vxf 
troubling  you  with  tliis,  for  your  private  use^  if  you  thiok  it 
worth  while  to  take  any  way  of  counteracting  this  idea.  Per- 
haps you  may  liave  some  opportunity  to  see  how  it  is  imdei^ 
stood  to-day.     I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obed.  seis 

W.   PllT. 

Saturday,  Jan.  31.  5  o'clock. 

Letter  from  J,  J.  Hamilton^  Esq.  of  Abercom^  M.  JP.  to  Mm 

Sinclair^  Esq.  M.  P. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  am  just  come  from  Pitt,  who  is  much  obliged  to  ycH|  fif 
your  friendly  support  and  assistance.  We  agree  t^  Mr 
Luttrel's  appearance  in  his  fiivour  on  Monday  will  be  a  vtty 
desirable  circumstance.  There  will  probably  be  a  divjsiQii; 
but,  at  all  events,  the  presence  of  independent  aiid  reqpec^ 
able  friends,  will  be  in  the  highest  degree  desirable.  I  aa^ 
De^r  Sir,  in  haste,  but  with  real  respect  and  regard,  jov 
most  objedient  and  fidthful  servant, 

J.  J.  HAMii«1»Vt 

5  o'clock. 


•  * 


Ih  the  ye&r  1785,  oW&g  t6  a  gev'ete  fumfly  afflictfAii  ^,  \  Wl 
dotoe  intention  of  rettring  frott  "pibBfe  life,  arwil  oflFerfeil  to  rfe- 
*ign  Thfiy  ieat  for  Le^twitbiel,  in  CottlWAH  M4iM  1  fciS  jii-o- 
<Jttred  through  the  m'eidittiiri  6i  the  Mihfetek  Tlie  firiehdly 
feeling  he  expressred,  iii  the  foHbWing  letter  he  'seiit  ine  oil 
that  occasion*,  doies  him  much  credit. 

Letter  frorh  Mr  Pitt  to  J6hn  SincMr,  Esq. 

downing  Street,  May  17.  17^ 

Mt  DfiAR  Sir, 
I  feel  very  sehsibly  the  kiiid  ptoof  bf  your  zeal  ind  friend- 
ship at  such  a  moment,  and  truly  lament  the  unfortunate  cause 
which  deprives  us  at  present  of  your  assistance.  As  far  as 
numbers  are  in  question,  a  single  vote,  though  always  of  some 
consequence,  is,  I  trust,  not  now  so  material  as  once  seemed 
possible.  I  am  not,  however,  the  less  thankful  to  you  for  the 
abcdnunodation  you  projiose,  tliough  very  glad  to  think  it  im- 
jiei;essary.     Believe  me,  my  Dear  Sir,  yours  veiy  sincerely, 

\i^.  Pitt. 

In  1786,  I  resolved  to  make  an  extetisive  toiir  through  the 
nortliem  countries  of  Europe,  which,  in  a  political  poiiit  of 
vi^tr,  were  at  tiiat  time  probably  the  most  interesting.  I 
fbmid,  wherever  I  went,  the  strongest;  wish  to  obtain  some 
fiecurate  account  of  the  splendid  character  and  briUiant  ta- 
lents of  that  greitt  statesman,  wUb  had  receidtly  appeared  oii 
die  dtage  of  British  politics.  I  Wiis  in  consequence  induced 
to  draw  tip  in  French,  the  following  brief  sketch  of  the  en- 
ddwmentii  6f  th^  Briti^  Minister.     The  celebrated  Mirabeai^, 


*  Tlie  losB  of  my  first  wife^  Stnh,  daughter  of  Alexander  Maitlaud,  Esq.  of 
Sioike  NewiDgtobi,  to  whom  I  wna  much  attached.  It  was  to  relieve  the  grief 
I  felt  on  that  mebuicboly  erent,  that  I  took  a  long  journey  through  aU  the 
northern  countries  <kf  Europe,  which  shall  afterwards  be  frequently  alluded  to« 
She  left  only  two  daughters,  Sarah,  who  wrote  the  celebrated  lettier,  **  On  the 
Principles  of  the  Christian  Faith,"  which  has  gone  through  sixteen  editions,  and 
Janet,  married  to  Sir  James  Colquhoun  of  Luss,  Baronet 

f2 
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whom  I  met  at  Berlin,  and  with  whom  I  had  much  fiiendly 
intercourse,  expressed  himself  highly  gratified  with  this  sketdi, 
and  undertook  to  improve  the  style,  as  I  was  not  thorougUy 
master  of  the  niceties  of  the  French  language.  He  returned 
it  with  a  note,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

^^  Je  vous  rcnvoie  votre  portrait  de  Pitt,  avec  quelques  ow- 
rections  de  style,  et  j'y  joins  les  trois  lettres  que  vous  avei 
desirees  pour  Paris.  Faites  m'ecrire,  je  vous  prie,  jusqn't 
quelle  heure  precise  de  demain  matin,  ou  de  ce  soir,  je  pun 
garder  les  feuilles  que  vous  m'avez  confices.  J'espere  avoir 
rhonneur  de  vous  voir  encore,  avant  votre  depart  *. 

19.  Novembre  1786." 

Character  of  the  Right  Honourable  JVHHam  Pitt. 

Drawn  up  bj  Sir  John  Sinclair,  at  Petersburgh,  in  August  1786*  and  tba 
language  afterwards  corrected  by  Mirabeau  at  Berlin. 

Guillaume  Pitt,  premier  Ministre  d' Angleterre,  peut  avoir, 
a  present,  environs  vingt-sept  a  vingt-huit  ans.  Tout  jeime 
qu'il  est,  il  n'y  a  personne  dans  le  royaume,  qui  puisse  lui 
contester  Temploie  qu'il  occupe.  Cliarles  Fox,  son  rival  Hant 
la  chambre  basse,  a,  sans  doute,  la  tetc  bien  organisee  poor 
les  affaires  publiques ;  maLs  il  est  dLssipe,  occupe  par  les  jeiix 
les  plus  hazardeux,  et  d'un  caractero  si  facile,  qu'il  est  tou- 
jours  plus  pret  a  suivre  les  mauvaises  idees  de  ceux  qui  I'^nvi- 
ronnent,  que  les  siennes,  qui  sont  communement,  par  elles- 
memes,  assez  saines.  II  a  aussi  eu  I'absurdite  de  se  rendre 
ennemi  personel  du  Roi,  par  des  expressions,  et  des  discoun, 
impolis  et  meprisans;  et  quoiqu'un  Roi  d'Angleterre  soil 
quelquefois  oblig^  de  donner  I'administration  des  affidres,.  et 
le  gouvemement  du  royaume,  a  des  personnes  qu'il  n'aime 
pas,  il  pent  cependant  rendre  la  situation  d'un  tel  ministre 


*  The  note  was  accompanied  by  letters  of  introduction  to  three  of  his  frwadi^ 
who,  he  said,  were  the  three  most  interesting  characters  in  Paris.  These  wtRv 
1.  Talleyrand,  then  the  Abb6  Perigord  ;  2.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette ;  sndt 
3.  Panchaud  the  celebrated  Banker.  The  first  unfortunately  was  not  in 
The  two  latter  gaye  me  the  most  cordial  reception,  as  a  friend  of  Minibcim, 
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tres'desagrdable,  et  il  se  sert,  avec  raison,  de  la  premiere  oc- 
casion favorable,  poor  chasser  un  officier,  qui  oublie  leg  de- 
voirs et  le  respect  dus  a  son  souverain,  quand  ce  changement 
n'est  pas  contraire  au  bonheur  publique. 

Le  caractere  de  Monsieur  Pitt  est  tout-a-fait  different 
Dans  sa  vie  domestique  il  est  si  temper^,  que  ses  ennemis 
m^me,  lui  reprochent  sa  continence  comme  un  crime ;  et  1' An- 
gleterre  est  a  present  si  degener^e,  qu'il  y  a  des  personnes 
qui  soudennent,  sans  rougir,  qu'un  ministre  d'etat  est  inca- 
pable de  remplir  les  fonctions  de  son  emploi,  sans  s'abandonner 
quelquefois  aux  exces.  II  aime  le  travail,  et  il  s'occupe  sans 
cesse  des  afiaires  qui  en  dependent  II  re^oit  avec  plaisir  des 
informations  de  quelque  personne  que  ce  soit,  mais  il  pour- 
suit  toujours  ses  propres  sentimens,  sans  se  rendre  aux  senti- 
mens  des  autres,  soit  par  lassitude,  au  par  foiblesse.  Personne 
ne  comprend  un  sujet  plus  promptement  que  lui.  D  lui  ar- 
rive quelquefois,  comme  a  d'autres  personnes  habiles  et  pene- 
trantes,  de  decider  trop  vite ;  mais  il  ne  craint  pas  de  changer 
son  opinion,  quand  il  est  convaincu  par  la  raison. 

Son  eloquence  ressemble  a  celle  de  Ciceron.  Elle  est 
pleine,  et  non  concise.  II  ne  manque  jamais  un  mot,  meme 
quand  il  parle  sans  s'y  etre  prepare :  et  ses  periodes  sont  si 
elegantes,  et  si  bien  arrang^es,  qu'il  est  impossible  d'en  rayer, 
ou  d'en  alterer  un  mot  Toute  cette  elegance  est  aussi  ac- 
compagn^e  de  force,  de  feu,  et  d'esprit;  et  il  est  justement 
distingu^  par  cette  rare  f^licite,  que  quand  il  se  leve  au  sub- 
lime le  plus  grand,  il  ne  descend  jamais  a  la  hauteur,  d'ou  il 
prend  son  essor. 

II  surmonte  les  difficult^  de  son  ^tat  avec  beaucoup  de  suc- 
ces.  II  est  ferme,  mais  respectueux,  a  I'egard  de  son  souve- 
rain. II  est  attentif  et  sociable  avec  ses  amis,  et  ceux  qui  le 
supportent  dans  les  deux  chambres  de  Parlement ;  et  il  fait 
tout  son  possible  pour  se  rendre  populaire,  par  une  attention 
continuelle  aux  veritables  inter&ts  de  sa  patrie,  et  non  par  une 
complaisance  aveugle  aux  prejug^  du  peuple.     Quand  il  est 
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line  fois  decide,  il  ne  craint  rien ;  et  ses  a^lis,esperent^  en  aqft- 
scqiience,  ayec  beaucoup  de  raison,  qu'il  fera  im  mipjifltii^  ip 
la  guerre,  aussi  heureux^  et  aussi  fonniditblei  que  I'a  et^.qpn 
pere,  le  fameux  Chatham^  et  qu'il  Timiteia,  av^Q  iin,  att^^ptifli 
invariable,  aux  merites  de  eeux  en  qui.il  i9^ttia  ^  Qcaifiapee, 
aussi  bien  qu'en  la  force  et  en  la  grandeur  d^.son  Q^pt. 

II  s'est  aussi  occupe  jusqu'a  present  de  radministiratiqD  is- 
tenie,.qui  etoit  dans  un  tres  grand  desordre.  II  a  arrange  ki 
finances  d'Angleterre  d'un  fk^on  que  peu  des  personnea  pen- 
soit  possible.  II  a  non  seulement  trouve  des  ressourcc^  poir 
toutes  les  debtes  publiques,  accumulees  par  I'extravagamie  del 
ministres  pendant  la  guerre  Americaine,  mais  il  a  ausri  mit  en 
suretc  un  surplus  d'un  million  de  livres  sterling,  pour  affiruh 
chir  la  nation  des  charges  dont  elle  est  accablee.  On  ditf  qqll 
se  propose  de  s'appliquer  aussi  a  Tavenir  aux  politique^,  ^tifttr 
geres,  pour  placer  T  Angle terre,  dans  cette  situation ,  requec- 
table,  a  laquelle  elle  a  droit,  chezles  souverains  du  mon<kw<l^ 
de  ikire  tons  les  traitos  necessaires,  pqur  augmenter  1^  qoffr 
merce  de  sa  ])atrie,  et  pour  conserver  la  balance  de  PEorope. 

Enfin,  pour  repeter  les  complimens,  qu'on  lui  a  fsdt  Hamy  le 
IJarlement,  menie  j)ar  mi  Lord  Nortli,  un  de  ces  riyaux  et  jve^ 
decesseurs,  '^^  II  ost  ne  rnbmtre,  et  il  ressewble  a  tai  duffinaA 
miui  tcLcher 

Such  was  tlie  opinion  wluch  I  then  entertained  of  this  cele- 
brated Minister ;  and  for  some  time  I  had  no  reason  to  eimretf 
myself  otherwise.  At  first,  indeed,  he  gave  me  the  £ntie  to 
his  house  in  Downing  Street,  and  the  porter  had  iustructions 
to  admit  me  whenever  I  called,  as  if  I  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Cabinet.  Gradually  we  became  more  estranged,  and  ulti- 
mately our  intercourse  was  chiefly  carried  on  through  the  me- 
dium of  Mr  Secretary  Dundas,  by  whose  friendly  aijd  patrio- 
tic assistance,  I  obtained  the  support  of  the  Minister  to  some 
measures  of  great  national  importance. 

The  first  of  these  was  the  is$ue  of  Exchequer  bills  iu  17W, 
for  the  relief  of  the  commercial  and  manufacturing  .iuter^stSi 
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I  had  proposed'  to  move  the  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, for  the  oonrideration  of  this  subject ;  btit  was  inform- 
ed' by  Mr  Diitndas^  to  whom  I  had  cotmmmicated  my  in- 
tention, ^*  TtiiX  unless  something  definite  was  previously 
arranged,  the  appointment  of  any  co!mmittee  to  take  up  the 
subject  Idoisely,  might  produce  mischief,  with  very  little  pro- 
spect of  good ;  but  that  if  1  had  any  specific  ideas  to  state,  Go- 
vernment would  be  glad  to  receive  them."  In  coifsequence 
of  this  hint,  T  transmitted  to  Mr  Pitt,  on  the  16th  of  April 
1798j  my  plan  for  restoring  the  commercial  credit  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and,  on  the  24th  of  April  following,  that  minister  inform- 
ed me  th^t  the  jdan  had  been  approved  of  by  his  Majesty's 
tirovemment,  and  that  he  wished  to  see  me  next  morning,  to 
fix  on  the  menlibers  who  should  compose  the  committee. 

There  nererwas  a  mel»nre  attended  with  more  complete 
success.  On  the  particulars  it  is  imnecessary  here  to  enter. 
But  unfortunately  I  could  not  prevail  upon  the  Minister  to 
coiicur  in  another  part  of  my  proposed  system,  by  which  those 
commercial  distresses,  which  have  since  so  frequently  occurred, 
would,  in  a  great  degree,  have  been  prevented.  My  sugges- 
tion was,  to  check  the  unlimited  power  of  issuing  notes  pay- 
able to  the  bearer  on  demand',  by  compelling  bankers  to  find 
security  for  such  issues.  When  I  pressed*  Mr  Pitt  to  adopt 
that  part  of.  the  system,  which  seemed  to  me  indispensably 
necessary,  he  replied,'  "  That  he  could  not  at  the  moment 
give  it  all  the  consideration  it  required ;  and  as  the  rest  of  the 
measure  had  suceeeded  so  well,  there  was  no  urgent  necessity 
for  bringing  the  remainder  of  the  plan  forward  at  present.*' 
The  want  of  such  security,  however,  was  the  chief  circum- 
stance which  brought  on  the  crisis  of  1797,  and  rendered  the 
restriction  on  cash-payments  at  the  Bank  unavoidable.  At 
that  period  I  made  another  attempt  to  establish  the  system  of 
licensing  country  bankers,  but  was  equally  unsuccessful  *. 

The  second  public  measure  to  which  I  procured  Mr  Pitt's 

*   All  these  paiticulaln  are  fully  detailed  in  the  History  of  the  Revenue, 
third  edition,  toI.  ii.  p.  287  and  330. 
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assent,  by  the  influence  of  Mr  Dundas  *,  was  to  the  egtaMwh* 
ment  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture,  an  institution  which  was  pro- 
ductive of  incalculable  advantages  to  the  country.  To  its  estiH 
blishment  the  country  principally  owed  its  rapid  advancemeiit 
in  rural  economy.  It  introduced  indeed  a  spirit  of  enterprise 
and  invention,  and  attached  a  dignity  and  consequence  to 
the  study  and  practice  of  husbandry,  which  it  never  befiwe 
possessed. 

I  could  not  prevail  on  Mr  Pitt,  however,  to  support,  with 
all  the  zeal  I  wished,  this  important  institution,  nor  to  asnst 
me  in  carrying  through  a  general  bill  of  indosure,  which  I 
had  introduced,  and  carried  through  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  which  was  thrown  out  by  the  Chancellor  Loughborough 
in  the  Lords.  The  bill  was  very  obnoxious  to  some  power- 
ful individuals,  as  it  tended  materially  to  affect  the  incmne  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  of  the  diancel- 
lor  or  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords,  for  which,  however, 
they  might  have  been  compensated.  Perhaps  there  might  be 
a  feeling  also,  that  the  carrying  through  such  a  bill,  was  a 
greater  public  benefaction  tlian  any  private  individual  <night 
to  be  permitted  to  confer. 

In  1795,  being  of  opinion  that  the  British  Government 
were  too  anxious  for  a  continuance  of  the  war,  and  had  not 
made  sufficient  efforts  to  procure  an  honourable  peace,  I  re* 
solved  on  the  formation  of  an  independent  party,  to  compel 
the  Ministers  to  enter  into  negociations  with  the  French  Re* 
public.  The  consequence  of  this  was,  the  celebrated  confe- 
rences at  Lisle,  ^fhese  proved  abortive,  owing  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  French  Directory.  When  the  papers  regarding^ 
that  negociation  were  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  an  address  was  proposed  by  the  Minister,  on  which  I 

*  Lord  McWille  assured  inc,  that  Mr  Pitt  and  he  were  the  ooly  Memben  in 
the  cabinet  who  supported  the  establishment  of  the  Board.  The  first  Lord  Lam- 
downe  paid  the  institution  a  high  complimeut,  when  he  said,  "  That  it  was  tba 
only  beneficial  act  done  in  the  whole  course  of  Mr  Pitt's  administration.**  Sea 
Mr  Arthur  Young's  Lecture  on  the  Origin  and  Advantages  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.** 
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moved  au  ameiidmeiit :  and  on  that  occasion  lie  made  a  speech, 
w)iich  was  afterwards  published  with  his  own  correctioofl.  It 
was  certainly  the  ablest  of  hia  printed  orations,  and  the  most 
likely  to  give  the  reader  a  high  idea  of  his  oratorical  powers. 
In  the  course  of  that  speech,  he  mnflt  earnestly  entreated  me 
to  give  up  tlie  amendment  I  had  proposed,  and  not  to  disturb 
the  unanimity  of  the  House.  A  number  of  members  in  suc- 
cession having  concurred  in  the  same  request,  I  was  prevail- 
ed upon  to  agree  to  it. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  French  Revolution,  1  had  as- 
certained that  the  republic  was  likely  to  be  much  embarrass- 
ed by  the  want  of  saltpetre  for  making  gunpowder.  The 
difficulty  of  procuring  that  essential  article  would  have  been 
almost  unsurmountable,  had  it  not  been  fur  a  most  important 
discovery  made  by  tlie  French  eltcmists,  by  which  France 
was  enabled  to  supply  itself,  and  the  importation  of  saltpetre 
from  foreign  countries  was  rendered  unnecessary.  The  nitre 
of  Europe,  as  furnished  by  tlie  first  processes,  is  a  comjMiund 
of  nitrous  acid  and  calcareous  earthy  and  is  not  adapted,  in  its 
original  state,  for  the  manu&cture  of  gunjiowder.  But  it  had 
been  ascertained,  that  if  this  native  European  nitre  is  dissolved 
in  water,  and  a  quantity  of  potash,  or  vegetable  alkali  added, 
the  calcareous  earth  might  thus  be  separated,  and  true  nitre 
procured  by  raystallization.  Without  potash,  however,  this 
could  not  be  effected.  Having  accidentally  heard  that  several 
vessels,  bound  for  France,  had  been  loaded  with  potash  in  tlie 
river  Thames,  {greatly  to  the  astonishment  of  the  merchants, 
who  could  not  conceive  what  use  the  French  could  make  of 
it),  I  immediately  communicated  the  circumstance  to  Mr  Pitt, 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  preventing  the  exportation  of  po- 
tash. With  his  usual  promptitude  and  decision,  he  imme- 
diately ordered  an  embargo  to  be  laid  on  the  ships  in  question. 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  eaigoes  were  not  purchased  from 
tlie  owners  ;  the  potash  was  smuggled  over  to  France,  and  gun- 
{inwder,  to  a  considerable  amount,  was  manufactured  by  means 
of  that  important  article,  procured  from  this  country. 
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Mr  Pitt  was  formed  by  nature  to  be  an  orator.  He  pm^ 
aessed,  in  their  highest  perfection^  •  the  following*  advMtligM': 
1.  He  had  great  qmokness  of  apprehengiim ;  2.  His  uniurt^^j^ 
WHS  80  tenacious  that  he  never  forgot  ady  thing  that*  he  hrid 
once  learned  ;  and,  3.  }1^  hvA  a  power  of  expremeHj  p^Met 
than  almost  any  individual  had  ever  before  possessed.  Hfe 
had  also  a  dear  and  pleasing  voice,  and  a  dignified 'stjrle  of 
speaking.  With  these  advantages  he  could  not  fiul  to  ai(v 
quire  a  complete  command  over  his  audience.  His  principal 
defects  as  a  statesman  were,  1.  That  he  was  not  mu<^  incHned 
to  read  any  thing  but  classical  works,  and  greatly  undervaliied 
modem  literature ;  and,  2.  That  he  knew  nothing  of  foreigft 
languages,  or  of  the  characters  of  foreign  nations,  and  did  ^noC' 
seem  desirous  of  receiving  any  information  about  them, 
terly,  also,  the  continued  possession  of  political  power, 
ly  altered  his  original  character,  and  he  became  soured  -  and 
miserable  from  the  ill  success  which  had  attended  alt  his'esc^ 
ertions  to  repress  the  torrent  of  thie  French  ReVt>lutieiL 
He  at  length  would  listen  only  to  those  who  flattered  the  opi- 
nions he  entertained  on  political  subjects,  and '  considered 
those  in  the  light  of  personal  enemies,  who  ventured  to  tell 
him  unpalatable  truths.  It  was  impossible  for  a  member  of 
the  House,  who  took  so  much  labour  to  become  master  of 
all  the  most  important  branches  of  politics,  and  who  was  cMh 
vinced  that,  in  many  respects,  the  affairs  of  the  country-  were 
very  inefficiently  conducted,  long  to  remain  the  subservient 
tool  of  a  Minister  of  this  kind. 

It  would  require  a  volume  to  detail  all  the  traCii8oeti<lii8 
which  took  place  between  ils  in  the  course  of  a -great  nnniJ 
bertof  years.  He  was  certainly  a  most  extraordinary  chatae* 
ter,  but  came  too  soon  into  power,  before  he  had  acquired  that 
political  knowledge  and  experience,  without  which  no'  wmw 
can  be  a  successful' minister,  more  especially  in  times  of  diffi^ 
culty.  Though  he  suppoited  the  establishment  of  a  Bdard  of 
Agriculture,  it  was  not  done  with  the  zeal,  nor  was  thepka 
carried  to  the  extent,  that  seem  to  me  necessary  to  render  it 
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Dompletely  ^b^ient.  In,  fi^^  he  was  more  inclined  to  pro- 
mote tl^e  conim^roe  and  manufactures,  than  the  agriculture  of 
the  countiy ;.  and  he  never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  attendi 
any  of  those  Fetes,,  which  tended  so  much  to  promote  a  spi- 
rit of  agriciiltund  improvement  It  is  singular,  that  he  gave 
no  encouragement  to.  the  fine  arts,  nor  to  literature.  His 
w^ol^  mind  sc^o^.to  have  been  engrossed  by  politics.  Lat- 
terly,  l^e  thQu^bt^of  nothing  but  how  to  defend  his  country 
irpm.thf}  infeetiquiof  the  destructive  principles,  and  detestable 
epaqsiple,  oif  l^renqh  republicanism.  In  that,  he  fortunately 
succeeded,  and  hence  he  was  justly  entitled  to  be  celebrated' 
as>^  The  IfUotiwha  weathered  the  storrn^^ 

Mr  Pi(t  wfi9  lively  and  amusing  in  conversation,  particu- 
larly in  the  company  of  his  early  friends,  to  whom  he  was 
much  attached,  and  who  entertained  for  him  a  reciprocal  re- 
gard. He  condescended  even  to  be  a  pimster,'  of  which  I 
recollect  a  very  happy  instance.  After  my  return  from  the 
tour  already  mentioned  through, the  ncrthem  parts  of  Europe, 
I  happened  to  dine  in  his  company,  when  he  took  occasion  to 
ask  me,  <^  Of  aU  the  places  where  ye^  have  been,  where  did 
you  &re  best?'  My  apswer  wasy  ^^  In  Poland;  for  the  nobi- 
IHy  live  there  with  uncommon . taste  and  splendour;  their; 
cpoks  are  I^rench^ — th^  con£^ti(Hiers  Italian, — and  their: 
wine  Tokay/'  H^  immfidiately  observed^  ^^  I  have  heard  be- 
foire.  of .  The  PolUh  dietJ! 

1%  would  be  improper  to  ,conclude  these  short  hints,  withbulu 
alluding  t^  Mr  Pitt's  private  character,  in  which  he  appeared  r 
tp  so  much;  advanjtager     He  was  blameless  in  his  morals,  and^i 
onfiii  occasions  eviuiced  th^  high^st  degree,  of  ^honour  and  dut. 
tegr^ty^     Previous  to  his  entrance,  into,  public  life,  his  expeiH 
ses  never  expeedird  his  income,  which  consisted  of  the  interest » 
of  ten  thousand  pounds  hi3  original  private  fortune*     But  the 
inadequacy  of  the.  salary,  annexed  to  his  appointments,,  the 
large  expenditure  unavoidably  attached  to  them,  and  the  im- 
practicability of  giving  requisite  attention  to  the  economical 
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arrangement  of  his  household,  when  he  had  to  regulate  the 
affidrs  of  an  empire,  involved  him  in  pecuniary  embanum* 
ments.  These  amounted,  at  his  death,  to  about  forty  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  were  paid  by  the  public. 

It  is  contended  by  some,  that  tlie  weaknesses  of  private  life, 
^ould  not  be  laid  open  to  the  gaze  of  indiscriminate  observa- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  private 
life  of  a  distinguished  individual  is  a  most  important  subjecst 
of  inquiry.  How  much  is  a  public  character  exalted,  when 
he  acts  as  well  in  his  private  as  in  his  public  capacity  !  And 
why  should  not  the  two  be  united,  so  as  to  produce  a  charac- 
ter, at  least  approaching  as  nearly  to  perfection,  as  is  consis- 
tent with  the  acknowledged  frailty  of  human  nature  ? 


V. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  CHARLES  JAMES  FOX. 

I  had  not  much  intercourse,  personal  or  political,  with  Mr 
Fox,  for  I  differed  from  him  considerably  in  regard  both  to 
private  conduct  and  public  principle.  He  certainly  possessed 
many  valuable  qualities;  and  no  man  ever  enjoyed,  in  a 
greater  degree,  the  advantages  accruing  from  attached  friends^ 
which  his  goodness  of  heart  justly  merited.  His  talents  were 
of  the  highest  order ;  and  while  his  rival,  Mr  Pitt,  was  com- 
pared to  Cicero,  the  friends  of  Mr  Fox  contended,  that  he  re- 
sembled Demosthenes  in  oratory.  A  clergyman  from  the  north  *, 
who  had  heard  a  debate  in  which  they  had  both  greatly  dis-> 
tinguished  themselves,  observed,  ^^  That  he  thought  the  elo- 
quence of  Mr  Pitt  was  like  a  house  built  of  the  finest  poUghed 
freestanje ;  it  was  smooth,  beautiful,  and  without  a  spot  or 
blemish ;  but  the  eloquence  of  Mr  Fox,  he  thought,  might  be 


*  The  Reycrend  Dr  Skene  Keith,  a  yery  active  and  able  minister  of  die 
Church  of  Scotland. 
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compared  to  a  house  built  i>f  Aberdeen  i/ranitr,  in  wliicli  tJiere 
were  a  number  of  specks,  but  no  material  flaw ;  and  which 
was  composed  of  such  durable  materialH,  tliat  no  attack,  how- 
ever violent,  could  make  any  impression  upon  it." 

After  having  accom]>lished  that  great  object,  the  estabtish- 
ment  of  a  Board  of  Agriculture,  my  nest  favourite  plan  was,  to 
procure  the  passing  of  "  A  General  Bin  of  Ineh/iure."  About 
seven  milUons  of  acres  in  England  were  locked  up  from  cul- 
tivation, by  an  absurd  doctrine,  that  lands  held  in  common, 
could  not  be  divided  without  the  authority  of  Parliament ; 
and  as  a  law  for  each  common  and  common  field  could  not 
be  obtfuned  without  a  considerable  expense,  it  was  a  very 
mischievous  check  to  improvement.  In  one  of  my  addresses 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  I  had  declared  my  full  deter- 
mination to  endeavour  to  cut  off,  if  it  was  possible. 


and  I  left  no  means  unatt«mpted  that  could  effect  that  im- 
portant undertaking. 

Upon  mentioning  the  subject  to  Mr  Pitt,  lie  said,  that  no- 
tliing  would  give  Iiim  more  pleasure  than  to  assist  in  bringing 
about  so  great  an  object ;  but  he  understood  that  it  would  be 
found  attended  with  almost  unsurmoun table  difficulties.  He 
added  however,  "  K  you  can  prevail  upon  Mr  Fox  to  lend 
his  aid,  I  shall  have  no  objection,  loaded  as  I  am  with  public 
business,  to  attend  the  committee,  and  to  see  what,  hy  our 
united  exertions,  we  can  make  of  it."  Highly  gratified  with 
this  suggestion,  I  immediately  communicated  the  circumstance 
to  Mr  Fox,  and  requested  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him 
upon  the  subject  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The  answer 
was  as  follows ; 

"  Mr  Fox  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  John  Sinclair, 
and  is  very  sorry  that  he  cannot  liave  the  honour  of  seeing  Sir 
John  early  tliis  monung,  as  he  is  obliged  to  attend  a  meeting 
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cf  the  inhabitants  of  St  Margaret  and  St  John's.  AVken  liie 
ttieeting  is  over,  Mr  Fox  will  wait  upon  Sir  John,  and  take 
•his  chance  of  finding  him  at  home. 

South  Street,  |  past  twelve." 

Mr  Fox  cafled  as  he  had  prcnnised,  and  of  coitirse  fonivd  "tttt 
at  home.  As  soon  as  the  conference  was  ov^r,  I  took  die  lU- 
lowing  memorandum  of  what  passed  on  the  occtoion  : 

Mr  Fox  came  about  3  o'clock,  and  staid  till  aftet  4.  W^ 
talked  over  the  subject  of  a  Waste  Land  Bill ;  akid  he  agreed 
to  be  a  member  of  any  select  oommittee  to  be  appointed,  and 
to  mention  it  to  such  of  his  Mends  as  were  the  fittest,  and  thi^ 
most  likely  to  take  a  share  in  the  business.  He  approved  ilf 
the  proposed  regulations,  but  at  the  same  time  wished  tn 
have  the  subject  fully  discussed  in  the  committee,  before  he 
pledged  himself  to  any  particular  opinion.  On  the  whole,  it 
was  very  gratifying  to  see  the  leaders  of  two  parties  in  Parlia- 
ment taking  up  so  zealously  the  proposed  measures  for  the  im- 
provement of  our  waste  lands. 

There  could  not  have  been  a  prouder  situation,  than  to  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  with  Mr  Pitt  on  the  one  hand,  and  Mr  Fox  on 
the  other,  to  arrange  a  plan  for  adding  seven  millions  of  acres 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  country ; — for  giving  employment  to 
many  thousands  of  the  most  valuable  classes  of  the  commnni-^ 
ty ; — and  for  preventing  the  hazard  of  our  being  afflicted  with 
fnture  scarcities.  I  never  could  prevail  upon  Mr  Fox,  how- 
ever, to  attend  the  committee,  after  its  appointment^  (prin<5- 
pally  owing,  I  believe,  to  the  political  jealousies  of  some  of 
the  heads  of  his  party) ;  and  Mr  Pitt  declining  to  be  presehi 
without  him,  I  was  obliged  to  undertake  the  task  of  preparhi^ 
a  bill  without  the  assistance  of  either.  A  general  law  for  'pHp' 
moting  inclosures  was  accordingly  drawn  up,  with  the  aid  of 
some  of  the  ablest  lawyers  then  at  the  bar ;  and  it  was  ren- 
dered, by  their  means,  so  unexceptionable,  that  it  passed  Ae 
House  of  Commons  with  great  eclat.     Bat  Mr  Pitt  tukfoite-^ 
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tiately,  am  lM>fore  oboerved,  permitted  it  to  be  thrown  uiit  in 
the  Lords. 

L'tider  Lord  Sidmouth's  admuii^tration,  ]  utrried  tluvugh 
anotUcT  liUi  wtiicJi  fiicilitutod  tlic  oLijt.>ct  iu  view ;  and  the  dis- 
cussions which  these  public  bilk  oecuMOBod,  matenally  excited 
a  spirit  t^  improvement,  and  ^eatly  promoted  the  increai«e  of 
private  biLU  of  incloriure. 

At  one  period  I  bad  very  unexpectedly  a.  political  cont<«t 
with  Mr  Fox,  in  which  I  had  not  much  reason  to  be  satlstied 
witli  the  coiuduct  of  h'u  friends,  if  be  himself  bad  no  liaud  in  iL 
In  the  genend  election  which  took  place  in  1765,  Mr  Fox 
was  disappointed  of  his  election  for  Weedniuster  *,  at  least 
until  a  scrutiny  of  votes  should  take  place ;  and  all  the  seats 
in  England  being  filled  up,  lie  had  no  other  resource,  but  to 
endeavour  to  be  returned  for  the  remote  district  of  boronj^lis 
iu  the  nortli  <^  Scotland,  the  election  for  whicli,  on  that  oc- 
casion, tiM>k  pkce  at  Kirkwall,  in  the  Orkneys.  I  happened  to 
he  liis  opponent :  and  if  I  could  have  proved  that  Mr  Vox  was 
ineligible,  (whicii  ^eet&ed  to  be  unquestionable),  I  was  neces- 
sarily entitled  to  the  seat.  1  considered  die  scratiny  to  be  ra- 
ther a  vindictive  measure,  to  keep  Mr  Fox  out  of  Parlianient, 
and  declined  bringing  mypetition  forward  until  thescrutlny  was 
at  an  end.  This  was  considered  by  Mr  Fox's  friends,  at  the 
time,  as  very  handsome  conduct  on  my  part ;  but  to  my  utter 
asUmishment,  when  thescrutiuy  wasover,  and  Mr  Fox  was  seat- 
ed for  Westminster,  tlieir  languE^  and  conduct  completely  al- 
tered. All  Mr  Fox's  friends  in  the  House  atCeudevi  the  ballot, 
that  a  commitXee  might  be  procured  as  favourable  as  possible  to 


•  It  U  hwdlf  (o  be  rredilcd  the  cierdoiu  that  wcro  m>dtlOHCurc  MrFoi's 
eletlion  Cat  WeslmiDiter,  and  the  popular  spirit  that  wu  mised  fat  hii  support. 
A  friend  of  mine,  Lord  Griiiutone,  nho  being  then  only  an  IrisJi  Peer,  waa  en- 
litlrd  to  vote,  veDt  Id  hia  carriage  to  the  huitjngi  to  toie  for  Sir  Cedl  Wray. 
Wban  he  ivtuniad  to  fan  nrrioci^  hit  ooichniaii  Mid  to  him,  *■  I  hope  that  your 
Lordship  will  now  allow  me  lo  poll."  Certainlj,  (said  Lord  Grimslone),  nod 
for  whom  arc  jvu  lo  Tote  ?  "  Why,  for  Mr  Foi  10  he  sure,  mj  Lord."  To 
wbicli  Lon)  Grimslone  lery  goodaalutedly  replied,  "  I  wish,  John,  rfiat  you 
r,  and  we  migbl  tbte  have  paired  off." 
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bb  views.     Mr  Erskitie,  the  celebrated  counsel,  undertook,  £ 
the  last  time,  to  plead  before  an  election  committee,  and  did  n 
bH  to  represent  my  conduct  in  the  most  invidioas  terms, 
short,  every  exertion  was  made  to  carry  the  point,  as  if  1 
safety  of  the  empire  depended  upon  Mr  Fox's  success  in  thtl^ 
contest.     I  had  then  tlie  satisfaction  of  employing,  for  the  first 
time  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  cele- 
brated Sir  William  Grant :  and  such  ability  was  displayed  by  . 
him  upon  that  occasion,  that  it  was  generally  admitted,  if  I 
had  been  Ike  sole,  counsel,  that  I  must  have  carried  the  cause.  < 

In  March  180-2,  I  sent  some  papers  to  Mr  Fox  on  the 
ject  of  the  waste  lands,  for  which  ]  received,  written  with  t 
own  hand,  the  following  acknowled^ent : 


Sm, 

1  received  by  last  night's  coach  your  packet,  containin 
three  printed  pieces,  and  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  t 
write  me  on  the  6ch  in.stant.  1  have  not  yet  had  time  evei 
to  look  at  the  papers,  but  would  not  delay  returning  you  mjl 
thanks  for  your  communication,  and  assuring  you  that  I  a 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  Fox. 

S(  Anne's  Hill,  Thuradnj.  a5tb  March. 


This  is  a  very  convenient  system  for  a  statesman  to  ad< 
merely  acknowled^ng  the  receipt  of  papers,  promising  to  ri 
them,  and  avoiding  giving  any  opinion  of  tlieir  contents. 

I  have  heard  it  affirmed,  that  when  Mr  Fox  was  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Foreign  Department,  and  carried  on  a  corre- 
tporuience  with  Tullei/raiul  foT  the  restoration  of  peace,  that  he 
wrote  not  only  all  the  most  important  tetters  regarding 
negociation,  but  duplicates  of  them,  with  bis  oien  liand,  del 
mined  that  no  one  in  this  country  but  himself  should  know 
what  was  going  forward.  This  was  carrying  diplomatic  se- 
crecy to  a  very  extraordinary  extreme.  By  so  much  perscmal 
labour,  to  which  he  had  not  been  accustomed,  and  the  vexa~' 
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tion  ntiaing  from  the  violent  attacks  of  his  political  opponents, 
his  di^olution  was  ^eatly  hastened :  and  he  found  that  the 
poeseitsioii  of  political  power,  wits  not  the  means  of  securing, 
either  peace  of  mind,  or  health  of  body. 

The  late  John  ConrteTiay,  Esq,  M.  P.  drew  up  a  contrast,  in 
respect  of  their  oratorical  powers,  between  the  two  great  poli- 
tical rivals,  Pitt  and  Fox,  His  partiality  for  the  latter  is  well 
known.  The  candid  reader,  therefore,  will  make  allowances 
for  the  prejudices  of  a  party  mau,  who  was  anxious  to  place, 
in  the  most  favourable  point  of  view,  the  talent.^  of  his  friend, 
and  was  consequently  not  inclined  to  be  too  liberal  of  praise  to 
liLi  opponent. 

0«  (Ae  Orator;,  of  Mr  PiU, 

Mr  Vim  excited  ^at  adminitioa  fay  faia  firai  tpeecb.  He  Memed  id 
riM  a  fioishnl  and  accompiiahcd  oracor  at  once.  An  elegant  selection 
and  collocation  of  words,  (eemingly  anpreowditated,  periods  flowing 
and  liamionioas,  pleased  the  ear,  and  captivated  the  attention  of  the 
Houee.  He  paost^sed  a  redundant  copioamesH,  and  nerer  panted  or 
hesitated  a  moment.  The  penpicuiiy  of  his  diction  seemed  tu  express 
his  ideas  clearly  and  intelligibly  ;  but  often,  on  an  instant's  reflection, 
no  prcciw:  meaning  could  be  collected  from  immeaaurable  seateocea, 
Buperflaou*  epithets,  pompona  repetitions,  and  impoaiog  phraseology, 
enveloped  in  all  the  obscnrily  <tf  parenthetical  ambiguities.  This  was 
his  peculiar  rhetorical  deceptions  art ;  for  when  it  was  expedient,  md 
Baited  bis  purpose,  he  stated  the  most  complicated  points  of  basinass, 
commerce,  and  finance,  with  clearness  and  accuracy,  and  explained  bis 
sentiments  ivilh  a  ^racefnl  ease,  and  bappy  facility. 

In  debate  be  could  meet  his  opponent's  arguments  with  subtlety 
and  refinement,  and  misrepresent  the  obvious  tendency  of  his  state- 
ments, with  such  consummate  skill,  affected  candour,  and  artful  dex> 
terity,  by  blending  tmtb  nitb  falsehood,  as  to  persuade  a  prejudiced 
audience,  (who  were  willing  to  be  deceived),  to  support  every  minis- 
terial measure;  and  be  famished  tliem  with  specious  snd  planaibte 
reasons  for  doing  so, 

Mr  Pitt's  talenta  were  versatile,  refined,  and  polished :  he  never 
reached  that  energetic,  commanding,  and  imprenive  etoqnence,  which 
convinces  the  understandiag,  and  wins  the  hean.  The  same  glitter- 
u%  verbosity,  the  Moe  monotonooa  cadence,  the  same  inmid  pomp  of 
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lao^a^,  the  same  unvaTied  arrangement  of  phraae,  were  equally  anO 

ostentatiously  exhibited  on  the  moat  trivia),  as  well  as  the  iraporuiit 

His  haranguea  aever  displayed  a  great  or  compreliensive  kuonledge 
of  the  state  of  Europe,  as  connected  with  the  true  interest  of  Lis  conn- 
try  ;  and  never  gave,  the  slightest  sketch  nf  a  wise,  enlarged,  political 
nyBtem,  calcnialed  to  repress  inordinate  nmbition.  preserro  the  balance 
of  power,  and  maintain  the  iniLependence  of  ataKs.  Hence  bin  flatter- 
ing imposing  prognostics  on  the  event  of  the  French  Uevolution  have 
been   fulfilled,   by  ihc  subjugation  of  Europe,  and  the   elevation  ij 

No  Minister  ever  «aw  with  n  quicker  eye  the  advantages  that  n 
be  derived  from  catching  at  the  momentary  prejudices  of  the  p 
or  inflamed  them  with  more  skill  and  mischievous  deicterity : 

"  IrriuL,  mulcet,  falsia  ti-rroribiis  implet  ?" 

Superficial,  though  plausible,  he  dressed  up  the  spectre   of  Jaco- 
binism in  such  frightful  colours,  that  he  completely  effected  his  pur- 
pose, by  deceiving  and  terrifying  the  British  nation.     Credulity,  and 
confidence  in  the  Minister  of  the  Crown,  became  the  test  of  loyi 
The  idle  and  Meditious  talk  of  a  few  contemptible  infatuated  c 
goguBR  was  magnified  into  a  Catilinarian  conspiracy;  and  the  snap 
sion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  the  glorious  and  inestimable 
tion  of  personal  liberty,  was  received  with  exultation  by  a  majority  uf 
the  nation. 

Mr  Pitt  singularly  excelled  in  adorning  and  embellishing  common- 
place ideas,  by  the  alluring  graces  of  a  pleasing  and  splendid  elocu- 
tion ;  but  the  ether  of  bis  oratory  evaporated  in  an  instant,  and  the 
greatest  of  his  admirers  cannot  extract  many  sentences  from  the  bulky 
volumes  which  he  spoke,  distinguished  by  originality  of  thought,  ot 
elevation  of  sentiment ;  nor  can  they  easily  point  out  one  solitary  pe- 
riod, illumined  by  fancy,  or  marked  by  a  trait  of  true  and  genuine  wit. 

His  jests  were  low  and  puerile;  he  excelled,  however,  in  low  and 
personal  sarcasm,  neither  enlivened  by  pleasantry,  nor  brightened  by 
imagination. 

On  die  Orafory  of  Mr  Fox. 
Mr  Fox  began  to  take  the  lead  in  the  House  of  Commona  aoon  af- 
ter the  commencement  of  the  American  war.  His  elocution  tna 
striking  and  peculiar  ;  rapid,  copious,  and  impressive.  The  l(^ic  at 
iheloric  was  never  displayed  with  such  energy,  simplicity,  and  proci- 
sion.  Conscious  nf  his  own  superior  powers,  he  scorned  the  litlb 
iiriK  of  debate,  and  stated  the  arguments  on  both  sides  of  the  < 
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concisely  and  perapicaotisly ;  luii)  often  etrengthened  hia  opponeotH 
logic,  as  if  he  had  proudly  lent  it  force  and  etSnicy,  befure  lie  conite- 

Tlie  vigour  of  iiis  mind  was  progTfssively  diapleyed,  anil  he  always 
rose  in  proportion  to  the  abilities  of  lii-  antagonisi.  He  could  only 
be  silenced  by  the  bubbling  of  folly. 

The  most  profound  and  just  opinions  on  guTernment.  freedom,  and 
tfae  rights  of  the  people  ;  the  most  iiheral  Nentiments  on  religion,  tole- 
ration, and  ethics,  fell  from  his  lips,  in  the  pure  strain  of  truth,  sim- 
plicity and  candoar, — for  he  spoke  from  his  heart. 

Hii  Bpeerhes  evinced  the  mind  of  a  ^enl  and  comprehensive  atates- 
man.  He  foreaatv  the  event  uf  a  n»h  nnd  calamitous  war,  with  pre- 
wient  sagacity  :  his  intellectual  predictions  are  verified :  and  the  pre- 
sent atate  of  Europe  is  at  once  a  proof  and  euloginm  of  his  uanTalled 

Mr  Fox  might  justly  be  entitled  llie  orator  of  reason.  His 
wit  was  singular,  and  sometimeo  lent  a  splendour  and  pleasing  relief 
to  his  style ;  it  was  happily  blended  with  the  acuteness  of  his  under- 
standing, and  set  ofT  hia  argument,  without  deviatini^  from  the  point  m 
debate,  or  diverting  the  alteniinn  of  the  Hous°. 

His  intellectual  resources  were  inexhaustible  :  his  knowledge  ra- 
rious  and  extenNive ;  his  discnssions  on  the  law  and  constitution  al- 
ways just  and  diHTtminative,  though  not  obvious.  The  Attorney-Ge- 
neral of  t)ie  day,  and  lawyirs  of  the  first  rank  and  eminence,  shrunk 
from  his  grasp,  and  unwillin^'ly  confessed  his  superiority,  by  the  moat 
unequivocal  and  unprofessional  test, — shame  anil  silence. 

He  frequently  excited  a  laugh  by  detecting  sophistry,  and  stripping 
a  fallaciuns  proposition  of  ila  verlnaffe  ;  and  by  exhibiting  it  naked 
and  unadorned,  reudered  it  at  once  intelligible  and  contemptibl)^,  lo 
tbe  meanest  capacity. 

Luminous  common  senne  was  bis  characlerislic  Every  man  who 
heard  bim  adopted  hia  sentiments,  which  were  so  true  and  uatural, 
that  they  appeared  the  suggestions  of  }iiB  own  mind,  and  carried  con- 
viction to  every  underatanding. 

He  never  ambitiously  searched  for  epithets  and  phrases  to  vaniish 
and  embellish  his  periods.  He  always  spoke  in  the  true  and  genuine 
idiom  of  the  English  langu^e.  The  commonest  words  assumed  an 
impressive  dignity  from  bis  ideas,  and  bore  ibe  stamp  of  his  genius. 

Mr  Fox  was  sometimes  too  prolix.  He  did  not  study  the  art  of 
compressing,  so  little  understood  or  practistd  by  modern  orators.  A 
speech  of  three  hours,  even  from  men  of  transcendent  parts,  must  bo 
loaded  with  repetitions,  and  exhaust  the  patience  of  the  House.  Mr 
Rurke's  and  Mr  ['itt's  harangues  were  also  loo  diffuse  and  tedious. 
g2 
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Very  inferior  speakers  caught  the  infection,  and  empty  loquacity  and 
yawning  prolixity  became  the  epidemic  malady  of  the  Hoase  of  Com- 
tnons. 

The  above  contrast,  though  drawn  up  with  much   abUi 
evidently  betrays  a  considerable  degree  of  prejudice   against 
the  former,  and  much  partiality  in  favour  of  the  latter,  of  tbese 
distinguished  statesmen. 


THE  LORD  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 
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Of  all  tlie  Ministers  who  shared  in  the  government  of  Us 
country  during  the  last  fifty  years,  there  is  none  to  whom  the 
nation  is  more  indebted  for  the  important  services  he  perform- 
ed, than  to  Henry  Dundas. 

I  never  met  witli  any  individual  who  could  go  through  more 
business  in  a  sliorter  time,  or  on  whose  judgment  more  con- 
fidence might  be  placed  in  any  critical  emergency.  He  Iiad 
also  a  stretch  of  thought,  which  enabled  him  to  adopt  mea- 
sures, the  completion  of  which  could  not  be  looked  for,  un- 
til a  considerable  period  had  elapsed  *.  But  his  great  pre- 
eminence over  other  statesmen  was  this,  that  he  not  only  pn>> 
posed  useful  measures  himself,  but  he  took  a  pleasure  in 
porting  those  brought  forward  %  others,  if  he  thought  thi 
entitled  to  attention.  Of  this  I  had  the  strongest  reasons  to 
be  convinced.  Indeed,  all  the  various  plans  brought  forward 
by  me  from  time  to  time,  with  a  view  of  promoting  the  hap- 
piness and  improvement  of  the  country,  ever  found,  in  L«id 
Melville,  a  warm  friend,  and  a  zealous  supporter. 

It  was  by  his  means  that  I  was  enabled  to  complete  that 
great  undertaking,  "  The  Statistical  Account  of  Scotlandj"  to 
which  nearly  a  thousand  intelligent  clergymen  contributed. 

*  OftU  unce  tholl  artcrHDnls  be  eiven. 
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It  was  by  his  means  that  Mr  Pitt  was  induced  to  adopt  the 
plan,  suggested  by  me  in  1793,  for  the  iBsuliig  of  Exchequer 
Bills,  by  which  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  interests 
were  saved  from  destruction. 

It  was  by  his  influence  also,  (as  appears  from  the  following 
letter),  that  Mr  Pitt  was  prevailed  upon  to  support  a  plan  for 
establishing  a.  Board  of  Agriculture,  which  excited  a  spirit  for 
improvement,  and  laid  a  basts  of  national  prosperity,  which 
no  other  nation  had  ever  before  experienced. 

Letter  from  the  Right  HimimrabU  Henry  Dundtu  to  Sir  Juhn 
Sinclair. 

WimbtedoD,  Oth  April  I793. 

Dear  Sib, 
1  have  considered  your  agricultural  plan,  and  shall  talk  it 
over  again  with  Mr  Pitt,  whom  I  expect  to  see  here  in  the 
course  of  this  day  or  evening.  I  am  not  in  general  very  fond 
of  projects  at  the  public  expense,  and  do  not  see  a  very  good 
reason  why  the  experiment  might  not  be  made  by  private 
■ubscription  for  the  first  live  years.  The  sum  is  small,  and, 
I  should  suppose,  could  be  easily  raised ;  and  if  the  experi- 
ment answers,  the  public  then  might  with  propriety  be  ap- 
plied to  for  the  perpetuating  it.  At  tlie  same  time,  I  am  free 
to  say,  tluit  I  think,  in  some  way,  the  experiment  ought  to  be 
made,  and  I  really  think  that  it  would  produce  salutary  effects. 
1  am,  &c. 

In  another  letter  from  Lord  Melville,  1  And  the  following 
paragraph  :  "  I  thank  you  for  both  your  letters,  the  last  of 
which  I  received  tliis  morning  at  this  place,  (Wimbledon), 
where  I  have  got  myself  very  pleasantly  situated.  /  i/iall  pat/ 
attnUiim  to  aU  the  particulars  you  tiave  tuyyested  '." 

*  How  diflercnt  this  receplion  rrom  Ihe  cold  and  diici>uraging  manner  in 
which  minislen  in  genenl  receire  llie  9ugg«>lian>  of  IhoK  who  aend  ihem  pUn, 
€ir  puhlic  improTemeot.  Thiy  ire  too  api  to  coiwder  nid  coTreapoadcnl*  u 
eltrenielf  troublttame,  and  not  entitled  to  much  attention  or  diilily,  however 
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But  perhaps  the  strongest  instance  that  can  be  adduced  of 
the  great  advantage  to  be  derived  from  giving  public  encourage- 
ment to  local  improvements,  is  tlie  following. 

By  the  restoration  of  the  forfeited  estates  in  Scotland  to  the 
descendants  of  the  original  proprietors,  the  debts  which  had 
affected  those  estates,  and  which  had  been  paid  by  the  public^ 
were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Parliament.  I  drew  up  a  me* 
morial,  strongly  recommending  the  application  of  that  fund  to 
the  improvement  of  the  northern  districts  of  Scotland^  an  ob- 
ject to  which  the  rents  of  those  forfeited  estates  had  been  pre- 
viously restricted.  When  Lord  Melville  gave  up  the  manage- 
ment of  Scotch  affairs,  this  memorial  was  left  to  his  successor, 
(the  Right  Honourable  William  Duiidas),  with  a  recommen- 
dation, that  the  plan  proposed  in  that  memorial  should  be 
adopted.  Mr  Dundas,  with  great  earnestness,  took  it  up,  and 
had  the  satis&ction  of  carrying  it  successfully  through  Parlia^ 
ment  A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Commons,  to  coih 
sider  the  subject.  Very  able  commissioners  were  appointed 
to  manage  the  fund,  and  it  produced  such  a  spirit  of  improve- 
ment, as  liardly  ever  was  equalled  in  any  country.  Roads 
were  made, — bridges  erected, — ^and  luu'bours  constructed, 
where,  without  such  public  encouragement,  no  such  underta- 
kings would  have  been  thought  of.  Its  success  was  greatly 
owing  to  a  rule  I  had  fortunately  devised,  and  prevailed  cm 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  adopt,  that  no  sum  should  be 
applied  to  any  improvement,  but  in  cases  where  one  half  of 
the  total  sum  applicable  to  it  was  advanced,  either  by  the  dis- 
trict, or  by  the  proprietors  whose  estates  were  to  be  imme- 
diately benefited. 

It  affords  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  have  an  opportimU 
ty  of  doing  justice  to  the  memory  of  a  Minister,  by  whose 
means  I  was  enabled  to  confer  such  important  benefits  on  my 
country.  Little  do  those  placemen,  who  are  unexpectedly 
raised  to  power,  consider,  what  benefits  they  might  confer  od 
their  country,  and  what  credit  they  might  obtain  for  them- 
.si4vos,  if  thoy  would  only  support  plans  of  public  improve- 
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meiit  mififtsted  by  athm,  which  tliey  could  not  themselves  un- 
dertake to  pxecut*.  But  with  such  men,  n  selfish  spirit  too 
often  predominates,  and  tliey  are  unwilling  that  others  should 
derive  fame  from  the  adoption  of  measures,  which,  however 
desirable,  they  want  either  time  or  talents  to  carry  through  by 
their  own  exertions. 

The  public  services  of  this  distinguished  statesman  1  shall 
endeavour  briefly  to  enumerate. 

Lord  Melville  began  hL;  political  labours  by  inquiries  into 
the  aiTairs  of  the  East  India  Company,  to  whom  he  performed 
the  most  important  services.  In  17ei4,  he  prevented  the  ex- 
tinctioii  of  the  Company  as  an  independent  corporation.  !u 
the  space  of  eighteen  years,  he  raised  the  value  of  the  stock 
from  116J  to  •214,  or  93^  of  additional  price /tct- £.100  stock  ; 
'and  by  his  means  some  of  the  ablest  and  most  distinguish- 
ed characters  in  the  kingdom  were  sent  to  India,  under  whose 
auspices  the  territorial  possessions  of  the  Company  became  an 
immense  empire,  producing  a  great  revenue,  and  containing 
above  sLxty  millions  of  inhabitants.  He  also  brought  the  aflairs 
of  the  Company  into  so  high  a  degree  of  order,  tliat  he  was  en- 
abled, for  the  first  time,  to  lay  before  Parliament,  "  An  In- 
dian Budget."  He  was  afterwards  appointed  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  War  Department ;  and  by  his  means  a  martial 
spirit  was  spread  over  the  whole  country,  and  a  military  force 
accumulated,  which  secured  the  nation  from  any  risk  of  be- 
ing conquered,  should  an  invasion  be  attempted.  His  ta- 
lents were  ne.xt  directed,  first  as  Treasurer  of  the  Navy, 
and  afterwards  as  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  to  the  improve- 
ment of  oiu-  naval  resources;  and  impartial  obsen-ers  have 
justly  considered  him  as  the  best  friend  the  navy  ever  had. 
If  Lord  Melville,  however,  had  done  nothing  else  but  })lan- 
ned  and  executed  the  expedition  to  Egypt,  his  tame  would 
Iiave  been  established  as  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  to  his 
country.  Who  can  think  of  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  or  the  vic- 
tory of  .Alexandria,  without  gratitude  to  that  jjrcat  Minister, 
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by  wkoni  thoHc  achJeremt^iiU  were  planned,  and  witiiout  wbose 
exertjeos  and  genius  tbey  could  uever  have  be«ii  successAiUy 
executed  ?  These  magnifieent  events  first  roused  the  diWereat 
nations  of  Eurcipe  secretly  to  indulg'e  the  h<^e  of  emancipsUioQ 
from  the  yoke  of  Frdnce.  They  proved  tiie  immense  resource* 
of  the  British  empire, — tlic  talents  of  tliose  who  governed  the 
country, — tlie  valour  of  its  sailors  and  soldiers, — and  the  su- 
perior skill  and  ability  of  those  by  whom  they  were  com- 
manded. 

Lord  MelvUIe,  vben  he  first  became  a  Biember  f^  tbe  Hohm 
of  CommonB,  eever  thought  of  entering  into  the  field  of  poli- 
tics ;  he  was  considered  merely  as  an  able  Scots  lawyer,  it 
appears,  indeed,  from  the  subjoined  letter,  tliat  the  ^liiusters 
at  the  time  had  no  idea  of  availing  themselves  of  the  great 
talents  he  possessed,  as  an  orator  and  champion  in  the  House. 


Uity 
ient  8^^ 


Letter  fivm  the  Lord  Advocate  Dandas  to  Sir  .Jelui  Sinrjair^ 
Edinburgh,  SOlh  November  ITHf,* 
Seas  Sib, 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  J  ith.    It  is  only  your  partiality 
which  overvalues  the  importance  of  my  presence  in  Pai 
iment,  for  no  peraoD  whatever  has  made  any  request  t9  ^ 
attend. 

Indeed,  it  would  be  most  disagreeable  and  inconvenient  fl 
me  to  come  before  Christmas ;  but  I  am  so  little  accustomed 
to  put  my  own  convenience  in  competition  with  the  wishes, 
or  the  interest  of  my  friends,  that  I  volunteered  in  offering  to 
come,  if  there  was  any  anxiety  about  it;  but  there  is  none,  for 
I  have  never  received  any  answer  to  my  letter. 

As  to  the  small  stills,  it  is  simply  impossible  tliat  any  move- 
ment can  be  made  in  it,  at  least  before  the  holidays.  Hitherto 
I  have  found  all  my  attempts  to  get  at  the  truth  very  unsuc- 
cflBsful.  I  send  you  inclosed  some  obser\'ations  made  upon 
your  calculations,  the  author  of  which  is  very  positive  as  1« 
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the  truth  of  the  data  upon  which  he  proceeds.     I  am,  witli 
great  regard,  Dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

Henry  Dundas. 
John  Sinclair,  Esq. 

But  he  whose  presence  in  Parliament  was  not  requested 
by  the  Minister,  and  for  whose  attendance  no  anxiety  was  felt 
by  any  one,  soon  afterwards  burst  forth  a  great  political  me- 
teor, and  became  the  chief  prop  of  the  party  whose  interests 
he  had  espoused. 

I  have  often  heard  him,  however,  lament  his  having  aban- 
doned his  original  profession  as  a  Scotch  lawyer.  <^  Had  I  re- 
mained, (he  said),  at  the  Scotch  bar,  I  must  soon  have  reach- 
ed one  of  the  highest  judicial  offices  in  Scotland,  and  might 
have  spent  a  life  of  comfort  and  independence.  In  the  impor- 
tant capacity  of  a  Judge,  I  might  have  been  of  use  to  my 
native  country ;  whereas,  by  entering  on  the  career  of  politics, 
I  have  been  exposed  to  much  obloquy,  and  have  latterly  ex- 
perienced the  basest  ingratitude." 

My  private  intercourse  with  Lord  Melville  led  to  some 
events  which  it  may  be  proper  here  to  detail. 

In  December  1796 1  happened  to  meet  with  the  noble  Lord 
at  St  James's,  when  he  said  to  me,  *^  It  is  a  long  time,  (Sir 
John),  since  you  have  been  at  Wimbledon.  Name  any  time 
when  you  can  spend  a  day  with  us,  and  we  shall  be  most 
happy  to  see  you."  By  accident  I  fixed  upon  the  last  day  of 
that  year.  Upon  reaching  Wimbledon  to  dinner,  I  found  Mr 
Pitt  there.  Lady  Melville,  and  the  beautiful  Miss  Duncan, 
(afterwards  Lady  Dalrymple  Hamilton),  were  the  only  ladies 
present  We  spent  the  evening  principally  in  conversation, 
but  also  played  a  short  time  at  cards ;  and  about  eleven  we 
went  to  bed.  As  soon  as  I  got  up  next  morning,  I  proceed- 
ed to  Mr  Dundas's  library,  where  I  found  him  reading  a  long 
paper  on  the  importance  of  conquering  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  to  add  to  the  security  of  our  Indian  possessions.  I  said 
to  him,  on  entering,  <^  I  come,  Mr  Dundas,  to  wish  you  a 

VOL.  I.  f 
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good  new  year,  and  many  happy  returns  of  it''  His  answer 
I  shall  never  forget ;  <^  I  hope  that  this  year  will  be  happier 
than  the  last,  for  I  scarcely  recollect  having  spent  one  happy 
day  in  the  whole  of  it."  On  this  remark  the  following  reflec- 
tions naturally  occurred :  ^^  Here  I  am  living  in  the  same 
house,  with  the  two  men  the  most  looked  up  to,  and  the  most 
envied  of  any  in  this  country.  I  have  just  heard  the  decla- 
ration of  the  one,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  feelings  of  the 
other  are  not  materially  different.  Can  any  thing  more  strongs 
ly  prove  the  miseries  attending  political  pursuits  T* 

After  breakfast  Mr  Pitt  asked  me  to  return  to  London  in 
his  carriage,  when  he  immediately  commenced  a  politicsal  con* 
versation.  He  said,  that  the  finances  of  the  country  were  get* 
ting  into  a  state  of  great  disorder,  from  the  enormous  expenses 
of  the  war ;  and  he  was  apprehensive  that  it  would  be  extreme- 
ly difficult  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies  for  carryingr  it  qd 
much  longer.  He  then  added,  *^  As  you  have  attended  so 
much  to  those  subjects,  and  have  written  the  history  of  our 
finances,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion  as  to  the  mesr 
sures  that  ought  to  be  pursued  at  such  a  crisis."  I  suggested 
the  idea  of  a  Loyalty  Loan,  and  that  every  individual  should 
be  called  upon,  in  proportion  to  his  income,  to  lend  a  sum  of 
money  to  Government,  at  a  fair  interest,  according  to  the  rate 
at  the  time.  He  entered  at  once  into  the  idea.  It  was  sub- 
sequently carried  into  effect,  and  ultimately  produced  those 
taxes  on  income  and  property,  which  enabled  us  to  carry  mi 
the  war,  and  to  bring  it  to  so  happy  a  conclusion. 

Many  of  the  holders  of  the  loyalty  loan  however,  did  not 
wish  to  sustain  any  loss  from  their  public  zeal,  and,  the  loan 
having  come  to  a  discount,  they  prevailed  upon  the  Minister, 
to  propose  to  Parliament,  that  a  long  annuity  of  Ts.  6d.  per 
cent,  should  be  given  to  the  subscribers.  After  a  division  in 
favour  of  that  measure,  I  fortunately  opposed  it  in  the  next 
stage  of  the  bill,  and  being  successful  in  that  opposition,  it 
proved  the  means  of  saving  half  a  million  sterling  to  the 
tion. 
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When  it  was  resolved  lo  deprive  Lord  Thurlow  of  the 
•Seals,  none  of  the  Ministers  seemed  willing  to  bf  the  person 
to  demand  theni,  (which  it  was  desirable  should  be  done  per- 
sonally), from  the  ungracious  reception  which  it  ws-s  supposed 
he  would  meet  witli.  At  last  Lord  Melville  was  prcviule<!  up- 
on to  undertake  the  task.  He  adopted  tlie  following  pbn  for 
that  pur|)os«>.  The  evening  before,  he  sent  a  note  to  the  Chan- 
cellor, informing  him,  that  he  proposed  having  the  honour  of 
breakiaitting  n-ith  his  Lordship  next  day,  and  tliat  he  had 
tome  veri/  /mrticular  busiiifss  to  settle  tciVA  him.  On  his  coming 
next  morning,  Lord  Thurlow  said  to  liim,  "  I  know  the  busi- 
ness on  wMch  you  have  come.  You  shall  have  the  bag  and 
seals.  TJiere  they  are,"  (pointing  to  a  table  on  which  he  had 
placed  them) ;  '*  and  tJiere  is  your  breakfest ;"  of  which  they 
)iartook  very  sociably  togetlier.  Lord  Melville  said,  tliat  he 
never  saw  I^rd  Thurlow  in  l)etter  humour,  and  they  parted 
appiireiilly  very  good  friends. 

I  shall  now  briefly  detail  a  circumstance  very  little  knou-n, 
with  which  I  became  acquainted,  by  mere  accident,  but  which 
I  am  happy  to  relate,  as  it  jilaces,  in  the  strongest  point  of 
view,  the  distinguished  talents  which  Lord  Melville  possessed 
as  a  war  minister.  It  ^lill  also  illustrate  a  point  in  his  cha- 
racter, to  which  I  have  already  alluded, — his  facility  ui  plan- 
ning measures  to  be  execute<l  at  a  great  distance,  and  in  lay- 
ing a  foundation  for  events  capiible  of  producing,  at  a  con- 
siderable period  after,  the  most  important  consequences. 

Hugh  Cleghorn,  Esq.  *  ha])pened,  during  a  residence  at 
Neufchatel,  to  contract  a  friendship  with  the  late  Comte  de 
Meuron,  the  Colonel  Projtrietor  of  the  Swiss  Regiment  of 
that  name ;  and  fortunately  discovered,  that  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  prevail  upon  him,  to  cliangc  the  Dutch  service  for  tlie 
British,  by  which  means,  we  should  be  enabled  to  acquire 


*  He  U  slill  aliie,  uid  raida  on  his  citale,  netr  8l  Aodrewi  in  I^fc  1 
ptvticulaiB  of  ihis  tniparturt  tmnuction  were  communicilcd  lo  tnc  by  bim  i 
by  Williun  S(<pei  Di'mp«tvt,  Em|.,  h-Iio  ^dtc  nisUriiil  aid  m  Itic  plan  on 
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Ceyloii,  and  thus  increase  the  security  of  our  Indian  eta- 
pire.  This  plan  being  detailed  in  a  memorial  to  Liord  Mel- 
ville, tJien  War  Minister,  and  President  of  the  Bcianl  of 
Controul,  his  discerning  and  decisive  mind  instantly  seiaed 
the  idea-  The  measures  recommended  by  Mr  Clegfaom 
were  approved  of,  and  he  was  immediately  dispatched  to 
Switzerland,  with  authority  to  act  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  tni^ht  require.  In  less  than  a  month  from  Mt 
Cieghorn's  departure  from  London,  a  capitulation  for  the 
fer  of  his  regiment  was  settled  between  the  Count  de 
ron  and  liim,  and  the  former  proceeded  to  India,  which,  after 
surmounting  many  difficulties,  he  at  last  reached.  The  in- 
stant he  arrived  tit  India,  the  Count  dispatched  his  aid-de- 
camp express  with  the  necessary  documents  to  Ceylon.  Co- 
lonel F.  De  Menrou,  (brother  of  the  Count),  who  command- 
dd  tiie  regiment,  was  permitted  hy  the  Governor  to  leave  Co- 
lumbo.  That  coqjs  joined  our  army  on  the  coast ;  and  the 
island  itself,  deprived  of  its  principal  force,  surrendered  with- 
out a  blow.  The  same  corps  afterwards  formed  a  part  of  tie 
gallant  army,  to  which  Seringapatam,  (Tippoo  S^b's  capital), 
surrendered.  It  was  owing  to  these  circumstances,  that  we 
were  en.ibled  to  annex  the  important  possession  of  Ceylon  to 
our  dominions  in  India,  and  to  avert  those  dangers,  to  n-hich 
our  eastern  empire  would  Imve  been  unavoidably  exposed,  had 
that  important  island  remained  in  the  possession  of  an  Ci 
pean  enemy  ". 


;uM^ 


*  It  mAerwardi  appeared,  (hat  tbc  celebrated  Mvqnis  de  Bouillf  had  ronnol 
B  pUn,  in  coojunctiati  tilh  (lie  Dutcli  guvernonent,  for  attsckjug  our  Indian 
empire yron  Cq/bn.  The  plan  o(  attack  was  founJ  amang  M.  Fngel's  papen. 
upon  the  taking  of  Amsterdam,  by  the  Dukn  of  Brunswick.  Spain  was  to  fur. 
ai>b  it*  quota,  and  all  the  native  po«er>  were  to  furnisb  Ibeirii.  Mal-nlimir. 
Governor  of  the  lEle  of  Prance,  managed  tbe  arrangements  and  correspondcfm 
with  ihe  native  powers.      Out  Indian  empire,  tlicrcfore,  wa»  indirectly  prescmd 

k,  if  not  from  conqueal,   by  the  Frencb  ReTolulic        "  ' 

th(  diaturbaocea  in  Franc*  prercDlcd  ibe  attempt. 


for  aathingli^^l 
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Lord  Melville  was  a  great  friend  tg  decision  in  business, 
and  it  was  with  him  a  favourite  m&um,  "  That  delay  leads 
to  procrastination, — procrastination  to  neglect, — and  neglect 
to  oblivion."  He  considered  it  extremely  desirable,  in  a  free 
constitution,  that  there  should  be  parties  steadily  opposed  to 
each  other,  that  the  measures  of  tliose  in  power  might  be  vi- 
gilantly scrutinized,  and  when  uiiable  to  stand  investigation, 
successfully  resisted.  Hence  he  occasionally  gave  as  a  toast, 
— *'  A  strong  administration,  and  a  firm  and  able  opposi- 
tion." The  celebrated  John  Wilkes  had  the  highest  opinion  of 
his  oratorical  powers.  He  thus  discriminated  to  me  the  ta- 
lents of  the  principal  speakers  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
"  For  has  most  logic,  Bwrht  most  &ncy,  Sheridan  most  real 
wit,  Pitt  excels  In  command  of  words,  and  ingenuity  of  ar- 
gument, but  Dundat,  with  all  the  disadvantage  of  being  a 
Scotsman,  is  our  greatest  orator.  There  is  (he  added)  much 
sound  sense,  and  no  rubbish  in  his  speeches."  At  first  he 
had  great  difficulty  to  obtain  a  patient  hearing,  owing  to  his 
Scotch  pronunciation  and  dialect.  But  these  defects  were 
soon  forgotten,  from  the  force  and  ability  with  which  his  sen- 
timents were  delivered.  As  it  was  late  In  life  before  he  got 
into  Parliament,  he  thought  it  better,  not  to  take  any  parti- 
cular pains  in  correcting  those  national  defects ;  and  the 
House  became  so  much  accustomed  to  them,  that  they  proved 
no  material  detriment  to  his  success  as  an  orator. 


THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  SPENCER  PERCEVAL. 


A  short  while  before  the  death  of  Mr  Pitt,  one  of  his  parti- 
cular frwnfla  said  to  kim,  "  Wluit  would  beooma  of  the  coun- 
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try,  if  we  lose  you  ?  Where  could  we  find  a  successor  ?*  Mr 
Pitt  answered,  in  one  word,  "  Perceval^ 

The  merits  of  this  youngs  lawyer,  for  at  that  time  he  had 
not  attended  much  to  polifics,  were  not  known  or  appreciated* 
But  when  he  became  a  statesman,  I  do  not  recollect  any  in- 
dividual,  who  made  so  rapid  an  improvement  in  the  new  line 
he  had  entered  into ;  and  he  proved,  (even  by  the  admissioa 
of  those  who  were  opposed  to  him),  that  his  parliamentary  ta^ 
lents  were  well  adapted  to  his  ministerial  rank  and  situatton. 
He  spoke  wdthout  the  disagreeable  cant  of  the  bar  ;  was  ne- 
ver tedious ;  was  peculiarly  distinct  in  matters  of  business,  and 
explained  his  financial  measures  with  clearness  and  ability. 
His  style,  when  in  opposition  to  Lord  Grenville's  administrar 
tion,  was  singularly  acute,  bold,  sarcastic,  and  personal ;  but 
after  he  became  a  minister,  he  adopted  a  tone  more  suitable 
to  his  official  character,  and  delivered  his  sentiments,  without 
tliat  passion  and  vehemence,  by  which  Ids  elocution  had  been 
formerly  distinguished.  He  found,  however,  that  a  minister, 
however  great  his  talents,  was  liable,  without  experience,  ta 
fell  into  great  errors.  His  agreeing  to  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  regarding  the  rate  of  excliange  with  foreign  coun- 
tries, which  was  the  means  of  introducing  the  bullion  ques-« 
tion,  was  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  mistakes  that  ever  a  mi-- 
nister  committed,  and  more  especially  his  permitting  Mr  Hor- 
ner to  name,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  members  of  the 
committee.  The  consequence  was,  that  when  the  conunittee 
was  preparing  its  report,  Mr  Perceval  was  outvoted  in  regard 
to  the  principles  which  the  committee  were  to  recommend ;  and 
the  bullion  report  was  presented  to  the  House  with  all  its  de- 
formities. 

In  fact,  we  had  just  then  completed  the  greatest  political 
discovery  of  modem  times,  "  Tlwt  nothing  coitld  so  greatly 
tribute  to  the  prosperity  of  a  nation^  as  to  be  independent  ai 
countries  for  its  medium  of  circulation.^^  Sir  James  Steuart^ 
in  his  inunortal  work  on  Political  Economy,  had  long  be-i 
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fore  inculcated  that  doctrine  ".  From  necessity  we  liad 
fortunately  adopted  it,  and  we  had  derived  ftom  it  the  most 
important  advantages.  The  bidliou  committee,  on  the  other 
liand,  hud  accumulated  in  their  report  the  ancient  dogmas 
of  the  old  school,  and  proposed  to  liave  our  currency  re- 
gulaled  by  the  narrow  notions  of  Dutch  and  Hamburgh 
mercliunts,  to  which  the  committee  unfortunately  gave  all 
the  sanction  of  parliamentary  authority.  Had  not  the  great- 
est exertions,  therefore,  been  made,  to  arrest  tlie  mischief, 
the  most  ruinous  consequences  might  have  been  anticipa- 
ted. It  is  demonstrated  to  t)ie  plainest  understanding,  that 
money,  whether  copper,  silver,  gold,  or  paper,  is  merely 
an  affair  of  convention ;  and  as  we  despise  those  nations  who 
have  not  advanced  from  the  gross  mvention  of  copper,  to  the 
higher  improvement  of  gold,  so  we  ought  to  pay  but  little  at- 
tention to  the  sentiments  of  those  who,  with  all  the  experience 
we  have  had,  both  in  prosperous  and  adverse  circumstances, 
of  the  beneficial  results  arising  from  a  circulation  in  paper, 
and  the  ruinous  consequences  of  a  standard  exclusively  of 
gold,  cannot  yet  elevate  their  minds  to  comprehend,  the  asto- 
nishing advance  that  is  made  in  political  improvement,  when 
paper,  properly  regulated,  supersedes  gold,  and  "  a  home  mi>- 
ney"  is  created,  by  which  we  are  rendered  independent  of 
other  nations  for  the  materials  of  circulation, — materials  which 
can  only  be  obtained  by  immense  sacrifices  of  real  wealtli. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  nothing  can  be  more  ground- 
less tlian  the  assertions  of  those  who  contend,  that  we  were 
bound  to  return  to  cash  payments,  within  six  months  after 
the  conclusion  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace ;  for  Parliament 
had  declared,  in  its  resolutions  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  May 
IBll,  No.  16,  "  That  though  it  was  highly  important  that 
the  restrictions  on  the  payment  in  cash  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land should  be  removed,  yet  that  such  removal  should  not 
take  place,  wnh7  tfw  political  and  cimtmerrial  relatmu  of  the 


•    See  book  i*.  p.  S.  cL.  7,  vol.  li.  p.  157.  4to  edition. 


112    II.  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  BRITISH  MINISTERS, 

eoutUfi/  shoujd  render  it  compatibk  with  tlie  public  intereO." 
Even  when  tlie  restriction  waa  to  be  removed,  the  restoration 
of  the  old  standard  of  value,  and  confining  it  exclusively  to 
gold,  was,  in  the  highest  degree,  inexpedient  and  injudicious. 

I  happened  to  come  to  London  about  tliat  time,  and 
much  alarmed  at  the  consequences  that  would  result  from  si 
a  production  as  the  bullion  report,  sanctioned  by  auch  aal 
rity,  and  resolved  to  write  an  answer  to  it.  But  h^fate  U 
publication,  1  thought  it  right  to  communicate  the  tract  to  tke 
Minister,  that  he  might  make  any  alteration  in  it  that  he  might 
judge  necessary.  He  returned  the  copy  with  the  fotlowll^ 
communication : 


was 


Letter  from  the  RUfhl  Homntraiile  Spejuxr  Perceval  to  ths  Rig 
Hniiourable  Sir  John  Sinclair. 

Ealing,  S«pt.  9.  ISIA  1 
My  Dear  Sm,  ^ 

I  have  lost  no  lime  in  running  over  your  pamphlet,  ■ 
I  thank  you  for  having  permitted  me  to  penise.  It  hoA  g^vi 
me  great  satififiiction.  I  have  not  time  to  pay  that  attentMl 
to  it  which  I  could  wish,  but  I  hare  noticed  in  reading  j 
some  circumstances,  which  I  submit  to  your  considen 
You  will  find  them  on  the  margin  of  the  pamphlrt.  I  a 
my  Dear  Sir,  yours  most  truly, 

Sp.  Percevai.  •. 


No  tract  could  be  better  received  by  the  public,  than  the 
one  above  alluded  to.  it  helped  materially  to  stem  the  tar* 
rent  of  delusion,  which,  if  it  had  not  been  arrested  in  its  pi«- 
gress,  would  have  curtailed  the  resources  of  the  country,  and 
disabled  us  from  carrying  on  the  war  with  France.  Europe 
would  then  have  been  completely  conquered,  and  England 
subjected  by  France.  A  number  of  mercliants  in  the  dty  of 
London,  who,  from  their  extensive  dealings,  were  enabled  t* 
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form  a  correct  judgment  upon  the  subject,  did  tlie  Author 
the  honour  of  transmitting'  to  him  their  acknowledgments  for 
the  service  he  had  performed  to  his  country  in  the  following 
flattering  terms : 

Copy  of  an  Application  frmn  geveral  MFrcfiantt  iVi  Ijondort,  for 
translatiuq  into  French,  Sir  John  Sinclair's  Aiwwer  to  the  Re- 
port of  the  Bullion  Committee. 

Mr  John  Atteraole  preseiitu  lib  compliments  to  Sir  John 
Sinclair :  and  at  the  request  of  8ir  Charles  Price,  and  several 
other  merchants,  begs  leave  to  offer  their  best  thanks  for  his 
"  Observations  on  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee," 
which  appears  to  them  mo«t  admirably  adapted  to  restore 
confidence,  and  allay  the  distrust  by  which  the  commercial 
world  has  so  severely  suffered  during  some  few  months.  Be- 
ing fully  convinced  that  the  prosperity  and  improvement  of 
national  and  individual  income,  can  only  be  secured  by  an 
abundance  of  circulating  medium,  and  that »  well-regulated 
pa^r  currency  is,  for  many  reasons,  to  be  preferred  to  that 
)rf  the  precious  metals ;  and  feeling  that  these  positions  are 
very  ably  stated  by  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Mr  Attersole  and  his 
friends  are  very  anxious  that  the  pamphlet  should  have  a 
most  extensive  circulation.  They  therefore  request  permission 
to  translate  it  into  French,  for  distribution  on  the  Continent, 
and  also  to  print  an  edition  to  be  sent  to  our  princi[>al  com- 
mercial cities,  and  to  America,  in  the  hope  of  counteracting 
the  intentions  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  enemies  of  our  com- 
mercial prosperity, 

Mr  John  Attersole  trusts  the  national  importance  of  the 
subject  may  plead  his  excuse  for  the  trouble  of  tliis  commu- 
nication ;  and  if  the  request  should  meet  the  approbation  of 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  Mr  A.  would  be  happy  to  be  allowed  a  few 
minutes  to  explain  some  other  particulars  of  the  plan. 

66.  Ponlud  Finer,  lit  Odobcr  ISIO. 


\\'hen  the  subject  came  to  be  discussed  in  the  House,  the 
ebate  continued  (or  three  days ;  and  as  I  wished  to  Iww  «!^ 
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that  could  be  said  in  favour  of  the  report,  I  postponed  stating 
my  sentiments  upon  it  till  near  the  conclusion  of  the  third  de- 
bate, and  then  delivered  a  speech,  which  u-as  most  &>'ourably 
received  by  the  House  *. 

Mr  Perceval  was  extremely  partiid  to  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, and  considered  it  a  most  useful  establisliment.  He 
raised  the  grant  for  one  year  from  L.3000  to  L.5000 ;  and 
when  tlie  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  objected  to  so  targe  an 
addition  as  L.2000,  the  Minister  said  to  him  sharply,  **  1  nish 
roost  sincerely  that  all  the  money  we  vote  were  spent  as  use- 
fully as  this  will  be."  Mr  Perceval  laid  it  down  as  a  mnxiin, 
(and  an  excellent  one  it  is),  "  That  where  any  object  of  great 
public  utility  is  in  question,  it  is  not  worth  a  moment's  con- 
sideration, whether  the  expense  is  L,  3000  per  annum,  at 
L.5000,  or  L.10,000,  provided  the  benefit  which  the  nation 
receives,  will  repay  the  outlay  that  may  be  incurred. 

In  1797  the  planters  and  mercliants  connected  witli  some 
of  our  West  India  colonies,  and  tlieir  correspondents  at  liome, 
were  reduced  to  the  greatest  distress,  and  knowing  the  con- 
nexion I  had  with  the  former  issue  of  Excliequer  bills,  applied 
to  me  for  aid  in  procuring  a  similar  loan.  I  interfered  in  their 
behalf  with  Mr  Perceval,  and  induced  liim  to  approve  of  their 
request.  He  informed  me,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  diffi- 
culty that  he  prevailed  on  Lord  Liverpool  to  concur  in  grant- 
ing the  proposed  relief,  which,  however,  produced  thi 
consequences,  and  the  loans  were  all  repaid. 

During  the  passing  of  the  regency  bill,  I  had  much  coi 
dential  communication  with  Mr  Perceval,  and  found  him 
solute  in  the  determination  he  had  formed,  to  insist  upon 

•  The  speecli.  Khicb  U  a  short  one,  tfaough  it  eaten  Ailly  into  tbe  kubJKt, 
ii  printed  in  ilie  Appendii.  No.  IV.  In  ■  communi cation  from  Mr  Vansiiiiut, 
now  Lord  Beiley,  he  bUDnglj  recammenili  hit  publication.  "  It  is  of  bo  mud) 
importance,  that  tbc  public  ihould  form  n  right  judgment  on  the  kubit>ci  of  tfag 
currency,  thsl  it  i>  tcrj  material  that  Ibtne  wholud  not  an  opportunjiy  of  attend- 
ing  the  ditcustion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  should  he  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
arguments  on  which  llie  House  decided,  by  a  correct  report,  nnd  tlul  tlic  M 
mvnls  of  thOH.'  who  look  n  leading  ])art  in  ilie  debates  should  be  pr«i«r*ed.** 


■ant- 


pr«MT>ed.**^H 
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strictions  on  tlie  powers  of  the  Ke^eiit.  From  tliis  resolu- 
tion no  consideration  would  induce  )iim  to  deviate.  I  thought 
him,  indeed,  unnecessarily  obstinate,  for  he  would  not  even 
agree  to  a  measure  I  had  suggested,  that,  after  a  considerable 
period  of  time,  tlie  Regent  should  be  authorised  to  make  a 
certain  number  of  Peers.  All  juirties  anticipated  that  tlie 
breach  between  tlie  future  Regent  and  the  Minister  was  irre- 
parable, and  the  Opposition  considered  themselves  sure  of  be- 
ing intrusted  with  the  goveniment  of  the  country.  But  when 
it  was  represented  to  the  Regent,  that  there  was  still  a  chance 
of  tlie  King's  recovery,  and  wliat  a  dreadful  scene  it  would  be, 
if  the  King  recovered,  to  find  hb  whole  Government  displaced, 
new  men  in  office,  and  new  measures  adopted,  a  sense  of  filial 
duty,  overcame  every  other  consideration ;  and  the  Ministers, 
contrary  to  all  their  expectations,  were  not  displaced. 

Notliing  could  have  been  more  fatal  to  the  prosperity  of  this 
country  than  the  death  of  so  able  a  Minister.  His  views  of 
financial  subjects  were  correct  and  practicable,  and  he  would 
not  have  given  encouragement  to  those  theoretical  nostrums 
which  have  subsequentiy  entiuled  so  much  misery  on  the  na- 
tion. He  was  a  Minister  who  might  he  truly  described  as  pos- 
sessing a  sound  head  and  an  upright  heart ;  and  wlien  he  was 
unfortunately  cut  ofT  by  the  hands  of  an  assassin,  he  was  with- 
in a  few  steps  of  reaching  the  highest  piteh  of  political  excel- 
lence. 


In  Lord  Casttereagh  the  agriculturists  had  a  cordial  friend; 
and  he  likewise  appears  to  liave  been  fully  satisfied,  that  a  paper 
currency,  was  better  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  Great 
Britain,  than  a  metallic  circulation.    Our  agreement  in  opinion 


r 
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with  respect  to  these  two  great  branches  of  politics,  gave  rise 
to  much  friendly  intercourse ;  and,  its  long  as  he  had  any  in- 
fluence in  the  counsels  of  the  nation,  I  hoped  to  see  that  system 
established,  which,  1  contended,  was  essential  to  the  internal 
prosperity  of  the  country.  These  hopes  were  extinguished  by 
his  untimely  death. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  though  a  very  able  man,  was  not  t 
cesafiil  war  minister.  The  management  of  a  war  requires 
energy,  secrecy,  and  decision  ;  whereas  it  evidently  appeared, 
by  the  production  of  the  papers  regarding  the  Scheldt  expedi- 
tion, that  he  carried  it  on  by  official  correspondence  with  the 
difFerent  departments,  a  system  both  more  tedious,  and  more 
liable  to  discovery.  In  place  of  such  complicated  machinery, 
when  an  expedition  is  resolved  on  by  the  Cabinet,  it  should  be 
committed  to  the  entire  direction  of  the  existing  war  minis- 
ter, who  should  issue  his  orders  to  the  difleront  departments, 
to  have  in  readiness  the  troops,  the  ships,  and  the  other  ardda 
wanted,  against  a  given  time,  for  the  due  execution  of  whick 
Olden,  the  heads  of  those  departments  ought  to  be  made  seve- 
ndly  and  severely  responsible.  The  departmefUcd  aystfm 
never  be  attended  wtth  the  same  success,  as  that  adopted 
the  great  Chathiun,  when  he  officiated  as  minister  of 

Lord  Castlereagh's  mission  to  the  Continent,  to  conduct  the 
negociations  on  the  part  of  CJreat  Britain,  inunediateiy  prior  to 
t)ie  fall  of  Napoleon,  was  certainly  of  use ;  but  the  preced^il 
of  a  Minister  for  the  Foreign  Department  going  abroad  in 
persmi,  to  carry  on  negociations,  was  injudicious  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  I  hope  will  never  be  again  permitted.  When  an 
ambassador  is  sent  to  a  Congress,  he  is  oidy  a  delegate  invest- 
ed with  power  to  receive  proposaht,  but  not  finally  to  sancliaD 
them  without  the  authority  of  his  Court ;  whereas,  if  the  Mi- 
nister for  Foreign  Affairs  attends  in  ptrson,  his  approbation  of 
any  proposals  made  to  him,  is  cansidered  to  be  final,  and  every 
artifice  which  human  ingenuity  can  think  of,  is  put  in  practice. 
to  obtain  his  consent. 


1 
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Amoii^  the  various  communicatioiis  received  from  Lord  Cus- 
tler«ag)i,  the  following  iit  tlie  only  one  I  shall  publish,  chiefly 
to  shew  the  friendly  terms  on  which  we  corresponded  together. 
I  had  sent  him  a  plan,  on  whicii,  I  conceived,  the  safety  of  the 
agricultural  classes  depended,  and  in  carrying  tlirough  which  I 
depended  on  his  aid;  but  instead  of  adopting  the  plan,  he  de- 
volved the  unpleasant  task  of  its  rejection  on  Lord  Liverpool. 

Letter  from  Lord  Custlerear/h  to  th'  Hight  Honourable  Sir  Jo/m 
Sinclmr,  Bart. 

Si  JaniKs's  Square,  itb  July  ISI& 

My  Dear  Sib, 
I  Imve  to  acknowledge  your  letter,  and  the  note  accompany- 
ing it,  of  the  29th  of  last  month ;  and  must  beg  to  refer  you 
to  Lord  Liverpool  on  the  subject  to  which  it  relates ;  it  being 
a  matter  more  for  his  Lordship  than  myself  to  consider  and  de- 
cide upon.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

Castlereach. 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 

Lord  Castlereagh's  oratory  was  more  remarkable  for  diffu- 
sion than  Btrengtli.  He  was  never  deficient  in  information, 
but  he  had  not  the  faculty  of  arranging  his  materials  well,  nor 
ot  giving  them  in  a  clear  and  condensed  state.  He  imitated 
Mr  Pitt  in  his  manner  and  style  of  rhetoric ;  but  though  a  use' 
ful  speaker,  was  greatly  inferior  to  the  model  he  had  chosen. 


THE  EIGHT  HONOUBABLE  GEORGE  CANNING. 


With  this  able  statesman  and  brilliant  orator,  I  had  fre- 
quent, though  not,  in  many  instances,  important  intercourse. 
I  respected  his  character,  and  admired  his  talents;  but,  from 
peculiar  ciicumslanceB,  could  not  frequently  pievaii  u'$«t^  \:i)iBi. 
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to  aupport  those  measures  in  which  1  was  desirous  to  obtain  his 
assistance.  Mr  Canning,  though  he  afterwards  acquired  a  for- 
tune by  marriage,  liad  none  by  inheritance ;  and  as  he  could 
not  therefore  command  a  seat  in  Parliament,  was  mucfa  em- 
barrassed by  his  political  connexions  and  obligations.  When 
he  accepted  the  representation  of  Liverpool,  he  became  indi- 
rectly pletlged  to  the  commercial,  in  preference  to  tlie  landed 
interest;  and  to  the  modem  doctrines  of  free  trade,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  more  sound  and  judicious  system  of  agricul- 
tural protection,  which  I  endeavoured  to  maintain.  His  early 
dissolution  is  much  to  be  lamented,  as  it  would  have  been 
extremely  desirable  to  see,  how  he  would  have  followed  out 
his  plans,  when  Invested  with  supreme  power  ;  more  especially 
«nce  such  ideas  were  entertained  abroad  of  his  comprehen«ve 
genius,  that  any  measures  be  proposed,  of  foreign  policy,  could 
hardly  have  failed. 

The  two  subjoined  letters  will  explain  how  fruitless  my 
exertions  were  to  procure  his  decided  support  in  favour  of  the 
agricultural  interest. 


""m 


Letter  from  the  Right  Honourabh  George  Canning  to  the 
Honourable  Sir  John  Sinclair. 

Board  of  Controul,  Jul;  12.   1 

Dear  Sik, 

1  am  very  sorry  that  I  cannot  have  tlie  pleasure  of  seeiff 
you  to-morrow  at  one,  having  promised  to  attend  poor  She- 
ridan's funeral  at  tliat  hour. 

I  ought,  however,  in  fairness  to  add,  that  I  very  much 
wish  that  you  would  address  yourself,  on  the  momentous  mat- 
ter which  you  have  in  contemplation,  to  tlie  Ministers  to 
whose  departments  it  more  immediately  belongs,  as  I  really 
am  at  present  too  much  occupied  by  the  business  of  my  own, 
to  give  to  any  subject,  not  connected  witli  it,  the  attention 
which  such  a  proposition  as  yours  would  necessarily  require. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
faithful  servant, 

Geo.  Cankiko. 
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Letter  from  Sir  John  Sinclair,  from.  Bnrawjhlmilije  in    York- 

ihire,  on  his  road  to  London,  to  the  liiyht  Honourable  George 

Camiinff. 
Dear  Sir, 

Nothing  can  be  more  important,  at  this  critical  ^lomen^ 
than  to  conciliate  "  77ie  Lamlr.d  Interest;"  and  I  think  it  may 
be  effected  by  some  measures  which  I  have  to  propose,  and 
wliich  I  wish  much  to  submit  to  your  consideration. 

I  expect  to  reacli  town  on  Saturday,  and  should  be  glad  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  any  time  on  Snnday,  or 
on  Monday  rooming,  that  may  be  most  convenient,  on  this 
most  important  subject.  Any  note  to  me,  please  address  to 
the  Parliament  Street  Coffee-House.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be.  Dear  Sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

(Signed)         John  Sinclair. 

Botflughbiidge,  6.  Atarch  \»23. 

Mr  Canning's  Answer. 

Porrigci  Ofltcc,  March  a  18^3. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
from  Boroiighb ridge.  You  may  he  assured,  tliat  I  did  not 
make  my  dechiration  in  Parliament  till  after  llie  fullest  con- 
sideration. I  therefore  incline  to  think,  that  no  practical  be- 
nefit could  result  from  the  conversation  which  you  are  desi- 
rous of  having  with  me ;  unless,  indeed,  you  have  a  specific 
plan  \a  submit  to  the  Government,  in  which  case  allow  me 
further  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  your  laying  it  at  once 
before  the  Board  of  Trade.  I  am  obliged  to  use  another 
hand,  in  consequence  of  my  own  being  totally  disabled  by  the 
gout ;  and  the  attack  confining  me  to  my  room,  I  should,  at 
any  rate,  have  been  prevented,  for  tlie  present,  from  fixing 
any  particular  day  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  I  am. 
Dear  Sir,  &ithfrtlly  yours, 

Geo.  Canning, 


d| 
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An  able  judge  has  thus  described  the  nature  of  that 
queace  in  which  Canning  so  much  excelled : — "  Mr 
mug's  oratory  was  at  first  too  much  distingubhed  by  gesticu- 
lation and  vehemence,  but  bis  tone  and  manner  latterly  be- 
came abnost  unexceptionable.  His  language  was  at  once 
copiouij  and  rapid.  His  favourite  rhetorical  art,  and  mode  of 
defence,  consisted  in  repeated  charges  and  retorts  on  his  an- 
tagonists, by  daringly  and  plausibly  contrastuig  their  former 
arguments  with  their  present  assertions.  This  system  he 
adopted  witii  sharp  and  pointed  ingenuity.  His  wit  was  keen, 
though  sometimes  flippant  He  was  prompt  and  fluent  in 
debate ;  and  possessed  an  innate  buoyancy,  which  always  pr»- 
vented  lus  sinking.  He  was  bold,  persevering,  and  subtle, 
and  extricated  himself  from  any  difficulty  which  occurred 
singular  skill  and  address," 

It  is  pleasing  to  think,  that  this  distinguished  statei 
was  deeply  impressed  with  religious  sentiments.     This 
cularly  appears,  from  tlie  beautiful  lines  he  wrote  on  tlie  d< 
of  a  favourite  son.      They  were  composed  on  the   very 


on  which  he  sustained  that  severe  affliction,  and  are 


engrav* 


on  marble  in  the  new  burying-ground  at  Kensington,   whei 
his  son  was  entombed. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

GEORGE  CHARLES  CANNING, 

Eldeflt  Son  of  the  Rigbt  Honourable  George  Canning  and  Ja 
Scott,  hU  Wire,  in  Lis  19tfa  year. 

Tlio'  short  thy  span,  God's  uDimpeached  decrees. 
Which  made  that  shortened  spaa  one  long  dlaeaoe, 
Yet  DierciFul  \u  chastening, — fi^ave  thee  scope 
For  mild  redeeming  virtues,  Faith  and  Hope, 
Meek  Resignation,  pioas  Charity ; 
And  since  this  world  was  not  the  world  for  thee. 
Far  from  thy  path  removed  with  partial  care 
Strife,  glory,  gain,  and  pleasure's  flowery  mare ; 
Bade  Earth's  tetnpIaiionH  pass  thee  harnilcM  by. 
And  fix  on  Heaven  thiue  unreverted  eye. 
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Oil !  mark'tl  from  binh,  and  nartnred  for  tbe  ikies ; 
Id  youth,  with  more  tlian  learning*!)  wisdom  wlm  ! 
Ah  saiDted  marlyrB,  patient  to  endure  I 
Simple  as  unweaned  infancy,  and  pare  ; 
Pure  from  all  atain,  save  that  of  human  clay, 
Which  Christ's  atoning  blood  hath  washed  away ; 
By  mortal  suffering  now  do  more  oppreued. 
Mount,  ainles8  spirit,  to  thy  deelined  rest ; 
Whilst  1, — (reversed  our  nature's  kiuUlier  doom). 
Pour  forth  a  Father's  Morrows  on  thy  tomb. 

If  at  any  time  sickness,  or  very  inclement  weather,  inter- 
rupted the  re^lar  attendance  of  tlie  family  at  cliurch,  Mr 
Canning's  constant  habit  was,  to  assemble  hia  household  in  the 
drawing-room  to  hear  divine  service,  reading  himself,  with 
great  beauty  and  emphasis,  the  service  appointed  by  the  Church 
of  England  for  the  day. 


LORD  THURLOW. 


Among  the  many  distinguished,  charactera  who  held  public 
situations  during  the  reign  of  George  the  Third,  none  cer- 
taiuly  exceeded,  and  few  have  equalled.  Lord  Chancellor 
Thurlow,  for  dignity  of  manner, — soundness  of  judgment,^ 
and  strength  of  understanding.  The  celebrated  Dr  Johnson 
found  him  almost  the  only  opponent  who  could  withstand  him 
in  argument :  and  all  who  have  seen  him  dttiug  on  the  Wool- 
sack, or  have  heard  him  address  the  House  of  Lords,  will  a^ 
knowlef^e,  that  tliere  never  was  an  individual,  better  fitted  to 
preside  in  that  assembly.  Indeed,  he  seemed  bom  to  shew  the 
world  what  a  Chancellor  ought  to  be.  His  enemies  said,  that 
he  wanted  decision  in  the  Cabinet,  and  was  more  ready  to 
oppose  the  meaeiuea  that  were  proposed,  than  to  suggest  new 
ones ;  a  defect  into  whidt  tawyera,  when  they  beowne  states- 
men, are  rathei  apt  t»  &tL 
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After  the  journey  formerly  alluded  to,  in  the  course  of 
which  I  had  studied  the  characters  of  the  rarious  Sovereigns 
and  Ministers  in  the  north  of  Europe,  no  member  of  the 
British  Cabinet,  was  so  anxious  to  know  the  results  of  my  in* 
quiries,  as  Lord  Thurlow.  He  was  particularly  desirous  to 
procure  some  information  respecting  the  state  of  Russia.  Af- 
ter perusing  the  manuscript  account  I  had  drawn  up  of  tJiyt 
empire,  he  returned  it  with  the  following  note  : 

^^  The  Chancellor  presents  his  best  respects  to  Sir  J<dm 
Sinclair,  and  returns  him  many  thanks  for  the  use  of  his  ob- 
servations on  Russia,  in  which  he  lias  found  much  information 
and  entertainment. 
lOth  April  1788.** 

In  a  previous  note,  he  had  stated  his  regret  at  not  bavinr 
been  able  instantly  to  lay  his  hands  on  the  manuscript  re- 
specting Russia,  which,  he  observed,  ^^  though  a  very  slioit 
and  rapid  account,  was  highly  valuable,  being  well  digested, 
and  consisting  of  such  particulars  as  afforded  a  most  agreeaUe 
view  of  the  subject" 

Lord  Thurlow  having  likewise  expressed  a  wish  to  see  the 
first  part  of  the  History  of  the  Revenue,  a  copy  was  sent  fiir 
his  perusal,  which  was  returned  with  the  following^  note  i 

^^  The  Chancellor  presents  his  best  respects  to  Sir  Jolui 
Sinclair,  and  returns  him  many  thanks  for  his  thoughts  on  a 
subject  at  once  so  interesting  and  complicated  as  the  revenue 
of  this  country. 

<<  From  the  perusal  of  the  first  part,  he  is  naturally  led  to 
form  the  most  satisfactory  expectations  from  the  sequeL 

June  a  1789.'* 


Being  much  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  Ministen  in 
carrying  on  the  negociations  at  Lisle,  I  wrote  my  sentimenli 
upon  that  subject  to  Lord  Thurlow,  and  in  return 
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the  following  important  commtmication,  addressed  to  me  at 
Edinburgh,  where  I  tlien  resided. 

Letter  from  Lord  Thurltm  to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 

e7th  Jsniury  1798. 

Deak  Sm, 
Your  letter  turns  upon  points  which  cannot  easily  or  con- 
veniently be  discussed  in  this  way  of  conferring.  Tliat  the 
war  was  needless,  and  unjust  in  the  commencement,  absurd 
And  iniquitous  in  much  of  its  conduct,  the  perpetual  shifting 
of  their  ground  by  its  advocates  alTorda  .abundant  proof.  Hiat 
a  war,  ho  manifestly  against  the  apparent  interests  of  both 
countries,  might,  at  many  different  epoclis,  have  been  conclu- 
ded, admits  of  no  doubt ;  nay,  perhaps  even  dow  the  avenue 
to  peace  is  by  no  means  shut  The  behanour  of  tlie  French 
negotiator  at  Linle  was  so  awkward  and  gross,  I  can  put  no 
interpretation  upon  It.  But  even  that  uncertainty  would  na- 
turally lead  to  chiuige  the  mode  of  treatment,  and  to  feel  indi- 
vidual pulses.  The  parade  of  a  congress  is  ridiculous,  without 
some  previous  understanding  between  the  parties ;  and  the 
means  of  creating  that  which  others  have  tried  successfully, 
should  not  be  neglected  on  our  part.  The  fee-simple  of  all 
the  ostensible  terms  in  question  are  not  worth  the  bribe  which 
would  buy  them  off.  When  you  return  to  town,  if  I  can  be 
of  any  use  to  your  endeiivours  to  bring  forward  any  thing  use- 
ful, 1  shall  be  happy  to  discuss  it  with  you. 


This  interesting  letter  fully  explains  Lord  Thurlow's  real 
sentiments  on  the  subject  of  the  vi-ar  with  France.  But 
Mr  Pitt  had,  at  that  time,  such  an  ascendancy  over  the 
King  and  the  people,  tliat  it  was  quite  impossible  to  remove 
him,  and  the  Ministers  seemed  more  anxious  to  defeat  the  at- 
tempts of  his  domestic  opponents,  than  either  to  conciliate,  or 
subdue  the  national  enemy.  Whether  any  means  were  ever 
taken  to  obtain  an  influence  among  the  members  of  the  Di- 
rectory, 1  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain;  but  such  a  plan. 
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if  practicable,    would    cerl^nly    have  been  the    easiest   aod 
cheapest  mode  of  terminating  the  war. 


From  tlie  subjoiDed  coaunanication,   I  had  every  reasoa 
believe,  that  the  Chancellor,  then  Lord  Loiig'hboroug'bi  waa 
friendly  to  the  eetablishment  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 


"  The  Chancellor  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  and  returns  him  many  thanks  for  his  polite  attention 
in  sending  him  the  draught  of  the  proposed  commission  for 
the  Board  of  Agriculture.  He  thinks,  with  a  very  few  alter- 
ation^ it  will  do  perfectly  well,  and  will  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  consulting  with  die  Attorney-General  on  the  — 'ti^ 

Bedford  Squve,  Monday  Eiening.  ^^H 

Notwithstanding  this  appearance  of  good  will,  it  was  inth 
great  difficulty  that  Mr  Pitt  could  afterwards  prevail  upon  *!>?* 
learned  Lord  to  append  "  The  Great  SeaF'  to  the  letters  pa- 
tent establishing  the  Board.  On  other  f>ccasion»,  also,  the 
Chancellor  was  equally  unfriendly  to  various  measures  irhich 
I  considered  of  importance  to  the  internal  prosperity  of  the 
country,  and  seemed  actuated  with  a  degree  of  personal  hos- 
tility, for  which  I  could  not  account.  It  was  at  his  sugget- 
tioD  that  Lord  Somerville  was  set  up  in  opposition  to  my  re- 
election as  President  of  the  Board,  ofwhichl  was  the  founder; 
and  it  was  by  hb  intervention,  that  "  The  General  InoUnMC 
Bill,"  after  being  carried  through  the  House  of  Common*,  «H 
thrown  out  in  the  Lords. 

In  justice,  however,  to  a  political  opponent  now  no  mote. 
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I  think  it  ri^ht  to  state,  that  in  the  moat  trying  circumstances, 
he  maintained  the  integrity  of  bis  judicial  character.  U  is 
well  known  how  cloeely  he  was  connected  with  the  late  Duke 
of  Portland.  The  Marqius  of  Titchfield,  the  Duke's  son, 
married  Miss  Scott,  the  eldest  daughter  and  joint  heiress  of 
General  Scott  Besides  the  immense  property  left  by  her 
father,  she  had  likewise  a  claim,  by  the  death  of  her  relation, 
^  Robert  Gordon,  to  the  valuable  estate  of  Gordon^toun,  in 
the  county  of  Moray.  TIte  other  claimant  was  Mr  Gumming 
of  Altyre  ;  and  in  the  litigation  before  the  Court  of  Session, 
a  decision  was  given  in  his  &vour.  It  was  appealed  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  when  Lord  Loughborough  sat  upon  the 
Woolsack.  Knowing  that,  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case,  the  eyes  of  the  public  would  be  upon  him,  he  ear- 
nestly requested  Lord  I'hurlow's  assistance  in  deciding  the 
question.  It  is  singular  that  Lord  Thurlow's  opinion  was 
favourable  to  Lord  and  Lady  Titclifield,  whereas  Lord  Lough- 
borough thought  tliat  the  question  ought  to  be  decided  in 
favour  of  Mr  Cununing.  Had  he  chosen  to  acquiesce  in  the 
opinion  given  by  Lord  Thurlow,  in  favour  of  the  Titchfield 
fiunily,  a  large  fortune  would  have  devolved  upon  tlie  son  of 
his  friend ;  but  greatly  to  his  credit,  he  decided  in  favour  of 
Mr  Gumming.  For  this  single  act,  so  liighly  creditable  to 
the  purity  of  English  jurisprudence,  I  forgive  Lord  Rosslyn 
(ill  the  injuries  he  did  me. 

It  has  often  been  asserted,  that  Dr  Franklin  had  declared 
in  company,  after  the  celebrated  attack  made  on  him  by  Mr 
Wedderbum,  "  Hint  he  did  Jwi  oaiue  ic/iai  tudi  afcUoui  had 
said,  but  that  he  tconM  wtaltf  hit  maatrr  repent  it ;"  and  the  late 
Alexander  Small,  Esq.,  a  great  friend  of  the  Doctor's,  was 
said  to  have  l>een  present  at  the  conversalJon.  1  had  the  cu- 
riosity to  inquire  of  Mr  Small,  whether  the  story  was  true, 
and  received  an  answer  upon  the  subject,  dated  Newent,  (in 
Crloucestershire).  6th  March  1793,  from  which  the  following 
is  an  extract : 
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"  As  to  the  anecdote  of  Dr  Franklia,  the  case  U  as  follows : 
The  clay  after  Wedderbiim's  abuse,  we  dined  at  Kr  John 
Pringle's,  and  the  Doctor  was  asked,  hmn  he  felt  hiTitself  after 
fV/rdderbum'sphilippir?  Heanswered,  'Hedespisedthespeaker 
and  what  he  had  said,  and  that  so  mercenary  a  man  would 
have  said  as  much  in  favour  of  tlic  devil,  if  he  had  been  well 
paid  for  it,  as  he  had  said  against  him.'  The  Doctor  did  not 
mention  the  word  King  or  master,  anci  I  am  persuaded  he  did 
not  at  that  time  entertain  any  resentment  against  the  King, 
for,  to  my  knowledge,  he  was  then  exerting  his  utmost  powers 
to  prevent  tlie  war.  Even  after  he  returned  to  America  he 
continued  to  act  in  tlic  same  manner.  For  the  truth  of  this 
I  can  appeal  to  Lord  Howe,  who  then  commanded  the  Bri- 
lisli  fleet  on  the  American  coast,  Dr  Franklin  having  twice 
written  to  him,  proposing  the  means  of  preventing  it.** 

It  is  certain,  however,  tliat  Dr  Franklin  deeply  felt  the 
severity  of  that  attack ;  and  his  friend,  Dr  Ingenhouze,  in- 
formed me  at  Vienna,  that  he  often  alluded  to  it  in  their  cor- 


respondence together. 


THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  EHSKINE. 


d 


I  had  frequently  an  opportunity  of  meeting  with  Lord 
Erskine  at  Holkham,  and  other  agricultural  fetes,  where,  though 
he  knew  notliing  of  husbandry,  his  wit  and  eloquence  insared 
him  a  cordial  reception.  At  one  of  these  meetings  lie  pleasaot- 
ly  said,  "  that  he  had  formerly  studied  Coke  at  Westminster, 
and  that  he  was  now  studying  Coke  at  Holkham  ;  that  Coke  the 
Offrietdturist  was  as  great  in  his  line,  as  Cohe  ike  lawyrr  in 
judical  questions :  and  tliat  wheat  from  the  farm  of  the  formetf 
was  as  easily  distinguished  from  other  corn,  as  the  doctrineft 
of  law,  in  the  pages  of  the  latter,  from  every  other  legal  ooiB- 
position." 
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He  would  also,  on  these  occasions,  descant  upon  the  pursuit  of 
agnQuitnief  ai  a  most  liberal  prnfesnioii,  in  which  tlie  finger  of 
Heaven  ever^SUtoreappears,— where  the  very  earth  is  eloquent, 
and  bears  tesdiilony  to  the  power  and  wisdom  of  the  Creator. 
"  If,  (he  continued),  we  only  consider  the  suhject  oi  manure, 
we  shall  perceive  one  of  the  most  striking  benefits  of  that 
divine  wisdom,  with  which  we  are  blessed,  in  a  thousand  ways, 
without  knowing  it.  This  substance,  the  reliise  of  every 
being,  had  it  been  useless,  must  have  accumulated  in  heaps, 
intolerably  noisome,  and  perpetually  pestilential ;  but,  by  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  it  is  every  man's  interest  to  remove 
those  olhcrwlse  increasing  acciunuhitions,  which,  by  decom- 
position, fertilize  our  fields,  and  reward  tlie  cleanliness  and 
industry  of  our  population."  Thb  was  a  very  happy  illustra- 
tion of  the  advantages  derived  from  agriculture,  by  whose  ope- 
rations, mountains  of  noisome  filth,  become  the  sources  of  fer- 
tility. 

We  had  much  correspondence  together,  on  various  politi- 
cal questions,  in  particular  regarding  the  currency,  in  which 
we  did  not  agree  in  opinion.  On  that  subject  I  find  the 
following  hints,  in  a  letter  I  VTOte  to  Lord  Erskine  on  the 
80th  of  October  1815. 

*'  Tlie  real  cause  of  our  financial  difficulties  is,  '  neglected 
agriculture.  It  is  now  proved,  that  we  can  feed  ourselves  by 
the  produce  of  our  own  soil,'  which  might  have  been  <ione 
quite  as  effectually  twenty  years  ago  as  at  present.  If  that 
had  been  the  case,  no  increased  pay  of  the  army  or  navy 
would  have  been  necessarv  ;^no  additional  salaries  would  have 
been  required  in  our  civil  establishments  ;^all  our  other  ex- 
penses would  have  been  diminished  in  proportion; — and  the 
cuiisequmce  would  have  been,  two  hundred  miUiom  less  of  debt, 
and  }>erhaps  ten  milliom  li-is  of  taxes. 

"  The  distresses  we  now  experience  can  only  be  attribu- 
ted, either  to  the  weight  of  taxes,  or  the  scarcity  of  money. 
Of  tlie  two,  the  scarcitj-  of  money  is  the  easiest  remedied,  as 
it  would  only  cost  the  paper  on  which  the  bank-notes  are  en- 
MV«d)  and  the  expense  of  putting  them  into  citcula.t.TO\i. 
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"  As  to  the  precious  metals  bein^  the  universal  Standard  of 
value,  that  does  not  render  it  necessary  that  they  should  be 
coined  for  the  use  of  particulu'  countries.  In  the  shape  of 
bullion  tlicy  answer  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and  in  &ct  they 
are,  properly  speaking.  "  nothiiuf  but  a  species  of  TnerchantHte." 
We  see  by  the  experience  of  tlie  present  day,  that  paper,  pr»- 
peril/  regv-liUed,  answers  the  same  purpose  as  t-oin,  both  at  Iwnu 
and  abroad  ;  for  a  guinea  is  now  wortli  only  a  pound  note  ami 
a  shilling',  even  on  the  Continent. 

'*  To  the  friends  of  a  circulation  in  coin,  I  can  only  nay,  fVhm 
we  havefowid  a  treasure  t/iat  has  enahled  ut  to  preserve  ourt^im, 
and  to  save  Europe,  whi/  sliould  we  Tuif  avail  ourselves,  '  to  tlu 
utmost,'  of  the  advantages  that  may  be  derived  from  it,  mcrr 
etpeaoUi/  in  times  of  peculiar  difficulty  and  alarm  f" 

The  following  letter,  one  of  the  last  which  i  received  from 
Lord  Eralcine,  contains  some  interesting  observations  regard- 
ing the  distresses  of  the  landed  interest,  and  the  currency:  a 

Letter  from  IjOrd  Mrshiite  to  Sir  John  Sindair, 
Dear  Sir  John, 
I  am  bvoured  with  your  letter.  1  fear  that  the  pn 
of  the  soil,  by  their  long  acquiescence,  liave  ruined  themselvet^ 
They  are  sacrificed  to  other  interests,  and,  in  England,  have 
submitted  to  be  taxed  millions  witliout  any  authority  of  Par- 
liament, by  perversions  of  the  poor's  rates,  so  tliat  there  is  now 
an  Agrarian  law.  I  have  done  my  best  in  lately  pointing  it 
out  in  a  pamplitet,  which  lias  been  advertised  in  our  papen 
here ;  but  unless  Lord  Liverpool  consents,  the  House  t^  Lonk, 
which  will  soon  be  the  Hmise  of  Paupers,  will  do  nothing.  A* 
to  the  currency,  Lord  Liverpool  has  declared,  on  tlie  first  day 
of  the  session,  that  if  even  a  silver  standard  were  preferable, 
he  should  never  consent  to  it  noto ;  and  if  he  will  not  cooseDt. 
the  thing  is  over.  Such  is  the  condition  of  our  counlr 
Yours  very  nncerety, 


Feb.  11.  18»3. 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 


in  ot  our  counln^H 
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Lor<t  Erskinc  was  the  youngest  of  three  brothers,  all  of 
whom  were  rpmarkable  for  their  wit  aiid  powers  of  conversa- 
tion. The  learned  Lord  was  particularly  addicted  to  punning, 
of  which  I  recollect  the  following  instance :  I  happened  acci- 
dentally to  inform  him,  that  a  female  relation  of  his  was  unwell. 
He  asked  me  wliat  was  the  nature  of  her  complaint.  My  answer 
was,  "  water  in  lifr  chest,"  "  If  that  is  the  case,  (he  replied,) 
she  is  not  much  to  be  pitied.  It  ia  very  lucky,  in  these  hard 
times,  to  have  any  thin^  in  on^M  cheat." 

Lord  Erskine  used  frequently  to  compose  short  epigrams, 
which  often  contained  much  point  and  humour.  As  a  specimen 
may  he  mentioned  four  lines  lie  wrote  on  hearing  that  the  spurs 
of  Napoleon  Itad  been  found  in  tiie  imperial  carriage  after  the 
battle  of  Waterloo.  I^rd  Erskine  said,  they  ought  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Prince  Regent,  with  this  inscription, 


These  N'apoleon  left  behind. 
Flying  swiFter  than  the  wind ; 
Needless  to  liim  when  buckled  o. 
Wanting^  no  spar  but  Wellington 


XIII. 
THE  MARQUIS  OF  I.ANSDOWNE. 


I 


L 


I  have  always  considered  the  first  Marquis  of  Lansdowne 
as  the  profoundest  statesman  that  this  country,  in  modern  times, 
has  produced.  Tliere  was  no  department  of  government  with 
which  he  was  not  thoroughly  acquainted, — no  means  of  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  country  which  he  was  not  anxious 
to  support, — nor  was  there  any  member  of  either  House,  so 
thoroughly  conversant  with  foreign  politics.  To  keep  up  his 
information  regarding  that  important  branch  of  knowledge, 
any  foreigner  who  came  to  England,  if  distiiigubhetl  for  in- 
telligence or  talents,  was  sure  to  receive  from  liim  a  cordial 
reception.     His  valuable  and  extensive  library  was  always 

VOL.  I.  I 
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open  to  the  inspection  of  the  learned,  and  he  felt  delight- 
ed in  having  about  him  such  able  and  well-informed  men  ai 
Mr  Dunning,  (afterwards  Lord  Ashburton),  Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
milly,  Colonel  Barry,  Dr  Priestley,  Dr  Price,  &c  He  wm 
convinced  that  statesmen  ought  not  to  waste  their  time  in 
searching  for  information,  if  they  can  procure  it  from  odim 
who  have  mcH'e  leisure  to  collect  it ;  and  that  the  most  sue* 
cessful  ministers  are  those,  who,  however  much  distiiiguialied 
by  ability  themselves,  contrive  to  turn  to  the  greatest  advan- 
tage the  talents  of  others. 

There  was  no  man  who  viewed,  in  so  £Bivoarable  a  ligkt, 
the  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,  and  the  establishment  of 
a  Board  of  Agriculture,  as  Lord  Lansdowne ;  and  I  am  hap- 
py in  the  opportunity  of  publishing  a  letter,  whicK  fvSty  ex- 
plains the  high  ideas  which  he  entertained  of  those  two  im- 
portant undertakings. 

Letter  from  thejlrst  Marquis  of  Lansdoume  to  Sir  John  Suudair, 

Bowood  Park,  23d  July  1 79a 

Dear  Sir, 
The  long  continuance  of  this  bad  weather  has  prevented 
my  gaining  all  the  benefit  I  usually  do  by  my  Way  of  life 
here,  and  has  made  me  a  very  bad  correspondent  to  all  my 
friends,  otherwise  I  certainly  should  not  have  been  so  to  Sfa* 
John  Sinclair ;  but  it  has  given  me  an  opportunity  of  seeu^ 
Mr  Debarry,  who  has  been  mostly  wTtli  his  father  since  he 
came  into  the  country,  and  shewing  him  the  pi^m  you  did 
me  the  honour  to  send  me.  We  are  both  decided  in  prefer* 
ring  the  more  philosopliical  arrangement  You  make  toi 
much  account  of  my  judgment,  especially  in  these  extiaoidi- 
nary  times,  when  the  best  judgments  go  for  nothing ;  but  it 
appears  to  me,  that  the  longer  this  strange  state  of  thina* 
continues,  the  more  certain  the  change ;  but,  whichever  dM^ 
gets  the  better,  necessity,  independent  of  all  motives  of  mm^ 
lity,  wisdom,  and  general  policy,  will  render  a  new  order  «f 
things  indispensable,  which  can  never  produce  the  eood  ia- 
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leiidwi,  if  it  diws  not  proceed  u[>on  those  data,  tlie  coUcctiuil 
of  which  seems  to  occupy  the  most  enlightened  part  nf  tlie 
Continent,  but  which  yon  arc  the  only  person  wlio  hjis  made 
any  attempt  worth  mentiontn^  to  introduce  with  us.  I  ear- 
nestly hope  that,  for  your  own  credit,  and  the  public  good,  you 
will  not  ^ve  up  no  honourable  a  pursuit.  Sooner  or  later  it 
cannot  fail  of  being  taken  up  hy  Government,  I  am  only  in 
putn  for  the  poor  Board  of  Agriculture,  which  I  urn  afraid 
will  share  the  fate  <if  most  public  institutions,  as  soon  as  they 
are  out  of  the  care  of  the  firnl  institutor. 

I  am  surprised  that  an  Univerwd  Kegiat^r  has  never  beere 
brouglit  forward,  purdcutarly  in  these  scraping  times,  as  it 
^pear^  to  me  some  revenue  mif^t  be  got  from  it,  witliout 
mud)  dissatistbction,  and  a  great  deal  of  knowledge  acq^uired. 

Henry  and  Mr  Debarry,  I  should  do  great  injustice  to,  if 
I  did  not  bear  witness  to  the  grateful  sense  they  must  ever 
retain  of  the  kindness  they  experienced  in  .Scotland.  1  have 
had  a  very  handsome  letter  from  Mr  Cully  about  my  bailiB*. 

Whenever  you  have  any  commands  in  tliis  country.  I  hope 
you  will  honour  me  with  them ;  and  that  you  will  believe  me 
to  be,  with  real  esteem  and  consideration,  Dear  Sir,  your  faith- 
ful, humble  servant, 

Lansdownc. 

1*.  S. — When  I  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you 
again,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  t«ll  me,  where  I  can  find 
an  account  of  the  institution  of  schoolmasters  in  Scotland.  I 
am  curious  to  sec  what  plan  Government  will  adopt  for  the 
interior  of  Ireland  when  these  troubles  are  over. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  be  in  the  highest  degree  gratified 
with  so  friendly  a  letter  from  so  able  a  politician.  It  requi- 
red the  weighty  exhortations  of  so  powerful  a  mind,  not  to 
abandon  pursuits  which  had  experienced  such  hostility  on  the 
part  of  the  Minister,  who  personally  attended  a  ballot,  to  de- 
prive me  of  the  situation  I  held  as  President  of  the  Board  of 
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Agriculture,  and  who  used  all  his  influence,  to  procure  the 
nomination  of  a  successor,  to  punish  an  individual  who  liad 
presumed  to  differ  with  him  in  some  political  questions.  The 
ruin  of  the  Board,  which  Lord  Lansdowne  so  feeling^ly  anti- 
cipated, has  since  taken  place ;  and  the  vast  stores  of  impor- 
tant information  which  it  had  been  the  means  of  accumulatiDg, 
are  now  securely  locked  up  in  the  Tower  of  London,  as  if  the 
dissemination  of  useful  knowledge  would  prove  injurious  to  a 
country. 

The  late  Mr  Arthur  Young,  in  a  lecture  on  the  advantages 
which  had  resulted  from  the  institution  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture *,  gives  the  following  statement :  "  The  late  Marquis 
of  Lansdowne,  (as  I  know  by  a  conversation  I  had  with  hwn 
on  the  subject),  was  induced,  in  a  debate  in  tlie  House  of 
Lords,  warmly  to  approve  of  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of 
Agriculture,  as  the  only  good  exertion  of  Mr  Pitt's  adminis- 
tration." This  was  certainly  going  much  too  fer ;  but  impar- 
tial posterity  will,  I  believe,  admit,  that  without  the  great  re- 
sources which  that  Board  was  the  means  of  producing,  this 
country  coidd  not  successfully  have  withstood  the  power  of 
the  Frencli  Republic,  when  it  came  to  be  conducted  by  the 
energies  of  Napoleon. 

At  one  period,  I  had  the  honour  of  being  on  such  friendly 
terms  with  Lord  Lansdowne,  that  he  said  to  me,  «  I  am  tnh 
ing  to  Bowood  for  a  fortnight,  and  have  a  corner  in  my  post- 
chaise  empty,  which  I  wish  much  you  would  occupy.  Tha 
mornings  I  must  devote  to  business,  but  the  evenings  I  aKaH 
with  pleasure  dedicate  to  conversation  with  you,  and  we  gKfll 
not  be  troubled  with  companions,  to  prevent  our  having  a  free 
and  confidential  intercourse  together."  I  was  much  delight- 
ed with  the  proposal,  and  most  readily  accepted  of  it ;  but  to 
my  great  regret,  before  the  day  came,  I  was  taken  so  ill,  ai 
to  be  obliged  to  decline  so  desirable  an  excursion*  I  do  not 
recollect  having  ever  met  with  any  circumstance  which  I 


•  Printed  by  Sir  Richard  Phillips,  an.  1809. 
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jetted  so  much,  as  nothing  could  have  been  more  gratifying, 
than  to  have  spent  so  long  a  period,  in  confidential  intercourse 
with  a  statesman,  possessed  of  so  much  talent,  infumiation  and 
experience. 


XIV. 
THE  MAKQUIS  OF  HASTINGS. 


llie  intimate  and  friendly  interconrsc  which  I  long  muin- 
tained  witlt  this  illustrious  soldier  and  statesman,  commcnc<>d 
at  a  very  early  period.  We  first  met  as  members  of  a  so- 
ciety constituted  with  the  view  of  encouraging  discoveries  in 
Africa  ;  and  we  afterwards  endeavoured,  by  forming  polittcul 
associations  of  independent  membertt  of  Parliament,  to  procure 
the  adoption  of  measures  calcidated  to  promote  the  best  inte- 
rests of  the  country.  But  I  always  found  sucb  plans  of  associa- 
tion among  those  who  coll  themselves  independent  characters, 
of  little  real  use.  Each  member  of  such  an  association  is  de- 
sirous, not  to  follow,  but  to  guide.  All  of  them  are  attached  to 
their  own  opinions  respectively  ;  and,  astonished  that  any  one 
should  presume  to  differ  from  them,  they  gradually  drop  off, 
either  bought  by  the  Minister,  or  dissatisfied  that  the  mea- 
sures they  espouse  should  not  be  adopted.  Persons  of  this 
description  are  capable  of  acting  only  in  an  isolated  state  ;  and 
if  the  (louse  of  Commons  consisted  solely,  or  even  principally, 
<if  such  men,  the  business  of  the  nation  could  not  go  on  at 
all.  In  a  complicated  government,  like  ours,  parties  are  ne- 
cessary ;  and  if  they  arc  not  carried  to  a  factious  extreme, 
are  highly  beneficial ;  but  they  should  be  well  constituted, 
and  under  able  leaders. 

Lord  Hastings  was  not  only  a  warrior  and  a  statesman,  but 
took,  as  appears  from  the  following  letter,  much  interest  in 
scientific  investigations : 
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MoDtalto,  Ballynabiiicb,  October  6.  1796. 

My  Dear  Sir  Johi^, 

One  day  at  our  Club,  I  mentioned  a  pair  of  the  Irish  desr 
horns  that  had  been  found  in  a  turf  bog,  and  were  ia  my  po^ 
session ;  and  I  remember  to  have  said,  that  I  thoug'lit  they 
were  fourteen  feet  from  tip  to  tip.  I  have  measured  them, 
and  I  find  that  I  have  erred  in  the  statement,  by  inconectly 
applying  a  fact  of  which  my  remembrance  was  otherwise  ao- 
curate.  A  line  drawn  straight  from  the  root  of  the  horn  to 
its  extreme  point,  is  about  seven  feet ;  and  I  calculated,  I 
perceive,  as  if  tliat  length  were  to  be  doubled  for  the  oompa- 
tation  of  the  distance  between  tip  and  tip.  The  horns  are 
palmated,  and  the  branches  bend  forward,  consequently  to* 
wards  each  other.  The  distance,  therefore,  between  tip  and 
tip  is  not  quite  twelve  feet ;  but  that  will  strike  you  as  im  ox* 
tent  sufficiently  remarkable.  The  horns  remain  fixcMi  in  the 
head,  which  is  entire. 

You  may  perhaps  think  me  inddent  or  indifferent  Ibr  aol 
attending  die  opening  of  Parliament  Not  so.  But  as  im^ 
thing  will  now  prevent  the  evil  hour  which  has  1<m^  heen 
preparing  for  the  country,  wherefore  should  one  give  one's 
self  the  trouble  of  making  an  observ^ation  ?  I  do  not  the  leii 
feel  for  the  degradation  of  the  British  Empire. 

Believe  that  I  have  the  honour  to  be  very  fiuthfiiUy  yoursi 

MoiRA. 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart 

Various  circumstances  having  induced  Lord  Hastings  Is 
accept  of  the  government  of  our  Indian  empire,  he  had  as 
opportunity  there  of  proving  the  great  talents  he  possessed, 
both  civil  and  military.  During  his  residence  in  the  ISmlf  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  from  him  the  followingr  letter: 

Calcutta,  OcU  Q.  1890. 

My  Dear  Sir  John, 
I  am  sincerely  obliged  by  your  kind  attention  to  the.ie* 
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(.■overui^  for  me  the  balance  due  to  me  trom  Messre  Geoi^e 
Baillie  and  Co,    Accept  my  best  tlianlcH  for  that  friendly  care. 

It  was  gmtifying  to  learn  from  you,  ibat  you  thought  tbe 
fermentation  among  the  lower  classes  in  Scotland  liad  been 
materially  checked.  To  us  at  a  distance,  (aud  perlu^  some 
distance  is  requisite  to  give  one  a  eoraprebensive  view),  tlie 
dispositions  evince<l  throughout  Great  Britain  appeared  uf  a 
verious  complexion.  How  yon  are  to  ^et  rid  of  your  abusive 
taxation,  I  know  not.  At  present  the  people  are  hourly  goad- 
ed by  the  way  in  which  imposts  are  collected,  as  well  as 
bowed  to  the  earth  by  the  weight.  All  here  is  perfectly 
quiet,  I  mean  throughout  India,  and  the  Company's  6nances 
are  most  flourishing. 

1  have  the  honour,  my  Dear  Sir  Jolin,  to  be,  with  great 
esteem,  your  very  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Hastings, 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 

Some  differences  appear,  even  at  ii  late  period,  to  have 
subsisted  between  the  Marquis  and  the  Court  of  Directors ; 
for  I  find,  in  a  letter,  dated  Rome,  •27th  January  1824,  the 
following  remarks.  His  services,  perhaps,  were  not  so  justly 
eBtimated,  while  he  lived,  as  since  his  death. 

"  As  to  tlic  Directors,  1  make  real  allowance  for  their  not 
comprehending  what  wa.s  effected  in  the  advancement  of  their 
concerns  in  India.  To  them,  as  a  body,  no  man  could  more 
uix'ariably  maintain  that  respect  which  our  relative  situations 
prescribed ;  hut  I  was  not  so  subiaissive  to  perverse  construc- 
Uons,  as  they  possibly  may  have  found  others ;  and  I  tlilnk, 
my  being  stiff-necked,  in  such  instances,  outweighed  the 
sense  of  any  services  I  rendered  to  them.  I  am  speaking  of 
them  as  a  body,  lliere  are  indlviduab  among  them  who  have 
shewn  themselves  warmly  fovourable  to  me,  and  whom  1 
have  found  cause  to  honour  unfeignedly  for  their  manly  and 
generous  sentiments ;  but  they  are  overborne  by  the  number 
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who  have  not  had  time  or  disposition  to  ponder  aociuately 
transactions,  not  readily  intelligible  without  some  consecathre 
application." 

The  concluding  years  of  Lord  Hastings's  life  form  a  memo- 
rable lesson  to  politicians,  not  to  suffer  any  motives,  however 
plausible,  to  induce  them  to  neglect  their  private  a&in. 
Under  the  influence  of  pecuniary  embarrassments,  though 
they  may  be  much  respected  for  their  talents,  or  public  ser- 
vices, tliey  never  can  preserve  that  health  of  body,  or  peace 
of  mind,  which  are  essential  both  to  private  happiness  and 
public  utility.  No  man  ever  possessed  greater  advantages 
than  the  Marquis  of  Hastings ;  but  his  latter  days  were  em- 
bittered by  the  vexations  of  straitened  circumstances,  and 
the  ingratitude  of  those,  who  ought  to  have  felt  for  him  seiH 
timents  of  a  very  different  nature  from  those  of  neglect. 


XV. 

EARL  BATHURST. 


One  great  object  I  had  in  view,  by  wishing  to  be(x>me  a 
Privy  Councillor,  was  to  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  as  it  frequently  happened  that  points  of  great  im- 
portance to  agriculture  were  referred  to  tliat  Board.  "When  I 
became  a  Privy  Councillor,  Earl  Bathurst  presided  at  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  I  was  thence  induced  to  inform  his  Lord- 
ship of  my  desire.  In  answer  to  that  application,  I  had  the  ho- 
nour of  receiving  the  following  communication : 

Letter  from  Earl  Bathurst^  President  of  the  Board  of  Traden 

Curzon  Street^  July  4«,  1800. 

Sir, 
I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which  yoa 
have  done  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me. 
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I  can  only  repeat,  that  whenever  Mr  Perceval  shall  deem 
it  advisable  to  take  hia  Majesty's  pleasure  on  your  becoming 
a  member  of  the  Privy  Coiiiicil)  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  have 
your  assistance  at  the  Board  of  Trade.  In  answer,  however, 
to  an  observation  of  yours,  I  must  in  faimetis  say,  tliat  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  so  miicli  engrossed  in  com^ 
inercial  questions,  that  they  never  engage,  (unless  it  is  una- 
voidable), in  agricultural  discussions,  which  have  wisely  de- 
volved upon  a  Board  established  for  that  purpose,  over  which 
you  Iiave  with  so  much  ability  presided.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be.  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Bathurst. 

I'rom  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  an  appointment  in  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  the  subsequent  abolition  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, I  waa  led  to  consider,  the  absurdity  of  having  but  one 
institution  of  that  description,  notwithstanding  there  were  so 
many  other  important  objects  which  were  equally  entitled  to 
that  mark  of  public  attention  and  encouragement.  How  many 
members  are  there  in  both  Houses,  who  would  with  pleasure 
dedicate  tlieir  attention  to  public  objects,  even  gratuitously, 
if  there  were  Boards  to  which  they  might  be  appointed  ?  and 
numbers  would  thus  get  into  habits  of  business,  and  of  atten- 
tion to  important  matters,  who  are  at  present  employed  in  the 
most  frivolous  pursuits.  1  have  drawn  up  a  plan  for  that 
purpose,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Ai>pendix,  (No.  V.),  and 
which,  if  adopted,  would  be  of  material  service  to  the  public. 


XVI. 
THE  BIGHT  HONOURABLE  WILLIAM  WINDHAM. 

On  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  I  pro- 
posed inserdng  in  the  list  of  members,  the  name  of  Mr  Wind- 
ham, of  whose  ability  and  patriotism  I  entertained  a  high 
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opinion.     Having  infonHed  him  of  this  intention^  I  receiTed 
the  following  communication  in  reply.     It  affords  a 
of  that  singular  indecision,  for  which,  notwithstanding  his 
perior  talents,  this  extraordinary  man  was  remaricahle* 


Letter  from  tite  RiglU  Honourable  William   Wmdham,  to 

John  Sinclair^  Bart. 
Dear  Sir  John, 

I  must  not  let  myself  be  seduced  by  your  oomplimentBy  ei- 
ther grave  or  gay,  to  accept  a  situation,  for  wUch  I  am 
wholly  unfit,  and  *for  which  I  have  not  at  present  eren  the 
purpose  of  qualifying  myself.  I  can  really  hardly  reckon  my- 
self among  the  genuine  supporters  of  the  plan  that  has  pro- 
duced this  institution.  A  wish  of  finding  good  in  it,  and  a 
prepossession  in  favour  of  a  plan  which  claimed  you  for  id 
author,  extinguished  any  disposition  to  oppose ;  but  I  cannot 
pretend  to  have  enough  considered  the  subject,  to  have  any 
decided  opinion  in  its  &ivour.  I  am  doubly  bound,  therefiDn, 
while  my  principles  are  so  unsettled,  to  decline  a  situation,  my 
appearance  in  which,  from  my  complete  incompetence,  could 
only  be  accounted  for  by  the  supposition  of  extraordinary  wtfr 
I  must  accordingly,  for  tlie  present,  withdraw  with  becoming 
modesty.  My  wishes  for  your  success  will  not  be  leas,  be- 
cause my  ignorance  of  the  subject  may  keep  my  opinions 
doubtful,  as  it  renders  me  at  the  same  time  wholly  itin^pablf 
of  being  of  any  use. 

Since  I  have  known  of  your  being  in  town,  I  have  reg^retted 
the  not  having  been  able  to  call  upon  you.  This  evening  I 
expect  to  get  away ;  and  the  daily  prospect  of  doing*  so,  is 
that  which  has  prevented  my  getting  so  far  as  WhitehalL  I 
am.  Dear  Sir  John,  your  very  obedient  and  fEuthful  servant^ 

W.  Windham. 

Hill  Street,  Aug.  21.  1793. 

Another  letter  he  wrote  upon  the  same  subject  is  likewise 
iuteresting,  more  especially  on  account  of  the  postscsript,  in 
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which  he  states,  with  great  earnestneas  of  feeling,  liiit  disap- 
pointment at  the  iintbrtunutc  events  ut  Dunkirk,  and  uccounU 
for  tliem. 

1>EAH  Ijiu  John, 
It  is  but  justf  that  as  yuu  have  made  me,  aguinst  my  will,  a 
Member  of  the  Bourd  of  Agriculture,  you  should  allow  lae  a 
shore  in  the  only  part  of  the  business  for  which  L  am  qualified, 
via.  that  of  the  patronage.  The  writer  of  the  inclosed  letter 
is  known  merely  by  accident,  and  not  in  any  way  to  interest 
me  ill  Ilia  success,  otherwise  than  by  a  knowledge  of  his  diffi- 
culties, and  a  belief  in  Im  good  character.  Of  his  qualifica- 
tious  I  know  no  more  than  is  set  forth  in  bis  letter.  Should 
there  be  any  appointment  under  the  Board,  suited  to  a  man 
such  as  be  appears  to  be,  I  really  believe  it  could  not  be  he- 
stowe«l  on  one  more  likely  to  deserve  it  by  his  diligence  and 
fidelity ;  nor  easily  on  one  who  possesses  more  of  a  remaining 
species  of  recommendation,  that  of  staniUng  very  much  in  need 
of  it.      i  am.  Dear  .Sir,  yours  with  great  trutli, 

W.  WiNOHAM. 
Hutingi,  September  16.  1793. 

P.  S. — What  shall  be  sud  of  those,  by  whose  lault  it  has 
Imppened,  that  the  naval  force  and  artillery  was  not  ready  for 
co-operating  with  the  Duke  of  York  against  Dunkirk  ?  I  hope 
that  sometliing  will  be  both  said  and  done ;  for  such  on  instance 
of  flugrant  and  criminal  neglect,  to  say  no  worse  of  it,  it  will 
not  be  easy  to  parallel  in  the  administration  of  any  country. 
1  have  been  told,  that  if  the  necessary  assistance  intended  had 
arrived  in  time,  there  is  reason  to  think,  ttiat  the  place  would 
either  have  submitted  without  resistance,  or  have  been  carried 
by  immediate  assault. 

When  one  considers  the  unfortunate  consequences  which 
resulted  from  the  ftiilure  of  the  attack  on  Dunkirk,  it  is  impos- 
sible not  to  lament,  that  ihe  condiicl  of  those  to  whose  misma- 
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nagement  it  ought  ta  be  attributed,  was  not  more  strictly 
vestigated. 

Ill  1794,  a  number  of  membera  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
desirous  tbat  the  war  should  be  pnjsecuted  with  more  vigour, 
were  accustomed  to  meet  at  Mr  Windham's  house  in  Hill 
Street,  to  consider  the  best  means  of  urging  the  Ministers  to 
greater  exertions.  Among  those  who  assembled  for  that  pur^ 
pose,  1  took  a  part.  Mr  Burke  was  the  leader,  and  had  pro- 
posed, without  any  communication  to  me,  that  we  should  trans- 
fer our  meetings  from  Hill  .Street  to  the  Duke  of  Portland's 
at  Burluigton  House.  Mr  Windham  undertook  to  inform  me 
of  the  circumstance,  but  was  prevented,  as  appears  from  the 
subjoined  letter,  from  doing  it  verbally.  He  intrusted  a  letter 
on  the  subject  to  the  care  of  Mr  Eliott,  who,  not  finding  me 
at  home,  left  it  at  my  lodgings,  without  adding  any  particular 
injunctions  that  it  should  be  forwarded.  Thus  the  meeting  at 
Burlington  House,  which  ended  in  the  junction  of  the  Portland 
party  with  the  Ministry,  took  place  without  my  beings  able  to 
attend  it. 

Ijrtterfrom  thf  Rit/ht  Honourahh  Jfilliam  IHiulham  to  Sir 
John  Siitchtir. 
Dear  Sik  John, 
I  set  out  this  morning  from  Hill  Street  with  tlic  purpose  of 
calling  upon  you,  which  I  regret  that  i  was  prevented  fnm 
executing.    1  wished  to  state  to  yon,  more  fully  than  I  couU 
by  letter,  the  detail  of  proceedings  that  have  taken  place  unoe 
I  saw  you,  and  the  nature  of  the  meeting  to-night  at  Burling^ 
ton  House,     Tlie  object  of  the  meeting  is  professed  to  be  far 
supporting  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war ;  nor  differs,  that 
1  know  of,  from  any  that  might  have  been  held  at  my  hoiuci 
except  in  its  drawing  with  it  an  accession  of  strong^,  wbid 
could  not  be  on  any  other  ground.    If  you  should  feel  an  ob- 
jection to  continue  at  Burlington  House  tlie  same  couise  of 
conduct,  nearly  in  the  same  company,  as  marked  our  meetings 
year  in  Hill  Street,  I  shall  be  hap]iy  either  to  meet,  or  to 
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accompany  yoii  there ;  and  to  supply  in  this  manner  the  omU- 
sioQ  of  n  notice  which  the  Duke,  of  course,  could  not  take 
Upon  him  to  send.  1  am,  Dear  Sir  John,  your  very  obedient 
and  faitliful  servant, 

W.  Windham. 

HilJ  Slrcrl,  January  80,  5  o'clock. 

Soon  afterwards  1  received  another  letter  from  Mr  Wind- 
ham, regarding  those  energetic  measures  for  carrying  on  the 
war,  which  I  was  anxious  should  be  adopte<l. 

Letter  fiom  lltr.  Bi'jht  Himottrable  mUiam  Hlad/utm  to  Sir 
John  SiacUiiry  Bart. 

B.th,  Feb.  12.1799. 
Deak  SiH  John, 
I  am  quite  ashamed  at  having  delayed  so  long  to  thank  you 
for  your  obliging  letters  and  communication.     An  official  let- 
ter had  gone  before  I  received  your  last,  on  the  ofScial  busi- 
ness, and  was,  I  trust,  satisJactory. 

I  am  much  oblig;ed  to  you  for  the  confidence  which  you  are 
so  good  as  to  ])laee  in  me,  and  of  which  1  certainly  should  not 
render  myself  unworthy,  by  making  any  use  of  what  you 
should  confide  to  me,  different  from  tliat  which  you  should 
prescribe.  1  have  no  doubt  of  your  zeal  for  tlie  real  welfare 
of  the  country,  and  think  we  shall  soon  be  in  a  state  in  which 
there  will  be  little  room  for  difference  of  opuiion  as  to  the 
means,  at  least  as  to  tlie  necessity  for  taking  the  must  vigor- 
ous measures  for  preventing  this  great  and  ancient  nation  from 
felling  into  the  same  state  as  the  rest  of  Europe,  1  am.  Dear 
Sir  John,  your  very  obedient  and  faithful  aenant, 

W.  Windham. 

Mr  Windliam's  mode  of  reasoning  was,  perhaps,  too  sub- 
tile and  refined  fur  liis  audience,  HLs  style  was  fluent  and 
copious,  elegant  and  impressive,  easy  and  natural.  His  wit 
was  abundant  and  uncommon,  his  allusions  familiar  andjust, 
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and,  ill  g;eiieral,  original.  He  uniformly  delivered  his  seDti- 
ments  with  truth  and  sincerity,  and  scorned  any  kind  of  di»- 
g^Be  or  deception.  He  spoke  for  some  time  without  that  ef- 
fect which  his  abilities  ought  to  have  produced ;  but  by  per- 
severance, habitual  practice,  and  constant  attention  to  Uie 
buiiiness  of  the  House,  he  ultimately  reached  a  high  degree  of 
eloquence,  and  was  listened  to  with  much  attention. 


My  acquaintance  with  Mr  Windham  led  to  a  train  of  cir- 
cumstances, which,  taken  together,  form  one  of  tlie  mwi 
singular  series  of  adventures  that  ever  occurred  in  real  life, 
and  resemble  more,  a  fictitious  romance,  than  an  authentic  lis- 
tory. 

At  a  late  hour  one  evening,  I  received  a  few  lines  from  mj 
friend  Dr  Adam  Smith,  (the  particular  time  I  do  not  reo^ 
lect,)  requesting  my  company  at  diTuiet  next  day,  to  meet  tb« 
celebrated  Edmund  Burke,  and  Mr  Windham,  who  had  ar- 
rived at  Edinburgh,  with  an  intention  of  making  a  short  tour 
through  the  Highlands.  Tlie  Doctor  apologised  for  the  short- 
ness of  the  notice,  stating,  tliat  the  travellers  had  arrived  tndy 
that  morning,  and  proposed  remaining  but  one  day  moie  id 
Edinburgh.  1  went  accordingly,  and  passed  some  hours,  ■> 
might  be  expected  in  the  company  of  such  men,  in  the  laeil 
gratilying  manner.  I  gave  them  my  advice  as  to  the  pla 
they  ought  to  adopt  in  making  their  intended  tour  ;  and,  ia 
particular,  dwelt  on  the  beauty  of  the  road  between  DunhcU 
and  Blair ;  adding,  that  instead  of  being  cooped  ap  in  a  pcat^ 
chaise,  they  bad  better  get  out,  and  walk  through  the  delist- 
ful  woods  and  beautiful  scenes  they  woidd  pass  through,  moK 
especially  some  miles  beyond  Dujikeld. 

I  had  almost  forgotten  these  circumstaiiceB,  when,  mbout 
three  years  after,  Mr  Windham,  very  unexpectedly,  came  U> 
me  in  tiie  House  of  Commons,  and  requested  to  speak  to  mt 
for  a  few  momente  behind  the  Speaker's  chair.      «>  I>o  «« 
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recollect,  {aaJd  he),  our  meeting  tt^etiier  at  Adam  Smitli'v  at 
dinner  ?"  "  Most  eertaiiily  I  do," 

"  Do  you  reniemher  having  given  iis  directions  tor  our 
Highhuid  tour,  and  more  especially  to  Btroll  through  the  woods 
between  Dunkeld  and  Bkir  ?"  •'  I  do." 

He  then  added,  "  An  event  took  place  in  consequence  of 
our  adopting  that  advice,  of  which  I  must  now  inform  you, 
Bnrke  and  I  were  strolling  through  tlie  woods,  about  ten 
miles  from  Dunkeld,  when  we  saw  a  young  female  sitting 
under  a  tree  reading.  Burke  immediately  exclaimed.  Let  us 
have  a  tittle  amverxaiiim  wilk  this  solitary  damsel,  and  see  what 
$h«  i*  a/ioul.  We  accosted  her  accordingly,  and  found  that 
she  was  reading  a  recent  novel  from  the  London  press.  We 
asked  her  how  she  came  to  read  novels  ?  how  she  got  such 
books  at  so  great  a  distance  from  the  metropolis;  and  more 
especially  one  so  recently  published  ?  She  answered,  lliat 
she  had  been  e<lucated  at  a  boarding-school  at  Perth,  where 
novels  might  be  had  from  the  circuhiting  library,  and  that  she 
still  procured  them  tliraugh  the  same  channel.  We  carried 
on  the  conversation  for  some  time,  in  the  course  of  which  she 
displayed  a  great  deal  of  smartness  and  talent ;  and  at  last  we 
were  obliged,  very  reluctantly,  to  leave  her,  and  proceed  on 
our  journey.  We  afterwards  found,  that  she  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  proprietor  of  that  neighbourhood,  who  wa.-*  known 
under  the  name  nf '  The  Baron  Maclaren.'  "  I  haie  never 
been  able,"  contiimed  Mr  Windham,  "  to  get  this  beautiful 
mountain  nymph  out  of  my  head,  and  I  wiih  you  to  ascertain, 
whether  she  is  married  or  single."  He  begged  me  to  clear  up 
this  point,  an  soon  as  /mssible,  as  much  of  his  future  happiness 
depended  upon  the  result  of  the  inquiry. 

I  lost  no  time  in  attending  to  this  request,  and  applied  for 
information  to  a  most  respectable  clergyman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood where  Miss  Maclaren  lived,  ((he  Rev,  Dr  Stewart, 
minister  of  Moulin),  who  informed  me,  in  course  of  post, 
that  she  was  married  to  a  medical  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Dick,  who  had  gone  to  the  East  Indies.     Upon  ( 
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ting  this  to  Mr  Windliam,  lie  seemed  very  much  agital 
He  was  soon  afterwards  married  to  tLe  daughter  of  a  half- 
officer.    1  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  liad  Miss  Maclaren 
condnued  single,  he  would  have  paid  her  bis  addresses. 

Some  years  afterwards,  I  happened  to  he  spending  some 
days  at  Duneira,  iji  Perthshire,  with  the  late  Lord  Melville, 
and,  in  the  course  of  our  conversation,  mentioned  the  ahove 
anecdote  of  Mr  Wiiidliam ;  upon  which  the  Ni)b!e  Lord  swd, 
"  I  am  more  interested  in  tiiat  matter  than  you  ima^ne.  You 
must  know,  that  In  company  uith  some  friends,  I  was  riding 
down  from  Blair  to  Dunkeld,  when  we  called  at  Baron  Mac- 
laren's,  where  a  most  beautiful  young  wonmn  desired  to  speak 
with  me.  We  went  accordingly  to  the  bank  of  a  river  near 
her  father's  house,  when  she  said,  "  Mr  Dundns,  I  hear  tfaat 
you  are  a  very  great  man,  and,  what  is  much  better,  a  very 
good  man.  I  will  venture,  therefore,  to  tell  you  a  stent 
Tliere  is  a  young  man  In  this  neighbour! lood,  who  has  a  stroi^ 
attachment  to  me,  and  to  confess  tlie  truth,  I  liave  a  great 
regard  for  him.  His  name  is  William  Dick :  he  has  been 
bred  to  the  medical  profession  ;  and  he  says,  that  if  lie  could 
get  to  be  a  surgeon  in  tlie  East  Indies,  he  would  soon  make 
his  fortune  there,  and  would  send  for  me  to  marry  him.  N<nr 
I  apply  to  you,  Mr  Dundas,  as  a  great  and  a  good  man,  in  hopes 
that  you  can  do  something  for  us ;  and  be  assured,  that  we  skill 
be  ever  grateful,  if  you  will  procure  htm  an  appoiutmenL" 
Lord  Melville  was  so  much  struck  with  the  impressive  man- 
ner of  her  address,  that  he  took  her  by  tlic  hand,  and  said, 
**  My  good  girl,  be  assured,  that  if  an  opportunity  offers,  I  »h«K 
not  forget  your  application." 

Lord  Melville  then  added,  that  some  time  afterwards,  he 
received  a  summons  to  attend  his  duty  in  Parliament ;  and 
in  his  way,  happened  to  visit  a  friend  wJio  was  im  East  India 
Director.  After  diimer,  his  friend  said  to  him,  "  By  the  bye, 
Mr  Dundas,  poUticians,  like  you,  have  many  applications  in 
fiivour  of  young  men,  in  various  lines  of  life.  I  tliink  it  right, 
therefore,  to  tell  you,  that  I  have  at  present,  at  my  disposal, 
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lui  appointment  of  surgeon  in  Uie  service  of  tlie  East  India 
Company,  and  that  it  is  much  at  your  service." 

Lord  Melville  was  ao  much  surprL'ted  at  the  singularity  of 
the  circumstance,  that  he  struck  his  hand  forcibly  agaiiLtt  the 
table  where  they  gat,  and  exclaimed,  witli  mucii  vehemence, 
"  The  very  thing  I  most  anxiously  wished  for."  He  then 
related  liis  adventure  at  Barou  Maclaren's,  greatly  to  the 
amnsement  of  the  India  Director.  Mr  Dick  was  immediate- 
ly  {^pointed  surgeon ;  and  liuviitg  gone  to  the  East  Indies, 
was  soon  placed  in  a  situation  which  enabled  him  to  send  for 
Miss  Maclaren,  to  whom  he  was  married,  and  Mr  Win<llium 
was  thus  disappointed  of  his  northern  alliance.  In  the  course 
of  the  voyage,  and  after  her  arrival  in  tlie  East,  she  had  seve- 
ral offers  ;  but  she  refused  to  hear  of  any  one  but  Dr  Dick. 

Nor  was  tliis  all.  Dr  Dick  having  made  a  handsome  for- 
tune in  the  East  indies  came  home  and  purchased  an  estate, 
called  Tuliimet,  in  the  neiglihouihood  where  he  was  bom. 
There  he  lived  in  a  most  hospitable  manner,  and  Mre  Dick 
and  he  were  highly  and  deservedly  respected.  He  also  had 
a  house  in  London,  where  he  resided  during  the  winter  sea- 
son *  ;  and  having  acquired,  from  his  experience  in  the  Ea.-st 
Indies,  a  great  reputation  for  his  skill  in  tlie  management  of 
liver  eompiainU,  he  was  frequently  consulted  by  hb  Indian 
friends,  respecting  that  disorder.  It  seems  that  Sir  Walter 
Scott  «"ds  afflicted  with  a  comphunt  in  his  Liver,  which  was 
likely  to  prove  fetal  to  him.  Hearing  of  Dr  Dick's  fame.  Sir 
Walter  was  induced  to  apply  to  him  for  advice,  and  by  hit 
meata  the  life  of  that  celebrated  author  was  preserved. 

■  Hii  daugbler  ii  married  to  the  Men  totior  Lord  Hama,  the  Conqueror  or 
nppoo  Sub  1  and  hit  ran  i*  *  diitiiiguiihed  oSicet,  irho  commanded  llii:  48d  Re- 
ginMDl  al  tilt  Battle  of  Waterloo. 


PART  III. 


FEMALE  CORRESPONDENCE. 


' 


'1 


f 


»  I 


1 


FEMALE  CORRESPONDENCE. 


The  fair  sex  liave  long  been  celebrated  for  their  excellence 
in  letter-writing.  The  correspondence  of  Sevignc,  Main- 
tenon,  and  others,  are  considered  mudels  in  that  species  of 
composition.  In  foct,  letters  may  be  regarded  as  "  Oinrrr- 
mtions  m  tVritinff,"  and  should  be  characterised  by  all  that 
ease  and  sprightliness,  by  which  coUoquial  intercourse,  of  the 
superior  sort,  is  uniformly  disting;ui8hed,  and  in  which  fe- 
males are  so  pre-eminent.  As  the  genius  of  the  French  lan- 
guage seems  peculiarly  suited  for  letter-writing,  I  shall  be- 
gin with  those  which  I  have  received  in  that  language,  from 
my  ^r  correspondents. 


THE  PRINCESS  DASCHKOW. 


The  Princess  Daschkow  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
characters  I  ever  met  with.  She  was  of  the  Worontzow  fa- 
mily, and  got  the  name  of  the  learned  Countess  of  Woront- 
zow. Another  sister,  who  was  called  the  hmuhome,  was  rather 
lightly  talked  oif ;  and  a  third,  the  ut/li/,  found  means  however 
to  ingratiate  herself  with  the  Emperor  Peter  III.  and  became 
his  mistress.  The  Princess  Daschkow  one  day  reproached 
her  ugly  sister  for  her  conduct  in  living  with  tlie  Emperor, 
disgracing  her  family,  &c.     "  The  time  may  soon  come,"  said 
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the  Countess  with  indignation,  "  when  you  will  talk  to  me 
in  a  different  style,  and  will  think  yourself  honoured  by  a 
nod."  This  betrayed  Peter's  intentions  to  divorce  his  wife, 
and  to  crown  liis  mistress,  and  occasioned  a  revolutiou,  to 
which  the  jealousy  of  an  elder  sister  not  a  little  coDtribiited. 
The  history  of  the  Princess  is  very  singular.  She  was  mar- 
ried at  fifteen,  at  which  age  she  could  speak  the  French  lan- 
guage only,  but  taught  herself  the  Russian.  She  became  a 
widow  at  twenty-two  ;  and  her  husband  having  left  his  aBain 
in  great  disorder,  she  retired  to  the  country,  and  lived  on 
L,60  a-year,  to  pay  his  debts.  She  devoted  herself  endrely 
to  the  education  of  her  children,  and  for  their  sake  resided  a 
considerable  time  ui  Scotland,  where  slie  placed  her  son  un- 
der the  care  of  the  great  historian  Robertson.  She  after- 
wards travelled,  accompanied  by  her  children,  all  over  Eu- 
rope. So  strong  was  her  appetite  for  power,  that»  when  they 
returned  to  Russia,  she  wished  to  have  her  son  appointed  the 
Empress's  personal  fevourite.  But  Potemkin,  knowing  bei 
boundless  ambition,  very  artfully  contrived  to  defeat  her  pro- 
ject. The  principal  handle  he  made  use  of,  was  the  &ct  rf 
young  Daschkow  having  repeated,  in  a  ridiculous  manner,  in 
the  course  of  a  drunken  frolic,  some  passages  firom  Shakes- 
peare. It  is  astonishing  on  what  trivial  circumstances  givat 
events  may  depend.  Had  t)ie  Princess  succeeded  in  her  viewt, 
the  system  of  the  Court  of  Petersburgh  would  have  been  al- 
tered, and  Russia,  ui  the  midst  of  the  American  war,  wouU 
probably  liave  declared  in  our  tiivour.  She  was  a  kind  <^  mi- 
nister to  the  Empress  in  literary  matters,  being  at  the  headcf 
the  Petersburgh  academy.  She  had  sometimes  a  good  dcaJ 
to  say  with  her  sovereign,  and  knew  every  thing  that  paased 
at  Court. 

The  Daschkow  property  was  valued  at  L.l'2,0OO  per  anKMn; 
but  was  very  ill  managed,  and  much  of  it  was  u-asted  in  buiU- 
ing,  particularly  in  the  erection  of  a  magnificent  palace  al 
Moscow.    The  Princess  was  in  perpetual  difficulties,  but  m 
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too  proud  to  accept  of  aiiy  pecuniary  bounty  Iroin  the  Empress, 
tliough  frequently  proffered. 

1  was  fortunate  enough  to  procure  (rom  Dr  Robertson, 
and  other  eminent  literary  characters  in  Scotland,  letters  of  in- 
troduction to  this  distin^shed  personage,  and  received  from 
her,  during  my  stay  in  St  Petersburgh,  tlie  most  friendly 
marks  of  attention. 

Of  the  letters  which  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  from 
her,  the  following  is  the  only  one  which  I  can  at  present 
discover. 

Letter  from  ha  Princesse  de  DnjKhkoip. 

cc84.  Notembre  V.  S.  1766 
Je  vous  dois  mille  remerdmens,  Monsieur  le  Chevalier, 
pour  les  lettres  charmaDtes  que  j'lu  r^^ue  de  Kiow,  Varsovie, 
et  Vienne.  Si  j'ai  tarde  jusqu'a  present  u  vous  les  accuser, 
0*681  que  je  savois  que  ma  lettre  arriveroit  trop  de  tems  avant 
votre  retour  en  Angleterre.  Continuez,  je  vous  pric,  de  me 
donner  de  vos  nouvelles.  J'ai  deiLX  motifs  pour  vous  feire 
cette  pricre  ;  I",  parce  que  je  prendrai  toujours  un  vif  interet 
en  tout  ce  qui  vous  conceme  ;  et  fl",  parce  que  vous  me  don- 
nerez  par-la  un  temoignage  de  votre  esdme  et  amitie,  qui  me 
flatte  infiniment.  Je  nc  saur^  vous  promettre  un  equivalent 
dajis  notre  correspondance ;  car  nous  n'avons  point  le  meme 
public,  et  nos  nouvelles  ce  bomeroient  an  promoisions,  &c. 
D'ailleurs,  je  n'ai  point  la  presomption  de  croire  que  njes 
lettres  puissent  egaler  les  votres,  qui  sont  ijistructives  et 
agreables.  Enfin,  hi  balance  de  ce  commerce  seroit  en  ma 
&veur;  mais  j'ai  trop  bonne  opinion  de  votre  cceur,  pour  ne 
point  croire  que  vous  trouvez  du  plaisir  n  obliger. 

Cmnme  vous  avez  panit  prendre  interet  dans  les  travaux 

de  I'Academie   Russe,  je  vous  diiai,  qu'aprcs  demain  nous 

imrons  grande  assembl^e  anniversaire,  a  laquelle  Ton  lira  les 

feuilles  deja  imprimee  du  premier  vohune  de  notre  Diction- 

\      naire.  Que  ce  qui  en  est  fait  en  trois  ans  de  tems  est  pro- 

I      diri^ux,  et  nous  mettra  n  merae  de  livrer  au  public,  en  moins 

L. 


152  III.  FEMALE  CORRESPONDENCE. 


1 

mieux  "HH 


d'un  an,  le  premier  volume,  qui  seroit  raieiLX  fait,  mieux  i 
gere,  que  ne  I'ont  etc  les  premieres  editions  des  OictioiinairoF^ 
des  autres  langues,  que  iioua  avons  compare  avec  !e  notre. 
Qu'enfin,  nous  aurons  mieux  tait,  en  quatre  annees,  (et  ceb 
avec  moius  de  ressources),  que  I'Academie  Fran^oiae  n'a  Ht 
en  neuf  ang.  ^ 

Dans  un  de  nos  committcs,  Ton  parla  sur  le  mot  vertu,  tU 
Ton  eu  recours,  non  seulement  aux  Dictionimires  etrangere, 
mais  mcme  a  1' En  cyclopedic :  et  comme  je  pretendai  que  le 
Bens  que  le  mot  impliquoit  utoit  trop  borni?,  je  mis  par  ecrit  ce 
que  je  dis  extempore  a  cette  sceance.  The  partiality  yoa 
liave  shewn  me  makes  me  think  tliat  you  will  read  it  witk 
the  indulgent  eye  of  a  friend ;  I  therefore  inclose  it  here. 
Je  joiua  aussi  le  programme  de  I'autre  Academie,  c'est-iMliR, 
de  I'Academie  des  Sciences. 

Men  ills  est  ici  depuis  trois  semaines :  il  me  clia^e  de 
le  mppeller  a  votre  souvenir.  Dans  quelques  jours  je  senli 
uux  regrets  de  son  depart ;  car  il  doit  etre  avant  la  Cour  i 
Kiow.  Vuila  tout  ce  que  j'ai  le  loisir  de  votu  dire  poor  le 
jiresent,  mon  clier  Chevalier.  Donnez-moi  de  voa  nouTeQci, 
je  vous  en  conjure,  et  croyez-moi,  avec  I'estime  et  la  cosh- 
sideration  la  plus  parfaite,  votre  tres  humble  scrvante, 

1'bincesse  de  Daschkow  •. 


1  owe  jiou  B  lliousand  lliaoks.  Sir,  for  fbe  clisnning  \eUvn  with  whi^  jaa 
fnvdureJ  me  froin  Kiow,  Vsrsovie,  and  Vicnaa.  I  nhoulit  Dot  haie  ao  loM 
dclsfcd  acknowledging  iheir  receipt,  l»d  1  not  been  awnrc,  that  if  I  had^ 
<tri»M-d  yuu  sooner,  my  letter  irould  have  arrived  in  England  before  voo.  I 
U>g  of  you  to  canCiaue  our  cDiretjiondencc.  I  hive  Iwo  reasoiu  (or  imtlif 
■his  request ;  IbI.  bccaUK  I  lake  a  lively  iolernt  in  all  that  concerns  jou  ;  M^ 
:id.  because  you  will  Uiui  give  me  i  proof  of  your  eVeem  and  friendahit^  tf 
whicL  I  am  much  flattered.  I  know  that  I  cannot  promise  you  ma  i  niiiidiar 
in  our  corrBpoiidencc  j  for  our  public  afiairi  are  not  lllv  jours,  mai  my  nan 
would  be  limited  loan  account  of  promotioDg,  Ac.  Boides,  I  hare  not  te 
vuiily  ID  suppose  that  my  Iclteis  could  in  any  degree  sflbrd  the  amusemeat  mJ 
K  found  in  yours.      In  short,  the  balance  in  this  correspoadnKi 

in  my  favour  ;  bm  1  think  loo  well  of  your  goodm^t  of  heart  not  tot*- 

11  you  lake  ■  plesmre  in  conferring  an  obligation. 

ou  appeared  lofMlinterened  in  the  labours  of  the  Russian  Academj.I 
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MADAME  DE  STAEL. 


In  January  1766  I  took  ao  excursion  to  Paris,  and  in  the 
employment  of  my  tame  there,  endeavoured  to  combine  use- 
ful and  agreeable  occupations.  With  that  view,  I  was  ac- 
customed to  spend  my  mornings  witli  the  learned :  to  dine 
with  the  Count  de  Vergenes,  M.  Necker,  and  the  other  dis- 
tingiiislied  statesmen  whicli  France  then  possessed ;  and  to 
dedicate  the  evening  to  the  society  of  the  gay.  Being  a 
Member  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  known  from  my  His- 
tory of  the  Revenue  as  an  author,  1  every  where  met  with  a 
most  friendly  reception.  Having  received  an  invitation  to  a 
&inily  dinner  with  Monsieur  Necker,  I  went  early,  and  had 
the  pleasure  of  finding  the  ladies  occupied  in  a  manner  pecu- 
liarly gratifying  to  llie  national  feelings  of  a  Scotchman;  for 
Madame  Necker  was  reading  Blair's  Sermons,  and  Made- 
moiselle Necker  playing  "  Locha&er  lui  more,"  on  tlie  piano. 

mij  mentioD  (o  you,  thai  on  the  da;  after  la-Ruuran,  we  «re  to  tuvo  our  gnni 
■nniTGisar;  mcering.  a[  which  all  Ihal  has  jcl  been  prinlcd  of  the  1st  volume  of 
our  DicdoDar)  will  be  read.  Tite  progrcu  ihol  has  been  mode  In  three  je«n  ii 
prodigioui,  and  we  shall  now  be  able  to  publish,  in  leas  than  a  year,  the  lint 
•aluine,  which  will  be  better  done,  better  digested,  than  the  Gral  editions  of  any 
Dictionaries  in  other  languagei  with  wbich  we  hate  compared  it.  Indeed,  we 
%hall  have  Bccamplisbed  more  in  four  years,  (and  that,  too,  with  fewer  resources,) 
Ihsu  was  done  by  the  Fnndi  Academy  in  nine. 

At  one  of  our  comioittees,  a  diuussjon  arose  as  to  the  word  tcrdi;  and  re. 
course  was  had  not  only  to  forrign  diclionories,  but  even  to  the  EncyclopitdiB. 
I  thought  that  the  ligniG cation  given  woi  too  limited,  and  I  have  now  written 
down  nbal  I  said  eiteroporc  on  the  lubjecc.  Tbc  parliaiily  you  have  tbewn 
me,  makes  me  Ibink  that  you  will  read  it  with  the  indulgent  eye  of  a  friend  :  I 
therefore  inclwe  it  here-  I  alio  send  you  the  prognumne  of  our  other  Academy, 
I  mean  the  Academy  of  Sciences. 

My  ton  has  been  bere  for  three  weeks.  He  requests  me  to  recall  him  to  your 
remetnb ranee.  In  a  few  days  I  shall  have  to  regret  his  departure,  for  he  must 
be  at  Kiow  before  the  Court.  I  have  not  leisure,  my  Dear  Sir.  to  uy  more  to 
you  at  prescnL  Send  me  all  your  news,  I  entreat  you,  and  believe  me,  with  the 
greatest  esteem  and  rcipeet,  your  very  humble  servant, 

PfUNCEr  or  DaSCHKOW. 
21th  November  1786. 


L 
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Monsieur  Necker,  overwhelmed  by  the  pressure  of  public  bu- 
siness, did  not  appear  till  immediately  before  dinner; 
even  before  the  cloth  was  removed,  be  received  two  or  I 
letters,  which  he  seemed  to  peruse  with  considerable  Lntett 
Madame  Necker  said,  that  they  probably  related  to  the  great* 
political  contest,  wliich  he  was  then  carrying  on  \nih  Mon- 
sieur de  Calonne.  and  whicli  ultimately  terminated  in  tbe  re- 
moval of  that  minister  from  the  helm. 

When  preparing  for  my  return  to  London,  I  sent  a  c 
t«  Madame  Necker,  containing  many  gratefid  acknowIe<i 
ments  for  the  attention  paid  me  by  her  family,  and  a  promts?, 
at  the  same  time,  to  send  her  daughter,  (afterwards  so  cele- 
brated as  M.  de  Staet),  some  Scotch  music,  the  beauties  of 
whicli,  I  hoped,  would  induce  her  to  honour  Scotland  with 
a  visit.  Though  yumig  *,  the  answer  she  sent  is  expressed 
with  that  vivacity  and  elegance  which  distinguished  her  futtiro 
writings  f . 

Madenioisflle  Necker  to  Sir  John  Siytclair. 
Je  suis  bien  recotmoissante  de  I'aimable  attention  de  Mon- 
sieur Suicl^,  et  je  suis  chargee  de  Ten  remercier  au  turn 
de  Maman  et  nil  mien.  Je  chantcrai  ces  idrs  avec  un  int^ret 
nonveau.  La  patric  de  Monsieur  Sinclmr  me  sera  mains 
^trangere.  Nous  serous  charme  de  le  voir.  Moii  pere  et  na 
mere  n'ont  aucune  commission  qu'ila  puissent  le  prier  d'exe- 
cuter;  mais  ils  lui  renonvelleront,  avec  plmsir,  I'asfiurance  dec 
sentimens  distingues  qu'il  leur  a  inspir6  %• 

■  She  was  bom  at  Puii,  on  April  ihe  S£d  1766,  and  conM-rjuent];  wn  Ika 
in  tbe  iwenticlh  feai  of  her  age. 

t  Madame  de  Stael's  Worlu,  when  collected,  anwunt  10  IB  vols  Svo. 
t  Translation. 

I  am  much  gratified  by  the  polite  aiiention  of  Mr  Snclair,  and  I  un  icqutti- 
ed  by  itiy  mother  to  add  to  my  own  Uie  eipresuon  of  her  thanks.  I  «li«H  tfn- 
ihae  ain  with  a  new  interest.  The  cauDtry  of  Mr  Sinclair  sball  no  lonRt  b« 
considered  as  forviga  by  me.  We  sliall  be  delighted  to  sec  it.  >Iy  fuber 
and  mother  haiv  no  commiuion  with  which  they  would  think  of  troubliag  hhn  I 
but  they  renew  with  pleaaure  their  assurances  of  the  particular  esleem  and  icaafd 
with  which  he  hai  inspired  them. 
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At  that  time  Monsieur  Necker  was  so  much  occupied  with 
political  intrigues,  that  lie  devolved,  on  the  female  part  of  his 
family,  the  task  of  entertaining  any  strangers.  He  hud  con- 
trived to  inflmne  the  too  volatile  spirits  of  the  Parisians ;  but 
being  more  of  a  financier  than  of  a  statesman,  he  was  quite 
unfit  "  to  ride  in  the  whirlwind,  and  direct  the  storm." 
Hence  he  became  imintentionally  the  source  of  all  the  mis- 
chiefs and  horrors  of  the  French  Revolution. 

M.  Necker  had  adopted  one  excellent  rule,  *'  To  search  for 
able  men  wherever  they  could  be  found,  and  to  avail  himself 
of  their  labours."  The  truly  useful  minister  is  he  "  who 
does  not  rely  exclusively  on  his  own  information  and  talents, 
but  who  makes  the  most  advantageous  use  of  the  talents  and 
information  of  ottiers." 


MADAME  DG  GEMLIS. 


Among  tiie  writings  which  have  done  the  highest  credit  to 
female  genius,  there  are  none  more  deservedly  admired  than 
those  of  Madame  de  Genlis.  During  a  short  excursion  to 
Paris,  in  January  1766,  1  liad  the  honour  of  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  that  celebrated  authoress,  and  received  an  invi- 
tjttion  to  dine  with  her  at  the  "  Cimvent  tie  Bellechassc,"  where 
she  then  resided.  It  was  intercstuig  for  a  Protestant  to  visit 
in  a  convent,  where,  before  admission,  it  was  necessary  to  un- 
dergo examination  by  a  porter  through  a  grate.  Having  pass- 
ed this  barrier,  1  was  shewn  into  aii  elegant  apartment,  where 
Madame  de  Genlis  was  sitting  with  some  distinguished  Poles 
of  the  Potoski  ^imily.  They  went  away  early,  !>ut  I  remained 
until  the  Duchess  of  Orleans  was  announced,  to  whom  1  had  the 
honour  of  being  introduced.  Madame  Genlis  had  at  that  time 
the  charge  of  educating  the  cliildren  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
which  BO  much  occupied  her  lime  that  she  rarely  saw  stran- 
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gera.  The  illness  of  a  near  relation,  ats  appears  from  Uie  t 
joioed  note,  prevented  my  liaving  another  interview  witJi  t 
distinguished  personage  ;  but  what  !  saw  of  her  proved,  t 
she  was  entitled  to  a^  much  praise  for  her  powers  of  convei 
tion,  as  for  tlie  elegance  and  ability  of  her  writings. 


M»-^ 


Letter  from  Madame  de  Gettlis  to  Sir  John  Sinclair. 
Madame  la  Marechale  d'Etree,  parente  trea  pres  de  I 
dame  de  Genlia,  est  en  apopl^xie ;  et  tant  qu'elle  sera  dans  us 
^tat  dangereus,  il  est  impossible  que  Madame  de  Genlis  s'eD- 
gage  a  diner  dehors.    Elle  prie  Monsieur  de  Sinclair  de  ne  nf  m 
douter  de  Bes  regrets.      Elle  voudroit  bien  ne  pas  le  priver  ^H 
I'echantillon  d'emiul  qu'il  a  bien  voulu  lui  envoyer,  parce  qniifl 
luisuffitdel'avoir  vupoiu-riniiler.   Elleespere  qu' elle  aura  en- 
core riionneur  de  voir  Monsieur  de  Sinchiir  avant  son  depart  *. 

7.  Jwivier  17B6. 


I 


Being  honoured  at  tliat  time  with  the  acquaintance  and 
tHendship  of  three  of  the  most  celebrated  literary  chaiacterB 
in  France,  I  was  accidentally  led  to  celebrate  tlieir  praises  b 
some  English  verses,  with  which  they  expressed  a  d^ree  of 
satisfaction  highly  gratifying  to  the  author.  I  gave  this  shoit 
ode  the  name  of  "  The  Litekahv  Triumviratb." 

Tiie  Lilerartf  Triumvirate. 
Where  real  merit  Jwella,  the  British  muse 
Her  joBt  applauses  never  can  refuse; 
Can  ne'er  refuse  to  praise  a  Buffon's  mind. 
Where  Newton's  depth  to  Bacon's  force  is  joined ; 

•  TranslatioD. 
Madame  ihc  Marechale  d'Etree,  a  very  near  rstiuirc  uf  Madame  de  GoiIb, 
hu  been  seLwd  with  apopleiy  ;  «nd  while  she  caininues  in  her  |ires«iii.  dutfcraw 
state,  Madame  de  CFnlls  cannot  think  ii(  accepting  of  any  dinner  enguonal 
She  begs  Mr  Sinclair  to  accept  the  nuurancc  of  ber  regret.  She  would  baion) 
todcpritehimorthe  piece  ofensitisl  pattern  which  bewiihcdto  tend  ber,  bctaoa 


^tng  Mr  Sinclair  again  before  his  depatti 
7th  January  1786. 


s  for  (be  h 
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Can  neer  refiue  to  praise  a  Neckeb's  page, 
l''iill  of  strong  lactK,  and  meditation  «Bge; 
Or  when  Genlis  sits  down  with  sprightly  e 
Tlie  young  to  leacli,  and  even  t|je  old  to  plea 
Hail  I   Great  Triumvirate  '  may  you  n 
The  Grit,  tlie  depths  of  Science  to  explain, 
Tbe  next,  io  Politici  to  point  the  way. 
The  last,  the  charms  of  Moi-ah  to  display- 

JoMN  SlN< 
Paris,  ISlh  Jonusn  I7M. 

Tlieae  verses  were  soon  tranalaled  into  French  by  Monsieur 
Goddard,  Advocat  aii  Parlemeiit  de  Pitri.i,  and  being  inserted 
in  several  of  the  Paris  newspapers,  were  of  considerable  use 
to  me  aA  an  tntroductioii  to  the  literary  societies  of  that  me- 
tropolis. 

Traduetiim  par  St.  Goddard,  Adrocat  au  Parhment  de  Paris. 

[RAT  LITTEHAI. 


Qaelque  soit  le  climat  oil  regneut  les  talens, 
L'Anglois  Ttt  lenr  porter  le  tribnt  de  sea  chants. 
A  BuFFUN,  poarroit-il  refuser  sod  hommage, 
Lonfqne  dans  nn  seni  homme,  6tonnant  assemblage, 
Des  deux  plua  grands  ^prita  de  la  Gere  Albion, 

enaeoililc,  et  Newton  et  Bacon  ? 
A  Neckek,  pourroit-il,  par  un  lacJie  silence, 
Kefuaer  le  tribnt  de  la  n 
Et  craindre  de  loiier  sea  sub  limes  u 
Ponrroit.il  hesiter  de  celebrer  GcNLis; 
Genlis,  dont  les  lemons  instniisaiit  la  jeanease, 
E^laireot  lage  meme,  et  charrnent  la  vieillease? 
Ah  !  Qne  le  vaa  public  s< 
Triumvirat  famew,  que  tu  eois  immorlel  I 
De  feu  de  sou  genie,  ^lairant  lea  ai 
It  lea  profandev 
Nether  dirigeroit  an  bonhear  des  hnmains, 
Des  chefs  d'nn  grand  etat,  les  pas  trop  incertains ; 
De  la  morale  en  fin,  tout  precepts  st 
.Sous  la  main  de  Genlis,  parviendroit  it  nous  plaire. 
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IV. 
THE  DUCHESS  OF  GORDON. 

This  celebrated  character  was  equally  distrnguished  for  her 
beauty  and  her  talents.  She  lived,  for  many  years  after  her 
marriage,  at  Gordon  Castle,  and  was  die  admiration  and  de- 
light of  all  those  who  visited  it  When  her  fanuly  grew  np^ 
she  resolved  to  spend  the  winters  in  London,  and  at  once  took 
her  station  at  the  head  of  the  feshionable  world  in  that  metric 
polls.  Having  married  her  daughters  to  some  of  the  first  iMH 
blemen  in  England,  (the  Dukes  of  Richmondi  Bedford*  and 
Manchester,  and  the  Marquis  Comwallis),  she  grew  tired  of 
gaiety,  and  frequently  resided  in  Scotland,  more  especially  al 
Kinrara  Cottage,  on  the  banks  of  the.Spey  *.  She  enq>loyed 
much  of  her  time  in  embellishing  that  mountain  residence*  and 
improving  the  situation  of  the  inhabitants  in  its  neighhonr- 
hood.  For  this  purpose  she  established  a  £urming^  society  in 
Badenoch,  which  excited  a  great  spirit  of  improvement  in 
that  part  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  a  singular  circumstance,  to  find  the  same  indiyidual 
who  was  at  the  head  of  fashion  in  London,  dedarine,  that 
after  aU,  ^^  books,  peace,  and  solitude,  were  the  blessings  she 
valued." 


The  followiDg  lines,  addressed  to  the  Duchess  of  Gordon,  give  but  a  ▼wy  in- 
perfect  idea  of  the  beauties  of  Kinrara,  her  Grace's  favourite 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

What  beauteous  scenes  attract  the  ravished  eye. 
Yonder,  behold  !  a  lofty  mountain  rears 
Its  rocky  summits  to  the  azure  sky ; 
Beneath,  each  species  which  the  forest  boasts 
Spread  their  wide  branches  o*er  the  encumbered  dope. 
Amidst  whose  foliage,  bark !  how  the  feathered  tribe 
Chaunt  their  wild  notes,  and  animate  the  scene ; 
Whilst  underneath,  the  bold  and  rapid  Spey 
Pours  forth  its  tribute  to  the  thirsty  main. 


Here  lived  the  lovely  Jane,  who  best  combined 
A  beauteous  form  to  a  superior  mind. 
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Letter  frovt  the  lyuclua  of  Gordon  to  Sir  .Mm  Sinclair. 

Gordon  Oude,  Juiutry  4.  ISM. 

I  can  n-ait  no  longer,  and  feel  tliat  I  have  delayed  tuo  long 
in  claiming  your  protection  and  advice  for  our  in&nt  fanning 
society  in  Badenocli.  1  sent  the  papern,  with  the  plan,  to  be 
printed  at  Inverness,  and  they  have  never  been  returned. 
The  first  copy  was  certainly  due  to  you,  by  every  person  who 
feels,  as  I  do,  the  real  use  you  have  been  of  to  your  country, 
and  which  ages  unborn  will  value  even  more  tliuu  we  do,  1 
need  not  tell  you  how  ignorant,  bow  lazy,  and  uninformed, 
the  lower  ranks  are  in  Badenoch,  particularly  our  weak  sex. 
With  superior  minds,  and  capable  of  every  thing  that  is  great, 
when  brought  into  the  field,  or  any  situation  they  are  fitted 
to  fill,  the  brave  sons  of  the  hiU  sheio  themsetves ;  but  those  on 
whom  fortune  frowns,  and  who  remain  at  home,  are  really 
wretehed.  No  employment,  and  constantly  taken  in  by  their 
better  informed  neighbours.  A  tri/si,  (or  public  market), 
would  preveut  imposition  ;  premiums  would  excite  industry  ; 
and  meetings,  once  or  twice  a-year,  would  create  a  kind  of 
good  will  or  friendship,  that  ought  to  sut>si8t  in  all  ranks  of 
society.  Our  funds  are  as  yet  very  small;  but  I  hope,  when 
the  rich  and  powerful  consider  the  benefit  it  may  be  of  to  the 
hexl  jHirl  if  the  creatimt,  and  certainly  the  most  sublime  and 
beautiful,  they  will  come  forward,  and  enable  us  to  have  a 
woollen  maiiuiactory  in  that  country,  to  give  employment  to 
the  Highland  spinsters. 

The  moment  I  can  get  a  copy  of  the  papers,  1  will  send 
them  to  you. 

It  was  you  who  first  inspired  me  with  that  desire  for  im- 
provement in  the  Highlands,  which  I  now  feel ;  and  I  trust 
to  your  knowledge  and  friendship  for  iDstmction. 

Now  I  have  lost  my  daughters,  agriculture,  and  adorning 
nature,  are  my  only  delights.  Yours  ever,  with  much  esteem, 
&c. 

J.  Gordon. 
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On  the  same  subject,  (llie  Farming  Society  of  Badenocii,) 
1  find  tlie  following  communication: 

Jjetterfrom  the  DucheM  of  Gordon  to  Sir  .John  Sindmr. 
Cordon  Cutle,  Jaaaarf  IS.  I80L 
Inclosed  is  one  of  the  papers  regarding  our  infant  society- 
Yon  love  to  do  good.  Now  is  the  time ;  for  nothing  can  be 
more  idle  or  more  uncomfortable  tlrnn  the  lower  ranks  of  thf 
people  in  the  Highlands.  Do  protect  my  bantling-,  for  1  wisl 
to  make  the  inhabitants  of  the  most  beautiful  country  in  th* 
world,  happy,  rich,  and  independent.     Yours  ever, 

J.  Gordon'. 

Letter  fiom  the  liuckess  of  Gordon. 

Kiorara,  Penb,  igxf  G,  (80|l 
Deail  Sir  John. 

To  do  good  is  your  motto,  imd  at  this  moment  you  can  d* 
a  great  favour  to  Lord  Macdonald.  Mr  M'Pherson,  (Dil- 
wholie),  is  most  anxious  to  be  appointed  factor  to  liis  Lord- 
ship. Had  1  tlie  choice  of  a  hundred,  lie  should  be  the  mil. 
He  is  quiet,  industrious,  much  respected,  well  informed ;  sod 
when  any  disputes  arise  among  the  lower  ranks,  ho  ia  alw^ 
the  peace-maker.  He  is  regular  in  performing  every  monl 
and  political  duty.  I  have  wrote  Lord  Macdonald,  and  be 
may  be  assured  that  he  cannot  6nd  a  better  man. 

The  awful  events  of  each  djiy  fill  me  with  horror  ;  and  ti( 
irritating  neglect  our  great  rulers  shew  to  Scotland,  will  mob 
make  us  as  bad  as  John  Bull. 

There  is  a  report  that  the  Highland  dress  is  to  be  gi»eii 
up.  Adieu  then  to  the  glory  of  the  42d  and  92d  r^imeim 
and  that  noble  spirit  which  distinguishes  the  sons  of  the  tDon*- 
tain. 

I  came  to  meet  the  spring,  and  all  her  lovely  children.  Nit 
a  leaf  on  the  fragrant  birch ;  the  hills  white  witli  snow,  vA 
the  glass  little  above  :30,  Shall  I  rejoice  I  am  here  ?  Boobi 
peace,  and  solitude,  are  the  blessings  I  value.      My 
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nion,  Jane  *,  is  gay  as  a  laric,  and  we  are  planting  and  watching 
every  flower. 

I  saw  the  best  of  wives,  and  the  most  lovely  of  daughters, 
the  day  before  I  left  Ekiinburgh.     Yours  truly, 

J.  Gordon. 


V. 

LADY  CRAVEN. 


I  had  the  honour  of  being  introduced  to  this  fashionable 
lady,  during  a  short  excursion  to  Paris  in  1786.  She  was 
distinguished  for  beauty  and  accomplishments,  and  in  particu- 
lar excelled  in  music.  Visiting  her  one  morning,  I  obser- 
ved a  plain  looking  gentleman,  dressed  like  a  country  squire, 
who  spoke  English  remarkably  well,  though  rather  with  a  fo- 
reign accent  To  my  surprise,  this  turned  out  to  be  the  Mar- 
grave of  Anspach.  We  had  an  interesting  conversation  on 
various  subjects,  which,  it  appears  from  Lady  Craven's  letter, 
No.  2,  he  had  not  forgotten. 

Letters  from  Lady  Craven  to  Sir  John  Sinclair^  No.  1. 
Lady  Craven  has  received  the  map  and  note  Sir  John  Sin- 
clair was  so  good  to  send  to  Lady  Berkeley's  for  her,  and  re- 
turns him  her  thanks.  She  would  be  glad  to  know  if  Robert- 
son the  historian  is  dead  or  not.  She  had  wrote  to  have  a 
complete  set  of  all  his  works  for  the  Margrave's  English  li- 
brary, but  receiving  no  answer,  is  afraid  he  is  dead.  Lady 
Craven  will  be  very  glad  to  entertain  a  literary  correspondence 
with  Sir  John,  having  just  established  a  Literary  Society  here, 
and  would  be  glad  to  have  all  the  information  she  can,  of  what 
is  going  on  in  the  world  of  letters. 


*  Lad  J  Jane  Montagu,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Manchester,  and  the  Duchess 
of  Gordon's  grand-daughter.  Stm  died  young,  univerMlly  lamented  by  all  who 
knew  her. 

VOL.  1.  L 
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An  answer,  directed  to  Lady  Craven,  under  cover  to  his 
Serene  Highness  the  Margrave  of  Brandenbourg  Bareith  and 
Anspach,  at  Anspach  in  Franconia,  will  come  safe,  but  the 
postage  must  be  paid  at  the  office  in  London. 

Triefldorfy  near  Anspach, 
29th  June  ]787. 

No.  2. 

Sir, 
I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  curiosities  you  sent 
me ;  the  pebble  is  particularly  beautiful.  I  shall  return  your 
present  soon  in  a  literary  style,  which  may  entertain  you  and 
your  fair  bride  for  some  moments.  If  I  am  to  believe  the  news- 
papers, you  are  married,  and  1  must,  in  compliance  to  the  oU 
customs  of  England,  wish  you  joy.  I  beg  you  wiU  give  a 
jog  to  the  memory  of  Lord  Fife,  (from  whom  I  have  not 
heard  for  some  time),  and  my  compliments.  Pray,  Sir,  be- 
lieve me  your  most  obedient  servant,  &c. 

Eliz.  Craven. 

Anspach,  21st  March  1788. 

The  Margrave  does  not  forget  you.  Sir.  He  is  in  my  nMia, 
and  when  I  told  him  I  was  writing  to  you,  he  desired  Ms  cob- 
pliments. 


VI. 

LADY  GARDINER. 


My  zeal  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  procured  lae 
a  number  of  female  correspondents,  who  took  an  interest  in 
the  success  of  that  important  department  Having  accident 
ally  met  with  Lady  Gardiner,  she  complained  much  of  tlie 
injury  which  her  crops  had  suffered  from  the  attacks  of  tk 
wire-worm.    I  promised  to  send  her  a  remedy,  which  she  pa* 
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103 


liWiy  acknowledged  in  t!ie  subjoined  note,  and  communicated, 
at  tlie  same  lime,  a  very  inlere»tinf(  fact  regarding  tlie  wood 
of  the  Acacia. 

Lady  Gardiner's  compliments  to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  and  is 
much  flattered,  and  extremely  obliged  by  his  polite  attention 
in  sending  lier  such  a  very  useful  hint  for  destroying  the 
wire-worm,  aiid  which,  as  soon  as  she  has  perused  witli  at- 
tention, she  will  return  to  Sir  John  Sinclair.  She  is  glad 
to  see,  in  the  same  work,  a  treatise  on  tlie  Acacia,  of  which 
wood  she  ventured  to  liave  gate-posts  made  two  years  ago, 
merely  upon  her  own  opinion,  that  from  the  appearance  of  the 
grain  of  tlie  wood,  it  miglit  be  as  durable  as  oak. 

la  Upper  Wimpolu  Strecl. 
June  1.  1B13, 


MiSS  MARIA  EDGEWORTH. 

From  similarity  of  pursuits,  I  had  become  acquainted  with 
the  late  Mr  Edgeworth,  who,  though  possessed  of  very  con- 
siderable talents,  will  probably  be  more  distinguished,  as  the 
father  of  Miss  Marb  Edgewortli,  than  for  Lis  personal  merits, 
however  respectable.  There  is  no  authoress  who  baa  done 
more  credit  to  her  se.x  and  coujitry,  than  Miss  Edgeworth, 
and  I  was  happy  in  an  opportunity  of  attending  to  her  re- 
quest, contiuned  in  the  following  letter : 


Letter  from  MUs  Maria  Edgetoorlh  to  Sir  John  SiHt/tnr. 
Ardbrensn  Houw,  Odob^  19.  I9IS. 

Though  my  acquaintance  with  Sir  John  Sinclair  be  very 
slight,  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  him,  presuming  that 
he  will  have  the  goodness  to  execute  a  little  commission  for 
me.  In  this,  or  the  last  month's  Agricultural  Magazine,  wo 
have  seen  a  letter  to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  taken  from  the  'I'rans- 
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actions  of  the  Caledonian  Horticultural  Society,  on  the  me- 
rits of  the  Carlisle  codlin  apple.  Some  friends  of  mine,  ca- 
rious in  these  things,  desire  to  introduce  it  into  this  coontry, 
and  I  have  undertaken  to  apply  to  Sir  John  Sinclair  to  pro- 
cure me  a  slipping  or  two  of  this  apple.  If  he  is  so  obliging 
as  to  comply  with  this  request,  he  will  be  so  good  to  order 
that  the  slipping  shall  be  cut  to  the  length  of  a  common  siied 
October ;  then  let  it  be  wrapped  roimd  with  moss,  and  put 
between  two  covers  of  an  old  octavo  volume,  or  pastebonds 
of  that  size,  and  directed,  under  cover,  to  Miss  Edgeworth, — 
under  a  second  cover,  to  Sir  E,  B.  Baker,  Bart.  CaMe^  DMau 
He  will  forward  it  to  me.  Sir  John  Sinclair's  desire  to  pro- 
mote every  species  of  improvement  is  so  well  known,  tJmt  I 
have  reason  to  trust  he  will  pardon  me  for  giving'  Kim  this 
trouble. 

I  liave  the  honour  to  be  his  obedient  humble  servant, 

Maria  Edgeworth. 

My  answer,  as  it  expresses  the  respect  I  entertain  for  my 
ingenious  correspondent,  I  beg  leave  to  subjoin. 

Madam, 

It  will  give  me  particular  pleasure  to  obey  the  commands 
of  a  Lady,  from  whose  literary  labours,  both  my  family  and 
myself  have  derived  so  much  entertainment  and  instmction. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  have  taken  the  Carlisle  codlin 
under  your  "  PatronageJ^  Be  assured  that  it  will  occasion 
you  no  ^^  Ennui ;"  and  that  it  will  be  found  as  valuable  a  pn>» 
duction  as  could  be  introduced,  either  "  To-morrtno^*  or  at  any 
other  period,  into  Ireland  *. 

To  do  justice  to  this  useful  article,  your  trees  should  be 
planted  about  this  season  of  the  year.  They  are  too  bulky 
to  be  transmitted  from  this  part  of  England,  but  I  indote  t 
few  lines  to  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  who,  I  am  sure,  will,  irith 


*  Alluding  to  the  titles  of  some  of  Miss  Edgeworth'a  TVdea. 
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much  pleasure,  supply  you  and  your  friends  with  as  many 
young  trees  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  the  experiment  a  fidr 
trial,  how  £eu*  they  are  suited  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  your 
vicinity. 

I  should  think  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  sending 
the  trees  from  Carlisle  to  Workington,  and  from  thence  to 
any  part  of  Ireland. 

For  grafts,  or  cuttings,  the  month  of  March  is  the  proper 
season,  and  you  may  rely  on  my  sending  you  some  for  trial, 
under  Sir  £.  B.  Baker's  cover,  though  there  is  a  great  risk  of 
their  becoming  too  dry  for  vegetation  in  their  journey  to  Ire- 
land. 

I  heard,  with  much  regret,  of  the  loss  you  lately  sustained, 
having  had  the  pleasure  of  Mr  Edgeworth's  acquaintance,  and 
occasionally  an  epistolary  correspondence  with  him.  He  pos- 
sessed great  abilities,  which  he  devoted  to  useful  purposes,  and 
the  blank  he  has  occasioned  will  not  easily  be  made  up. 

If  you  should  ever  come  to  this  part  of  England,  I  hope 
that  you  will  frivour  Lady  Sinclair  and  this  femily  with  a 
visit  You  will  find  in  this  house  a  number  of  admirers,  and 
your  works  inhabiting  every  room  in  it 

With  my  respects  to  Mrs  Edgeworth,  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  with  much  esteem.  Madam,  your  fEuthful  and  obedient 
servant 

OmUy  Lodge,  Ham  Common,  Surrey, 
31it  Oct.  1817. 

N.  B. — A  gardener  to  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  in  this 
neighbourhood,  had,  last  year,  a  bushel  and  a  half  of  apples 
from  a  young  Carlisle  codlin  *. 

I  was  happy  to  find,  by  the  subjoined  letter  from  Miss 
Eldgeworth,  that  her  wishes  to  establish  the  Carlisle  codlin 
in  Ireland  had  been  successful. 


*  It  it  now  found,  that  the  Manx  codlin  is  still  more  prolific* 
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£dgeworth*8  Towd,  April  2.  18ia 

Sir, 

Your  most  obliging  note  reached  me  this  day ;  and  witk  it 
I  safely  received  the  nicely  packed  cuttings  of  the  Carlisle 
codlin.  I  am  very  much  obliged  for  your  wonderfully  poiMS 
tual  recoUection  of  your  promise ;  and  I  am  the  more  grate- 
ful, as,  notwithstanding  all  my  endeavours,  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  obtain  the  trees.  All  people  are  not  as  punctual 
as  Sir  John  Sinclair. 

The  Bishop  of  Carlisle  did  all  he  could ;  but  he  was  absent 
from  tlie  country,  and  in  London,  at  the  time  I  ^erote.  Mr 
Curwen  has  however,  promised  to  have  the  trees  sent  to 
Drogheda  for  me.  I  am  so  independent  now,  by  your  good- 
ness in  sending  me  these  cuttings,  that  I  can,  at  all  eventB, 
do  without  the  trees. 

I  wish  there  was  any  conunission  I  could  execute  in  this 
country  for  you. 

I  will  vrnte  to  my  bookseller  for  the  sermon  of  Dr  Chal- 
mers which  you  recommended.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  obliged  humble  servant, 

Maria  Edgeworth. 


VIII. 
MRS  ABINGTON. 

• 

I  had  occasionally  an  opportunity  of  meeting  with  this  cele- 
brated actress  at  Lord  Fife's  house  in  London,  and  could  not 
fail  to  be  highly  gratified  with  the  elegance  of  her  manneni 
and  the  wit  and  spirit  of  her  conversation.  Not  being  aoeus* 
tomed  to  write  down  what  passed  at  a  convivial  table,  like  nj 
friend  Boswell,  I  only  recollect  one  of  her  "  bon  mots,**  "  I 
never  wished,"  (she  said),  "  to  be  acquainted  with  a  pabfit 
character,  who  has  not  been  abused  in  the  newspapers.    I 
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then  passionately  desire  his  acquaintance,  for  I  am  sure  that 
there  is  something  superior  about  him  to  excite  the  envy  of 
the  malevolent" 

The  following  note  will  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  her  style 
of  writing. 

64.  Mount  Street,  May  11.  1800. 

Mrs  Abington  is  most  extremely  sensible  of  Sir  John  Sin- 
clair's goodness,  in  allowing  her  the  perusal  of  the  invaluable 
work,  with  which  it  has  pleased  him  to  favour  the  public ;  and 
returns  it  with  ten  thousand  thanks.  She  is  miserable  in  not 
being  able,  at  this  moment,  to  send  the  discourse  she  mention- 
ed to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  when  she  had  the  honour  of  meeting 
him  at  Lord  Fife's. 

The  gentleman  she  lent  it  to,  has  taken  it  with  him  to  the 
country,  where  he  is  gone  for  a  few  days ;  but  at  his  return 
Mrs  Abington  will  be  particularly  careful  to  send  it  to  White- 
haU. 


IX. 

MISS  JOANNA  BAILLIE. 

Tliere  is  no  dramatist  of  modem  times,  more  distinguished 
for  splendour  of  genius,  or  poetic  powers,  than  Miss  Joanna 
Baillie.  In  her  style  of  composition  she  often  resembles 
Shakespeare.  It  was  much  to  be  lamented,  therefore,  that 
her  plays,  though  fitted  to  make  a  powerful  impression  in  the 
closet,  were  less  adapted  for  representation  on  the  stage ;  and 
that  she  had  taken  a  particular  prejudice  against  the  London 
Theatres,  in  consequence  of  a  play  written  by  her,  though  pos- 
sessed of  great  merit,  not  having  succeeded. 

From  respect  to  her  great  talents,  and  desire  to  see  them 
successfully  employed,  I  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  her, 
the  composition  of  a  tragedy,  more  adapted  for  stage  effect ; 
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and  as  an  inducement  to  undertake  the  task,  proposed  that  die 
should  dedicate  the  profits  of  the  play  to  a  specific  charitaUe 
purpose.  I  had  sketched  out  the  plan  of  a  tragedy,  <<  Om  Ae 
Fall  of  Darius^^*  which  seemed  to  me  an  excellent  subject; 
and  had  sent  the  plan  to  Dr  Baillie,  to  be  communicated  to 
his  sister.  The  following  is  the  reply  which  I  received  from 
the  Doctor,  inclosing  Miss  Baillie's  answer  to  my  pitqposaL 
As  it  does  her  much  credit,  I  think  it  right  to  preserve  her 
letter  in  this  publication. 

Vow.  M.  I805l 

Dear  Sir, 
I  inclose  to  you  my  sister's  answer  relative  to  your  propiH 

sal.     I  hope  it  may  prove  serviceable  to  Mr -*%  fiumly, 

if  it  be  agreeable  to  them  to  be  assisted  in  this  way. 

The  public  will  be  gratified  when  your  work  upon  heaU 
and  longevity  comes  out,  as  it  will  comprehend  every  thiag 
which  is  known  upon  this  important  subject  I  remain.  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant^ 

M.  Baiixie. 

Hampstead,  October  19.  180& 

My  Dear  Brother, 
I  have  considered  the  proposal  contained  in  Sir  John 
Sinclair's  letter,  and  the  ingenious  sketch  for  a  trag^edy  that 
accompanies  it,  with  the  attention  they  deserve  ;  and  very 
much  regret,  it  is  not  in  my  power,  to  make  the  good  use  of 
them  which  he  does  me  the  honour  to  suppose  I  might,  and 
which  I  should  have  so  much  pleasure  in  attempting.  Yon 
may  well  know  I  am  so  circumstanced,  that  I  cannot  poflriUj 
offer  any  play  for  representation  to  either  Drury  Lane  or 
Covent  Garden,  nor  suffer  one  of  my  writing  to  be  offered  to 
either  of  those  theatres  through  any  medium  whatever.  To 
give  up  all  idea,  however,  of  being  useful  to  a  worthy  fiunily, 
on  whom  bad  fortune  has  borne  so  hard,  is  very  painful  tome; 
and,  therefore,  though  I  cannot  undertake  what  Sir  John  has 
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pointed  out,  there  is  another  way  in  which  I  might  attempt 
to  serve  tliem ;  and  if  it  sliould  meet  with  his  approbation, 

and  be  at  the  same  time  perfectly  agreeable  to  Mr 

and  his  &mily,  I  shall  set  myself  to  work  in  it  most  {.'hcer- 
fuUy ;  that  U,  to  write  a  tragedy  upon  some  interesting,  but 
more  private  and  domestic  story  than  tliat  of  Darius,  whicli 
appears  to  me  only  fitted  for  the  splendour  of  a  large  theatre, 
and  to  put  it  into  Sir  John's  hands,  to  be  offered  to  the 
Edinburgh  theatre,  or  any  theatre  in  the  united  kingdom 
he  may  think  proper,  those  of  London  excepted.  If  the 
piece  should  prove  successful,  though  it  might  not  bring  in  a 
large  sum  from  representation,  yet  it  might  be  published  af- 
terwards, iti  any  way  that  should  be  thought  most  advanta- 
geous for  Mr and  his  family,  (whose  property  I 

should  completely  consider  it  as  having  become),  and  produce 
something  considerable. 

1  beg  you  will  communicate  this  proposal  to  Sir  John 
Sincbtir,  along  with  my  acknowledgments  for  the  obliging 
expressions  on  my  account  conlaijied  in  his  letter,  and  for  the 
pleasure  I  have  received  in  reading  his  outline  of  a  tragedy, 
which,  if  properly  filled  up,  would  no  doubt  make  a  striking 
spectacle  in  s  grand  theatre  such  as  Drury  Lane. 

When  he  has  considered  it,  I  hope  he  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  let  you  know  his  opinion,  without  loss  of  time  ;  and 
if  it  is  finvourable,  no  exertion  in  ray  power  shall  be  wanting 
to  complete  the  work. 


The  play  having  been  composed,  was  represented  on  the 
GdinbuTgh  stage.  I  was  not  present,  but  received  from  a 
correspondent  there,  the  following  account  of  the  reception  it 
met  witli. 

**  Mist)  Baillie's  play  went  off  with  loud  applause.  The 
house  was  very  full,  and  it  is  to  be  repeated  every  night  this 
week.     Henry  Mackenzie  furnished  an  excellent  epilogue. 
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Some  of  the  critics  here,  think  the  inferior  cfaaracten  luiTe 
too  much  to  do,  as  they  were  very  badly  sustained  here ;  bol 
that  objection  would  be  obviated  on  a  London  theatre." 

Upon  sending  this  account  of  the  reception  her  play  had 
met  with  at  Edinburgh,  to  Miss  Baillie,  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  receiving  the  following  communication  from  her  : 

^'  Miss  J.  Baillie  presents  her  compliments  and  th«iTifcg  to  Sr 
John  Sinclair,  for  the  honour  of  his  obliging^  note,  and  the 
extract  of  a  letter  which  accompanied  it  Nothings  can  be 
more  highly  gratifying  to  her,  tlian  the  very  £Etvourable  recep- 
tion her  Highland  play  has  met  with  from  her  countrymen  at 
Edinburgh,  and  the  kind  interest  her  friends  every  where 
have  taken  in  its  success ;  and  it  is  an  addition  to  her  satis- 
faction to  think,  that  it  may  still,  in  one  way  or  other,  be 
made  of  some  small  use  to  the  family,  for  whose  benefit  it 
was  originally  written,  if  such  assistance  should  still  be  want- 
ed *. 

•*  Hampstcad,  February  7.  1810." 


X. 
MRS  HANNAH  MORE. 


There  are  few  authors,  in  modern  times,  who  have  been  of 
more  service  to  religion  than  Mrs  Haiuiah  More,  and  it  ww 
upon  that  subject  that  I  had  occasion  to  correspond  with  her. 


•  In  tlie  Scotch  Magazine  for  February  1810,  there  is  a  critical  analvflbaf 
Miss  Baillie*s  play,  to  which  she  had  given  the  name  of  **  The  Family  XjescadL** 
Its  appearance,  it  is  said,  ought  to  be  considered  as  forming  an  era  in  thelitciiiT 
history  of  Edinburgh  ;  for  since  Douglas,  no  tragedy  had  made  its  first  anpcanaec 
on  the  Edinburgh  stage,  or  at  least  had  attracted  general  attention.  IIm  bno- 
ties  of  the  Family  lA*gcnd  indeed  arc  such,  as  to  establish  its  claim,  to  be  rankfd 
as  a  popular  and  pleasing  addition  to  our  stock  of  acting  plays. 
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My  oldest  daiig;bt«r  *  had  left  behind  her  a  letter  on  tlie 
Principles  of  the  Christian  Faith,  a  copy  of  which  I  sent  to 
Mrs  More,  requestinjf  her  opinion  of  it.  Her  answer  was  so 
e.xtremcly  favourable,  tliat  I  have  much  pleasure  in  subjoin- 
ing it.  Wlien  it  was  known  that  the  work  had  mot  witli  the 
sanction  of  Mrs  Hannah  More,  its  popularity  rapidly  increased, 
anii  it  lias  already  gone  through  sixteen  editions. 

LetUr/rom  Mrs  Hataiah  More  to  Sir  John  Sinclmr. 

81R, 
I  feel  much  gratified  at  receiving  from  your  liimd,  tlie  va< 
hiahle  little  work  you  have  dune  me  the  houotu-  of  sending  me. 
1  know  not  whether  I  should  must  congratulate  you  on  having 
possessed  such  a  daughter,  or  sympatliLsf  with  you  on  having 
lost  her.  It  Ls  delightful  to  reflect,  that  while  she  is  gone  to 
join  the  society  above,  for  which  her  whole  life  seems  to  have 
been  a  preparation,  she  has  perpetuated  her  name  by  this 
valuable  epistle  ;  and  not  only  her  name,  but  her  desire  of 
doing  good,  for  which  she  seems  to  have  had  a  peculiar  voca- 
tion. 

She  was,  indeed,  a  most  extraordinary  yoiuig  lady.  Her 
views  of  the  Christian  religion  are  very  deep.  She  has  ta- 
ken, in  a  short  space,  a  comprehensive  survey  of  its  doctrines. 
These  doctrines,  in  her  estimation,  are  not  merely  a  beauti- 
ful theory,  consisting  of  speculative  dogmas,  but  the  sound 
substratum  of  all  practical  holiness.  Every  other  way  of  con- 
sidering tills  all-important  subject.  Is,  in  my  opinion,  danger- 
ous and  delusive.  Those  who  divide  doctrine  from  practice, 
of  whteli  we  have  lately  heard  so  many  unhappy  instances, 
sefiarate  what  the  Scriptures  have  joined  in  indissoluble  union. 
This  young  lady's  life  seems  to  have  furnished  an  admirable 
comment  on  her  writing :  She  wrote  as  she  lived ;  she  prac- 
tised as  she  believed. 

I  triL«t  that  this  posthumous  publication,  will  not  only  have 
llie  happiest  effects  on  the  beloved  sisters,  for  whose  use  it 

Her  death  look  plarr  on  Mny  ihc  !2i),  1818. 


172  III.  FEMALE  CORRESPONDENCE. 

was  more  particularly  intended,  but  on  as  many  as  ahall  per- 
use it,  particularly  on  those  of  her  own  sex,  age,  and  rank  in 
life.  Of  her  it  may,  with  peculiar  emphasis,  be  said,  tlat^ 
being  dead,  she  yet  speaketh. 

I  enter  exactly,  Sir,  into  the  sentiment  with  wliich  yun 
conclude  your  preliminary  address ;  the  very  chaiacter  and 
exemplary  life  which  so  happily  fitted  her  for  the  blessed  stile 
on  which  she  has  entered,  unspeakably  sharpen  the  feelii^ 
and  aggravate  the  loss  of  her  afflicted  relatives. 

Cordially  wishing  you.  Sir,  and  your  mournings  fiunily,  aD 
the  consolations  which  religion  can  bestow,  and  there  are  no 
others  worth  the  name,  I  remain,  with  much  respect.  Sir,  yoar 
very  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

Hannah  More. 

Barley  Wood,  near  Bristol, 
June  la  1818. 


XL 

MRS  FROWD, 
The  Friend  of  Mrs  Hannah  More. 

Among  the  various  literary  works  which  I  am  aiudous  to 
bequeath  to  posterity,  there  is  none  respecting  which  I  feel  a 
greater  anxiety,  than  a  Digest,  or  Code  of  Religion ;  and  havine 
transmitted  to  Mrs  More  an  introduction  and  plan  of  the  workf 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  letter  from  Mrs  Frowd,  a 
friend  of  Mrs  More,  dated  Barley  Wood,  June  20.  1820,  of 
wliich  the  following  is  an  extract : 

^'  I  lament  exceedingly  to  inform  you,  that  in  consequence 
of  a  long  suffering,  and  almost  hopeless  illness,  Mrs  Hannak 
More  has  been  for  very  many  weeks  indebted  to  my  feeble 
pen,  (a  friend  staying  with  her),  to  answer  her  letters.  Since 
the  time  she  was  favoured  with  a  former  letter  from  you   Sir, 


III.  FEMALE  CORRESPONDENCE.  173 

(I  think  before  Christmas),  she  has  been  a  close  prisoner  in 
her  chamber,  and  for  upwards  of  three  months  past,  has  been 
confined  to  her  bed  or  80&,  alarmingly  ill ;  and  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  she  still  continues  in  a  very  weak,  suffering,  and  unre- 
covered  state. 

**  Mrs  More  commissions  me  with  her  best  acknowledg- 
ments for  your  last  letter.  She  desires  me  to  say,  that  she 
greatly  approves  of  the  plan  of  your  work,  and  iiilly  appre- 
ciates the  laboui;  and  research  which  must  have  been  used,  to 
bring,  into  the  compass  designed,  so  large  and  interesting  a 
mass  of  religious  and  moral  information  and  improvement. 
The  method  and  arrangement  of  it  also,  she  thinks  highly  use- 
ful ;  the  deductions  arising  firom  considerations  of  the  human 
mind  and  body,  being  novel,  will  be  likely  to  be  very  strik- 
ing, as  they  are  certainly  intelligible  to  all  moderately  inform- 
ed persons. 

*^  She  desires  me  to  say,  it  is  her  sincere  opinion,  that  the 
work  will  be,  as  a  whole,  extremely  interesting  and  benefi- 
cial ;  but  with  respect  to  the  assistance  you  are  so  obliging  as 
to  hope  firom  her,  it  would  be  impossible  she  could  render  any, 
under  the  present  sad  circumstances  of  her  declining  health, 
she  not  being  even  competent  to  common  correspondence,  or 
reading,  excepting  in  a  very  limited  degree,  on  account  of  a 
complaint  she  has  been  a  long  time  troubled  with*  in  her  eyes ; 
independent  of  which,  Mrs  Hannah  More  says,  she  could  not 
presume  any  aid  of  hers  would  be  acceptable,  towards  the  ac- 
complishment of  so  learned  and  scientific  a  work." 


^L' 
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NAVAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Introductory  Hints,  coniaining  my  Correspondence  with  the  late 
Lord  Mulgrave,  regarding  the  naval  strength  of  Great  Bri" 
tain,  compared  to  that  of  France  and  Spain. 

I  HAVE  always  been  impressed  with  the  most  exalted  ideas 
of  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  British  seamen  *.  Their  charac- 
ter reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  the  country,  and  they  con- 
stitute its  real  strength.  When  I  became  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Conmions  therefore,  I  was  shocked  to  hear  a  naval 
officer,  highly  distinguished  in  the  service,  and  who  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  (Lord  Mulgrave),  stat- 
ing opinions  in  Parliament,  which  seemed  to  depreciate  the 
nautical  strength  and  power  of  the  British  navy,  when  com- 
pared to  the  fleets  which  France  was  capable  of  producing. 
Having  studied  the  subject  maturely,  and  collected  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  in  support  of  the  opinions  I  maintained, 
I  resolved,  instead  of  attacking  the  Noble  Lord  in  the  House 
to  write  a  tract  upon  the  subject,  as  a  more  durable  mode  of 
giving  my  sentiments  to  the  public  f . 

*   Peter  the  Great  said,  «  If  I  had  not  been  Cxar  of  Muscovy,  I  would  have 
wished  to  have  been  an  English  Admiral." 

f   Among  a  number  of  other  communications  approving  of  the  tract,  the  foU 

VOL.  1.  M 


178  IV.  NAVAL  COttRESPONDENCE. 

Having  thought  it  right,  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  tract  to  Lord  Mulgrave,  I  was  some 
time  afterwards  favoured  with  the  following'  ans^irer  from  liis 
Lordship,  in  which  he  has  stated  the  expressions  actually  made 
use  of  by  Iiim  in  Parliament,  respecting  the  comparatiTe 
strength  of  the  fleets  of  England  and  France,  and  justifia 
the  opinions  he  entertained  upon  that  subject. 


Letter  from  Lard  Mulgrave  to  Sir  John  Sim 

<*  Courageux,  Spithcad,  June  22.  1782. 
"  Sir, 

"  A  severe  illness,  which  obliged  me  to  go  to  Bath,  has  praveated 
me  from  acknowledging  sooner  the  receipt  of  your  note  addressed  to 
me  at  this  place,  accompanying  yonr  very  ingenious  pamphlet;  asd 
from  returning  my  thanks  to  you,  for  your  polite  attention,  in  con- 
municating  to  me  your  observations,  on  opinions  supposed.to  have  beet 
delivered  by  me  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

'*  It  is  not  at  all  surprising,  if  my  expressions  are  sometimes  iosD' 
curate,  as  I  never  speak  with  any  other  preparation  than  that  of  die 
best  information  on  the  subject  which  my  industry  can  procure^  d- 
ways  making  use  of  the  expressions  whicb  suggest  themselTes  at  tki 
moment  to  convey  my  thoughts,  without  any  premeditated  airangenieil 
of  words.  It  is  also  impossible  for  any  person,  particalarlv  one  in  o^ 
fice,  who  speaks  frequently  in  Parliament,  so  to  guard  and  qoiffiT 
every  argument  be  uses,  that  it  may  not  be  construed  to  mean  sooM* 
thing  widely  different  from  what  the  speaker  intended,  and  to  rehia 


lowing  from  Morris  Robinson,  Esq.  M.  P.,  ai\erwards  Lord  Rokeby»  was  pt- 
culiarly  gratifying. 

Dear  Sib, 
I  consider  myself  as  much  honoured  by  your  sending  me  your  book.  I  hnt 
read  it,  and  have  no  scruple  to  affirm  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  rcspectaMe ' 
ever  published  by  a  native  of  this  island.  In  it  you  have  fully 
the  power  Great  Britain  possesses,  of  maintaining  a  naval  force,  superior  man 
establishment  the  resources  of  France  are  enabled  to  furnish.  That  is  to  tm 
material  m  consideration  at  all  times,  but  peculiarly  so  in  the  present  Trinmtiw  rf 
afiUrs,  that  you  are  undoubtedly  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  your  countrymen  fa 
your  peiformance ;  and  I  beg,  in  particular,  you  will  accept  those  of  your  tA 
ful  bumble  lervanty 

Moaiiis  Roj 
January  9.  Cbr 
Portland 
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to  subjects  which  be  hud  not  at  the  time  in  his  consi deration,  by  ta- 
king it  independent  of  what  it  is  connected  with  in  ihfl  speech,  and 
ivithouE  its  immediate  relation  to  the  enbject  in  debate.  1  say  thiH 
from  my  own  experience,  as  I  have  sametinieH  fonnd  that  I  have  been 
mistaken  by  petaons  of  the  fairest  intentions.  But  it  has  also  fre- 
(juenily  happened  to  me,  that  my  opponents  hare  taken  a  more  con- 
venient timu  candid  way  of  answering  me,  by  first  misrepreaeolin^ 
what  1  hud  said,  and  then  answering  their  own  misrepresentation. 
This  has  liappened  to  oic  more  than  once  with  respect  to  the  expres- 
sion you  allnde  to.  But  as  I  am  sensible  that  when  I  speak  in  I'ar- 
linment,  1  am  much  more  iiidebled  to  the  indulgence,  than  entiik>d  lo 
the  attention  of  the  House,  I  never  tronhled  them  with  explnnntiuns, 
except  in  points  of  fact,  which  related  strictly  to  the  business  heforo 
the  House,  and  the  department  to  which  I  belonged.  I  mast  add, 
that  I  have  seldom  found  Almon's  Publication  of  Debates,  which  you 
quote,  accurate  as  to  what  I  said.  1  mention  all  this  lo  shew,  that  I  see 
many  probable  canses  of  mistake,  and  I  have  no  doubt  yon  really  did 
conceive  you  were  answering  arguments  and  correcting  errors  of  mine, 
when  you,  with  the  must  laudable  intentions,  so  happily  displayed,  in 
your  Thoughts  on  the  Naral  Strength  of  the  British  Empire,  tlie 
great  variety  of  information  on  many  branches  of  that  extensive  sub- 
ject, which  yon  liave  collected  with  so  much  industry,  digested  with 
so  much  precision,  and  communicated  with  so  much  elegance. 

"  It  has  however  happened  to  me,  ftom  I  know  not  which  of  the 
above-mentioned  causes,  to  have  been  totally  mistaken  by  you. 

"  In  the  first  place,  the  expressions  imputed  to  me  were  not  mine, 
aud  in  the  second  place,  tlie  drift  nf  my  argument  is  totally  mistaken. 
My  expression,  as  nearly  as  1  can  recollect,  in  words,  and  I  am  sore 
precisely  in  sulwtance,  was,  '  Ttmt  the  Navy  of  the  HouMe  of  Bour- 
bmi  auut  be  mperior  lo  that  of  thu  country,  tebenevrr  ihe  French 
wtre  free  from  a  continental  war,  and  thoulit  emjday  their  resourcet 
anil  atlenlion  to  that  particular  department.'  You  must  remember 
that  it  was  a  fretjuent  topic  of  the  invective  of  the  late  opposition  to 
the  King's  government,  that  the  .Admiralty  had  not  a  superiority  in 
number  of  ships  over  the  House  nf  Bourbon.  .Any  inferiority  of  a 
fleet,  an  eqtiality,  or  even  a  small  superiority,  were  mentioned  as  in- 
Rtance*  of  criminal  neglect.  It  trtin  in  annwer  lo  one  of  these  asser- 
tions that  my  expressions,  which  have  been  so  much  mistaken,  and 
»o  Irequently  misrepresented,  were  used.  It  was,  I  conceived,  nnue- 
ceasary  to  declare,  that  1  was  not  giving  a  dissertation  upon  all  ilie 
variona  branches  which  cuiistiinle  inival  strength,  when  ilie  argument 
mly  1«  spoak  of  llie  number  of'  shipi,  and  to  contend  thai  it 
tJie  efforts  nf  this  country  at  iliii  period  with  former 
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onea,  and  not  with  tliose  u(  the  enemy,  that  th«  conduct  of  (be  Ad- 
toiralty  was  lo  be  judged  uf.  Tbe  drift  of  my  argament  was  tten- 
fore  nmch  mislakeu,  by  applying  that  to  every  hntDcli  of  naval  streo^, 
wlikli  related  only  to  ship  building.  The  opinion  thus  Httiited,  I 
doubt  whether  you  differ  from.  You  certainly  have  not  rerul«d. 
The  idea,  that  the  Navy  of  the  Hodhp  of  Bourbon  must  be  unpetiin 
to  tliat  of  this  country,  expressed  in  tht^  moat  unqnalified  Xenot,  hwj 
1  maintained  it,  would  not  have  lieen  a  new  one,  since  the  condwi 
of  our  ablest  RtateHmen,  from  tbe  time  of  the  fimt  partition  ureaty,  U 
the  advice  of  Lord  (.'batham  to  declare  war  with  Spain,  on  the  faanh 
compact  being  formed,  appears  to  have  been  influenced  by  that  opi- 
nion. To  have  shewn  that  any  asBertions  really  txuning  from  bm 
were  '  perfectly  ill-foa tided,'  it  would  have  been  neceasary  for  rVB  H 
prove,  that  this  country  alone  can  fuminb  a  larger  namber  of  ibn 
uf  the  line  than  the  House  of  Bourbon,  when  France  and  Spain  w- 
ply  all  tbeir  resources  to  that  object,  which  I  think  you  have  Dot  tt- 
templed  to  do.  The  aifsertion,  that  the  times  of  King  WQKam  nJ 
Queen  Anne  famished  instances  of  the  navy  of  France  alone  lanif 
been  euperior  to  that  of  England,  when  they  directed  their  whole  •■ 
tention  to  that  object,  yon  are  eo  far  from  having  refuted,  ifau  na 
have  proved  it. 

"  A  speculative  opinion,  however  ingrcniuus,  is  no  contradktiMtf 

an  hittoricnl  fact,  stating  what  was  really  the  case When  ran  ul 

OS  that  tlie  allies  might  have  been  snpenur  to  the  French,  inaieadaf 
denying  the  inferiority  of  one,  yoa  admit  that  of  boUi  allies.  In  foa 
note,  page  38,  you  say  the  French  fleet  off  Beaihy-bead  Btnoiuiud  tf 
78  men  of  war,  the  English  had  34  in  the  engagement,  and  18  BWi 
Mocked  up,  or  not  ready  as  was  expected. 

*'  In  your  note,  page  46,  yon  state  the  French  flevt  at  tbe  bMlb 
of  Malaga,  lo  have  been  69  sail  ;  the  English  A^b.  Here  then,  Sb> 
has  your  accurate  indnstry  famished  me  with  exaaiplea  of  an  idb- 
riotily  of  s;6  sail  in  King  William's  reign,  and  of  1^4  iu  Qoeeo  AbOM- 
'^'ou  tell  us,  intleed,  in  page  43  and  44,  tliat  the  Bssiataace  «f  # 
Uuti'h  was  of  no  service  to  us.  As  this  is  an  opinion,  not  a  Im  I 
shall  not  meddle  with  it  further  than  to  observe,  that  Uie  Mtm 
nisters  of  those  time«  held  a  different  one,  when  they  aoiurbt  tlM» 

"  The  periods  you  so  properly  mark  of  the  det^line  of  tbe  PrmI. 
navy  in  those  reigns,  are  the  strongcKl  proofs  of  tim  JuBtice  of  IMlll 
■ervation,  as  [o  the  effect  of  a  continental  war  on  the  niarine  of  Fli^l 
I'he  battle  of  the  Boyno,  which,  by  <leciding  the  fate  of  IretamL'fl 
abled  King  Wi"'  ■~  "Ww  the  attention  of  Fmticc  to  thf  ContlsJ^ 
1  fought  »  that  tiff  Beailiy-hcad  ;  and  in  Cf"* 
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Aiine'ii  reign,  tJie  battle  uf  MalRga  wbb  fought  in  tlie  year  in  ivliirli 
the  victory  of  Blenheim  wax  gained.  Lord  Chatham  eiprcsged  hi^ 
ujtiniuo  of  the  policy  of  a  conlinentat  war,  by  one  of  those  tmlil  fi- 
gures which  characterized  his  eloquence,  when  he  said,  that  America 
was  conquered  in  Germany.  If  I  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  have 
attracted  your  attention  on  other  Dcrssions,  both  in  the  laat  and  preseot 
Parliament,  I  think  you  would  have  found  that  yan  and  1  did  not  dif- 
fer much  on  the  other  points.  1  have  Ireqaently  stated,  (when  the 
mode  of  manning  the  fleet  wan  objecte^l  to,  and  that  of  France  pre- 
ferred to  il  by  the  opponents  of  Government),  that  from  tlie  different 
policy  of  the  two  cooulriea,  hikI  many  other  circnmstances  which  1 
shall  not  now  enter  into,  the  greatest  exertions  of  France  in  that  point 
were  always  at  the  beginning  of  a  war  ;  but  tliai  the  number  of  tot- 
men  in  the  English  Navy  increased  in  the  course  of  the  war.  Last  year 
1  believe  the  increase  was  twelve  thousand.  Nor  liave  I  been  lesA 
BolicitouB  to  assert,  what  you  are  au  fery  property  anxious  tu  vintii- 
cate,  the  claim  of  our  officers  and  seamen,  to  the  character  of  supe- 
rior professional  skill  and  experience. 

"  I  particularly  Hlated  iu  a  debate,  not  in  a  full  house,  and  when 
yon  probably  were  not  present,  upon  my  former  e>:pres«ioriH  Iwing 
represented  as  an  unqualified  declaration  of  inferiority,  tliat  1  had  al- 
ways understood  that  the  naval  auperioriiy  constantly  attributed  to 
ibia  country,  was  not  that  of  numbers  of  ships  of  war,  hut  a  superio- 
rity of  spirit  and  skill  in  our  officers  and  seamen.  I  added,  fortn- 
naiely,  that  superiority  had  never  been  more  conspicuous  dian  in  some 
actions  tliis  war,  which  equalled  any  thing  history  could  produce.  My 
assertion  was  contradicted,  but  not  refuted,  by  the  present  First  Lord 
of  the  .\dmiralty  *,  who  contented  himself  ivith  saying,  be  should  not 
enter  into  the  argument,  bul  that  he  was  of  a  different  opinion. 

"  Upon  another  occasion,  when  the  word  disgracefnl  was  applied  to 
the  war,  1  contended,  that  a  war  in  which  several  officers  had  so  emi- 
nently distinguished  themoelves,  should  rather  be  called  calamitous 
than  disgraceful. 

"  I  hope  I  have  now  convinced  yon,  that  both  my  expressions  and 
meaning  have  been  mistaken.  I  know  not  whether  I  am  to  say  un- 
fortunately, since  the  mistake  has  produced  so  handsome  an  ealogium 
on  the  naval  service  of  this  country,  and  ho  comfortable  a  prospect  of 
its  strength  and  resoorcea.  from  so  able  a  hand  ;  and  has  at  the  same 
time  shewn  to  the  public,  that  a  member  of  the  British  Parliament,  not 
connected  by  profesaion  or  office  with  the  Navy,  has  made  it  so  much 
bis  study.     It  is  of  little  consequence,  whether  any  opinions  of  mine 

■  Ilia  late  Lord  KeppeL 
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are  mistaken  or  misrepresented ;  but  if  the  opinions  whidi  3^oa  con* 
bat  have  been  generally  entertained,  and  wonld  be  supposed  to  derire 
any  degree  of  weight  from  being  imputed  to  me,  it  was  jMiiypTitial  tint 
they  should  be  refuted  with  the  degree  of  force  and  aathority,  wliidi 
your  abilities  and  name  must  give  to  the  refutation.  It  will,  I  hopei 
be  a  sufficient  apology  for  my  troubling  you  with  a  lon^  letter,  thtf 
I  was  anxious  not  to  suffer  in  your  opinion  so  mach  as  I  must  do, 
whilst  you  can  suppose  that  under  the  circumstances  of  being  **  a  Hi- 
officcr,  and  a  mem1)er  of  Parliament,  and  having  sat  at  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  I  should  have  been  totally  ignorant  of  the  natmal  adfM- 
tages  Great  Britain  is  possessed  of  for  the  acquisition  of  maritiae 
power,  and  totally  inattentive  to  the  almost  uniform  train  of  sncoaii 
which  has  attended  the  naval  exertions  of  this  country.'* 

'*  I  cannot  take  leave  of  your  pamphlet  without  expressing  ay 
hopes,  that  the  present  officers  will  stand  well  enough  in  your  opi- 
nion, not  to  make  it  necessary  to  revert  to  the  dead,  for  hombling  tke 
pride  of  the  House  of  Bourbon :  That  you  will  think  Sir  Geoifr 
Rodney's  correspondence  as  good  ''  a  pattern  for  modem 
Sir  Geoi^e  Walton's :  That  his  late  glorious  victory  has 
of  the  most  brilliant  instances  of  the  superiority  of  the  English  NsTy; 
and  that  he  has  shown  in  his  own  perscm,  on  several  occasions,  ons  if 
the  briglitest  examples  of  the  pre-eminent  excellence  of  the  KngBA 
officers.  You  will,  I  hope,  also  agree  witli  me  in  thinking  Sir  Sansd 
Hood*s  conduct  at  St  Christopher*s  was  not  inferior  to  Sir  John  Hv- 
mau*s,  which  you  mention  with  so  much  praise.  Allow  me  to  ex- 
press my  doubts  of  the  advantages  you  think  might  be  obtained,  bf 
the  institution  of  a  naval  order.  I  fear,  in  this  country,  aach  a  &• 
tinction  would  be  as  frequently  granted,  to  the  importunity  of  intererti 
as  to  the  claims  of  merit.  Those  who  aspire  to  emulate  the  great  cfcs- 
racters  that  adorn  our  history,  must  have  their  ambition  directed  to 
nobler  objects  than  the  gifts  of  favour  or  the  trappings  of  Tunity.  Be- 
lieve me.  Sir,  the  Officers  of  the  Navy  find  sufficient  incentiTas  to  d*- 
tinguish  themselves  in  the  consciousness  of  their  duty,  the  approbstiai 
of  their  profession,  and  the  applause  of  their  country.  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         Muloravk. 

However  flattering  the  above  letter  might  be,  frtim  the 
encomiums  bestowed  upon  the  performance  in  question,  yetf 
as  I  oould  not  agree  «^*^  ^^'^  ifioble  Lord,  in  some  of  the  po- 
atioiis  he  maint»  ^d  to  return  an  answer,  cf 

wbid' 
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"  My  Lord, 
'■  I  ilion^ht  it  unneceMsry  to  trouble  your  Lonlxfaip  with  any  re- 
niarkH  on  the  letter  I  had  tlie  honoar  of  receivia^  from  you,  until  the 
Cliaiinel  fleet,  the  Coumgcux,  and  its  gallaot  commsnder,  had  return- 
ed into  port.  1  now  sit  down  once  more  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  that  able  performance  *,  and,  howerer  unequal  to  t}ie  task,  must 
Ixij;  leare  to  controvert  same  of  the  principles  and  positions  which  it 

"  The  tract  transmilled  to  your  Lordship  was  intended  as  an  an- 
iiwer  to  certain  opinions,  which  I  apprehended  were  stated  by  I^rd 
-Mul^re  in  his  place  in  Parliameut.  And  indeed  1  find  it  was  only 
in  this  respect  that  1  misnnderaiood  your  Lordship,  namely,  not  coii- 
ceiTing  it  to  be  yonr  opinion,  that  when  France  was  involved  in  a  land- 
ed continental  war,  that  yon  thought  the  fleet  of  England  in  that  case 
miKht  be  superior:  Whereas  the  idea  which  any  investigation  of  the 
sulijecl  has  led  me  to  entertain,  in  this,  thai  the  Navy  of  England 
must  always  be  superior  to  that  of  Fiance,  when  it  i.t  properly  con- 
ducted,  (whetlier  that  country  is  engaged  ur  not  iu  a  continental  war,) 
in  consequence  of  our  being  clearly  posaeased  of  the  greatest  natural 
and  political  advantages  for  the  actjaisicion  of  naval  power.  1  roust 
observe,  at  the  same  time,  that  tlie  question  in  my  apprehension  was 
confined,  to  the  respective  pret«iifiions  of  France  and  of  Great  Britain, 
and  did  not  extend  to  the  claims  of  any  other  of  the  branches  of  the 
House  of  Uourbon. 

"  There  are  but  three  particulars  in  which  France  can  claim  a  su- 
periority over  England — population — revenue — and  extent  of  Euro- 
pean territory. 

"  In  the  tract  transmitted  to  your  Lordship,  the  question  of  popa- 
Lauon  was  considered,  and  an  opinion  was  given,  which  I  still  consi- 
der to  be  well  founded,  that  population  is  of  little  consequence  for 
tfie  acquixition  of  naval  power,  unless  that  population  is  upon  the 
coast. — For  instance,  the  maritime  strength  of  England,  at  least  with 
respect  to  an  increase  of  sailors,  is  very  little  benefited  by  the  inland 
counties  of  Worcestershire,  Nottinghamshire,  and  ihe  like ;  and,  on 
the  same  principles,  the  inland  provinces  of  France,  which  compose 
by  tai  the  greatest  proportion  of  that  moDarcby,  however  populous 
they  may  be,  are  of  little  naval  utility. 

"  The  revenue  of  France  is  surely  su|terior  to  that  of  England,  in 
point  of  Hmoont.  But,  at  the  same  time,  when  the  enormous  armies 
which  France  must  keep  up  in  consequence  of  its  being  situated  on  a 

•    Tbe  receifit  of  Ihe  letter  bad  been  pTCtioutly  acloiDwledgod. 
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continent,  and  the  great  expeDse  of  a  laxurious  and  despotic  toviU 
mre  considered,  it  may  be  safely  aiGnned,  that  ihe  revenue  of  England 
either  ia,  or  ought  to  be,  superior  for  efficient  naval  pnrpoaea.  Hcdt* 
Dn  Tot  IB  of  opinion,  thailen  millionBoriirrca,  about  L. 500,000 /Mr 
annum,  >h  all  that  France  can  afford  to  )sy  out  upon  that  depamneni: 
whereas  L.l,500,000/«r  ann»r/i  (at  least  since  the  year  17G4)b» 
been  our  peace  establishment  for  the  Navy. 

"  The  only  remaining  circumstance  in  which  we  are  inferior,  ia  ex- 
tent of  territory;  for  France  contains  136,S37,  and  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  only  105,000  square  miles.  The  possession  of  greater  exuat 
of  territory,  however,  is  evidently  of  little  consequence  aa  to  tlie  p»- 
aent  question,  unless  it  can  he  made  use  of  lo  increase  the  tnaritiiM 
strength  of  a  state.  Germany  contains  181,631  square  miles  ;  but  M 
one  from  ibence  can  assert,  that  it  ought  to  have  a  better  or  man 
numerous  fleet  than  France.  In  point  of  extent  of  eoaat,  and  iliH 
more  in  respect  of  number  of  harboars,  France  must  yield  the  pala 
to  Great  Britain ;  and  in  many  other  particulars,  sucli  as  materiak 
provisions,  commerce,  naval  skill,  govemnieut,  national  ebaracter.  be- 
lt can  stand  no  competition. 

"  So  far  with  respect  to  theory.  ISut  your  Lordship  seems  U  b* 
of  opinion,  that  the  fact  is  rather  against  the  pretenaions  of  EngtaHlt 
at  least  with  regard  to  the  number  of  ships  of  war.  I  mnat  ^^V^  tb( 
liberty,  however,  as  to  this  particular,  of  differing  with  Ixird  Mit 
grave.  From  the  states  given  at  nearly  the  same  period  of  tinielf 
Monsieur  Du  Tot  and  Mr  Pe]iys  (see  Naval  I'hougbte,  p.  32  and  S3) 
of  the  respective  fleets  of  France  and  England,  no  such  inferiority  a 
point  of  number  can  be  traced  ;  and  if  ihe  records  of  both  admtratlM 
wore  to  be  searched,  from  any  printed  itiformatioa  I  have  be«a  aU* 
to  collect,  it  would  fully  appear,  that  in  the  ports  of  England  there  at 
ways  were  as  many  ships,  if  not  more,  than  in  those  of  Franc«,  wbes- 
ever  hostilities  actually  took  place  between  the  two  nationa,  or  e<M 
wheu  a  war  was  apprehended. 

"  But  the  accidental  superiority  at  Beachy-head,  merely  owioc  H 
the  confusion  of  a  new  and  unsettled  government,  eeems  greaily  w 
weigh  with  your  Lordship.  I  am  not  ashamed  of  confessing,  ditt  it 
has  no  weight  with  me.  A  single  circumstance,  or  a  aiagle  ei^age- 
nent,  cannot  be  brought  as  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  sonndneea  of  « 
important  a  system.  If  it  were,  your  Lordship  might  prove  that  dM 
fleet  of  England  must  always  he  superior  to  tlie  united  aavjoa  of 
France  and  Spain  :  bee  'nurse  of  this  war,  Lord  Rodoty, 

■with  twenty-one  ship«  «untered  Langara,  with  only 

fourteen  sail  belonginf  ^^esides.  no  fact  in  htstoryd 

be  better  ascertuned  1  Torrington  must  havt 
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■uperioT  in  nuntwr  tu  the  Frunrh  at  Beachy-heul,  had  they  been  a 
little  less  active,  and  had  we  been  a  little  more  ua.  Nay,  tliere  n 
arrest  reason  lo  believe,  and  1  6nd  it  the  unifunn  tradition  here,  (for 
f  ani  writing:  nithin  si^htof  the  «pot  where  the  battle  was  fonghi,) 
that  ibe  victory  would  have  inclined  to  us  bad  the  Dutch  been  pro- 
perly anpport^d. 

"  In  regard  to  continenUl  wbib,  on  which  yonr  Lordship  seems  u> 
lay  80  much  airees,  [  roust  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  it  is  <)ueetionable 
bow  far  they  have  operated,  on  any  oocasion,  eren  to  the  naval  ad- 
vantage of  this  country  ?  If  they  prevented  the  French  from  attending 
to  their  navy,  they  have  also  uniformly  proved  a  gulf,  which  absorb- 
ed the  strength  and  resources  of  Great  Britain;  and,  one  thing  I  be- 
lieve is  certain,  that  when  the  French  and  Engliiih  were  both  enga- 
ged as  principals,  in  a  continental  war,  the  expense  of  the  latter,  in 
carrying  it  on,  always  has  been,  and  always  most  be,  greater  than  the 
expense  of  the  former,  (id  consequence  of  its  insular  situation,)  and 
ihereforo  it  must  proportionably  be  more  disabled  than  France  from 
having,  at  the  same  time,  a  continental  war,  and  a  powerful  marine. 
It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  remark,  that  France  can  hardly  be  enga- 
(Ced  in  such  a  war,  without  Great  Britain  being  the  principal,  or  lead- 
ing power  in  the  scale  against  her. 

"  I  cannot  conclude  this  part  of  the  tubject,  wilhont  remarking, 
that  there  seems  to  have  been  too  much  reason  for  those  loud  com- 
plaints against  our  naval  rulers,  in  the  reigns  of  King  William  and 
Queen  Anne,  which,  in  those  days,  were  so  much  the  subjects  of  pub- 
lic discussion ;  and  without  hazarding  an  opinion,  that  the  events  to 
which  yonr  Lordship  alludes  were  more  owing  to  the  mismanagement 
of  tbo«e  who  were  at  the  helm,  than  to  any  real  naval  inability  in  the 
state.  Parliament  always  did  its  part,  by  furnishing  very  ample  and 
liberal  supplies.  In  the  year  1704^  in  particular,  I  sen  by  the  Jour- 
nala  of  the  House,  no  lees  a  number  than  40,000  seamen  vuted,  and 
5000  soldiers  for  the  sea  service.  Thirty  ihotisand  sailors  and  soldieia, 
on  the  authority  of  Dn  Tot,  was  the  greatest  number  that  ever  France 
bad  before  the  year  1730;  and  since,  it  is  well  known,  that  English 
ships  were  always  manned  by  fewer  sailors  than  the  French,  which 
appears  to  be  a  decisive  proof,  that  in  the  reign  of  Queen  .\nne  w» 
must  have  had  more  ships  than  they  had,  even  vrithoul  the  assistance 
of  the  Dutch :  and  yet,  from  the  inattention,  the  negligence,  or  the 
want  of  information  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  or  of  the  Cabinet,  at 
the  time,  we  were  occasionally  inferior.  I  cannot  pass  over  this  ex- 
ample in  the  Yeigii  of  Queen  Anne,  of  so  large  a  body  of  our  land  for- 
ces being  deatined  for  naval  purpuees,  without  requesting  your  Lord- 
it  ship  seriously  to  consider,  how  far  we  ought  to  imitate  that  example 
k      M  itua  time.     Snpposei  for  instance,  that  5  or  10,000  soldiers  « 
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■eDt  to  Portamouth,  to  Plymouth,  and  to  Chathani,  were  to  be  dra«- 
ed  in  round  )mts,  trowBera,  and  blue  jackets,  and  were  to  be  dulv 
tmined,  fut  tlie  epnce  of  six  maniliH,  in  naval  niuKenrrea,  ia  h  not  pro- 
bable thai  Uie  wliole,  or  at  leaat  tbe  gTesi««t  part  of  Uiein,  might  be 
qoaliSed,  against  tbat  time,  to  act  as  ordinary  aeainen  ? 

"  1  aiD  sorry  to  find  tliat  your  Lordship  is  of  opiQion.  that  a  nsnl 
order  would  nut  b«  aileuded  with  any  advantage  to  tbe  aerrice.  1 
am  one  of  those  who  think,  that  the  brave  tars  of  Eiigland  cannot  fam 
too  many  inciteraenis  to  behave  well,  and  whenever  they  act  «rit}i  pe- 
culiar courage  and  good  conduct,  thai  they  ongbt  to  be  coDspicvoulf 
rewarded.  A  naval  order  seems  almost  (o  be  essential  to  a  mariiiM 
stAte ;  at  least  it  is  an  institution  frain  whence  no  barm  cuuld  pouiUr 
arise,  atid  from  which,  by  judicious  nianac^ement,  much  good  might  br 
ei  peeled. 

"  You  very  justly  observe,  that,  in  the  Naval  Thought)*,  no  altoi- 
tion  has  been  paid  to  (be  gallant  actioim  which  have  heeo  performdl 
this  war.  They  did  not  come  wilbio  the  compass  of  the  anlhur's  inlco- 
lion,  nor  did  the  accounts  of  Lord  Rodney's  victory  reach  Englad 
until  after  the  pamphlet  was  published.  It  was  indeed  a  very  hti^r 
performance,  composed  during  the  Easier  recess,  and  printed  ntlMr 
with  a  view  of  gralifying  the  nuthor's  feelings  at  the  moment,  dam 
fironi  any  hopes  of  credit  or  of  praise.  I  propose,  however,  ahoidd  I 
live  to  see  this  war  brought  to  a  conclusion,  to  extend  the  InM»  !»■ 
small  volume,  contuniug  a  fuller  state  of  the  natural  and  politick  ad- 
vantages of  this  country  for  tbe  acquisition  of  naval  power,  and  a  abdrt 
detail  of  the  recent,  as  well  as  andent  prowess  of  our  gallant  otMiam, 
— a  work  on  the  subject  of  tbe  Navy  of  Eogland  in  general,  witboot 
any  allusion  to  tbe  opinions  which  your  Lordship  either  did,  or  wm 
•upposed  to  entertain. 

"  It  now  only  remains  that  I  should  acknowledge  the  anmetiui 
(incomiums  bestowed  by  your  Lordship  upon  the  tract  in  quealM^ 
and  to  express  tbe  regret  with  which  I  heard,  that,  trom  the  statttf 
your  health,  the  public  had  mn  the  risk  of  losing  the  aerrioaa  of  N 
able  and  so  gallant  an  officer ;  for  whom  no  one  can  entcrtMJn  ■  Ja^ht 
degree  of  re^>ect,  than  he  who  has  the  honour  to  finbacriba  hinMit 
tny  Lord,  yotir  Liordahip's  most  obedient  and  very  hnmble  aervaa^ 
(Siuncd)  John  Sinclair. 
"  Eaubounie,  Suraci,  I5(h  August  178£." 

The  above  letler  ended  die  correspondence ;  and  it  b  not 
improbable  diat  the  controversy  closed,  as  is  usual  on  siui 
occnsiona.  with  Imth  parties  retaining  the  opinion  they  itad  an- 
ginaUy  fonned,  r  '  any  material  %~arialion.    It  it 
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fortunate,  however,  when  such  differences  terminate,  as  wa» 
the  case  in  this  instance,  with  perfect  good  humour  on  both 
sides,  and  without  leaving  the  smallest  tincture  of  personal  ani- 
mosity or  dislike. 

My  defence  of  the  British  Navy  being  well  known  to  the 
profession,  I  was  thence  enabled  to  form  a  friendly  intercourse 
with  a  number  of  the  gallant  officers  who  distinguished  them- 
selves during  the  late  war ;  of  which  a  stronger  proof  cannot 
be  given,  than  the  following  letters,  with  which  they  honour- 
ed me. 


I. 

LORD  KEPPEL,  FIRST  LORD  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY. 

To  John  Sinclair  J  Esq.  M,  P. 

Sir, 

I  am  &voured  with  your  letter  from  Eastbourne,  with  a 
note  in  it,  containing  the  information  of  the  zealous  spirit 
shewn  in  France  upon  their  situation,  for  which  I  beg  to  re- 
turn you  my  thanks. 

Your  recommendation  of  Captain  Sinclair  wiU,  among 
many  others  deserving,  have  my  attention.  I  wish  I  was  able 
to  say  I  had  ships  or  means  to  reward  the  numerous  officers 
of  great  merit  that  are  daily  applying.  I  am,  Sir,  your  very 
humble  servant,  Keppel. 

Admiralty,  Aug.  10.  1782. 


IL 

LORD  VISCOUNT  HOWE,  FIRST  LORD  OF  THE 

ADMIRALTY. 

To  Sir  John  Sinclair^  Bart.  M.P. 
Lord  Howe  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  John  Sinclair, 
and  returns  his  thanks  for  the  view  of  the  prints,  (the  plans 
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of  Cherbourg),  which  are  returned  by  the  bearer.  He  will 
be  able  to  receive  Sir  John's  commands,  if  he  will  take  the 
trouble  of  calling  at  the  Admiralty  to-morrow^  mondng  at 
II  o'clock. 

Admiralty,  25th  January  1787. 


III. 
EARL  ST  VINCENT,  FIRST  LORD  OF  THE   AJDBftlRALTT. 

To  Sir  John  Sinclair^  Bart.  M.  JR. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Whether  there  is  virtue  enough  in  the  country  to  peniih 
the  operation  of  any  measure  for  the  preservation  of  it,  is  t* 
be  seen ;  but  sure  I  am,  that  if  the  plunder  and  depredatiM 
committed  in  every  branch  of  the  naval  department,  and  tk 
profligate  manner  in  which  the  public  money  has  been  wasted} 
is  not  put  a  stop  to,  there  will  soon  be  an  end  of  every  t1>"y 
dear  to  us.  Having  done  my  duty  in  pointings  out  the  oidy 
mode  to  effect  a  radical  cure,  and  left  the  nomination  of  tk 
Commissioners  to  the  wisdom  and  judgment  of  the  Houfle  d 
Commons,  I  have  only  to  hope  that  you,  and  all  others  who 
have  turned  their  minds  to  this  important  subject,  will  render 
every  assistance  to  the  commission  in  your  power. 

Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  regard  and  esteem,  my  Deir 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

St  Vincent. 

Rochetts,  8dd  December  1802. 

I  have  been  compelled  by  ill  health  to  retire  from  town* 
which  I  the  less  regret,  because,  if  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  of  LfOrds  does  not  speak  for  itself,  no  arg^ument  <tf  wwng 
would  avail 

SrV*. 
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IV. 

* 

LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON. 

Having  sent  a  copy  of  my  <^  Thoughts  on  the  Naval  Strength 
of  the  British  Elmpire/'  to  Lord  Nelson,  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  receiving  the  following  communication  in  return  : 

MertOD,  Dec.  a  1801. 

Dear  Sik, 
I  had  the  honour  of  receiving,  through  the  hands  of  Mr 
Mollison,  your  very  elegant  present  of  a  book,  to  the  subject 
of  which  too  much  attention  cannot  be  paid ;  and  without  a 
compliment,  no  man  in  the  country  is  so  able  to  place  this 
important  matter  in  its  proper  view  before  the  public.  I  can 
hardly  believe,  however  anxious  I  have  endeavoured  to  deserve 
it,  the  high  compliment  you  are  pleased  to  bestow  upon  me. 
But,  Dear  Sir,  I  beg  you  to  i>e  assured,  that  I  am,  with  every 
sentiment  of  obligation,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

Nelson  &  Bronte. 

Having  to  preside  at  a  dinner  of  the  Society  for  encou- 
raging the  Fisheries,  I  applied  to  Lord  Nelson  for  his  attend- 
ance, knowing  well  how  much  it  would  promote  the  success 
of  the  meeting.  To  that  application  I  had  the  honour  of  re- 
ceiving the  subjoined  answer : 

Merton,  May  la  1802. 
SlH, 

My  state  of  health  absolutely  prevents  my  having  the  plea- 
Sure  of  dining  with  the  Sodety  for  encouraging  the  Fisheries, 
though  no  purpose  can  be  more  truly  patriotic,  or  deser- 
ving the  attention  of  every  friend  to  his  country.  I  had  pro- 
posed yesterday  doing  myself  the  honour  of  calling  upon  you, 
but  I  was  to  my  sorrow  prevented,  as  I  wish  much  to  be  pre- 
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viously  known  to  a  gentleman  of  your  great  and  useful  know- 
ledge, and  who  so  laudably  carries  it  into  effect,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  country.  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  with  the 
highest  respect,  your  most  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

Nelson  &  Bronte. 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 

The  battle  of  Aboukir,  and  that  of  Tra£sdgar,  are  certainly 
the  two  most  extraordinary  events  recorded  "  in  Naval  His^ 
tory  ;"  and  of  all  the  brave  officers  who  adorned  the  reign  of 
George  the  Third,  Lord  Nelson  was  the  most  distinguished 
for  brightness  of  genius.  It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that  he  saw 
every  thing  as  if  by  inspiration.  M assena  maintained  that  the 
great  quality  of  a  General  was,  to  have  a  coup  (Tceil;  but  Nel- 
son proved,  that  in  naval  combats,  to  be  possessed  of  a  coup 
d^esprit^  was  the  talent  to  be  wished  for. 


V. 

LORD  VISCOUNT  DUNCAN. 

Being  informed  that  a  number  of  Dutch  fishermen  would 
probably  be  found  in  the  ships  captured  by  Lord  Duncan  at 
Camperdown,  I  wrote  his  Lordship,  to  know  if  that  was  the 
case ;  because,  in  that  event,  it  might  be  possible  to  prevail 
upon  a  portion  of  them  to  engage  in  the  fisheries  upon  our 
coasts.  But  from  Lord  Duncan's  answer,  it  appears  that  few 
Dutch  fishermen  were  employed  on  board  their  ships  of  war. 

My  Dear  Sir, 
Although  I  am  at  present  overwhelmed  with  letters,  at  the 
same  time  preparing  for  the  reception  of  his  Majesty  here, 
will  not  put  off  a  moment  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  yours 
of  the  24th,  this  moment  come  to  me.  Your  congratulations 
are  most  acceptable,  and  I  thank  you  for  them.     As  to  what 
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you  say  about  Dutch  seamen  being  employed  on  your  coasts, 
if  my  infonnation  is  good,  there  are  very  few  Dutch  seamen 
in  the  fleet :  they  are  made  up  of  all  nations,  Swedes,  Danes, 
Germans  and  English.  The  Admiral  De  Winter  tells  me, 
the  people  employed  in  the  fishings  are  never  taken  out.  As 
soon  as  I  get  a  little  more  time  shall  be  more  particular  in  my 
inquiry,  and  let  you  know.  Shall  at  present  end  with  as- 
suring you,  that  I  am,  with  much  esteem  and  regard,  very  sin- 
cerely your  obedient,  and  very  humble  servant, 

Duncan. 

Sheerness,  Oct.  29.  1797. 


VI. 
LORD  VISCOUNT  BRIDPORT. 

My  friend  Lord  Bridport  was  not  only  a  superior  naval 
officer,  but  an  excellent  agriculturist  Hence  in  zeal  for 
maintaining  our  naval  power,  and  improving  the  culture  of 
our  soil,  we  cordially  united.  It  is  pleasing  to  see  the  delight 
with  which  the  gallant  veteran  anticipated  turning  his  sword 
into  a  ploughshare,  and  enjoying  plenty  with  the  blessings 
of  peace. 

Letter  from  Admiral  Lord  Viscount  Bridport^  to  Sir  Jolm 

Sinclair^  Bart.  M.P. 

Cricket  Lodge,  April  18.  1802. 

Lord  Bridport  returns  his  best  compliments  to  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  with  many  thanks  for  his  very  obliging  note  received 
last  night,  and  also  for  the  honour  of  his  call  in  Harley  Street, 
which  shall  be  personally  acknowledged  soon  after  he  again 
visits  London. 

Lord  Bridport  likewise  feek  himself  much  gratified  by  Sir 
John's  attention  to  him,  in  sending  the  two  books,  under  co- 
ver, from  Mr  Freeling  of  the  Post-office,  which  reached  him 
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on  Friday  last  llmt  on  Longevity  he  has  read  with  miidi 
Hadsfiiction  ;  and  his  plan  for  improvement  in  ag^riculture  wiD 
furnisli  frresLt  entertainment  as  well  as  advantage. 

It  is  true  the  sword  must  be  now  turned  into  a  pkNigb- 
share  ;  and  if  the  latter  shall  be  as  usefully  employed,  as  & 
former  lias  been  exercised  during  the  late  war,  all  must  enjsf 
plenty,  under  the  blessings  of  peace.  The  present  fiivoimbk 
neason  gives  a  happy  prospect  of  the  one,  and  it  is  hoped  & 
definitive  treaty  will  long  secure  the  other. 


VII. 

ADMIRAL  LORD  KEITH. 

1  liad  strong  reason  to  believe,  that  in  March  1804,  the 
French  government  had  seriously  resolved  to  invade  England, 
or  at  least  to  make  an  attempt  on  the  coast  Lord  Keidi  hi 
the  command  at  Doer,  and  had  obtained  great  cnredit  for  tbr 
ability  with  which  he  had  managed  tlie  ships  under  his  com- 
mand.  Rut  the  impression  }mj^  very  general,  that  the  httt 
employed  in  H'atching  the  enemy  at  Boulo^e,  or  stadoMtl 
at  the  Downs,  ^^-as  not  sufficient,  either  in  numbers  or  strength, 
for  tlie  service  required.  I  therefore  drew  up  a  paper,  brirf- 
ly  stating  wlmt  occurred  to  me  upon  the  subject.  In  tbt 
paper  I  earnestly  begged  Lord  Keith,  as  an  old  friend^  tv 
consider  the  critical  state  of  the  country,  the  greatness  of  Ar 
stake  at  hazard,  and  how  much  depended  upon  him.  I  Uii 
him,  that  I  believed  our  strength  on  land  was  still  very  id- 
sufficient^ — that  our  safety  in  consequence  principally  d^ 
pended  on  our  Navy,  and  in  a  great  degree  on  the  fleet  uiidff 
Ix>rd  Keith,  leaving  a  dreadfiil  responsibility  on  the  oov- 
mander.  1  added,  that  most  prolmbly,  the  French  had  in  con- 
templation, not  only  to  come  out  in  great  force,  but  also  to  try 
some  new  modes  of  attack,  the  nature  of  which  could  not  be 
known  till  they  were  put  in  practice. 
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That  la  such  a  aituation,  it  would  be  of  the  mo^ 
advantage  to  the  service,  and  the  greatest  possible  oqmoIi^ 
ticfk  to  a  pf»rao9i  plaepd  ia  so  oridcal  and  knportaiBt  a  com- 
mand, to  have  some  able  and  experienced  officers  always 
about  him,  to  consult  with  when  necessary ;  for  that  the  an- 
xiety attending  the  oonstan^  watching  of  so  artfiil,  able,  power- 
ful, and  desperate  an  enemy,  was  enough  to  wear  out  the 
mind  f»f  4tty  «an. 

That  i£  the  enemy  were  to  effect  a  landing,  it  would  de- 
predate the  c)iaracter  of  the  Navy  in  the  public  estimation ; 
imd  that  the  dam^^  done,  (which  Government  had  engaged 
(o  repay),  might  be  so  great,  as  materially  to  aflfect  the  na- 
tional resources,  and  the  means  of  carrying  on  die  war. 

I  added,  it  was  understood  that  the  French  trusted  to  our 
syps  being  becalm^  any  danger  hem  which  might  be  pre- 
vented in  various  ways,  some  of  which  it  might  be  in  my 
power  to  suggest. 

Ijord  Keith* 8  Answer, 
My  Dear  FaiEND, 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  and  its  contents. 
What  you  say  is  just  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  enemy 
should  never  be  suffered  to  land.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
you  on  any  subject,  because  I  am  sure  it  must  contain  mat- 
ter of  instruction ;  but  the  enemy  have  so  much  changed  the 
kind  of  vessels  they  are  to  employ,  as  to  render  them  unfit 
to  move  in  a  calm.  More  force  and  more  officers  of  rank 
would  be  very  consolatory  to  me  in  my  situati<m ;  and  the 
stake  is  certainly  a  deep  one,  and  for  the  Ministers  to  con- 
sider welL  But  it  is  my  duty  to  use  the  force  that  is  given 
me  to  die  best  advantage ;  and  I  try  to  do  so,  which  is  not 
an  easy  task,  with  so  many  disasters  and  such  a  call  for  ships. 
I  have  not  fidled  to  give  my  opinion  at  times,  perhaps  some- 
times right,  and  sometimes  wrong,  like  other  men.  Be  as- 
sured, that  i  feel  obliged  by  any  suggestion  sent  me  by  my 

VOL.  I.  N 
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friends,  among  whom  I  shall  always  hope  that  you  will  be 
included. 

Believe  me,  Dear  Sir  John,  very  sincerely  and  AithfoBj 
yours,  Keith. 

Sir  John  Sinclaif's  Repfy. 
My  Dear  Lord, 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  you  have  taken  my  hints  in  & 
friendly  manner  in  which  they  were  intended,  as  persons  n 
high  situations  are  apt  to  consider  as  officwusj  any  wwjftii 
letters  sent  them.  God  knows  !  these  times  require  the  ex- 
ertions  of  every  man.  I  wish  much  that  mine  could  be  of 
any  service  to  you,  or  to  the  public. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  talk  in  higher  terms  of  an- 
other, than  Lord  St  Vincent  does  of  you ;  but  the  better  opi- 
nion he  has  of  you,  the  less  force,  he  thinks,  must,  or  may  be 
necessary. 

Excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  sending  you  any  hints  froB 
the  motive. 

I  recommend  you  to  keep  copies  of  all  letters  you  write 
upon  the  subject,  to  vindicate  yourself,  if  necessary. 

Believe  me,  my  Dear  Lord,  very  sincerely  yours. 

London,  2d  March  1804. 


VIII. 

SIR  CHARLES  MIDDLETON,  AFTERWARDS  LORD 

BARHAM. 

Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Middleton^  afterwards  Lari 
Barhatn^  and  First  Lord  of  the  AdmiraUy. 

Testen»  6th  April  ISOi 

Sir  Charles  Middleton  presents  his  best  compliments  ti 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  and  has  looked  over  the  papers  which  k 
sent  him. 
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Thpy  contain  so  fullt/  tlie  opinions  whieli  Sir  Charles  Mid- 
dletoii  h;is  already  ^veii,  iind  wliicli  lie  has  reason  to  believe 
are  known  to  Mr  Addington,  that  there  is  no  room  left  for 
him  to  add  a  single  sentence  to  them. 

These  papers  are  in  fiict  a  corrected  copy  of  the  sentiments 
communicated  by  Sir  Charles  Middleton  to  some  of  his 
friends  who  Lad  applied  for  them ;  and  although  he  said  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  such  ships  as  are  recommended  in  the 
plan,  yet  he  would  prefer  the  lai^er  number  to  the  smaller. 
If  such  a  reinforcement  were  added  to  the  ships  now  employ- 
ed between  Flushing  and  Guernsey,  he  has  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  a  landing  in  Jiirce  would  be  impracticable.  But 
if  the  Ministry  trust  for  those  now  employed,  it  requires  no 
great  professional  knowledge  to  foresee,  that  they  must  land, 
and  in  great  force. 

Sir  Charles  Middleton  knows  no  otlier  official  mode  of  car- 
rying the  plan  into  ejiecution,  tlian  making  it  a  Cabinet  mea- 
■ure ;  and  if  approved  there,  it  will  naturally  find  its  way  to 
the  Admiralty  and  Navy  Boards. 

The  carronades  were  always  a  favourite  measure  of  Sir 
Charles  Middleton ;  and  although  he  met  with  much  preju- 
dice and  ignorance  in  opposing  it,  yet  with  the  assistance  of 
Lord  Sandwich,  he  succeeded  in  having  them  established  in 
every  class  of  the  King's  ships.  The  opinion  at  present  runs 
in  their  fiivour. 


ADMIRAL  StR  HOME  POFBA 


TTie  following  letter  does  infinite  credit  to  Sir  Home  Pop- 
ham.  I  happened  to  be  a  member  of  the  select  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  that  excellent  offi- 
cer, and  being  convinced  of  his  innocence,  I  did  every  thing 
in  my  power,  not  only  to  promote  hLs  acqtdttal  in  the  hand- 
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somest  manner,  but  to  expedite  it,  that  he  might  be  if^ain, 
and  without  any  delay,  employed  in  the  public  service.  Bjr 
writing  such  a  letter,  he  has  shewn  his  gratitude  in  a  way  tint 
does  him  much  credit.  Immediately  afifeer  the  conqnttt  d 
Buenos  Ayres,  ^^  this  nuniem  Pizarra**  aat  down  to  write  i 
long  epistle,  thanking  a  distant  firiend  for  his  exertions  in  kii 
behalf,  and  giving  him  an  account  of  his  exploits.  GratiuA 
is  unconunon  enough  in  pri\'ate  life,  but  it  is  still  more  » 
common  to  meet  with  "  a  ffrateful  caiujueror.*^ 

Buenos  Aynm,  July  14  1S0& 

My  Dear  Sir, 

It  is  a  duty  at  least  that  I  owe  to  any  member  of  the  w- 
morahle  hltie  committee,  who  interested  themselves  so  ami 
as  you  did  in  my  behalf,  to  say  that  your  exertions^  as  &r  a 
they  tended  to  promote  my  immediate  employment,  have  beei 
crowned  with  success,  not  only  in  point  of  fact,  but  of  bemft' 
cial  issue  t-o  the  state. 

I  believe  there  arc  few  instances  of  accounts  being  reed- 
ved  in  England,  within  twelve  months,  of  the  sailing'  of  a  aaoD 
expedition,  and  that  such  an  expedition  had  captured  thecifi- 
tals  of  two  quarters  of  the  globe,  South  Africa  and  South  Aat- 
rica ;  for  Buenos  Ayres  is  the  capital  of  what  is  esteemed  ife 
richest  and  most  extensive  vice-royalty  in  this  country. 

With  aU  the  success  that  has  attended  the  promptneK  d 
our  measures,  I  still  a])prehend  some  blame,  excited  moR 
probably  from  the  jealousy  and  dLscontent  of  party  than  any 
other  cause.  How  could  I,  with  the  ardency  of  my  dirooA- 
tion,  refuse  to  profit  of  the  intelligence  I  Imd  received  fiva 
various  quarters  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  enemy's  pofr* 
sessions  hero  ?  I  was  forced  to  employ  every  ar|punent  Atf 
could  suggest  itself,  to  persuade  General  Baird  to  give  sirs 
regiment  He,  I  dare  say,  acted  more  properly  in  resisting  nf 
entreaties ;  but  although  I  confess  to  be  in  general  too  M- 
guine,  and  to  want  cautious  circumspection,  yet  I  was  not  ^ 
in  this  case. 
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1  luul  also  anotlier  ailment  to  sustain,  after  our  arrival  iii 
tlic  river.  Tlic  military  opinions  were  to  attack  Monte  Video, 
and  mine  to  attack  tlie  capital.  Think,  under  the  varionm  diffi- 
culties we  had  to  contend  witli,  of  periloiDi  navigation,  inaccu- 
rate chartM,  fo]^  anil  winter  season.  Tiie  aiid-capitaliNtH  were 
out  of  patience,  and  rather  cross;  hut  I  persevered,  and  my 
point  Itas  been  gained  by  the  wonderful  prowess  of  those  very 
men  wiio  thought  my  dispositions  iJl  judged.  I  believe,  how- 
ever, tliey  are  now  all  perfectly  satisfied ;  and  well  they  may, 
for  they  beat  four  times  their  numbers,  with  the  loss  of  only 
six  men.  It  is  unparalleled  in  history  ;— the  city  containing 
seventy  tlioiiumd  inhnbitaiits,  as  quiet  w  possible,  and  the 
whole  country  apparently  well  satiiified.  They  have  n<it,  how- 
ever, quite  recovered  from  their  pnnic,  at  finding  their  V'ice- 
roy  boat  from  his  capital,  at  the  heail  of  five  thousand  men, 
by  a  single  Highland  regiment,  and  a  few  Britisli  seamen. 
Indeed,  Sir  John,  we  do  not  denerve  to  he  sctridcd.  We  look 
tu  great  support  from  tlie  maiiuiacturing  lowun,  an  tliis  country 
ia  now  in  want  of  nearly  two  milUous  of  our  British  goods, 
and  there  i.s  in  the  stores  enough  of  the  productions  of  this 
country,  I  understand,  to  load  one  hundred  saH  of  ships. 

We  have  now  decided  not  to  undertake  any  further  mili- 
tary operatitms.  Williout  reinforcementa  we  cannot  govern 
BnenDH  Ayres  and  Monte  Video;  and  yet  I  think,  when  1 
establish  my  blockade  at  the  hitter,  it  will  soon  surremler.  and 
Clod  knows  how  we  are  to  lake  care  of  it.  Vou  must  embark 
two  or  three  regiments,  by  hundreds,  in  any  ships,  (men  of 
war),  that  are  ready ;  and  send  tb«m  out  to  us  singly,  witli- 
uut  waiting  for  the  paradir  of  a  squadron. 

Now  ia  the  time  tor  England  to  exert  itself,  if  it  wantx 
Soutii  America,  which  is  worth  all  your  WrM  India  islands, 
and  half  India  into  the  bnrgRin.  At  all  events,  it  is  mi  valuable 
a  gem  in  tlie  crown  of  Spain,  tlmt  it  would  readily  give  up 
Minorca  for  it.  Hiree  days  i$  all  that  an  active  ministry  oujE^t 
lo  allow  for  the  embarkation  ot  troops,      ['ush  it  all  you  can. 
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And  believe  me,  with  great  respect,  my  Dear  Sir  John,  yoim 
very  feithfiilly, 

HoM£  POPHAJI. 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart 
M.  P.  &c. 


X. 

SINGULAR  NAVAL  ANECDOT£» 
Communicated  by  the  late  Earl  ManveiB. 

In  the  year  1807  I  hi^pened  to  pay  a  visit  at  Thoredj 
Park,  in  Nottinghamshire,  the  seat  of  my  friend,  L<xrd  Man- 
vers,  who  had  been  bred  to  the  sea,  and  who  recollectoi 
when  young,  the  following  singular  anecdote  of  Captaiiiy  afto^ 
wards  Admiral  Swanton : 

Captain  Swanton  happened  to  command  a  70  gnu  8|ii|i^ 
The  Vanguardy  (we  had  then  no  74's  in  our  service)  ;  and  W 
cruizing  with  Admiral  Hawke,  off  the  coast  of  France,  in  Ae 
hopes  of  intercepting  a  French  fleet  frt)m  Louisburgh,  when  Ui 
ship  was  so  damaged  in  a  gale,  that  he  was  ordered  home  to 
refit ;  and  in  his  way  to  Portsmouth,  he  most  unfbrtnnatdy 
came  within  sight  of  the  very  fleet  that  Hawke  was  in  ex- 
pectation of  intercepting.  The  French,  seeing^  an  Enriii 
ship  of  war  so  much  disabled,  and  apparently  quite  akne, 
thought  it  would  be  an  easy  conquest ;  but  to  insure  its  inuiie> 
diate  surrender,  the  Admiral,  by  a  signal,  detached  an  80  ga 
ship,  and  a  74,  to  take  possession.  The  officers  of  the  Vangaaid» 
knowing  the  state  of  their  own  vessel,  and  seeing^  such  a  sime^ 
rior  force  coming  against  them,  gave  themselves  up  for  lot, 
and  said  to  the  Captain,  ^^  It  is  impossible  to  stand  agaiBit 
such  fearful  odds ;  we  must  make  up  our  minds  to  see  BrsL" 
— ^^  No,  Gentlemen,"  said  Captain  Swanton,  <<  a  ship  of  tUs 
force,  must  not  be  surrendered  by  a  British  crew,  wUJst  tkae 
is  any  hope  of  safety.  Go  to  your  quarters,  prepare  for  actioOi 
and  let  us  fight  it  out  to  the  last." 
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No  situation  could  apparently  he  more  completely  despe- 
rate. The  French  80  gun  ship  came  vapouring  down,  gave 
the  Englishman  a  broadside,  but  was  surprised  to  find,  that 
instead  of  striking,  it  returned  the  fire  with  great  spirit  and 
effect.  The  74,  when  it  approached,  met  with  the  same  re- 
wption.  This  astonished,  not  only  those  two  ships,  but  the 
French  Admiral,  and  his  whole  Beet.  They  began  to  con- 
jecture, that  the  disabled  ship  was  merely  a.  decoy,  and  tliat 
Hawke  must  be  near,  otherwise  no  officer  in  his  senses, 
would  have  made  any  resistance  against  so  great  a  superio- 
rity ;  and  apprehending,  if  the  action  continued,  that  their 
ships  might  receive  so  much  injury,  as  to  be  an  easy  prey,  if 
Hawke  actually  should  appear,  the  Frendi  Admiral  was 
induced  to  recall  the  two  ships,  and  Captain  Swanton,  by 
his  spirited  and  judicious  conduct,  was  thus  enabled,  after 
beating  off  so  great  a  force,  to  rescue  himself  from  his  despe- 
rate situation,  and  to  bring  his  ship  triumphantly  into  Ports- 
mouth. 

On  the  niad  from  Thoresby,  I  was  led  to  reflect  on  the 
drcumstances  above  detailed,  and  it  accidentally  occurred  to 
me,  how  much  better  it  would  be,  instead  of  teachuig  child- 
ren the  Fables  of  jEsop  *,  or  of  Filpay,  or  giving  them  alle- 
gorical instructions  of  any  sort,  to  communicate  to  them  anec- 
dotes of  real  life,  and  stories  of  tlieir  own  species.  It  is  absurd 
in  the  extreme  to  tell  our  children,  that  lions  and  other  animals 
formerly  conversed  together,  and  that  men,  the  lords  of  the 
creation,  could  possibly  benefit  by  their  remarks.  Nor  are  the 
fictitious  stories  of  Allworthy  and  Tommy  Goodchild  much 
better.  The  question  the  children  naturally  ask  is,  "  But  is 
the  9tory  true  f  And  when  they  find  that  it  never  actually 
happened,  it  loses  all  its  effect.  Let  a  collection  therefore  be 
made,  of  real  antcdoies  of  the  humtat  sp&ies,  adapted  to  the  ca- 
padty  of  children,  and  the  impression  made  upon  their  minds. 


>  In  Lord  Kimn'i  Inlroduction  lo  the  Art  of  Thinking,  1th  rdil.  an.  1 789, 
Preface,  p.  6,  there  we  rane  good  observuioai  on  tbeiul^eclof  £(Dp'i  fable*. 
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will  be  infinitely  greater,  much  more  lastingr,  and  stiB  mote 
nsefiil,  than  can  be  expected  from  anyjktitia9es  ^arUg^  either 
of  birds,  or  of  quadrupedfl,  or  even  of  men. 

It  is  not  intended,  by  these  observations,  to  undefvaliie  the 
merit  of  i^Isop,  or  of  Pilpay,  whose  mode  of  wridiigr  wasirdl 
calcidated  for  the  rude  and  early  ages  in  which  they  livedo 
and  who  were  driven  to  the  plan  they  adoptecly  because  Ae 
experience  of  mankind  could  not  tlien  mipply   them  «M 
aunigh  of  real  facts^  for  the  object  tliey  had  in  view.     Bit 
now,  the  case  is  widely  different     The  range  <if  history  if 
more  enlarged,  and  persons  conversant  with  it  are  able  ttf  pouC 
out  real  stories  applicable  to  every  moral  wMdi  it 
sary  to  inculcate,  without  attributing  the  powers  of 
or  giving  the  faculty  of  speech,  to  the  lion,  or  the  tigper.    Aal 
here  it  may  he  asked,  caii  any  ancient  or  '/t^odem  Jhbte^  ia  iv>- 
gard  to  eifect  upon  the  mind,  be  put  in  competitioii  witb  tk    I 
story  of  Captain  Swanton  ?  What  a  series  of  pietmrea  iBigk 
be  made  from  it !  His  ship  disabled ;  lying  in  a  mnnafT  tf 
the  mercy  of  a  powerAil  enemy ;  his  officers  neeiommeadaf 
him  to  surrender;  attacked  by  two  ships  of  greater  fiovee;  kii 
beating  them  off ;  his  enemies,  though  infinitely  aufHarior,  gi- 
ving up  the  attack,  and  in  a  manner  flying  from  Man ;  aad  Ui 
ultimately  entering  the  harbour  (^  Portsmouth  in  liimiri 
These  are  all  events  which  must  make  a  deep  intnternDB  H 
a  youthful  mind,  and  cannot  iail  to  inculcate  resoiutioD  in  tna 
of  danger,  and  firmness  even  in  the  most  desperate  gbms^  ii 
a  way  iniinitoly  preferable  to  any  iable  that  could  posiiUyhe 
invented,  because,  being  founded  on  truth,  the  imprenoB  ii 
not  likely  ever  to  be  ef&ced. 
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XI. 
PLAN 

For  establishing  a  new  Naval  Resource,  by  which  the  'necessity  of 
impressing  Seamen,  unless  in  periods  of  great  public  danger, 
wofild  be  prevented. 

The  British  empire  has  a  resource  of  seamen,  in  the  Orkney 
and  Shetland  islands, — in  the  Hebrides  or  Western  Islands, 
and  along  the  northern  and  western  coasts  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland^  which  no  other  country  in  Europe  possesses. 

Under  a  proper  system,  and  at  a  moderate  expense,  50,000 
seafaring  people  might  be  kept  there,  constantly  ready,  on 
the  shortest  notice,  to  enter  into  the  public  service. 

A  great  part  of  this  valuable  resource  is,  at  present,  lost  to 
the  public ;  because  in  the  Hebrides,  and  along  the  western 
coasts  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  the  natives  have  but  an  im- 
perfect knowledge  of  the  English  language,  and  in  many  cases 
speak  nothing  but  Erse  or  Irish.  They  have  a  natural  preju- 
dice, therefore,  against  a  service  where  they  cannot  make 
themselves  understood. 

But  this  difficulty  might  easily  be  surmounted,  by  promo- 
ting the  acquisition  of  the  English  language  in  all  those  dis- 
tricts ;  and  a  plan  might  be  formed,  by  which  this  great  re- 
source might  be  rendered  available,  and  the  horrid  system  of 
impressing  seamen  might  be  abolished. 

Perhaps  the  sum  necessary  might  be  raised,  by  exempting 
all  seamen  from  impressment,  who  paid  a  certain  sum  per 
annum,  say  £.  1  each.  But  if  it  were  to  cost  the  public  two 
or  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  should  this  be 
put  in  competition  with  the  certainty  of  maintaining  our 
fleets,  without  the  necessity  of  impressment ;  and  having  so 
great  a  body  of  seafaring  people  always  at  command  ? 

Edinburgh,  133.  George  Street, 
April  5.  1830. 
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In  the  course  of  a  conversation  with  Mr  Pitt  on  the  state 
of  the  country,  after  explaining  how  essential  it  had  become 
to  increase  our  military  strength,  in  consequence  of  the  gigan- 
tic efforts  made  by  the  enemy,  he  said,  ^^  That  as  my  estates 
were  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  inhabited,  he  under- 
stood, by  a  race  of  people  who  were  attached  to  the  military 
profession,  he  wished  much  that  I  would  undertake  to  raise  a 
regiment  of  fencibles,  and  that  I  should  either  take  the  com- 
mand myself,  or  nominate  any  relation  or  friend  for  that  pur- 
pose." My  answer  was,  <^  That  I  had  never  contemplated  be- 
coming a  soldier,  but,  as  the  public  service  required  such  exer- 
tions as  he  had  mentioned,  I  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to 
enter  into  tiie  plan  he  proposed,  and,  instead  of  restricting  the 
service  to  Scotland,  which  had  hitherto  been  the  case  in  regard 
to  fencible  corps,  would  at  once  agree  to  raise  a  battalion  for 
Ae  service  of  Great  BriiainJ*  The  Minister  seemed  to  be  much 
pleased  with  the  success  of  his  application,  and  no  time  was 
lost  in  procuring  a  letter  of  service,  which  was  dated  7th 
March  1794.  As  soon  as  the  regiment  was  completed,  it  was 
inspected  by  General  Sir  Hector  Munro,  at  Inverness,  and 
passed  with  considerable  ^dat.  The  corps  was  particularly 
distinguished  for  the  great  height  of  the  officers,  nineteen  of 
whom  were  above  six  feet ;  and  hence  they  were  called,  in 
the  Gaelic  language^  <<  Thier^nan«more,"  or,  ^<  The  Great 
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Chieis."     Being  clothed  in  the  Highland  dresSy  their  ^vpev- 
ance  was  highly  military  and  imposing. 

In  spring  1795,  I  raised  a  second  battalion  for  the  servin 
of  Ireland,  which  was  augmented  to  one  thouaand  men.  Lad 
Lake,  who  reviewed  them  at  Cork,  was  astonished  at  tkr 
appearance,  and  declared,  <^  That  though  he  had  often  keai 
before  of  a  regiment  of  a  thousand  men,  he  had  never  ms 
one  till  that  day"  They  were  so  remarkable  for  their  diiqp- 
line  and  good  conduct,  that  the  Magistrates  of  Armagh  mMh 
mously  resolved  to  present  the  following  address  to  lieito^ 
nant-Colonel  Eraser,  who  commanded  them : 

Sir, 

We,  the  Magistrates  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  beg  leave  to  lenif 
our  highest  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Caithneas 
under  your  command,  duriDg  a  period  of  fourteen  months  sad 
circumstances  of  peculiar  difficulty.     Divided,  horn  the  oofi 
necessity  of  the  times,  into  various  cantonments,  and  many  of 
statioued  in  a  manner  most  unfiavourable  to  military  discipline,  tk7 
yet  preserved  the  fidelity  of  soldiers,  and  the  manly  rectitade  of  ikdr 
national  character. 

It  is  with  equal  pleasure  and  satisfaction  we  declare,  that  the 
qnillity  which  this  county  is  now  happily  beginning  to  enjoy, 
many  respects,  be  ascribed  to  the  ready  obedience,  and  fnoper  d^ 
portment  of  the  officers  and  men  under  your  command. 

For  reasons  thus  honourable  to  them,  and  grateliil  to  oorselTeib  «i 
return  you  our  most  sincere  thanks ;  and  request  yon  will 
cate  to  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  this 
mony  of  our  esteem,  and  acknowledgment  of  their  ezemphory  c» 
duct. 

GosvoRD,  Clkairmm 

Annagh,  16th  December  1796. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Middleton,  and  its  vidintf* 
were,  if  possible,  still  more  energetic  in  their  expresnooK^ 
gratitude  to  the  Caithness  Highlanders,  having  adopted  At 
following  resolutions,  at  a  general  meeting  held  on  the  I2A  i 
February  1800. 

Retol'  'dy,  <<  That  to  the  temperate  seal, 


V.  MILITARY  COBBESPONDENCE.  207 

»tant  vigilaiice,  and  exemplary  conduct  of  the  officers,  non- 
comminsioiicd  officers  and  privateH  of  the  Caitliness  High- 
landers, uniformly  displayed  for  upwards  of  two  years,  we 
have  been  indebted, /tr  tiie  preservation  iif  tTatupiillity  through- 
out lki»  neigfJmtrlioody  awl  for  thejullest  degree  ofprotectitm  af- 
forded to  oar  persons  and  properties,  duriitg  a  period  fraught 
with  danger  and  alarm." 

Resolved,  "  That  not  only  this  town,  but  the  surrounding 
country,  has  derived  the  greatest  advantage  from  the  prudent 
and  judicious  use  that  has  been  made  of  the  high  discretion- 
ary powers  with  which  the  officers  commanding  the  Caithness 
Highbinders  were  invested." 

Tliere  was  nothing  for  which  the  two  corps  were  more  dis- 
tinguished, than  the  superior  excellence  of  their  health.  In 
the  second  battalion,  out  of  1000  men,  officers  included,  the 
number  of  deatbs,  in  the  space  of  seven  years,  amounted  on- 
ly to  2  officers,  and  37  non-commimioned  officers  and  soldiers, 
not  being  3-4ths  per  man  in  every  hundred  each  year ;  and 
when  the  first  battalion  was  disbanded  at  Edinburgh,  there  was 
not  a  single  sick  man  in  it  Every  individual  came  to  the 
field,  and  delivered  up  his  arms  in  person. 

Being  apprehensive  that  men  who  entered  voluntarily  into 
the  service,  and  were  to  serve  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war  alone,  would  not  consider  themselves  tied  down  to  the 
same  strictness  of  discipline,  as  regular  soldiers  who  were  en- 
listed for  life,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  devise  some  method  , 
of  encouraging  merit  and  good  behaviour,  and  checking  mis- 
conduct ;  and  for  that  purpose  I  tried,  with  much  success,  the 
following  plan : 

Once  a  month,  the  regiment  was  paraded.  The  officeiB 
were  assembled  around  the  Colonel,  and  a  muster-roll  was 
given  him  by  tlie  commanding-officer  of  each  company,  with 
eleven  columns,  filled  up  as  follows  : 
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1. 

No. 
in  tbe  liiL 


7. 

When 

enlisted. 


2. 

Name. 


8. 

Length  of 

Service. 


Every  man  in  the  list  was  called  up  in  rotation,  and  in  |l^ 
sence  of  the  whole  coq)s,  according  to  the  report  made  utk 
muster-roll,  he  was  either  publicly  applauded  or  rebuked*  (k 
these  days,  promotions  were  made ;  for  instance,  a  printe 
promoted  to  be  a  lance-corporal,  or  a  corporal  aqppointedi 
sergeant ;  and  as  diis  was  done,  in  the  presence  of  the  whok 
battalion,  it  had  an  astonisliing  effect  in  excitingr  a  spirit  oi 
emulation,  and  preserving  an  anxiety  among  the  men,  for  ob- 
taining and  preserving  a  good  character. 

If  such  muster-rolls  were  adopted  in  every  corps  througlMNK  | 
the  army,  it  would  enable  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  ham 
complete  view  of  its  state.  It  would  be  known  how  manyiol- 
diers  each  of  the  three  kingdoms  produced  ;  how  many  yoa^ 
middle-aged,  or  old  soldiers,  were  in  the  service  ;  how  mBj 
were  distinguished  by  their  discipline  and  tlieir  good  beb- 
viour,  or  the  reverse.  In  short,  a  better  view  of  our  jnilimy 
defence  would  thus  be  obtained,  than  is  at  present  the  cam  jb 
any  army  in  Europe. 

A  plan  having  been  adopted  in  this  reg^ent,  which  i« 
likewise  introduced  into  other  Highland  corps  with  the  besi 
effect,  it  may  be  proper  here  briefly  to  explain  it.  It  ii  en- 
dent  that  a  distinction  ought  to  be  made  b^twe^a  luuntet- 
tional  or  slight  breaches  of  discipline,  and  those  proeeeAf 
from  depraved  liabits,  or  hardened  guilt  For  the  hM 
courts-martial  are  necessary ;  but  for  the  fbrmer,  it  was  ^ 
usual  practice  in  this  regiment,  to  empower  an  ezperieneeJ 
soldier  in  the  same  company,  to  bring  the  offender  to  acooniL 
He  was  enjoined  to  award  some  slight  punishment,  and  v 
keep  a  sharp  eye  over  the  cidprit  afterwards.  This  phm  w» 
attended  witli  the  happiest  effects ;  but  great  caution  b  i^ 
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quired  in  the  selection  of  proper  men  for  this  moral  super- 
intendence. They  must  be  correct  in  their  own  conduct ;  for 
punishments  or  advice  from  men  who  require  both  themselves, 
and  shew  an  example  of  the  very  conduct  they  reprobate,  can- 
not be  expected  to  be  received  even  with  common  patience, 
&r  less  with  respect,  and  a  resolution  to  benefit  by  them. 
The  manner  in  which  the  men  exercise  their  authority, 
should  also  be  looked  after,  lest  they  should  punish  with  that 
undue  severity,  which  persons  intrusted  with  power  over  their 
equak  are  too  apt  to  indulge  in. 


I. 

a 

L£  MARECHAL  COMPTE  ROMANZOFF  SAOOUNAISKY. 

On  the  21st  September  1786,  I  arrived  at  the  ancient  town 
of  Carolowitsh  in  the  Ukraine,  (about  265  versts  *  from  Kiew), 
and  there  received  the  following  polite  note  from  the  above 
distinguished  warrior : 

Le  Marechal  Comte  Romanzoff  Sadounaisky,  tr^  sensible 
a  Tattention  que  Monsieur  le  Chevalier  Baronet  Sinclair, 
Membre  de  Parlement  d'Angleterre,  veut  bien  lui  t^moigner, 
sera  tres  charm^  d'avoir  I'honneur  de  le  refevoir  dans  sa  mai- 
sonf. 

I  immediately  proceeded  to  Wischenskie,  where  the  Mar- 
shal resided,  and  was  received  with  the  utmost  politeness  and 
hospitality.  We  dined  at  two  o'clock.  A  Russian  General, 
two  aid-de-camps,  and  six  other  officers  were  present,  not 

•  Or  196  English  miles. 

f  TVansUtion. 

The  Marshal  Count  RomamoflT  Sadounaisky,  very  sensible  of  the  attention 
which  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Member  of  the  English  Parliament,  does  him  the  ho- 
nour to  shew  him,  will  be  delighted  to  have  the  pleasure  of  receiving  him  at  his 
house. 

VOL.  I.  O 
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one  of  whom  spoke  »  single  word  during  tlic  whole  Wne,  Mt 
poen  tu  one  another.     The  subserviency  of  the  Russian 
officers  to  their  superiom,  is  hardly  credible  to  an  FngliihiiM 
After  dinner,  we  went  in  a  droski  and  six,   with  two 
superbly  dressed  preceding  us,  to  see  a  now  liouse.  del^ 
fully  situated  on  the  Desna,  which  the  Marshal  was  buiUilg 
for  a  winter  habitation.    It  was  tu  contain  1 20  roomB,  besidM 
theatre,  &c.      In  the  evening  there  was  tea,  and  afterwaidi* 
Russian  play  was  acted  in  a  Urge  hall,  fitted  up  as  a  tha 
which  passed  ufr  mucli  better  than  !  expected.      I  had  n 
conversation  with  the  Marshal  on  various  subjects,  and 
highly  pleased  with  the  sound  sense,  information,  and  pd 
ness  ho  displayed.     The  epithet  Sadmaiaisin/  \s  an  honotnl^ 
addition  to  hia  name,  signifying  "  The  Conqueror  beyond  ^ 
Danube" 

Marshal  Romanzow  H-as  certainly  one  of  the  greatest  d» 
racters  that  Russia  ever  produced.  He  was  a  soldier  (w 
sixteen,  having  served  very  early  under  Marshal  Kei^  i 
whom  he  spoke  in  the  highest  terms,  and  to  %vhom  he  M^ 
huted  the  foundation  of  all  Ids  fame  and  glury.  He  einb* 
eed  every  opportunity  of  acquiring  military  kiiowledgf,  'd 
was  undoubtedly,  when  I  saw  him,  one  of  the  first  ^nenb* 
Europe.  Hi.s  only  rivals  were  Marshal  Laudohn,  .anil  G^ 
neral  Moelendorf,  Governor  of  Berlin,  His  conduct  HW" 
gulated  by  principles  which  did  great  credit  to  his  undeisU^ 
ing.  Hesaid,  "  That  one  profession  was  as  much  as  an;' 
could  know  thoroughly  :"  and  paid  little  attention,  thereS* 
to  any  subject,  not  immediately  of  a  military  nature,  of  «• 
nected  with  it.  "  Nothing  is  more  imprudent,"  he  fAtsw^ 
"  than  to  despise  an  enemy,  or  by  any  meain^  to  excite  tot* 
dignation.  revenge,  or  any  other  strong  passion,  the  ea«?r 
acqtiired  from  which  may  make  up  for  M-ant  of  skill  or  oottiip-' 
"  A  general,"  he  farther  remarked,  "  must  bi 
to  his  own  troops,  without  descending  to  meanness, 
too  often  seen  by  them,  which  must  render  him  less 
He  himself  Jiad  learned  so  much  aflabilitv  by  practice. 
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rigidly  observed  his  own  rules,  that  he  i-onstantly  took  oS  his 
hut  Ut  tiie  very  children  of  Iiis  own  pe^tants  when  they  bow- 
ed to  him.  His  victories  over  the  Turks  are  well  known,  j 
They  were  founded  upon  the  maxim  of  aedng  on  the  defen- 
sive, and  of  conducting  himself  with  the  utmost  prudence 
and  circumspection,  watching  the  decisive  moment  of  nttack. 
"  For  if  tJie  Turks,"  lie  said,  "  once  break  in,  there  is  no  re- 
sisting their  impetuosity."  His  state  of  bealtli,  in  1786,  had 
been  for  some  time  very  indifferent,  mined,  he  observed,  by 
two  circumstances,  the  most  destructive  of  any  to  the  constitu- 
tion, namely,  "  les  vieiUrs  de  la  wwr,  »■(  lesfatijkuis  de  gverre ;" 
of  both  of  which  he  had  ample  experience.  He  spoke  of 
several  English  officers  with  great  respect.  He  was  always  a 
staunch  friend  to  an  intimate  connection  between  England 
and  Russia,  as  equally  usefiil  to  both  countries.  He  lived  in 
great  state  at  his  eltateau  of  Wischenslde,  keeping  from  eight 
to  ten  musicians,  a  set  of  Russian  comedians,  and  a  number  I 
of  domestics,  his  whole  establishment  aiTording  a  very  ade-  1 
quale  idea  of  the  ancient  feudal  magnificence.  I 

Tlie  following  friendly  communication  trom  Marshal  K<h  I 
manzow,  I  consider  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  whole  of 
this  collection : 

Monsieur, 

C'est  avec  bien  de  ta  sensibilitc,  que  j'eiis  I'honneur  de  re- 
cevoir  votre  billet.  Monsieur,  et  la  carte  de  son  voyage  sep- 
tentrional qui  raccompaguoit.  Ce  souvenir  flatteur  me  p4- 
nctre  ile  la  plus  vive  reconnoissance,  et  me  rend  d'autant  plus 
empresse  li  vous  assurer  pareillemenU  qu'il  me  sera  bien  doux 
de  conserver  celui  de  la  vlsitc,  dont  il  vous  a  plu  m'honorer  ^ 
sur  ma  terre,  qui,  pour  tout  merite,  joiiit  de  I'at'antage  d'etre^ 
inseree  dans  la  carte  de  ses  voyages.  I 

Coitfunn(;ment  a  la  circonstance  ou  je  me  trouve  presento*  1 
meiit,  ma  santc  ne  pent  qu'etre  bonne.     Je  di^sire  de  tout  I 
man  ctKUT  que  vous  ayez  loujours  a  m'en  dire  autant  de  la 
votre.  Monsieur. 

J'cspere  que  As  tema  ta  terns  vous  voudrez  bi«a  m'hoBO- 
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rer  de  vos  lettres,  et  m'uccorder  uiie  fois  pour  toutes  la  cooti- 
Ruation  de  votre  amid^,  que  je  tacherai  de  meriter  (nr  in 
parfait  retour  de  la  mienne. 

Agr^ez,  Monsieur,  tes  sendmens  de  restime  et  de  la  am- 
deiaCion  distingude  avec  lesquels  j'd  I'honneur  d'cbe,  M» 
sieur,  votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeissant  serviteur, 

Che  Romanzoff  Sadounaiski '. 

FuafierK 
cc25.  Noicmbre  1TB7. 


MARSHAL  BLUCHEEt. 

I  wislied  much  to  liave  ttic  pleasure  of  formine  bo  N* 
qiiuintance  witli  tbia  celebrated  warrior,  when  be  cameow 
after  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  to  visit  England  ;  and  for  llK 
purpose  applied  to  Alexander  Honi,  Esq.  tlie  Britiab  3fr 
nister  at  Katisbon,  wbo  happened  to  be  in  London  at  ik 
time,  from  wbom  1  received  the  following  letter  on  the  »t 
jeet,  dated  3d  July  1813. 

Dear  Sir  John, 
On  my  return  home,   I  found  a  message  from  Bliicbet* 
nay,  that  he  leaves  town  for  the  Duke  of  Cambridge's  f(A 
but  returns  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  that  he  will  be  h^ 


Ii  wu  wiih  pMuliv  pleuure  tin 
niap  of  jour  journey  to  the  North, 
wu  highly  graiifying  ;  and  I  hmsten 


only  mtH 


received  your  note,  occomni^id  tt  *> 
[liis  flattering  mark  of  jour  1 1  iiii  idh^ 
iMure  you,  U.ai  I  likewiK  pnacm  « |l» 
hicl]  yoo  honoured  mit,  on  m,  „Bi« 
iiagc  of  being  inHTted  in  the  nap  Bljm 


From  the  drcumitances  in  which  I  un  SI  present  plored,  m' 
but  be  good.  I  pray  with  all  my  heart,  that  you  wiQ  always  be  . 
ibe  same  agioeable  infonnation  of  youis. 

I  hope  thai,  from  time  to  time,  you  will  liunour  me  with  your  lettm,  M 
favour  mc  with  ■  conlinuuice  of  your  frieadsbip,  wbieh  I  sbalJ  en 
ril,  by  repaying  it  in  return  witb  mine.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ac, 
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to  maki'  your  acquaintance  on  Wednesday  morning  at  eleven 
o'clocit.      Yours  most  sincerely, 

Alexander  Horn. 

Nothing  could  be  more  flattering  tlian  the  reception  ^ven 
me  by  Marshal  Bliicher.  He  smA,  that  the  war  being  now 
over,  he  was  anxious  to  return  to  the  purstuts  of  agriculture, 
for  which  he  had  always  had  a  partiality  ;  indeed,  that  he  hod 
already  been  for  fourteen  years  a  farmer.  That  he  had  heard  a 
great  deal  of  Scotch  husbandry,  and  wished  me  to  procure 
for  him  some  Scotch  plouglis.  He  asked,  Whether  I  thought 
that  the  Scotch  system  of  husbandry  would  succeed  in  Prus- 
sia, and  what  was  the  best  plan  for  introducing  it?  I  short- 
ened my  visit  as  much  as  possible,  as  numbers  were  in  atten- 
dance to  see  him.  He  was  a  fine  soldier-like  person,  seemed 
to  possess  great  quickness  of  intellect,  and  activity  of  person ; 
and  though  General  Greisenau  was  the  officer  on  wliom  the 
Pnissians  principally  depended,  for  arranging  the  plan  of  a 
campaign,  or  of  a  battle,  yet  for  executing  the  plan  after  it 
was  formed, — for  rousing  the  spirit  of  the  soldiery, — for  ani- 
mating them  to  great  exertions, — or  for  retrieving  a  defeat, — 
no  officer  could  surpass  Marshal  Blucher  •. 


GENERAL  THE  BARON  MUFFLING. 

In  the  course  of  my  inquiries  regarding  the  battle  of  Wa- 
terloo, 1  found  that  the  Prussian  General  MufSing  had  drawn 
up  an  account,  not  only  of  tliat  engagement,  but  of  the  whole 
campaign,  with  every  advantage  of  procuring  information,  as 
he  belonged  to  the  stafl"  of  the  Prussian  army,  and  was  in  the 
confidence  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington.    I  was  anxious,  tliere- 

■  t  iftemnnlB  bchI  him  mn  engraiing  of  the  Scatch  plough,  ftom  whicb  il 
OMild  be  cotutrudid.  Hii  ud-de-camp  said  il  vat  one  of  the  moit  acceptable 
praunM  b«  had  received  once  bii  urinl  in  England. 
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fore,  to  have  so  valuable  a  work  published  in  EIngland,  wUA 
he  very  readily  agreed  to,  and  actually  employed  some  of  hk 
staff,  who  understood  both  German  and  Eng^lish,  to  make  the 
translation  of  his  work  *. 

The  zeal  with  which  he  entered  into  the  plan,  will  apfat 
from  the  following  communication  : 

Paris,  Hotel  du  Rhin,  Rue  dc  HiUv, 
a  Man  1817. 

MoN  Cher  Chevalier, 

De  retour  depuis  trois  mois  a  Paris,  je  voulois  vous  teiRi 
pour  vous  en  donner  la  nouvelle,  et  pour-la,  voir  si  le  prqeC 
que  j'avois  form^,  et  dont  je  vous  avois  hat  part,  par  une  lettze 
de  Coblence,  a  eu  votre  approbation.  Je  vous  prie,  en  tatf 
cas,  de  me  donner  de  vos  nouvelles,  avant  men  depart  de  Fni^ 
qui  aura  lieu  en  20  jours,  pour  passer  F^te  a  Coblence.  S 
THistoire  de  la  Campagne  1815  a  paru,  M'.  Egertaa  nm 
bien  la  complaisance  de  m'envoyer  deux  exemplaires  ici,  eor 
si  ce  seroit  trop  tard,  a  Coblence  par  Bruxelles.  Uaantff 
n'a  pas  encore  paru  en  Allemagne ;  mais  c'est  d'ici  a  un  nflv 
qu'il  sera  public  en  Franfois  et  en  Allemand. 

Agreez  I'assurance  de  Tamitie  et  de  Testime  avec  leraiielks 
je  ne  cesserai  d'etre,  Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  votre  ties 
humble  et  tres  ob^  serviteur, 

Charles  Baron  de  Muffling  f* 


•  It  IB  to  be  had  at  £gerton*8,  Charing-CnxB,  Ixmdoo. 

f  Translation. 

Paris,  3d  Mttcfa  18R 
My  Deaa  Sib, 

Having  returned  three  months  ago  to  Paris,  I  wished  to  write  and  ii 
of  the  circumstance,  and  also  to  ascertain  whether  the  plan  nrhich  I  **^ 
and  which  I  communicated  to  you  by  a  letter  from  Coblentz,  hma  met  with  i9f 
approbation.  At  aU  events,  I  beg  that  you  will  let  me  hear  from  yoq  tab*! 
leave  Paris,  which  I  shall  do  in  about  three  weeks,  to  pass  tha  na^ar* 
Coblenu.  If  the  History  of  the  Campaigu  1815  has  appeared,  Mr  £>■*' 
will  have  the  goodness  to  send  two  copies  here  ;  or,  if  they  ciould  not  udn^ 
time,  to  Coblentz  by  Brussels.  The  work  has  not  yet  appealed  in  Gcn*^. 
but  it  will  be  published  about  a  month  hence  in  French  and  German. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  the  friendship  and  esteem  with  which  I  ^— ii  eicri*- 
main,  &c  &c. 
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MARSHAL  MACDONALD. 

Among  tlie  celebrate*!  generals  wlio  coritrihiited  to  the 
Eiicce!»  of  tlie  itepiiblican  Government  of  France,  at  tlie  com- 
meiiceraent  of  the  Kovolutionary  war,  there  is  none  whose 
services  were  of  a  higlier  description  than  those  of  Marshal 
Macdonald.  I  was  not,  however,  aware  of  their  superior 
importance,  until  I  had  lately  the  opportunity  of  exmniiiing  a 
work  entitled,  "  Campagnes  de  General  Pichegru  aus  Armt'es 
du  Nord,  &c.  &c.  Par  le  Citoyen  David,  t6moin  de  la  pifipart 
(te  leurs  exploits,"  A  Paris,  1796.  This  author's  authority 
may  be  the  more  confidently  relied  on,  as  he  was  an  eye-wit- 
ness of  the  scenes  he  describes,  Tlie  Following  is  the  account 
he  gives  of  Marshal  Maedonald's  important  services  in  t!ie 
course  of  that  campaign  : 

"  Clairfaitg'dtantconsiderablement  reiiforcepar  Ich  troupes 
que  Cobourg  lui  avott  etivoyees  de  Tournai,  nous  attaqiia  le 
26  ( I'i  Juin,  V.  St.)  sur  tous  les  points,  depuis  Rousselaer  jus- 
qu'a  Hooglede.  Avec  des  forces  superieures  et  I'initiative  de 
I'attaque,  il  devoit  se  prumettre  les  plus  grands  succcs ;  il  eti- 
trevit  meme  un  instant  la  victoire ;  car  son  premier  choc  cul- 
buta  et  mil  en  deroutc  notre  aiie  droite,  qui  lui  ubandoima 
Rousselaer.  Mais  bi  division  du  General  Souham,  et  sur-tout 
la  brigade  de  Macdonald,  qui  occupoit  la  plaine  d'Hooglede, 
lui  fit  bientut  perdre  ce  premier  avantage.  Cette  brigade, 
n'^tant  plus  appuyee  sur  la  droite,  fut  attaquee  de  front  et  de 
flanc,  et  elle  etoit  dans  uiie  si  maiivaise  position,  que  tout 
autre  que  Macdonald  auroit  fait  battrc  h  rctraite;  mais  ce 
brave  Ecossals  soutiiit  le  premier  choc  avec  une  opiuiatretO 
extraordinaire ;  il  fut  bientot  renforc^  par  la  brigade  de  Di- 
vinther,  et  ces  deiix  colonnes  se  battbeut  avec  tant  d'achanie- 
ment,  que  I'ennemi  fut  oblige  de  plier.   On  ne  fit  pas  ce  jour- 
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la  de  prisonniers ;  mais  on  tua  une  tres-grande  quantite  d'euifr- 
mis,  et  on  forc^a  ClairfEut  a  abandonner  Itoiisselaer,  et  a  ttft- 
tirer  dans  ses  positions  ordinairea  de  Tliielt." 

"  Cette  bataille  a  4te  une  des  plus  sanglantes  de  Ik 
pagne ;  mais  aussi  elle  a  «te  la  plus  decisive,  puisqu'elle  do* 
a  rcnduB  maJtrea  d'Ypres,  de  toute  la  West-Flandre,  fl  q>f 
depuis  ce  moment  I'ennemi  n'a  pu  nous  roister,  ni  au  c«Dm 
ni  a  droite,  ni  b  gauche." 

"  Miicdouald  avoit  etc  destituc  par  Saint  Just,  sous  pi4usit 
que  n'^tant  pas  roeiferateur,  il  ne  pouvait  pas  etre  patiiMt 
Les  generaux  avoient  eu  beau  affirmer  que  ce  g^n^ral  etoiia 
excellent  officier,  un  bon  republicain,  et  qu'ils  repondnok 
qu'au  lieu  de  trahir  la  H6publique,  il  la  serviroit  en  bran  a 
bon  militaire:  N'importe,  Saint  Just  voulait  des  organiser  r» 
m^e ;  il  le  destitua.  On  pretend  que  Richard  eut  le  cooop 
de  &ire  bruler  rarret6  de  Saint-Just,  et  de  laisser  coutiniuflt 
service  a  ce  brave  militaire.  Si  cela  est  vrai,  griices  mm! 
renduB  a  ee  bon  repreaentant.  Macdonald  a  pai^tenoi 
bien  servi  dans  toutes  les  occasions ;  mais  a  Hooglede  il  M* 
a  sauv^s.  8'il  ne  s'y  fut  pas  trouve,  nous  aurions  ete  p«* 
fetre  obliges  de  lever  le  siege  d'Ypres.  Que  les  miliuiff 
mesurent  I'etendue  des  maux  qui  en  auioient  result^." 

"  La  garnison  d'Ypres  ayant  appris  la  defaite  de  ClurilJl 
capitula  le  29  (17  Juin,  v.  st.).  Quoique  forte  de  6  i  7  A 
honunes,  elle  ne  pouvoit  plus  nous  r^sbter ;  elle  accepta  i^ 
toutes  les  conditions  qu'on  lui  proposa.  Elle  laissa  tool  a 
qui  etoit  dans  la  place,  deposa  les  armes  sur  les  glacis,  etb 
fute  priaonniere  de  guerre  *." 

*  TraniUtion. 
Clair^t  being  coiuiderabt;  riinforccd  by  tlie  Iroops  Uiat  Coburg  bad  iM* 
bim  rrooi  Tounuy,  aOackcd  iia  an  the  85th,  (13ih  June  O.  S.)  upon  all^M 
from  RouBKlaer  la  Hooglede.  With  auperior  forcet,  aod  the  advaoiuarfir 
ginning  the  attack,  he  whs  justified  in  pronuung  himself  the  irreslm  KIQBI 
bo  bod  even  ■  momentary  prospect  of  victory,  Tor  hig  lun  onset  ovenbn*^ 
pul  to  the  rout  our  right  wing,  whicb  left  him  in  ponoHon  of  Roiuselaer.  BW* 
division  of  General  Souham,  uid  especially  iho  brigade  of  lUacaoiuld.  "b* 
occupied  the  plain  of  Hooglede,  noon  made  him  lose  this  first  advauiuK  H 
brigsde,  being  no  longer  supported  on  the  riglil,  was  alUL-ked  froot  and  i« 
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Greater  complimenU  could  not  have  been  piud  to  any  ge- 
neral. It  M  stated,  that  in  the  unfortunate  position  in  which 
his  hri^rade  was  placed,  any  aUter  tfetiera}  bid  MaciLntald  would 
have  sounded  a  retreat ;  and  though  he  had  behaved  well  on 
nuuiy  other  occasions,  yet  that  at  Hooglede  bt  had  tavtd  the 
amtij. 

Marshal  Aracdonald  is  of  Scotch  extraction,  and  the  French 
Republicans  were  extremely  jealous  of  his  aristocratic  name, 
and  the  attachment  of  Ids  family  to  the  Royal  House  of  Stu- 
art. His  father  took  an  active  part  in  the  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt made  by  the  Pretender  in  1745,  to  recover  the  throne 
he  churned ;  and,  in  the  course  of  a  tour  which  the  Marshal 
made  in  Scotland,  though  very  short,  be  went  to  the  island  of 

■iid  it  wu  in  such  *  b*d  poaiUDn,  tlul  uj  oilier  Ulan  ftUcdoiuld  would  tune 
■oudded  ■  ntrtat ;  bul  Ihii  bntt  Scotmun  aupported  tbe  fira  ihock  with  ei- 
trmordiavy  obRinccj  ;  he  vn  aoan  reinrarc«d  by  the  brigade  of  DiTinthvr,  >nd 
tbne  1*0  columoi  rought  »ilb  »  much  tiiry.  th«t  tbe  eavm;  wu  obliged  to 
jitld.  TbejF  mode  do  priumen  that  da]',  but  theji  lulled  a  great  number  or  the 
mem;,  and  the;  forced  CUiilut  to  abandon  Rouuelaer,  and  to  retire  lo  bii 
irdinar}'  pontion  at  Thielu 

Tbii  battle  was  one  of  the  most  blood;  of  tbe  ounpaign,  but  it  was  abo  iJie 
moM  dericite,  tinn  il  rettdcred  tu  inaiten  of  V|ires,  of  all  Wot  Flanden.  and 
ai  fVom  Uiat  momeul  tbe  enemy  was  not  able  to  retiit  ui,  dtbn  in  ihe  centre, 
or  to  Ilw  right  or  leA. 

Macdonald  had  bwn  deprived  of  Uie  command  by  St  Just,  under  Ihi;  preteil, 
that,  aa  he  was  not  a  declaimer,  be  could  not  be  a  patriot.  In  lain  did  the 
generals  affirm,  that  be  wasaneieellant  officer,  a  good  republican,  and  that,  in- 
slead  of  betnying  tbe  republic,  they  would  be  reiponnble  for  his  serving  il  like 
a  brave  and  good  loldier-  llii!  was  of  no  cooaequeuce.  St  Jusi  <raiitcd  (o  dia- 
organiK  Ibe  anny.  and  deprived  him  of  the  conunand,  It  ii  nid  il>ai  Richard 
had  the  courage  lo  hum  Uie  decree  of  8t  Juii,  and  to  permit  tbii  brave  widier 
to  continue  in  the  fervice.  If  bo,  gratitude  is  due  to  this  eicellent  representn- 
tire.  Macdondd  bai  Mrred  perfectly  well  on  all  occBfloii« ;  btil  al  Wooglede 
he  nved  ui.  Had  he  nol  been  (here,  we  might  bate  been  forced  to  raite  the 
negtof  Ypm.  Lei  military  men  judge  of  ili«  exum  of  tbe  mufortunea  which 
would  have  rnulled. 

TIk  garrison  of  Ypm  having  beard  of  tfae  deffal  of  Clairfait,  rapituUted  on 
theSMi.  (17lb  June  O.  a).  Alihough  tbey  amounted  lo  G  or  7000  men.  they 
could  no  longer  resit  ua,  and  therefwe  agreed  to  all  tbe  conditioiu  propoted  by 
US.  Tbty  left  behind  every  thing  thai  was  in  tbe  place,  laid  dtnni  tbeir  arms  on 
the  gtacii.  and  became  piitonen  of  war. 
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South  Uiat,  cliicfly  to  see  tlio  cave  in  which  Priuce  Chails 
and  his  fatlier  had  sheltered  themselves  from  the  pursuit  of 
their  enemies  *, 

Marshal  Maedonaldenterbuns  the  highest  idea  of  the  Sootdi 
Highlaiidera,  for  their  fidelity,  courage,  and  loyalty.  He  ae- 
counted  it  an  honour  to  be  considered  their  countryman,  and 
he  resolved  to  imitate  them  in  the  career  whicli  he  foUotved. 
He  was  proud  also,  to  bear  the  name,  and  to  belong  to  the 
tamily  of  Manlouald,  which,  for  ages,  has  heen  so  justly  cele- 
brated for  their  courage,  and  the  elevation  and  purity  of  their 
sentiments. 

When  he  visited  Scotland,  he  received  tlie  most  Sattering 
reception  ;  and,  in  a  recent  letter  1  received  fi'om  him,  dated 
Paris,  25th  March  1830,  he  expresses  his  hopes  and  wisheij 
that  the  period  will  yet  arrive,  when  he  will  be  able  to  revint 
a  country,  for  which  botli  he  and  his  son  (who  is  to  accom- 
pany him),  feel  so  strong  an  attachment. 


V. 
BATTLE  OF  WATERLOO. 

Having  acquired  some  knowledge  of  military  mattery  1 
felt  a  great  desire  to  obtain  the  most  authentic  infonnatioB 
that  could  be  procured,  regarding  the  greatest  military  event 
of  modem  times,  "  The  Battle  of  Waterloo,"  and  took 
an  excursion  to  the  Continent  for  that  purpose. 

Upon  applying  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  for  liis  ^d  to 
complete  the  account  I  proposed  to  draw  up  of  that  celebm- 

•  The  Hanfad  Is  disdnguiijied  bj  a  most  Kcurale  memory,  which  be  pronl 
by  giving  hit  roule  from  Ibe  diy  he  left  P.ris  till  b[s  anival  at  E^dinhut^  n. 
nUDg  every  rtage  where  he  BWp^  the  day  of  the  morih,  Ac.  He  aud  that  mS. 
Iflty  men  musl  aeiualom  themselves  U)  be  Teiy  exact  in  Cbose  maiten.  At  P«m 
he  usually  rites  every  morning  ai  five.  He  says,  there  is  to  much  gOHpin 
and  lititiDg  in  France,  that  the  looming  is  the  only  time  for  doing  busiiie*. 
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ted  engR^ement,  lie  mid,  "  I  can  ^ve  you  tio  infonnatian 
that  would  be  of  any  use  to  you.  My  mind  was  so  completely 
occupied  with  the  ffreat  evetds  of  the  battle,  that  I  could  not 
pay  any  attention  to  its  minar  details.  All  that  I  caii  tell  you 
is,  tikat  we  met  the  enemy ;  that  we  fought  a  battle ;  and  that 
we  gained  a  victory." 

The  information,  however,  which  1  obtained  from  otliere, 
was  very  satisfactory.  1  traced  in  tlie  field  itself,  and  it» 
neighbourhood,  the  whole  progress  of  the  engE^ement ;  and 
by  means  of  a  correspondence  witli  the  officers  who  had  com- 
manded at  Hoiigomont  and  La  Haye  Saiiite,  I  obtained  the 
most  interesting  particulars  regarding  the  attacks  on  those  two 
most  important  pUces  '.  In  regard  to  llie  account  1  liad 
drawn  up  of  the  attack  on  Hougvmont,  in  purticidar,  1  lutd 
the  pleasure  of  receiving  tlie  following  letter  from  Colonel 
Woodford,  who,  for  some  time,  had  the  command  at  that  post. 

Cambn;,  Juna  £1  ISIU. 

Colonel  Woodford  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  and  begs  to  return  his  thanks  for  the  honour  lie  has 
done  him,  in  sending  him  the  printed  account  of  the  defence 
of  Kougomont,  which  Colonel  Woodford  woidd  have  acknow- 
ledged sooner,  Iiad  he  not  been  absent  from  Cambray  when 
that  paper  was  received. 

Colonel  Woodford  b  persuaded,  that  tlie  officers  and  men 
of  the  Ist  Coldstream,  and  3d  Regiments  of  Guards,  who  liad 
the  honour  of  defending  different  points  of  that  post,  will  feel 
particularly  indebted  to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  collected  and  publislied  tliese  details. 

The  work  of  General  Muffling,  already  mentioned,  (a  trans- 
lation of  which  into  English  1  was  the  means  of  procuring,) 
is  by  far  the  best  military  description  of  Napoleon's  last  cam- 


■  Li  Haje  SmdU  «■■  taken  bj  (be  French,  became  (here  w 
icfa  aminupitioD  could  tie  introduced  into  il,  but  by  an  entn 
uaandcd  b;  tlie  cannon  of  tbe  taraij. 
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paign,  and  the  great  events  tlierewitli  connected,  tbat  has  eft 
yet  been  publislted. 

General  Foy,  who  was  employed  in  the  attack  on  Uou- 
gomont,  made  an  excellent  remark  on  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 
"  H  n'eloit  pas  vne  bataiUe,  mats  im  duelle."  It  was  not  s 
battle,  but  a  duel,  between  the  two  armies  ;  for  tJiere  was  no 
nianceuvrmg,  and  nothing  but  Bheer  fighting.  The  duratioD 
of  the  combat  gave  the  English  army  a  great  advBntafe  ;  for 
though  the  French  are  equally  brave,  they  have  not  the  samt 
bottom,  or  physical  strength,  as  the  English  :  and  if  a  battle 
is  protracted  for  many  Iiour»<,  the  former  have  not  the  same 
chance  of  success. 

It  is  said  that  Grouchy  was  prevailed  upon  by  Vandamme 
not  to  think  of  joining  Ni^oleon,  (who,  he  said,  would  defeit 
the  English  witliout  his  aid),  but  to  march  to  Brussels,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  plundering  that  city.  If  so,  the  ruui  of  Napoka 
was  partly  owing  to  liis  having  retained  an  officer  in  his  ser- 
vice, whom  he  ought  to  have  discarded,  as  among  the  most 
unprincipled  in  his  conduct,  of  any  that  the  French  ReTolu- 
tton  had  produced. 


HINTS  REGARDING  THE  PROPOSED  REDUCTIONS  IN  OUK 
PEACE  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

There  is  no  circumstance  that  seems  to  me  more  dangenxH 
to  the  prosperity,  and  indeed  the  safety,  and  independent  ex- 
istence of  the  nation,  tlian  those  plans  for  reducing  our  nanl 
and  military  establishmenta,  which  it  is  now  so  conmua  (> 
recommend. 

Widiout  the  prospect  of  an  adequate  subsistence,  and  po- 
manent  employment,  there  is  no  inducement  to  a  suffident 
number  of  persons,  more  especially  of  those  spirited  and  ele- 
vated characters  who  are  alone  capable  of  adding  to  the  £ 
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of  their  country,  aiid  insiuiiig  its  safety,  to  engage  in  the 
naval  anri  military  professions;  and  when  it  is  complmned 
that  wc  are  at  a  great  expense  in  keeping  itp  those  establish- 
ment, it  ought  to  be  considered,  that  it  is  only  a  provision 
for  some  of  our  countrymen,  who  are  thus  retained,  in  a  per- 
petual state  of  prepamtion,  to  defend  their  fellow-subjects. 

Indeed,  the  lownessof  our  peace  establLshmenls  has  altvays 
been  of  great  disadvantage  to  this  country,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war.  In  general  we  have  had  but  few  men  with 
much  practice  in  tlie  naval  or  military  departments,  or  capa- 
ble of  teaching  tliose  whom  we  were  under  the  necessity  of 
raising.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  ware  were  ineffi- 
ciently coiimienced,  were  unnecessarily  prolonged,  mid  wrrc 
uitimatelif  rvndfred  mueh  more  expftuivr,  than  if  tee  liad  begun 
utitli  a  qreatrr  fiiree  at  our  command. 

it  is  said,  that  we  must  hiuband  uur  retuurces,  in  order  to 
enable  us  to  carry  on  a  new  war,  should  it  break  out.  Such 
a  doctrine  seem^  to  me  extremely  exceptionable.  It  goes  up- 
on the  idea,  that  the  national  resources  are  gtatumary.  On 
the  contrary,  1  miuntaiii  that  they  are  protp-emix,  and  that  if 
a  government  would  wisely  promote,  in  time  of  peace,  its 
agricultural,  comroerciaL,  and  other  means  of  acquiring  wealtli, 
no  apprehension  need  to  be  entertained  of  any  deficiency  of 
resources,  should  a  war  unavoidably  break  ouL 

But  we  are  told,  that  such  and  such  reduced  establishments 
were  sanctioned  by  fonner  Parliaments.  To  that  my  answer 
is.  "  It  might  as  well  be  contended,  that  the  clothes  of  a 
sehool-boy  should  be  worn  by  a  full-grown  man,  as  that  the 
establishments  of  a  moderate-sized  kingdom  are  calculated  for 
the  preservation  and  safety  of  an  extensive  empire." 

The  great  object  of  a  nation  ought  to  be  "  neatrUy," 
which  never  can  exist  irilkotU  ample  rstablUhmeniii,  more  espe- 
cially with  an  empire  so  extensive  as  Great  Britain  is  at  pre- 
sent. Can  any  thing  be  more  alarming  to  a  right-minded 
and  well  informed  patriot,  than  the  information  we  have  just 
received,  that  France  is  sending  a  formidable  fleet,  and  an 
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army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  to  attack  Algiers  'i  I  should  I 
glad  to  know,  if  our  establishments  were  reduced  so  low  a 
has  recently  been  contended  for,  what  would  become  of  this 
country,  if  such  an  army  were  to  land  in  England,  to  which 
the  invention  of  steam  navigation  gives  so  much  facility  ?  How 
could  we,  without  volunteers, — without  yeomanry, — without 
B  trained  militia, — and  with  contracted  naval  and  military 
establishments,  resist  such  an  invasion  'i 

I  cannot  conclude  these  cursory  observations,  without  sta- 
ting it  OS  an  opinion,  with  the  justness  of  which  I  am  deeply 
impressed,  that  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war,  is  hi 
from  being  so  easily  acquired  as  is  commonly  imagined.  Ac- 
customed to  business,  and  to  spare  no  pains  in  acquiring  in- 
formation respecting  any  subject  to  wliich  i  might  be  led  to 
direct  my  attention,  I  expected  that  a  very  short  period  would 
be  sufficient  to  teach  me  all  that  it  was  necessary  for  an  offi- 
cer to  know.  I  found,  however,  such  an  idea  H'as  extreme- 
ly ill  founded ; — tliat  a  man  can  no  more  become  a  real  soldier 
in  a  few  weeks  or  months,  tlian  become  thoroughly  master,  m 
so  short  a  space,  of  any  other  trade.  Young  men,  tlierefore, 
ought  to  be  regularly  trained  to  war,  as  to  any  other  art,  &om 
an  early  period  of  their  life.  Hence  naval  and  military  aca- 
demies seem  to  me  as  necessary,  as  universities  for  law,  or 
medicine,  or  divinity ;  and  we  shall  never  be  able  to  have  a 
sufficient  number  of  skilful  officers,  or  at  least,  in  that  respect, 
to  stand  in  competition  with  the  warlike  nations  on  the  Con- 
tinent, or  even  with  the  new  empire  of  America,  unless  such 
seminaries  as  tliat  of  Woolwich  and  Sandhurst,  are  establish- 
ed  in  different  parts  of  tlie  kingdom,  where  all  the  youne 
men,  destined  for  the  public  defence,  may  have  a  foundatiai 
laid,  of  knowledge  in  the  art  of  war,  previous  to  their  enter- 
ing into  the  service. 
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CLERICAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


I  propose  dividing  my  Clerical  Correspondence  into  four 
branches;  1.  England;  2.  Scotland;  3.  America;  and,  4. 
France. 


1.— ENGLAND. 
I. 

DR  MOORE,  ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY. 

One  of  the  great  objects  I  had  in  view,  by  the  establishment 
of  a  Board  of  Agriculture,  was  to  procure  a  Statistical  Account 
of  England,  similar  to  that  which  I  had  completed  in  Scot- 
land, by  means  of  the  clergy  of  that  country.  For  that  pur- 
pose, in  forming  the  plan  of  the  Board,  I  proposed,  that  the 
Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  and  the  Bishops  of  Lon- 
don and  Durham,  should  be  officially  members;  and  when  it  was 
intended  to  appoint  two  secretaries,  that  one  of  them  should 
be  a  respectable  literary  character,  belonging  to  the  Church  of 
England^  for  carrying  on  the  statistical  correspondence  with 
its  clergy.  Several  respectable  characters  wei]p  mentioned; 
but  the  nomination  being  left  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, he  recommended  the  Rev.  Dr  Shepherd,  who,  I  be- 
lieve, was  one  of  his  chaplains.  Unfortunately,  however, 
the  Archbishop  was  informed,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  statis- 
tical researches,  the  subject  of  tithes  would  be  incLud&d.  ^^ 

VOL.  I.  p 
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immediately  informed  Mr  Pitt,  (who  was  fitvcmrable  to  my 
plans,  but  did  not  wish  to  enforce  them  if  not  approved  of  by 
the  church),  tliat  neither  he,  nor,  he  believed,  any  of  the 
Bishops,  would  promote  an  inquiry  in  whicli  the  subject  of 
tithes  would  be  discussed ;  and  he  likewise  sent  me  the  folknr- 
ing  note,  withdrawing  his  recommendation  of  Dr  Shepherd: 

Lnnbetfa  House,  July  M.  I79& 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  presents  his  complimenli 
to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  with  many  thanks  for  the  papers  he  bi 
done  him  the  honour  to  send  him*  He  has  not  troaUed  Vm 
with  Dr  Shepherd's  address ;  because  he  is  of  opinion,  on  !■► 
ture  consideration,  that  the  appointment  of  a  dei^yman,  eqpfr 
cially  a  clergyman  who  has  a  living  with  cure  of  souls,  to  he 
an  official  secretary  to  any  Board  that  will  take  up  so  mock 
of  his  time,  and  is  not  entirely,  or  at  least  chiefly,  employed 
in  matters  relative  to  religion,  is  liable  to  much  objectiaL 
He  has  therefore  withdrawn  his  recommendation. 


llie  opposition  of  the  Archbishop,  by  influencingf  Mr  Fifl^ 
was  fatal  to  the  statistical  account  of  England.  No  draiB- 
stance  could  have  been  more  provoking,  nor  in  a  public  poiti 
of  view  more  unfortunate.  There  was  not  the  least  idei  d 
interfering  with  the  property  of  the  church,  either  in  regtfl 
to  tithes,  or  in  any  other  respect ;  and  it  was  with  the  view  if 
preventing  any  jealousy  of  the  sort,  that  the  leading  membcA 
of  the  church,  were  officially  nominated  members  of  the  Boni 
Every  thing  was  prepared  for  carrying  on  a  parochial  inqniiy 
on  a  great  scale ;  but  owing  to  the  circumstance  above  met 
tioned,  England  was  deprived  of  that  minute,  or  <<  amatimd 
species  of  political  swrvey^^  which  would  have  fully  expUnt^'i 
both  its  existing  state,  and  the  means  of  its  future  imjimie 
ment.  Had  that  been  accomplished,  many  of  those  GalamiM 
so  often  since  experienced,  would  most  probably  have  betf 
averted. 

Had  the  plan  of  parochial  inquiries  been  adopted,  it  woii' 
have  been  carried  on  at  a  moderate  expense  ;  but  when  tkn 
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system  was  abandoned,  I  was  oblip^d  U>  adopt  the  p\aa  of 
couaiy,  instead  of  parochial  reports.  Thb  oi'casioned  greater 
expense,  (for  it  was  necessary  to  pay  those  who  executed 
county  reporia,)  and  required  a  longer  period  for  its  execu- 
tion. 

In  a  private  abir  ia  which  I  happened  to  be  much  in- 
terested, the  Archbishop  shewed  a  very  flattering  mark  of  his 
attention.  Having  heard  much  of  a  school  at  Sunbury  in 
Middlesex,  kept  by  the  Kev.  Dr  Moore,  to  which  I  proposed 
sending  my  eldest  son,  I  took  the  liberty  of  applying  to  his 
Grace  for  information  respecting  it.  The  Archbishop  not 
having  any  personal  knowledge  of  that  academy,  took  the 
trouble  of  applying  for  infonnation  to  the  Bishop  of  London, 
and  of  sending  me  the  following  letter : 


Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  your  note  respecting 
Dr  Moore  of  Siuibury  in  Middlesex  :  but  not  having  any  ao- 
quoinlanee,  nor  indeed  any  knowledge  whatever  of  him,  it  oc- 
curred to  me  to  write  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  who,  ae  his 
Diocesan,  might  probably  be  able  to  give  a  sufficient  answer 
to  your  inquiry  concerning  Iiim. 

I  now  inclose  to  you  the  Bishop's  letter,  and  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  Cawtuar. 

I.«inbcth  Houie,  J«nuu7  8.  IMS. 


T\w. 


DR  HICHARD  WATSON,  BISHOP  OF  LLANDAFE 

[Ills  celebrated  divine  "  was  by  fiir  tlie  greatest  character, 
for  strength  of  intellect,  that  had  appeared  in  the  Church  of 

le  iTHliiion  wu,  thai  the  nunily  origiiiillj  «mc  froni  Scotland 
hid  httn  long  MllleiJ  at  Sbap,  in  Weslmoreland.     Lift,  p.  3. 
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England  since  the  days  of  Warburton.  Such  was  his 
of  manner,  and  readiness  in  conversation,  that  I  ofken  intio- 
duced  to  him  a  self-sufficient  foreigner,  whom  I  wished  to  see 
humbled,  knowing  that  there  was  not  an  individual  better  aUe 
to  administer  the  wholesome  discipline.  I  took  care  to  have 
the  Bishop  nominated  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  he  did  ample  justice  to  that  ap» 
pointment.  During  his  residence  in  London,  he  regukrij 
attended  the  meetings  of  the  Board;  and  not  only  took  an 
active  part  in  all  its  proceedings,  but  drew  up  some  usefiil 
papers  for  it, — in  particular,  an  excellent  introduction  to  the 
Agricultural  Report  of  his  native  county  of  Westmorehmd. 

The  Bishop  left  behind  him  a  History  of  his  Life,  fioi 
which  a  number  of  aphorisms  have  been  drawn  up,  whidi 
seem  to  me  so  extremely  valuable,  that  out  of  respect  to  dtf 
memory  of  so  excellent  an  author,  I  have  inserted  them  in  dtf 
Appendix. 

In  his  published  life,  he  has  inserted  two  letters  written  to 
me  on  agricultural  topics,  wliich  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  re- 
print *.  But  I  have  much  pleasure  in  laying  before  my  reid- 
ers,  extracts  from  some  of  the  other  communications  I  li^  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  from  that  great  character,  whose  friend- 
ship I  so  highly  valued,  and  whose  encouragement  was  » 
strong  an  inducement,  to  prosecute  the  multiplied  and  labo- 
rious investigations,  to  which  my  attention,  from  time  to  time^ 
was  directed. 

Extracts  from  varioiu  Letters  from  the  Bishop  of  lAca^daff  io  Sr 

John  Sinclair. 
1.  '*  You  are  always  employed  with  honoiir  to  yoaraelf  and  xtSStf 
to  the  country.  You  may  be  praised,  but  you  will  not  be  pmalrf 
to  any  beneficial  situation ;  for  Govemment  is  jealous  of  abilitieai  vnM 
with  a  spirit  of  independence  and  political  investigation.  Yonr  Sta- 
tistical Queries  are  all  good,  but  they  are  too  numerous  to  be 


•  One  written  an.  1799,  (see  Bishop  Watson*s  Life,  p.  333,)  and 
dated  26th  January  1810,  (see  p.  515.) 
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ed  with  precUion  by  a  coontry  clei^man.  If  iiiswered,  howevur,  in 
pin,  they  will  lay  a  foundation  far  paroirbial  hisiuries,  which  will 
ihemselrea  l>ecoine  thu  i-omer  stones  of  the  national  political  history 
of  your  country."     (Oct.  4.  1790.) 

2.  "  As  to  thii  country,  we  bare  nothing  to  apprehend  froin  the 
reBtleasness  of  a  few  individuals.  Our  (Miiiiititulion  a  fundamentally 
good ;  and  Jl  must  be  in  an  hour  of  extreme  distress,  Buch  as  l/te 
American  war  occasioned,  that  the  nation  at  large  will  be  bronght 
to  think  that  there  are  any  defects  in  it.  My  opinion  of  defects  in 
the  fceltsiasHcal  part  of  the  conatiintjon  is  well  known :  and  I  liave 
BO  scrapie  in  saying,  that  the  cormption  of  Farliament,  and  the  chi- 
cane of  the  law,  are  civil  evils ;  hut  1  am  an  enemy  to  any  violent 
modes  of  reforming  ibest!  evils.  On  th(!  other  hand,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, that  no  corrupted  body  ever  reformeil  itself; — that  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  Parliament's  correcting  its  own  abuiieH  is  chimerical ; 
— and  that  tlie  law  ami  the  church  Imve  so  much  influence  with  the 
Parliament,  that  no  amendment  of  them  ih  to  be  expected  from  that 
Mjurce."     (28ih  October  1792.) 

3.  "  I  have  not  seen  the  report  on  potatoes.  Similar  reports  otight 
to  be  made  on  cabbagea,  CBirots,  (a  good  one  on  carrots  is  given  in 
Mr  Young's  Annals),  turnips,  clover,  &c.  he.  By  this  means  know- 
ledge would  be  more  uasily  circulated  than  by  any  otlier,  and  every 
farmer  would  have  an  opportunity  of  coustilting  that  particular  report, 
the  subject  of  vrtuch  engaged  hia  attention."     (November  1795). 

4.  "  Weight  of  taxation  faaa  long  ago  extinguished  the  yeomanry  of 
the  cnnntry.  It  must  compel  gentlemen  of  less  than  two  thoasand  a- 
year,  either  to  tnm  farmers,  or  to  migrate  to  some  country  where  the 
luxuries  of  life,  which  those  of  that  fortune  will  have,  may  bo  pnr- 
cliaaed  at  an  easier  rate  than  they  caii  be  in  Great  Britain.  Mr 
Gouvemeor  Morris,  who  staid  with  me  two  days,  and  whose  conver- 
sation is  intelligent  and  amtiaiog,  speaks  of  New  York,  where  a  man 
of  a  thousand  a.year,  may  have  as  raaoy  comforts  and  superflajtiee, 
which  custom  has  rendered  necessaries,  as  he  can  for  twice  that  in- 
come in  England."     (November  1795). 

5.  "  I  bare  not  Kent  any  sabacription  to  the  Board,  not  frara  a  <le- 
rite  to  save  my  money,  but  fix>m  a  st«m  reluctance  to  assist,  by  pri- 
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▼ate  donntion,  a  Board,  wMeh  ought  to  be  Uberaify  si^iparied  jy  h* 
gislathe  munificence.  When  will  a  great  minister  arise^  who^  deln^ 
ing  the  expenses  of  war,  shall  be  disposed  to  expend  but  ten  millioii 
on  the  agricnltaral  improvement  of  the  country  ?  This  aimiy  (not  t 
tenth  of  what  this  unfortunate  war  will  cost  ns),  woii]d»  in  less  tfan 
fifty  years,  if  properly  expended,  double  the  number  of  the  i»>*if^ifirf», 
and  quadruple  the  wealth  and  strength  of  Great  Britain.**  (Nona- 
ber  1795). 

6.  "  I  am  glad  that  your  active  spirit  has  turned  your  attentioa  to 
Gaelic  literature,  of  which  I  know  nothing  but  from  Oanan^a  room 
They  are  now,  I  presume,  originals,  and  they  are  oertninly  einqileai 
sublime. 

'<  A  Mr  Davies  lately  published  a  learned  book,  entitled,  Celtic  B^ 
searches.  I  never  saw  the  man,  but  was  so  well  pleased  with  hk  vai 
that  I  have  given  him  a  living,  the  best  almost  in  my  patranage,  id 
I  have  not  above  four  or  five.  You  must  look  upon  me,  then,  aa  a  ct- 
operator,  or,  at  least,  a  well-wisher  in  your  new  poraait.'*  (Fabi^ 
1796). 

7.  '*  I  must  think  the  kingdom  is  highly  indebted  to  y^m,  for  My 
ing  forward  a  species  of  knowledge,  (statistics),  wholly  new  in  tli 
country,  though  not  new  in  other  parts  of  Europe.  Such  Irw^wL^ 
constitutes  the  basis  of  enlightened  legislation,  and  general  promriy 
but  it  requires  pains  to  attain  it,  and  an  enlaiged  mind  to  (MuipraW 
its  utility ;  and  the  ministers  of  the  day  are  so  much  occopied  la  iht 
disgraceful  operations  of  securing,  "  per  foe  et  nefets^**  majoriticiij 
Parliament,  that  they  have  neither  inclination  to  enter  into^  nor! 
to  prosecute  its  inquiries/*    (16th  August  1800). 

8.  **  I  received  the  statement  of  your  improvement^  hc^  ap* 
before  1  got  your  letter ;  and  I  now  write,  merely  to  expiem  to  j* 
my  high  approbation  of  what  you  are  doing.    Yon  are  aecori 
lence  to  your  fismdily,  honour  to  yourself,  and  advantage  to  the  a*  I 
try.     Go  on  and  prosper."    (November  10.  1802). 

9.  <'  Your  Prospectus  (of  the  Code  of  Health),  I  have  read  withp^ 
pleasure,  and  like  the  plan  of  it,  though  1  think  it  npon  too  lufS^H 
scale  to  be  accomplished,  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  the  short  time  yoaaf^i 
tion,  notwithstanding  my  high  opinion  of  your  genius  and  indefrtigi^( 
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kbilily.  Dr  Hafeland  say«>  tlut  be  spent  eight  years  iu  compotinK  hi* 
TreatUe  od  tlie  Art  of  Prolonging  Life;  tntl  you  talk  of  ntew  uionlliB. 
It  irill  be  wonli  your  nbila  lo  look  into  bU  book,  anil  Ut  consult  a 
farourile  author  of  mine, — SBnctorina."     (November  \6Qi). 

to.  "  Your  tnu:ta  on  longevity  I  see  ure  in  the  preaa.  I  caniiot  but 
ailmire,  both  the  sctirity  of  your  genios,  and  the  versatility  of  your 
talents.  Take  care,  however,  that  yon  do  nut  injure  yonr  health.  'Die 
desire  of  fame  is  as  dangeroaa  to  a  literary  man,  aa  that  of  martiBl  cele- 
brity is  tu  a  soldier."     (October  1806). 

II.  "1  rejoice  in  yonr  being  again  in  Pttrlinment:  yonr  country  la 
greatly  obliged  to  you  ;  and  the  improvemenl  in  sgricullural  pursuits, 
which  ia  ubsemble  in  every  connty  I  passed  through  m  my  journey, 
ought  to  l>e  ultimately  referred  lo  you."     (July  4.  1807). 

13.  "  To  Hy  of  you  tliat  you  are  Btorv  indefatigable  than  a  Scotch* 
man,  (tlioogh  an  lii^b  praise),  is  not  aaying  half  enough  of  you;  for 
who  but  yonnteif  would  have  ever  thongbi  of  writing  ilie  hiatory  of  a 
voyage  from  Caiilmeiss  to  Aberdeen?  I  thank  yon  for  it,  and  ae«  that 
■otbing  re»{>eciing  the  public  good  e«cape«  you."     (Jane  1807). 


IS.  "  Yon  are  constantly  diatingnishing  me  by  your  ai 
I  accept  them  as  honourable  marks  of  the  regard  of  a  man,  whose 
exertions,  on  tlie  improvement  of  the  country,  have  been  uniform  and 
■ucccBsrul.  To  you  we  owe  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, and  to  thai  Board  we  owe  the  spirit  of  rendering  cultivated 
lands  mare  productive,  and  waste  landd  ctdtivsble."  (6.  April  IStO). 

1 4.  "  My  head  has  a  comiant  pain  in  it ;  but  whether  it  will  end  in 
a  paralyse  (troke  in  the  spring,  no  doctor  can  tel);  therefore  I  cm- 
snlt  none,  but  wait,  with  furtitijdb  and  humble  TatrsT,  ths 

EXIT  or  THIS  LIFE,  AKD  THE  SEGINNINC  QW  ANOTHER.      Your  af- 
fectionate biend,  H.  L.~ 
(December  181 1).                                             ("n.^  initi.ls  of  Ridurd, 

Bisliop  of  LUiiMiaS.) 

Tlic  above  is  die  last  letter  I  received  from  this  e.xcelJent 
cliaracter.     He  died  on  the  4lh  of  July  I8I6,  in  the  79lh 
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year  of  his  age.  Some  time  before  he  diedf  his  health  had 
rapidly  declined,  and  bodily  exertion  had  beocune  extremely 
irksome  to  him.  Though  his  mental  fiEumlties  remained  unim- 
paired, yet  he  cautiously  refrained  from  every  species  ci  lite- 
rary composition,  having  resolved  not  to  expose  himself  to  the 
admonition  of  a  Gil  Bias. 


in. 

THE  REV.  DR  CHAPMAN.  VICE.CHANCELLOR  OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  OXFORD. 

Having  been  pardy  educated  at  Trinity  College,  Qxfiud, 
and  taking  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  that  celebrated  Uni- 
versity, I  was  happy  that,  in  the  course  of  my  great  continen- 
tal tour,  I  had  procured  an  ancient  edict,  which  I  thouglit 
would  be  acceptable  in  that  celebrated  seat  of  learning.  It  w» 
the  edict  against  the  Bacchanals,  which  I  had  procured  at 
Vienna.  I  thought  it  right  therefore  to  send  it  to  my  oU 
tutor,  Dr  Chapman,  who  was  the  Head  of  Trinity,  and  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  Oxford.     His  answer  I  subjoin. 

Sir  John, 
I  had  the  honour  of  your  obliging  letter  some  days  since, 
with  a  copy  of  the  celebrated  edict  against  the  Bacchanabi 
which  sluill  be  properly  placed  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 

I  beg  you  will  accept  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Univa^ 
sity  for  your  polite  attention,  and  believe  me,  Sir  John,  you 
obliged  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jos.  Chapman. 

Trin.  Coll.  May  31.  1788. 

I  thank  you  for  the  map  of  your  tour. 


VI.  CLERICAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


DEAN  TOCKKB. 


This  respect&ble  dignitary  of  the  church  had  a  peculiar  turn 
for  poIiUcal  discussions.  He  was  almost  tlie  only  man  iii  Eng- 
land who  contended,  that  tlie  independence  of  the  American 
colonies,  instead  of  ruining  England,  (which  was  the  general 
belief,  both  at  home  and  on  the  Continent),  would  ultimately 
prove  highly  advantageous  to  both  countries, — an  opinion 
whichhas  been  justified  by  the  event.  In  fact,  ovei^own  do- 
minions are  as  injurious  to  a  state,  as  corpidence  to  an  indivi- 
dual. Tliey  are  the  source,  not  of  strength,  but  of  weakness. 
When  a  war  breaks  out,  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  eountry 
are  employed  in  protecting  distant  possessions,  instead  of  be- 
ing used  as  the  means  of  intenial  defence ;  and  it  is  thus  expo- 
sed to  risks,  from  which  it  might  otherwise  be  exempted. 
How  far  such  observations  may  be  applicable  to  any  of  the 
possessions  of  the  British  Crown,  it  would  certainly  be  de- 
sirable tliat  our  Government  should  deliberately  consider. 

The  work  alluded  to  in  the  subjoined  letter  from  the  Dean, 
was  an  account,  I  proposed  to  draw  up,  of  an  excursion  to 
France,  in  the  course  of  which  1  had  collected  much  informa- 
tion favourable  to  the  system  of  commercial  freedom  which 
the  Dean  had  inculcated. 


GloucHur,  Feb.  23.  1786. 


StR, 


Being  seized  with  a  giddiness,  which  has  continued  a  long 
time,  1  am  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  an  amanuensis  to 
answer  your  letter.  1  am  happy  to  hear  that  you  are  re- 
turned from  the  Continent,  full  of  instruction  to  nur  deluded 
countrymen.  Tlie  right  way  to  proceed  Is  to  mind  their  own 
affairs.  We  have  no  need  to  wage  war  with  other  nations,  ei- 
tlier  in  a  commercial  or  a  martial  sense  :  for  if  we  sell  our  own 
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^(knIn  cheaper,  foreifpicrs  will  certainly  buy  of  us,  and  we 
not  expect  they  would  lay  out  tlieir  money  on  other  terms. 

Whenever  your  book  shall  appear,  I  will  do  myself  die 
pleiMure  to  ffive  it  a  thorough  reading,  and  promise  myself 
iniieh  information  from  its  contents.  With  these  sentimenti, 
I  am.  Sir,  your  obliged  humble  servant, 

J.  TUCKBB. 

John  Sinclair,  Esq. 


V. 

THE  REV.  DR  PRICE. 


We  wt're  Imth  much  attached  to  financial  discussioiiii  ■ 
consequonco  of  which  1  was  induced  to  draw  up^  not  oslf 
M^mo  tntcts  on  the  subject,  but  also  a  general  history  of  Ae 
roxi^nne  of  the  Hritisli  empire.  Dr  Price  hmvii^  eonmi- 
nicnfxM  n>  me  AHne  tsbU^  he  had  prepared,  esqdanatocy  d 
ihe  (Hi^vrs  of  a  Mnking  fund  in  reducing  a  national  dek,  I 
pn>)HiMH)  to  the  IXvtor*  annexing  them  to  a  ^rarlu  wiiA  I 
was  about  to  pxiblish  on  our  finances :  but  I  iras  giad  to  fini 
ibat  ho  bad  c^Ymmunicatcd  the  tables  to  Mr  Pivt^  as  it  W 
probable  be  would  a^-ail  bim^^lf  of  then.  Dr  Pkioe^sktis* 
that  subject  is  subjoined. 

Nrvmgtcni  Cmtm,  JkjaSl  aa  tl9k 

OvAK  Si  a, 
1  hay-c  oonsidoTvd  anxiously  your  proposal  x^  me 
speet  to  the  publication  en  my  tftMes^  and  oamoc  hna  he 
tbftt  tbere  should  be  any  rosAonf^  which  oU^fe  me  ao  dedtf 
eoimplvini^  with  your  drsirr  in  this  inoance.  1  Jad  ^  defaa? 
w*it)i  Te«(poei  to  Mr  l^n :  and  I  should  wish,  vo^  dbrv  tik 
pnhHsbed.  to  aooompany  tbem  with  some  eJCfdanaiMns  ^]^ 
laarlcK  «*hieh  1  think  nerrwan  rn  fit  rhm  mom^  ior  the  f^ 

bnt  m-hieii  1  cannot  now  irot  Time  lo  mavs^ ' 
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•,un  likewise  not  without  itll  Lope,  thnt  should  Mr  Pitt  persist 
ill  the  plan  he  has  adopted,  he  may  think  proper  to  insert,  in 
the  net  of  Parliument,  (as  the  King  of  France  lias  done  in  his 
edict),  some  table  of  the  same  kind,  nnth  one  of  these  tables 
as  a  proper  direction  to  the  commissioners,  an  encouragement 
to  the  public,  and  a  security  to  the  fund. 

Under  a  sense  of  the  honour  you  do  me,  by  desiring  that 
any  thing  of  mine  should  nmke  &  part  of  your  publication,  and 
with  great  respect,  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant,  Kichd,  Price. 

To  Sir  Jolin  Sinclair,  Bart. 

Mr  Hit's  plan  of  a  sinking  fuiid  certainly  originated  witli 
Dr  Price ;  but  that  does  not  detract  from  the  merits  of  a  mi- 
nister, whose  duty  it  is,  and  whose  glory  it  ought  to  be,  to 
avul  himself  of  the  talents  and  information  of  others,  for  pro- 
moting the  public  good. 


THE  REV.  DR  KIPPIS. 


Among  my  other  literary  correspondents,  the  Reverend  Dr 
Kippis  was  one  in  whose  judgment  I  placed  considerable  re- 
liance ;  and  having  transmitted  to  him  a  tract,  written  in  the 
year  I7ii'2,  on  the  propriety  of  relating  Gibraltar,  I  trans- 
mitted it  to  him  for  his  opinion  whether  tlie  work  should  be 
published.    Hia  answer  is  subjoiaed : 

Dr  Kippis's  compliments  to  Mr  Sinclair,  and  csnnot  but 
express  his  earnest  wish,  that  he  would  set  his  name  to  so  va- 
lu^le  a  publication,  and  which  may  be  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  this  country  at  the  present  juncture. 

CrawD  Stmt.  Dec  37.  n»i. 


d 
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VII. 
THE  REV.  DR  PRIESTLEY. 

The  merits  of  Dr  Priestley  as  a  philosopher  are  well  knoviiy 
and«  though  compelled  to  take  refuge  in  America,  he  was  not 
indifferent  to  the  agricultural  prosperity  of  his  native  coontiy. 
He  sent  me  therefore,  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriciil- 
ture,  an  account  of  a  very  interesting  discovery  made  by  Ur 
Cooper,  an  American  farmer ;  and  soon  afterwards  I  received 
the  folloiK'ing  letter  from  the  Doctor,  introducing  his  son,  an 
American  fisurmer,  to  whom,  of  course,  I  paid  every  atlentioD 
in  my  power  during  his  residence  in  Ungland. 

Sir, 
In  answer  to  your  obliging  letter,  I  sent  you  an  acooont  of 
some  agricultural  improvements  made  by  a  Mr  Cooper  of  da 
countr)\  which  Mr  Listom  the  Elnglish  ambassador  here,  ub- 
dertook  to  transmit  to  you.  I  therefore  hope  you  have  re- 
coivod  it.  This  will  be  delivered,  I  hope,  by  my  son,  who  is 
an  American  farmer*  and  ver}'  desirous  of  learning  every  thiv 
new  and  im]>ortaiit  relating  to  agriculture.  You  will  oUige 
me  ver\*  much  by  putting  him  in  the  way  of  receiving  anj 
information  of  the  kind.  My  pursuits  have  but  litde  ooa- 
nexion  with  yoursu  I  admire*  however,  the  zeal  and  intelfi- 
gence  with  which  you  apply  to  thenu  and  rejoice  in  your 
cess^     With  ever)'  good  wish,  I  am.  Sir,  yours  sinceiely, 

J. 


Dec  122.  17»V. 
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3.— SCOTCH  CLERGY. 
I. 

THE  REV,   DB  ROBERTSON. 

This  celebrated  historian,  who  was  tlie  leader  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  warmly  nupported  my  researches  into  the  politi- 
cal circumstances  of  that  country,  and  indeed,  unthout  his 
powerful  aid,  1  could  not  have  expected  so  much  success  in  Uie 
undertaking.  He  furnished  me  with  a  particular  detail  of  liis 
own  parish,  and  pressed  all  his  friends  to  follow  hLs  example. 
From  the  subjoined  letter  it  appears,  that  he  had  come  from 
his  residence  in  the  country,  on  purpose  to  meet  me  at  Edin- 
bui^h,  partly  in  consequence  of  my  having  drawn  up  some 
remarks  on  his  History  of  America,  in  the  success  of  which 
I  took  a  warm  interest.  He  seems  to  have  taken  ray  stric- 
tores  in  very  good  part,  as  a  truly  great  mind  always  will  do, 
for  an  author  ought  to  consider  that  lie  writes,  not  so  much 
to  please  himself,  as  for  the  pleasure  and  instruction  of  others. 

Sir, 

As  I  reside  in  the  country  during  the  vacation  of  our  Col- 
lege, I  was  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  hear,  in  proper  time,  of 
your  beuig  in  Edinburgh  in  September.  The  moment  1 
knew  of  your  being  there,  I  came  to  town,  in  order  to  wait 
upon  you ;  but  you  liad  set  out  for  the  south  the  day  before. 

I  wished  to  have  returned  you  thanks,  for  some  very  inge- 
nious remarks  on  my  History  of  America,  which  Mr  Strahan 
conununicated  to  me.  Most  of  them  are  so  just,  that  I  have 
adopted  them  in  an  edition  of  tiiat  book  now  in  the  press. 
With  respect  to  a  few  of  the  strictures,  I  difTercd  from  you 
in  opinion,  and  should  liave  been  glad  t«  have  benefited  by 
a  conversation  with  one,  who  had  read  the  work  with  so  much 
attention  and  disccmmcnt. 
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I  Lave  the  honour  to  be,  witli  great  respect^  Sir,  your  mmt 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

William  Robertson. 

College  of  Edinburgh, 
December  18.  1777. 


il 

DR  BLAIR. 


The  celebrated  Dr  Blair  was  my  fether's  intunate  fiieod, 
and  I  had  been  taught  to  regard  him  with  hereditary  imect 
and  affection.  I  had  also  attended  his  lectures  on  rhetoric  b 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  was  anxious  to  cultiTatein 
intercourse  with  one  who  was  so  much  distinguished  for  In 
literary  powers  and  accomplishments.  On  forming  the  inten- 
tion of  visiting  Russia,  I  naturally  thought,  that  a  letter  firon 
Dr  Blair,  to  the  Princess  Daschkow,  would  be  of  great  use; 
and,  as  appears  from  the  subjoined  letter,  he  immediately  cob- 
plied  with  my  request. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  was  fiivoured  with  your  letter  this  forenoon  ;  and  aeooid- 
ing  to  your  desire,  I  now,  by  the  return  of  post,  inclose  a  let- 
ter of  introduction  to  you  to  the  Princess  Daschkow.  I  bsve 
had  no  occasion  to  write  to  her,  except  once,  since  Ae  M 
Scotland ;  but  as  I  was  much  in  habits  of  fiiendship  wiA 
her,  I  make  no  doubt  of  my  letter  answering  the  pnrpose  yoi 
would  wish,  of  procuring  you  all  civilities  from  her.  S3ie  ii 
an  uncommonly  clever  and  accomplished  woman.  Ycm  will 
find  her  acquaintance  very  worthy  of  being  cultivated,  ene- 
dally  as  she  is  at  the  he  ^  '^  Academies  of  PetersbmsL 
In  her  political  prin  meh  inclined  to  repufafie- 

aninp  vss  always  ntore  eonnee^ 

ed  Mat  I  hope  it  is 
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\y  improvement,  or  public  business,  aiiH  not  any  consideration 
of  health,  t)mt  leads  you  at  present  to  go  abroad.  I  most 
heartily  wish  you  an  agreeable  journey,  and  safe  return  ;  and 
shall  be  happy  to  liave  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  again  in 
this  country :  having  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect. 
Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Hugh  Blair. 
Edinburgh,  22d  Maj  1796. 

As  the  Doctor  liad  taken  so  wann  an  interest  in  my  north- 
em  tour,  1  sent  him  the  perusal  of  a  very  interesting  commu- 
nication from  Coimt  Hertsbei^,  and  also  some  accounts  I  had 
drawn  up  and  printed,  but  not  published,  respecting  Denmark, 
Sweden  and  Russia.  The  subjoined  letter,  which  he  sent  me 
regarding  those  particulars,  is  evidently  written  with  consider- 
able ability. 


Mv  Deak  Sib, 

I  return  you,  with  a  great  many  thanks,  the  Comte  dc 
Hertsberg's  letter,  which  gives  a  very  natural  picture  of  the 
melancholy  and  discontented  state  of  a  great  miiuster,  dis- 
missed &om  office,  and  reduced  to  a  private  station.  From 
the  account  he  gives  of  hb  services  to  tlie  public,  I  should 
incline  to  think,  he  has  been  hurdly  used  by  his  sovereign. 
The  presumption  is,  that  one  who  had  been  so  long  employed 
by  the  great  Frederick,  must  liave  been  an  able  and  discern- 
ing man.  The  translation,  which  reads  exceeding  weU,  does 
honour  to  Lady  Sinclair.  I  showed  the  letter,  as  you  allow- 
ed me,  to  Dr  Robertson. 

I  return  you  also  your  observations,  in  three  parts,  on  Rus- 
sia, Sweden  and  Denmark ;  for  the  penisal  of  which  I  am 
exceedingly  obliged  to  you.  Tlicy  convey  much  curious  mat- 
ter, and  much  information  on  the  state  of  these  kingdoms ; 
and  do  honour  to  that  accurate  and  scrutinizing  observation, 
with  which  you  surveyed  public  al^irs  when  you  was  abroad. 
Indeed,  neither  at  home,  nor  abroad,  do  yon  allow  yourself  to 
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be  unemployed,  or  inattentive  to  tlie  public.  Since  the  tune 
you  made  that  tour,  the  face  of  afEurs  in  some  of  theee  coun- 
tries, in  Sweden  particularly,  has  altered  greatly.  But  stilly 
many  of  your  observations  remain  applicable  to  the  present 
state  of  things.  Though  I  wish  the  public  were  in  poaocoBiop 
of  part  of  yoiur  intelligence,  yet  considering  some  of  the  anec- 
dotes you  relate,  and  the  freedom  with  which  you  treat  mxnt 
distinguished  persons  in  high  office  in  those  kingdoms,  I  think 
you  were  much  in  the  right,  not  to  allow  these  papers  to  go 
into  public  circulation,  but  to  print  only  a  few  copies  for  die 
perusal  of  your  friends.  Wishing  you  all  success  in  your 
public^spirited  and  useful  labours,  I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 
with  great  respect  and  esteem,  my  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  fiuthfiil  humble  servant, 


HucH  Blair. 


Argyle  Square,  5tb  December  1792. 


III. 


THE  REV.  DR  HILL,  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY 

OF  ST  ANDREWS. 


On  the  death  of  Dr  Robertson,  the  Rev.  Dr  Hill  of  St 
Andrews  became  the  leader  of  what  was  disting^shed  by  the 
name  of"  T7te  Moderiite  Parti/"  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,— 
a  sitiuition  to  which  he  was  well  entitled,  not  only  from  the 
excellence  of  liis  talents,  but  from  the  superior  powers  of  elo- 
quence by  which  he  was  eminently  distinguished. 

The  foUowinj^  letter  gives  a  fiivourable  specimen  of  Dr 
Hill's  turn  for  epistolary  correspondence  : 

St  Mary's  College,  St  Andrews^  Bfay  |^  ]gQ|^ 

Sir, 
I  have  obff^  mch  satisfiiction,  the  liberal  invi- 

tations gira  nroprietors  in  England,  to  Soili 
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farmers ;  and  as  you  have  not  adopted  tite  doctrine  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdctt,  that  attention  to  agricultnra]  pursuits  is  iti- 
coiisHtent  with  the  cliiiracter  of  a  statesman,  I  know  that  it 
will  be  gratifyiiip  l«  your  patriotic  mind  to  observe  the  im- 
provement of  land,  and  a  just  appreciation  of  its  value,  mo- 
ving from  the  nortli  southwards ;  and  I  may  count  upon 
your  giving  this  spirit  every  encouragement  that  can  be  ex- 
pected irom  a  person  in  your  condition. 

Entertaining  these  sentiments,  I  will  make  no  fiirther  apo- 
logy for  the  trouble  I  now  presume  to  give  you. 

Mr  Alexander  Mcldrum,  who  resides  about  ten  miles  {ram 
this  place,  is  to  set  out,  in  a  few  days,  upon  a  tour  of  some 
weeks  through  England ;  and  proposes,  at  the  end  of  it,  to 
treat  with  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  Lord  Porchester,  or  any  of 
the  other  great  proprietors  who  have  expressed  an  inclination 
to  receive  tenants  from  Scotland.  He  belongs  to  u  chiss  of 
sober  industrioua  farmers,  in  this  comer  of  Fife,  who  have 
risen,  during  tJie  course  of  last  century,  by  that  profession, 
to  considerable  wealth ;  and,  in  their  seveml  branches,  are 
now  possessed  of  a  great  deal  of  landed  property  in  this  neigli* 
bonrhood.  My  information  concerning  Mr  Alexander  Mel- 
drum,  with  whom  1  am  not  personEdly  acquainted,  is  derived 
from  Mr  Maule,  tlie  clergyman  of  his  parish,  (Forgan),  a 
person  in  whom  1  can'])lace  entire  confidence.  He  is  unmar- 
ried, about  forty,  a  steady  correct  man,  an  intelligent  active 
knntT  ;  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  modern  improvements, 
and  accustomed  to  praxrtise  them  with  success.  He  has  rea- 
lized a  capital  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  pounds,  which  he 
carries  to  Engtand,  and  wishes  to  devote  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits :  and  his  skill  is  not  inferior  to  his  capital. 

His  nephew,  Dr  Ramsay,  a  respectable  physician,  to  whom 
I  tie  under  great  domestic  obligations,  called  njwn  me,  a  few 
days  ago,  to  say  that  his  uncle  wished,  npon  going  to  Lon- 
don, to  have  some  respectable  person  in  an  eminent  situation, 
to  whom  those  with  whom  he  was  to  treat,  might  be  referred ; 
and  to  request  my  assistance  in  procuring  him  that  most  ho- 

voL.  1. e 
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nourable  and  essential  advantage.  You  will  not  be  surpriwd 
tliat  your  name  instantly  occurred  to  my  mind  ;  and  you  will 
not  easily  conceive  tlie  satisfaction  whicli  l>r  Kaizway  deri*tii 
from  the  hope  which  1  opened  to  him,  tliat  his  uncle  mi^ht  bt 
permitted  to  refer  to  a  name  which  carries  with  it  so  much  re- 
spect and  authority. 

I  trust  you  know  roe  well  enough,  to  consider  me  aa  in* 
pable  of  attempting  to  impose  upon  yon,  an  account  of  an 
person,  which  I  have  not  the  best  reason  for  believing  lo  hr 
true.  Of  the  greater  part  of  wlmt  I  have  said  in  reiadon  b 
Mr  A.  MDldrum,  he  is  in  possession  of  u-ritten  documenr- ; 
and  if  you  discern  any  defect  in  what  he  may  request  leave  t. 
shew  yon,  I  believe  it  can  cosily  be  supplied.  But  as  imut 
persons  will  be  more  disposed  to  rest  upon  your  tesliiiKBiT 
than  to  read  a  number  of  papers,  I  have  ventured  to  prooiK 
that  you  will  encourage  thi^  adventurer,  and  invite  ot^enn 
follow  his  steps,  by  having  the  condescension  to  permit  hia 
to  say  to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  Lord  Porchester,  or  any  odn 
person  with  whom  he  may  treat,  that  you  have  seen  lettia» 
nials  of  his  character,  his  skill,  and  hia  substance,  wMi  vW 
you  are  satisfied. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  tiimi  mt 
obedient  and  very  humble  servaiA, 

GS0.H1U. 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 


REV.  DR  DAVIDSON,  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  UNIVEHl 
GLASGOW. 


During  the  course  of  my  northern  tour,    I  i 
enough  to  obtain  a  fBC-«iniile  copy  of  the  famouB  SatalMi  Q 
tttltjtm  against  the  Bacchanals,  which  I  resolved  to  1 
the  University  of  Glasgow.     I  entertained  a  filui] 
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that  learned  fouiiilatioii,  having  been  partly  educated  tlierc, 
pr!iicipully  for  the  advantage  of  attending  tlie  legal  and  po- 
litical lectures  of  the  celebrated  Professor  John  Millar.  It 
appears,  by  the  subjoined  letter  from  Dr  Davidson,  that  the 
University,  at  tlio  same  time  that  they  thanked  me  for  tliis 
mark  of  attention,  had  the  f^oodiiess  to  confer  on  me  tlie  dig- 
nity  of  Doctor  «f  Luws. 


Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  uf  presenting  the  bc-sunile  of  the  famous 
SiTtalrai  Cmunltiait  ugniitst  the  Bacchaiiids,  whitih  you  were  so 
good  BM  \Q  give  me  at  Kdinburgh,  to  the  Senate  of  this  I'ni- 
ven^ity,  on  the  lOtli  of  June  ciurent,  which  tliey  highly 
esteem,  and  truly  reckon  it  a  great  acquisition  to  our  Univer- 
sity Lihmry,  and  <lesired  rae  to  return  you  our  mo^  sincere 
and  cardial  thanks  for  tliia  valnablc  and  acceptablti  present. 
Thiit  I  now  do  witli  the  greatest  pleasure ;  and  1  have,  at  the 
wunc  time,  the  honour  tuid  pleasure  uf  informing  you,  that  uur 
Senate,  as  a  testimony  of  their  high  esteem  fur  your  distin- 
guished literary  merit,  unanimously  conferred  upou  you  that 
same  day,  an  honorary  degree  of  LL.  D. 

I  should  certainly  liave  done  myself  the  honour  of  writing 
to  you  before  lliis  lime,  had  I  not  waited  for  the  diploma  be- 
ing ready  and  signed ;  but  I  now  find,  that  as  all  our  I^o- 
fessors  are  dispersed  id  the  vacation,  it  wilt  be  imiMiwiible 
to  get  it  signed  till  they  assemble  again.  But  I  shall  tjike 
care  when  tliey  do,  to  send  the  diplonta  to  Isaac  Grant,  Esq. 
to  be  transmitted  to  you.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  most 
perfect  esteem,  Sr,  your  most  humble  and  most  oliedient  ser- 
vant, 

Abch.  Davidson. 


Sir  John  Sinclair  of  Ulbster,  Baronet. 
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THE  BEV.  JOHN  LOGAN. 


Among  the  preachers  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  tLere  w» 
none  more  celebrated  for  talents  or  eloquence  than  the  Ret. 
John  Logan,  minister  of  Leith.  He  was  recommended  bj 
Dr  Blair  to  be  my  private  tutor ;  and  when  some  of  my  frierub 
remarked  to  the  Doctor,  tlint  the  young  divine  was  rather  ok- 
couth  in  his  appearance  and  behaviour,  the  Doctor  answered 
*'  I  thought  it  was  not  a  dancing-master,  but  a  scholar,  tbu 
the  iriends  of  tlie  young  gentleman  wished  for." 

A  volume  of  sermons  published  by  Mr  Logan  were  maA 
admired ;  and  in  consequence  of  their  merit,  tlie  celebrated 
Warren  Hastings  took  an  active  interest  in  the  sale.  Dr  Blait 
also  recoEunended  them ;  and  his  friends  were  thus  enabled  t> 
raise  money,  sufficient  not  only  to  pay  his  debts  and  some  If- 
gacies  he  had  bequeatlied,  but  also  to  distribute  a  small  w 
among  his  relations. 

The  following  letter  proves  the  anxioos  zeal  he  felt  for  it 
s  of  his  former  pupil : 


Dear  Sir, 

Mr  Lothian,  the  minister  of  the  Canongate,  lies  so  daiwa* 
ously  ill,  that  lie  is  not  expected  to  live  two  days.      Sometf  I 
my  friends,  particularly  Dr  Smith  and  Dr  Blair,  have  deaotd  J 
me  to  appear  as  a  candidate  for  the  succession.      Xhe  preMfr  J 
tation  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown,  and  Lord  North,  as  Seo^l 
tary  for  the  Northern  Department,  will  have  the  disponi^ 
it.     Dr  Blair  suggested,  that  from  your  having  propertrk 
the  Canongate,  there  would  be  a  propriety  in  yonr  i 
application  for  it ;  and  froni  your  merit  in  Parliament,  a  pi**n 
bability  of  your  obtaining  so  small  a  favour.      If  any  appli» 
don  is  to  be  made,  necessity  will  require  it  to  be  done  il 
mediately. 


^ 
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I  feel  a  reluctance  to  pursue  a  subject  of  this  kind  &rtlier, 
end  shall  leave  it  entirely  to  your  judgment  and  friendship. 

I  was  sorry  that  my  being  in  tlie  country  prevented  me 
from  having  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you,  when  you  was 
down  iu  Scotland.  I  hope  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament 
to  mark  yoiur  name  frequently  in  the  list  of  the  speakers,  and 
expect  that  you  will  excel  your  cotemporaries  as  much  in 
speaking  as  you  have  done  in  writing.  I  am.  Dear  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Logan. 
Lcitb,  OclotKT  ea.  1793. 


3.— AMERICAN  CLERGY. 

Two  clet^ymen  from  America,  who  visited  me  at  Edtn- 
bui^h,  gave  me  a  very  favourable  impression  of  the  clerical 
character  in  that  country.  The  first  wan  Bishop  Hobart  of 
New  York,  from  whom  1  received  the  following  conunujuca- 
tioR : 

Dear  Sir, 

I  lia<l  left  Edinburgh  the  day  before  that  on  which  you  and 
Lady  Suiciair  honoured  mc  with  a  note  of  invitation  to  din- 
ner, and  you  favoiu^d  me  with  a  letter  and  an  accompanying 
pamphlet,  and  die  valuable  present  of  your  "  Code  of  Health," 
all  which  1  found  on  my  return  to  this  place  last  evening. 
This  ex})kmition  will  account  to  you  for  my  apparent  neglect 
of  your  favours. 

I  had  possessed  myself  of  your  "  Code  of  Agriculture," 
which  had  been  reprinted  in  the  United  States,  and  shall 
value  highly  the  "  Code  of  Health,"  which  evidently  contains 
a  condensed  summary  of  very  important  information  on  this 
subject.  WitJi  respect  to  the  proposed  "  Code  of  Natural 
and  Revealed  Religtttn,"  were  I  competent  to  suggest  any 
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remarks  worthy  of  your  attentkuiy  the  importance  of  thA  sub- 
ject would  require  Hiore  time  than  I  can  commsndy  at  Ir^ 
some  my  joomey  on  Thursday  next  But  it  occuzs  to  me  to 
wxggeBty  wbsti,  doubtless,  however,  has  reeeiyed  your  eonadfr' 
ration,  whether  there  be  such  a  system  as  naharal  iflighii 
strictly  so  called,  that  is,  a  system  of  divine  truth  actnaltf  db* 
covered  by  human  reason.  The  fact,  that  there  was  at  lie 
jfirsif  a  revelation  of  the  being  and  attributes  of  Qod,  w^ 
has  been  handed  down  and  dispersed  by  written  reoordK  ^ 
by  tradition^  one  would  think,  would  decide  this  questioa  id 
the  negative.  The  arguments  a  priori  and  a  ptmteri&rij  is 
proof  of  the  being  and  attributes  of  God,  so  ably  discussed  bj 
Clark  and  others  in  the  sermons  at  Boyle's  Lectures,  serre  lo 
confirm  the  truths  originally  revealed ;  but  it  is  questionable^ 
whether  men  would  have  attained  a  knowledge  of  a  Sapreoe 
Being,  such  as  natural  religion  now  presents,  by  any  proeea 
of  their  intellectual  powers,  if  this  knowledge  had  not  keen 
originally  revealed.  On  this  point,  there  is  much  ingrBWii 
observation  and  reasoning  in  a  treatise  by  an  Irish  writer,  cs- 
titled,  <^  The  Knowledge  of  Divine  and  Spiritual  TUfi 
from  Revelation,  not  from  Reason  or  Nature.*' 

With  many  thanks  to  you  for  your  kind  attentions,  vA 
with  my  best  compliments  to  Lady  Sinckdr  and  the  fimily,  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedkac 
friend  and  servant, 

Edinburgh,  TuMday 'evening, 
January  I  Si 

T\\Q  Other  letter  was  from  the  Rev.  William  M'WIa 
minister  of  Sunbury,  in  Georgia,  who  seined  atrquly  bb* 
pressed  vnUx  the  idea,  that  there  is  a  great  dispcaitiMi 
all  the  well-informed  and  respectable  classea  in  both 
tries,  to  be  cordially  united.  Ever  since  the  indepeadflstt 
of  North  America  was  acknowledged  by  the  British  Govcff- 
ment,  I  have  always  promoted  a  cordial  union  between  tk 
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two  ooimtries,  by  every  friendly  attenttoa  in  my  power  to 
«very  native  of  America  who  vUited  the  motlier  country. 

The  fallowing  is  one  of  the  letters,  witli  which  Mr  Mais 
whir  fevoured  me,  and  which  inculcates  the  same  ideas : 

Most  HoaouraUe,  and  much  Honotued,  and  Dear  Sir,  . 

1  blush  to  acknowledge  my  neglect,  in  not  having  long  ago 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  very  kind  favour,  commu- 
nicated to  me  tlirough  the  Minister  of  the  V.  8.  of  America. 
Your  kind  expressions  of  fnendahip,  even  had  J  been  insen- 
sible of  the  honour  done  me  by  your  correspondence,  ought 
to  have  compeQfed  me  to  write.  But,  Sir,  although  I  have 
not  written  often,  very  often  have  I  thought  of  yourself  and 
amiable  and  hospitable  fiunily.  Often  have  I  spoken  to  my 
friends  of  tliat  kind  condescension  with  which  you  were 
pleased  to  take  me  by  the  liand,  invite  me  to  your  hospitable 
home,  and  introduce  me  to  your  friends,  when  an  entire 
stranger  to  you. 

^unce  I  last  addressed  you,  I  kave  laboured  hard  in  my 
Master's  service,  and  undergone  many  dangers  and  perils,  by 
land  and  water,  by  night  and  day.  The  greater  part  of  laA 
summer  I  spent  in  Florida,  which,  although  not  situated  id 
the  torrid  zone,  is  too  near  it  to  be  very  comfortable  in  sum- 
mer. But  neither  ease,  nor  bodily  comfort,  were  my  objects 
io  visiting  that  uncultivated  and  unchristianized  region.  A 
young  Missionary,  whom  IVovidence  cast  in  my  way,  who 
had  ^ent  some  months  in  St  Aug^ustine,  represented  the  de- 
plorable state  of  the  people,  as  to  morals  and  religion,  in«uch 
affecting  terms,  as  to  excite  my  compassion,  and  cause  me  to 
believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  encounter  a  long  ami  perilous 
journey,  under  a  burning  sun,  to  "  go  over  and  help  them." 
And  tills  I  did,  1  trust  to  divine  acceptance,  'llie  people  re- 
ceived me  with  open  arms,  and  attended  fiiithfully  and  tliank- 
fnlly  to  all  my  miiiistrurioTi!<  among  them.  1  preached  to 
thc-nt.  and  jiniyed  for  them,  by  night  and  by  Any,  during  my 
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Stay.  Ttree  timea  every  Lord's  (lay  did  I  preach  or  exhort  ; 
and  every  evening,  during  the  week,  had  we  public  or  prime 
prayer  meetings.  If  no  appointment  wan  made,  &milles  w«re 
sure  to  attend  at  my  lodging  at  the  hour  bi  wtiicL  prayer 
was  wont  to  be  niadL' :  And  wc  have  cause  to  believe,  that 
our  labour  of  love  was  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Before  I  Idt 
St  Augustine,  by  divine  aid,  1  was  made  the  humble  instni- 
ment  of  constituting  the  first  presbyterian  church  ever  est>> 
blished  in  Florida ;  and  there  is  cause  to  believe  tltat  it  ii 
owned  and  blessed  by  the  great  Head  of  the  church.  ^ITict 
have  got  a  pastor,  and  have  raised  almost  4000  dollars  ta 
build  a  church.  I  know  this  little  narrative  will  delight  Sr 
John  and  his  pious  family  ;  and  perhaps  not  the  less,  becanw 
one  whom  they  liad  honoured  with  tlieir  friendship  bore* 
part  in  it. 

This  country  is  in  a  most  flourishing  and  prosperous  state- 
Religion,  arts  and  sciences,  agriculture  and  commerce,  are  bE 
marching  on,  liand  in  hand,  to  a  greater  degree  of  perfectioi. 
Caiialling  and  road-making  are  all  the  rage.  The  Slate  4f 
Kew  York,  it  is  said,  has  made  more  canals  in  the  last  fetr 
years,  than  any  other  nation  has  made  during  its  whole  exit- 
tence, 

I  know.  Sir,  your  benevolent  heart  is  delighted  to  oee  lU 
kind  feeling  which  exists  at  present  betwixt  the  United  State* 
of  America  and  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain.  Mr 
Canrung  speaks  in  high  terms  of  America  and  AmericsiB, 
and  HO  do  Americans  of  him.  Seventl  English  g^ntlemoi 
who  have  hitcly  travelled  through  this  country  do  the  samei 
and  I  trust  these  two  great  nations,  already  united  to  ead 
other  by  consanguinity,  language,  interest,  and  above  all  bj 
the  religious  principles  they  profess,  will  continue  to  liw 
in  the  unity  of  tlie  Spirit,  and  the  bond  of  peace,  as  long  tt 
diey  sliatl  exist  as  nations. 

I  was  much  influenced  by  your  counsel  respecting  mj 
people,  and  the  project  of  accompanying  them  to  Siberia, 
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have  now  entirely  laid  it  aside,  aiid  have  made  up  my  mind, 
God  willing,  to  visit  my  native  land,  in  the  course  of  nest 
ttuniincr.  If  1  du,  shall  try  to  be  present  at  the  sitting  of  the 
General  Assembly  iu  Edinburgh,  and  certainly  shall  not  deny 
myself  the  pleasure  and  honour  of  visiting  yourself  and  very 
amiable  fiunily.  Please  to  present  my  most  respectfiil  com- 
pliments to  Lady  Sinclair,  and  the  other  members  of  your 
household,  to  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  introduced. 

May  I  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  hearing  from  you  soon  f 
I  know  I  do  not  deserve  it ;  but  be  assured  I  earnestly  desire 
and  solicitously  request  it.  And  if  I  can  in  any  way  serve 
you.  Sir,  in  this  coiuitry,  command  me ;  I  sliall  do  it  with 
pleasure.  With  every  sentiment  of  resjwcl,  I  am,  Honoured 
and  Dear  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Wm.  M'Whiu. 


4.— FRENCH  CLERGY. 


THE  ABBE  GaEGOIRE,  BISHOP  OF  BLOIS. 


I 


In  this  country  we  can  hardly  form  an  idea,  of  the  ardour 
and  vivadty  with  which  the  natives  of  a  warmer  climate,  prose- 
cute any  subject  of  new  inquiry  to  which  their  attention  may 
be  directed.  Of  this  I  had  frequent  instances  in  France ;  but 
none  more  remarkable  than  that  of  the  Abbe  Gregoire,  of 
whose  good  feeling  and  ability,  the  following  communication 
affords  an  interesting  specdmen : 

Tvit,  30.  Janvier  ISI&. 
CM£R  ET  savant  SlNCLAIIt, 

Je  me  felicite  des  circouetances,  qui,  en  vqus  amcnunt  a. 
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Farist  m'ont  procure  le  plaisir  de  connoltre  personeUetoem 
iin  honune  que  depuis  lon^ms  j'avois  appris  a  efltimer  et  i 
turner  d'apres  ses  ecrits,  et  la  repuladon  honorable  dont  il 
joint. 

J'ucquitte  ma  promesee  en  vous  envoyaiit  mon  tndte  sur  li 
Domesticity.  D'apres  un  calcul  approxtmatif,  je  vslue  a  ub 
million  le  nombre  lies  domeatiques  en  France,  qui  soot  mttach^ 
au  service  personnel,  et  non  compris  les  domestiques  attacbd 
au  travail  rural.  Mon  desir  ctoit  d'ameliorcr  les  moeun  et  ii 
condition  de  cette  classe  de  la  societc.  Lea  Anglots  rnxwont 
niontre  I'exerapie  a  cet  egard,  et  ici  j'ai  la  douleur  de  n'anir 
pu  reunir  seidement  dLc  personnes  pour  s'occuper  de  4:eto^ 
jet.  11  y  a  nn  dcmi-aieclc  que  Chamousser  fit  dans  le  menia 
genre  dea  tentativea  infructuemes.  Ce  philautrope,  qui  n'a  v£ei 
que  pour  (aire  dn  bien,  fut  outrage,  calomni^,  persecute.  Je 
vois  qii'il  iaut  se  resij^ner  aux  memea  disgraces.  Ici  bM  Mo- 
vent le  crime  est  triomphant,  et  rarement  la  vertn  est  iamait. 
Heureusement  la  religion  trouve  I'avenir,  pour  moatrer  uM 
region  nouvelle,  ou  regne  l*eterne!Ie  justice. 

Je  ferai  reclicrchcr  On  Lorraine  I'opuscule  fort  rare  de  Bi- 
gard  siir  k  Longevity.  J'^spere  ^tre  plus  libre  sous  quiate 
jours,  et  m'occuper  du  plan  dont  nous  avoiis  parl^.  Je  voa 
enverrm  mon  travail. 

Religion,  liberty,  vertu,  science,  amitie, — ces  mots  renii* 
ment  tout  ce  qui  pent  intetesser  i'^sprit  et  le  coeur,  et  e'en 
dans  lessentimensqn'ilsm'inspirentque  je  vousembnMoOM^ 
dialemc^ot. 
\.  -I  r  Greqoirb  ", 

*  IVMiilation, 

hrift  aOlh  Jwtafj  int. 
Mr  Dear  and  Learned  SmcLAta, 
I  congntulslc  myself  on  the  circumiUnccs  nbicfa,  by  bringing  you  to  PHk 
bloc  given  me  Ihe  pivi&urc  of  a  penonal  acquuntuice  with  a  maa  wboi 
long  (go  learned  to  eitcem  and  love,  on  account  of  his  writings,  and  the  I 
able  reputation  he  enjoys. 

I  now  fulfil  the  prninl5c  I  made  to  send  you  my  Treatis< 
lantB.     According  to  the  nearest  eilculatioii  I  con  nuke,  I 
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The  following  anecdote  of  the  wortliy  Abbt  will  interest 
the  reader : 


During  the  short  peace  between  France  and  England,  the 
Abbe  Gregoire  came  over  to  this  country,  where  he  mode  a 
tour  through  England ;  and,  from  his  amiable  character  and 
eicellcnt  qualities,  oI>tained  a  cordial  reception  in  tbe  I>e8t  so- 
cieties. Oil  his  return  to  Paris,  an  American  j^ntlemaii  asked 
him  how  he  liked  England.  He  replied,  "  The  people  wore  a 
generous,  hospitable,  good  people,  and  it  would  be  a  charming 
country,  bad  it  pleased  Ciod  to  give  tbem  nivr*  mmsitinn  and 
Fmtch  coolis."  The  country,  he  said,  "  was  always  enveloped 
in  clomls;  and  he  waN  almost  starved,  having  unthitig  to  eat 
but  abaminable  legs  of  mutton,  roast  beef,  bcef-^teaks,  cab- 
bages and  (wlutoes,  none  of  which  were  half  cooked.  The 
porter  was  bitter,  and  the  port  wine  was  so  strong  that  he 
oould  not  drink  it."  In  &ot,  the  good  Abbe  preferred  France, 
aiul  being  of  a  humane  dis{>ositiou,  seemed  to  lament  the  many 
inconveriieucieH  under  which,  as  he  conceivedl,  the  good  people 
of  England  laboured. 


tioa  lh«  number  of  domcttio  in  Pnnce,  who  are  engigrd  in  pi'nonal  eertice, 
nirhwJTr  ot  (hno  rtapiajad  in  rural  lalMur.  SSj  iinin  vis  m  improve  the 
nunners  uid  condition  uf  ibis  cUu  of  atdety.  The  Engliah  hate  ibcwn  lu  llie 
ciunplc  in  thii  respect ;  but  ii  is  wiLh  grid"  1  uj  thai  I  luTe  not  been  nble  to 
unilc  more  Ihoo  ten  penoni  to  aid  in  bringing  about  mjr  otgecl.  It  ii  half ■  cen- 
lurj  linrc  ChamouiMr  made  fruiileu  atlempls  of  a  umilar  kind.  Tliii  pbilaa- 
thiopix,  who  IJTtd  Quly  »  do  good,  wm  MUtcked,  caluinnial«d,  penccuMd,  t 
perceive  that  I  mu!i(  prepare  mytdtfot  the  aame  treatment.  Here  below  rice  ii 
often  iriumphant,  ind  rirtue  rarely  goes  laqnoiultrd.  Hapjuly  religioD  intici- 
dpalo  tho  flituro,  to  polo)  oat  In  lu  •  new  abode  where  etenil  jiulico  regna. 

I  thall  try  lo  pnicure  in  I»nwnc  the  rery  rare  little  work  of  Bagard  on  hoa. 
geritj.  I  hope  lo  be  more  at  leisure  in  aboul  fifteen  daji,  and  1  shall  then  ut 
about  the  plan  of  which  we  talked.      I  shall  send  you  ihe  fruits  ofmy  laboun. 

ReUgioo,  liberly,  virtue,  sdence,  friendship, — tbeie  word*  ctunpidiend  oil 
tlkU  can  interest  either  the  head  or  tbc  heart ;  and  il  is  with  all  the  letitimetila 
which  they  intpirc  thai  I  cordially  cmbfvce  jou. 

GkEGOiat, 
Lalt  liiifaop  e!  BloL,  &c. 
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THE  BISHOP  OF  HODEZ. 
With  an  Account  ol  Ihe  Bitth,  Education,  and  original  Progress  ol  E 


The  Bishop  of  Rodez  was  of  Scotcli  extraction,  faig 
Wing  Cutbliert ;  and  he  had  several  relations  who  reuded 
tKe  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Inverness.  In  the  year  1797, 
he  visited  Scotland ;  and  I  had  much  pleasure  in  shewing  bin 
every  attention  in  my  power.  He  happened  accidentally  to 
inform  me,  that  the  BUhop  of  Arras  was  then  in  Edinbuijiii^ 
and  that  he  was  particularly  well  acquainted  with  the  ea^ 
history  of  Robespierre.  Being  anxious  to  collect  infonnatiM 
respecting  a  revolutionary  leader,  who  had  been  guilty  of  saA 
atrocities,  I  requested  my  friend  the  Bishop  of  Rodez,  to  tf- 
ply  to  the  Bishop  of  Arras  for  any  particulars  he  could  mill- 
lect  regarding  him.  The  result  was  the  following  conmiimi- 
cation,  whicli  contains  some  interesting  facts  not  hithertcs  I 
believe,  known  to  tlie  public ;  and  at  tlie  same  time  deai^ 
illustrative  of  the  danger  of  giving  way  to  popular  tumnlB) 
the  result  of  which  may  be,  subjection  to  the  tyranny  of  tk 
fiercest  and  most  sanguinary  ruffians  whom  the  conraUo 
may  produce. 

Edin.  le  3.  de  Mai  I79t 
J'ai  vfl,  a  plusieiirs  reprises,  M,  l'Ev6que  d' Arras,  Mofr 
sieur  le  Chevalier,  et  ce  Prelat  m'a  dit  ce  qu'il  a  pu  se  tap 
peller  de  rhistoirc  du  monstre  RiAespierre;  mais  poor  dc  pbl 
amples  details,  il  m'a  renvoie  a  I'ouvrage  de 
Proj/ard,  (Histoire  de  Robertspierre,  par,  &c  chi 
Gerard  Sfreel,  LondmtJ,  dans  lequel  tout  ce  qui 
fametix  rcvolutionnaire  eat  rapport^  avec  assez  d' 
h'Abh6  Proyard  ctoit  Grand  Vicaire  d' Arras,  et  TEvw 
m'a  iait  I'^Ij^e  de  I'homme,  et  de  la  veritd  qui  rcgue  dung 
ouvrage.   Si  vous  ne  trouvez  pas  ce  livrc  chez  De  Boffr, 
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pmivec  VOU8  adresser  pour  I'avoir  au  Nii.  107.  fVardour  Strrel, 
Solto.  Deux  eccIesiastiqueB  Francois  founilsscnt  In  la  lecture 
de  tout  ce  qui  3  6t6  publiiJ  sur  tu  revoludon  Fmn^oise ;  je  ne 
roe  nippelle  pas  leurs  noros.  II  paroit,  d'apres  ce  que  m'a  dit 
M,  i'Evtque  d' Arras,  que  Robegpicrre  dtoil  fila  aJn^  de  M. 
Robespierre,  avocat,  natif  d'uw  village  prcs  d' Arras.  II  ctoit 
trcs  jeune  lorsqu'il  perdit  ce  parent,  lequcl  laiasa  une  veuve 
avec  trois  en&ns,  viz.  deux  ^^^ons  et  une  fille,  depourvus  de 
fortune,  et  reduits  mcmc  a  la  plus  graiide  pauvret6.  Kobcs- 
pierre  pcrc  etoit  un  hoimne  assez  aimable,  muis  mordant  dans 
ses  discours  et  dans  les  plaidoycr^  qu'il  publioit  pour  ses  ctiens. 
II  aimoit  la  depeiise,  et  ce  gout  I'eropecha  de  pouvoir  amasser 
dcs  re§sources  pour  sa  femille,  que  sa  mort  inattendue  et  pre- 
Diatur6e  mettoit  dans  la  plus  penible  situation,  M.  I'Kvcque 
d' Arras  veuoic  de  former  dans  sa  ville  opiscopale  un  etaliUsse- 
Dicnt  pour  I'education  gratuite  d'un  certain  nombre  de  jeunes 
eulans  pauvres,  qui  paroissoicnt  de»rer  d'embrasser  I'etat  ec- 
desiaatique.  On  lui  park  dcs  dciix  orphelins  Bebegpierre,  et 
il  les  re^ut  dans  sod  petit  eeminaire,  foumit  a  leur  entrctien, 
et  a  leur  education,  aiiiai  qu'au  soulagcmcnt  du  rcste  de  cette 
&mille  pauvre.  L'ain^  Robespierre  commen^a  avec  succcs  a 
paroitre  parmi  ses  condisciples ;  et  au  bout  de  quelque  terns  il 
fut  envoie,  par  les  soins  ct  aux  frais  du  Prelat,  au  college  de 
Luitu  le  Graiul  a  Paris,  pour  y  complcttcr  ses  Etudes.  Le 
jeune  eleve  continua  d'y  avoir  des  succes,  remportoit  des  prix 
aux  distributions  qu'on  en  faisoit  chaquc  annde ;  mah  on  re- 
marqua  dcs  lors  en  lui  ce  caractere  factieux  qui  devoit  un  jour 
devenir  si  funeste  a  sa  patrie.  Ces  dispo^iitions  6toient  bien 
contraires  a  cellos  qui  devoient  lui  ouvrir  la  porte  du  sanc- 
tiiairc,  aussi  Robespierre  ne  tarda-t-il  pas  a  tcmoigner  son 
eloignement  pour  I'^tat  ecclesiastique.  La  bont^  de  I'Evcque 
n'en  conUoua  pas  rooins  d'etre  sa  ressource,  et  de  foumir  aux 
frus  de  son  cours  dans  I'ctude  du  droit,  et  a  ceux  qui  etoient 
necessaircs  pour  le  ^re  recevoir  avocat.  Admis  au  liareau,  il 
flVn  retourna  dans  sa  patrie  pour  y  cxercer  sa  profession. 
Dans  le  commencement  de  celte  carriere,  il  developpa  son 
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nuuivais  nnturel ;  et  se  trouvant  vnga^  clans  une  ce 
teressoit  leg  ctats  de  la  proriiice,  rlesquels  M.  I'Evequc  d*. 
niR,  son  biru^teiLT,  (Jtoit  President,  il  s'emporta  dans  tin  da- 
tribe  amer  contre  ce  coq)B  respcctabi?,  ct  li'en  epargna  pM 
meme  le  chef.  II  crut  cependaiit  ne  pouvoir  pas  putdier  « 
plaidaycr,  huis  en  faire  part  nu  Pr^l&t.  Celul-cJ  en  iiit  egKl» 
ment  choqud  ct  surpris ;  naaa  rndpruant  les  plimse«  indiscnv 
tctt  d'lui  petit  avocat  fbrcen^,  il  lui  remit  1c  manuscritf  en  Id 
ell  disaiit  sa  fai^on  dc  ppnser,  et  lui  permit  d'eii  faire  I'Hifl 
qu'il  ju^roit  a  prupos.  Le  m^moire  panit,  et  Bt  du  fatd^ 
tnais  beaucoup  plus  de  tort  a  I'auteur  qu'a  ceux  qu'il  y  al> 
quoit.  Robespiorre  continua  de  se  taire  conitoitre,  inoiiwf*- 
pendant  par  des  talena  ilistinpics,  que  par  un  ei^rit  fedieu^ 
un  caractere  intrigant,  feroci'  et  indomptuble.  Dans  la  v9b 
et  communaiit^  d'Amu  se  trouvoit  n  cotte  ^puque  un  end 
nambre  de  nmuvais  sujots,  d'hoDimes  avidos  de  notiveaiit^  f( 
de  gens  revolt^s  contre  toiite  aiitorit^.  llobe.s{>ierr?  ttott  I* 
tavori :  ils  parvinreiit  a  le  faire  nommer  I'un  dett  depute  tta  Ttoi 
£lat  de  leur  baillage  aux  Etats  Gencraux.  II  ^toit  alon  if 
pauvre,  qu'il  ne  jiul  se  procurer  I'aa^nt  necessaire  poor  tut 
les  Irais  de  ran  voyage  a  Vers^e^,  lieu  indiqu^  pour  la  l«M 
dcs  Etata  C!«noraiL\.  II  eut  le  front  de  reoourir  a  la  b(nus»* 
I'Evfeque  rl' Arras,  qu'il  avoit  cessd  dc  voir  et  de  ctiltiver,  «*«■ 
lui-ci  eut  de  nouveau  la  bont^  et  la  facility  d'accueiUer  M  i^ 
mande,  ct  de  lui  foumir  la  Homme  d»nt  il  avoit  beeoin.  Lt 
scelerat  sortit  du  cabinet  du  trop  bon  Pr^lat^  ne  le  revit  pl4 
et  ne  le  remercia  jamais  de  tous  sea  bienfaita.  H  let  wnl 
vnusemblement  paies  de  la  guillotine,  si,  Inrs  tin  rvgm  t 
monstre,  I'Evcque  ne  fut  horn  du  royiiume  aupr^s  des  PriiHB 
emigres.  Voila,  Monsieur  le  Chevalier,  en  gros,  ce  qat  M- 
d'Arma  m'a  appris  sur  les  commencemens  de  llobet^ferre. « 
m'uidiquant  I'ouvrage  oii  rous  trouverez  un  narr6  plus  detaiBt 
des  circonstmices  qui  ont  trait  a  ce  monstre.  itf.  Mtmtjm  i 
aiiflsi  ucrit  I'histoire  de  Mtrximilim  Boifftpierrf,  et  de  m  hb- 
juration ;  mais  je  pense  que  vous  trouverez  plug  tl'i) 
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u  ce  giijet,  et  plus  d'cxoctitude,  dans  I'ouvrage  de  CAbbc  Pro- 
yard. 

Je  voiis  rend  bicn  des  graces.  Monsieur,  de  I'imprunG  que 
vous  m'avez  &it  passer,  lequel  conticnt  vos  pensees  sur  la 
guorre  d'ltalie.  Quoiqu'il  s'en  fiiille  bien  que  ses  pensees 
s'accordent  avec  les  miennes  but  le  meme  sujet,  et  quoique 
je  distinj^ue  a  peine  le  general  de  I'armee  Fnin^oise  d'lm  cruel 
chef  d'une  horde  de  barbares,  ou  d'unc  troupe  de  brigands, 
rcpandue  en  ItalJe  et  en  Ailemagne  pour  y  porter  le  rava^, 
la  mine  et  la  desolation ;  quoique  je  sois  bien  convaincu  que 
leg  nouvelles  republiques  Cispadancs  et  Tnuispadanes  sont 
aussi  eloignfies  de  la  vraie  liberty  qu'elles  sont  voisiiies  ou 
de  I'anarchic  ou  de  la  tyrannie ;  quoique  je  pensc  que  le 
changement  adopts  par  ces  nouveaux  republicains  soit  les 
fruits  empotsonn^  du  Jacobinism e,  de  i'atheisme,  et  de  la 
desorg;anisation  Gallicane,  ct  qu'ils  ne  dureront  qu'autant  que 
ces  malheureuses  contr^eg  seront  desol^ea  par  la  presence  de 
cette  ann6e  de  bandits,  et  qu'un  echec  eprouT^  par  elle  se- 
roit  le  signal  de  leur  retour  a  I'ancien  ordre ;  je  rends  nean- 
moins  justice  a  la  valeur  de  ces  mcmes  brigands,  a  I'activite 
et  aus  talens  militaires  de  leurs  chefs,  ot  pardculairement  de 
Buonaparte.  Mais  je  ne  proiioncenu  sur  leur  prudence,  qu'- 
apr^s  que  j'aurai  vii  qn'elle  sera  Tissue  definitive  de  la  cam- 
pognc  actuelle.  Si  elle  est  heureuse  pour  Buonaparte  et  les 
Francois,  je  regaiderai  leurs  nouveatu  triomphes  comme  de 
noureanx  malheitrs  pour  I'Europe  et  pour  rhumanit^.  Si, 
comme  j'mme  k  I'esperer  et  a  le  croire,  ils  eprouvent  le  roome 
sort  qu'essuyrent  I'annee  deroiere  Jourdan  et  Moreau,  je  ne 
poums  m'empecher  de  regarder  Buonaparte  comme  un  fol, 
meme  comme  un  tot,  qui  s'cst  lais6^  prendre  aux  pieges  de  son 
ennemi,  el  accabler  par  ceiix  qu'il  a  d'abord  mepriser,  et  dont 
il  a  betemeTtt  crfi  pouvoir  faire  une  conqui^te  facile,  an  milieu 
d'un  des  pais  les  plus  difficiles  et  les  plus  dangereux.  Les 
evenemens  feront  voir  lequel  de  vous  ou  de  moi  auront  en- 
visage ce  general,  son  arm^e,  ses  succes  et  ses  republiques 
sous  le  plus  veritable  point  de  vue.     Recevez,  Mon^eur  le 
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Chevalier,  I'liommoge  du  sincere  et  reapeL-tueux  aUadteracnt 
avec  iequel  je  sub  votre  trcs  humble  et  trcs  obeUsant  serri- 
teur, 

S.  EV.  OE    RODEZ '. 


■  TraDsladoii. 

EdinbuTBh,  3d  SSwj  179T. 

Sir, 
I  liBve  BctiTsl  times  hod  an  opponunity  of  ranTersng  nidi  ttw  KAopi 
Arras,  Bud  (liat  Fieliti:  Ills  told  me  all  thai  he  could  mall  of  Ibe  ba*arj  of  Al 
monster  Robespierre  ;  but  for  moic  complete  detaili  he  baa  referred  me  to  At 
work  of  the  Abb£  Frorard,  (Hiitonf  of  Babtspiart,  jmbHiluid  t^  De  &^  Gf- 
mrd  Strat,  LoTuUm),  in  wbich  all  that  tegnrds  Ibis  nolorious  revdhitkiDiit  bi» 
laled  with  sufficient  accuracy.  The  Abbe  Froyard  was  Grand  Vtcar  tf  Ai^ 
aiut  the  BiiJiap  spoke  highly  to  me,  both  or  the  roan,  and  the  truth  wtud  p«> 
*adcs  bis  work,  iryou  cannot  procure  ihijbook  from  De  Bofle,  jou  iiHy^fd; 
fbiit  at  107.  Wardour  Street,  Soha.  Tno  French  ecclcaastics  keep  iheie  a  or- 
culating  library  of  all  Ibat  has  been  publi&bed  on  the  French  Rcvolutum:  IcM- 
not  recollect  their  names.     It  would  appear  from  what  the  Bishop  of  Attv  UU 

Robespierre  wu  the  eldest  H>n  of  M.  Robeqiierre,  ao  advorote,  natiie  </t 
rillage  near  Arias.  He  was  veijr  young  when  be  lost  bii  father,  who  left  a  widsa 
with  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  not  only  wiiJiaut  fcstune,  but 
reduced  to  the  greatest  poverty.  Robespierre's  Talfacr  was  a  man  amiable  dtoulb; 
but  aotirical  in  his  conversation,  and  in  the  pleadings  which  he  published  Ibria 
cUcata.  He  was  also  eipensive  in  hiebahits,and  wan  thus  prcreiited  from  lnii( 
Dp  any  fortune  for  his  family,  whom  his  sudden  and  premature  death  placed  ii 
the  most  distressing  situation.  The  Bishop  of  Arras  happetied  to  fona,  inUi 
qHBcopal  town,  an  eMablishment  for  the  gratuitous  education  of  a  certain  aaaJm 
of  poor  children,  who  might  appear  desiroiu  of  cmbnciog  die  eccleaiaatioj  no- 
fession.  He  was  told  of  the  two  orphan  sons  of  the  late  M.  Robcspiene,  ai 
be  received  them  into  his  little  seminar;,  adapted  as  it  was  for  their  iiiipi-ii*- 
ment  and  instruction,  besides  afford ing  consolation  to  the  rest  of  this  poor&nih. 
The  elder  Robespierre  began  with  success  his  career  among  his  »cluiolfellfl«i 
and,  at  the  end  of  some  lime,  he  was  sent  by  the  care,  and  at  the  eipeoaei^d* 
Prelate,  to  the  College  of  Louis  the  Great  at  Paris,  there  tocamplew  liii  iliiilaa 
The  young  man  was  here  no  lets  successful,  and  carried  oS'seientl  priza  attto 
lI  competitions.      But  it  was  already  remarked,  that  his  character  wwoC 


i 


that  factious  kind  which  onerwords  ti 


II  country. 


piMitioni  were  very  different  from  those  mast  likely  to  open  for  him  iha  doao  J 
the  Church,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he  intimated  his  disrelish  for  ecdewa- 
tical  pumuta.  The  goodness  of  the  Bishop,  nerenbelcss,  did  not  bil  him,  W 
through  the  kindness  of  his  patron  he  was  furnished  with  the  mtmns  of  stidylK 
law,  and  defraying  all  the  expenses  attendant  on  his  passing  advocats,  /iir'^ 
led  to  the  bar,  he  returned  to  his  own  country,  to  pracuse  his  profesnoo.  M 
the  very  outset  of  his  career  he  betrayed  his  evil  dispositioa  ;  for,  being  mgtgji 
in  a  cause  which  afTcctcd  the  Slates  of  the  Province,  of  which  the  BUMptf 
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Arras,  his  ben«rach)r,  wu  FreildeDl,  be  pronounced  a  Inller  plulippJc  igainil 
Ihii  nspecwbli!  body,  bihI  did  not  eien  ipare  its  President.  He  ibought.  bow- 
oer,  tlut  b(!  could  not  publish  Uiii  pleading  beTon:  nibmiiling  it  to  the  Prclale. 
who  was  ttfuaily  shocked  and  luqirited  at  its  lone ;  but,  despiFkiog  the  itidlacrcel 
oprcstion*  of  ajoung  hot  lawyer,  be  sent  him  baeli  tile  maouicripl,  telling  bim 
what  bu  lliought  of  il,  and  petmilling  him  lo  make  what  use  of  it  hu  deemed 
|.ru|i«r.  The  memorinl  appeared,  and  mtide  some  ncose,  but  did  more  hum  lo 
(he  auilKir  (ban  to  those  •t>oin  he  aUacked.  Robespierre  coDlJaued  lo  keep  hini- 
H'lf  before  Ibe  public,  l«s,  howeicr,  by  any  diitinguislicd  lalenls,  than  by  a  fuc- 
tious  spirit,  and  a  character  remarkable  tot  inlrfgue,  fcradly,  and  obBtinacy,  In 
the  toon  and  comuiuuitj  oT  Airas  there  ■ere  at  this  lime  a  great  number  of  bad 
subjects, — men  desirous  of  change,  nod  unwilling  lo  submit  to  any  coaaliiuteil 
authority.  Robe^erre  was  th^r  favourite,  sod  they  agreed  lo  send  him  aa  one 
of  ihcii  deputies  to  the  States  General.  lie  was  (hen  so  poor  that  be  could  not 
get  money  sufficient  to  dvfVay  the  expense  of  his  joumsy  to  Vtruilles.  where 
Uie  Stales  General  were  lo  be  held.  Jn  this  emergency  he  bad  tlie  sudacily 
lo  apply  once  more  to  his  old  friend,  the  BiJx^  of  Arru,  wham  be  had  ceased 
to  visit  or  acknowledge  ;  and  the  Bishop  had  again  the  goodness  and  the  weak- 
ness Ui  comply  with  bis  demand,  and  to  furnith  him  with  the  sum  which  he  re. 
ijuired.  The  wretcb  lefl  the  chamber  of  the  too  good  Prclale,  nocr  saw  him 
more,  and  ne*er  thanked  him  for  all  his  kindncu.  He  would  probably  liave 
paid  for  il  on  the  guillotine,  had  noi  the  Bishop,  during  the  reign  of  ilie  mon- 
ster, been  out  of  Ibe  kingitom  along  with  the  emigrant  Priocea. 

Such,  Sir,  is  the  substance  of  all  1  learned  from  M.  d'Ariu,  eonceming  tlie 
early  history  of  Robespierre,  al  the  same  time  thai  he  pointed  oul  lo  me  the 
work,  where  you  will  And  a  more  dcuiled  account  of  the  circumstances  which 
have  reference  to  this  monster.  H.  Montjoic  has  also  wriiieo  the  History  of 
Maximilian  ItobesipierTe,  and  of  his  conipincy  ;  but  I  believe  you  will  find  more 
information  on  ilii!  subject,  and  more  accurac;^,  in  the  work  of  the  Abbe  Pro- 

I  return  you  many  thanks.  Sir,  for  the  pamphlel  which  you  have  sent  me, 
containing  your  thoughts  upon  the  war  in  Iialy.  Although  it  is  ccriaiti  that 
iliesc  sentiments  agree  with  my  own  on  tiie  same  sub,fect,  and  altbougli  1  dis- 
cover with  difficulty  ilie  general  of  a  French  army  in  a  cruel  chief  of  a  honic  of 
barbarians,  or  of  a  troop  of  brigands,  spread  over  Iialy  and  Gennany,  to  carry 
thither  ravage,  ruin,  and  desolation ;  although  I  am  fully  convinced  that  tlie  new 
republics  both  on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the  Po,  areas  far  removed  from  true 
lilhTly  as  Ihey  arc  bordering  cither  on  anarchy  or  tyranny  ;  although  1  believe 
(hai  the  changes  adopted  by  these  new  republicans  are  Ibe  impoisoncd  frull*  uf 
Jacobinism,  of  Atheism,  and  of  Galilean  Disorgnniiation,  and  thai  ihcy  will 
continue  in  force  only  as  long  as  ihesc  unliappy  couniiies  arc  desolated  by  ihe 
presence  of  this  army  of  bandits,  and  thai  a  check  given  la  il  will  be  ihe  signal 
of  their  rcluin  to  ancient  order  j  1  nevertheless  render  justice  to  the  salour  of 
these  scry  brigands,  to  the  activity  and  military  talents  of  their  leadeis,  and  par- 
ucularly  of  Buonaparte ;  but  I  shall  not  speak  oTtbeirfnidFiiee,  until  1  hate  seen 
ilic  definitive  issue  of  the  present  campaign.  If  it  ends  fodunotely  for  Buona- 
parte and  Ihe  French,  1  shall  regard  their  new  triumphs  as  new  misronuDcs  for 
Europe  and  hununiiy.     If,  as  I  love  lo  bope  and  believe,  they  eipcrience  the 
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himmifm^hm 


Mine  fate  which  Itit  yev  attended  Jourdan  and  Mor—i,  I  Aall 

upon  Buonaparte  as  a,/^o(— a  very^boi^—- who  allowed 

the  snares  of  his  enemy,  and  to  be  pot  down  by  'ttoae  whooa 

ed,  and  over  whom  he  madly  thought  to  gain  an  cas] 

one  of  the  most  difficult  and  dangerous  countries  in  Sumps. 

shew  whether  you  or  I  ha^e  looked  upon  this  Gcnenl, 

and  his  republics,  in  the  true  point  of  view. 

Accept,  Sir,  the  assurances  of  the  sincere  and  respectftil 
I  remam  your  very  bumble  and  ^ery  obedient  ser? ant. 


eviriiiljlodk 


S.  BUHOr  OF  BOKX. 


PART  VII. 


AGRICULTURAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


^ 


u 


AGRICULTURAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


The  correspoudence  1  carried  on,  respectiiig  the  various 
topics  coiuiected  with  apiculture,  would  fill  many  volumes. 
Its  substance  will  be  found  in  the  several  works  I  publishetl 
oil  that  subject,  more  especially,  I.  In  the  Account  of  the 
Husbandry  of  Scotland;  2.  In  the  General  Report  of  the 
Agricultural  State  of  Scotland ;  And,  3.  In  the  Code  of  Agri- 
culture. 


I.  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  HUSBANDRY  OF  SCOTLAND. 

This  work  was  undertaken  in  the  year  1809,  at  the  parti- 
cular request  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  who  ui^ed,  in  a  letter 
dated  September  3.  1809,  "  That  an  account  of  the  systems 
of  husbandry  adopted  in  the  more  improved  districts  in  Scot- 
land, would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  united  kingdom ;  and  that  it  was  incumbent 
upon  a  native  of  Scotland,  while  presiding  at  the  Board  of 
Agricidture,  and  possessing  all  the  means  of  information  which 
that  situation  afforded,  to  undertake  the  task."  To  other  re- 
spectable friends  to  agriculture,  the  same  idea  had  occurred. 

Many  objections  had  presented  themselves  to  the  engaging 
in  such  an  attempt :  I.  The  labour  was  likely  to  be  very  great ; 
'2.  It  might  be  difficult  to  procure  the  necessary  informatiou; 
and,  3.  It  would  furnish  snarling  critics  with  a  favourable  op- 
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portunity  of  attacking,  not  only  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  but  the  institution  itself^  as  promulgating  doc- 
trines, which,  if  acted  upon  by  the  fiumers  of  the  ommtry, 
would  be  ruinous  to  them.  But  every  obstacle  to  the  under- 
taking of  the  proposed  task  vanished,  when  Sir  Joseph  urged, 
<<  that  agriculture  has  derived,  is  deriving,  and  will  derive 
more  benefit,  firom  Scotch  industry  and  skill,  than  has  been 
accumulated,  since  the  days  when  Adam  first  wielded  tke 
spade  *." 

In  drawing  up  this  work,  it  seemed  to  me  necessary,  not 
only  to  visit  the  districts  in  Scotland  the  most  celebrated  for 
cultivation,  but  also  to  circulate  a  number  of  queries  among 
the  most  intelligent  formers ; — ^to  compare  their  answers,  w 
as  to  fbnn  them  into  a  regular  sjrstem; — and  to  print  mmj  A- 
culate  the  results,  for  the  remarks  of  some  intelligent  tmrnkf 
before  the  work  was  published. 

Mr  Arthur  Young,  to  whom  I  had  transmitted  copies  flf 
the  original  sketches  I  drew  up,  sent  me  the  following  » 
marks  upon  them : 

'^  Mr  Young  has  road  the  papers  on  the  husbandry  of  Scot- 
land with  attention ;  and  he  waits,  with  great  impatience,  to  see 
a  work  complete,  whdch  will  form  a  mew  era  iu  agriaitod 
knomledge.  He  sincerely  hopes  that  Sir  John  Sinclair  will 
be  blessed  with  health,  strength,  and  spirits,  to  perfect  m 
great  an  undertaking. 

"  Bndfield  Hall,  September  4.  ISia** 

In  March  1812,  the  whole  was  completed ;  and  I  had  Ae 
pleasure  of  sending  a  copy  of  the  work  to  Sir  Jcaeph  Baabt 
accompanied  with  the  following  letter  : 


*  Sir  Joseph  thus  jusrified  that  assertion.  **  The  SooU»*'  (he  mad)  «  set 
nation  of  gardeners,  which  accounts  for  their  success  in  agricultuic  •  for  bortF 
culture  always  precedes  agriculture  in  the  amount  of  its  produce.  In  $CTtlp*^ 
agriculture  treads  on  the  heels  of  horticulture ;  and,  by  raising  double 
the  Scots  are  enabled  to  pay  double  rents." 
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"  My  Deak  Sen  JosEi'H, 
'*  I  have  at  last  tlte  pleasure  of  sending;  you  a  coinplelo 
copy  of  die  work,  undertaken  at  your  deture,  on  tlie  Huttbmi- 
dry  of  Scotland.  Whether  you  will  have  any  grounds  to  re- 
gret having  made  the  request,  from  defects  in  the  execution 
of  the  plan,  or  I  to  lament  complying  with  your  wishes,  in 
consequence  of  the  peltings  which  I  sliall  receive,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  from  the  critics  who  may  he  induced  to  rail 
at  it,  will,  in  process  of  time,  appear.  At  all  events,  I  shall 
have  one  satisfaction,  tliat  it  may  be  the  means  of  handing 
down  our  names  to  posterity  together,  as  zealons  friends  to 
liie  improvement,  and  agricultural  prosperity  of  the  country," 
&c. 

Sir  Joseph's  Answer,  dated  Soho  Square,  Miirch  1 1.  \S\2, 
HTLs  as  follows  : 

*•  On  my  return  from  Lincolnsliire  this  morning,  I  found 
your  tavour,  and  am  thankful  for  it  in  all  ways.  I  thank  you 
for  having  allowed  my  little  bark  to  sail  in  company  with  your 
reesel  down  the  stream  of  time.  I  have  no  fear  of  criticism 
on  your  book.  It  contains  a  mass  of  valuable  information,  suf- 
ficient to  resist  ail  the  attacks  which  envy  and  malice  can  aim 
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It  is  a  fevourite  principle  with  me,  "  Thtit  exti^oe  in- 
qmrif*  ilundii  br  imtde  tltr  btuU  <}f  rtnutensed  informatitm  ;"  and 
it  has  been  fortmiately  in  my  power  to  prove  the  practicabili- 
ty of  carrying  this  principle  into  effect.  I  had  published  ac- 
counts aimry  "  Paritk"  in  Scotland,  from  returns  transmitted 
to  me  by  the  resident  clergymen  ; — with  tlie  aid  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  regular  reports  had  been  published  of  tlie  agri- 
cultural and  political  state  of  every  "  CouiUi^'  in  it ;  and  to 
complete  the  system,  notliing  now  remained,  but  to  publish 
a  "  GeTWToI  Jtfport"  of  the  state  of  the  whole  kingdom.  For 
this  purpose,  a  number  of  able  men  were  selected,  to  each  at 
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whom  a  eliapter  or  section  of  the  General  Report  waB  assign- 
ed, and  from  the  materials  widi  which  he  was  thus  fiimiahed, 
he  was  directed  to  draw  up  the  result  of  all  the  preiaous  in- 
quiries. 

llie  whole  system  may  be  compared  to  «  pjrrainid,  an  idea 
of  wluch  may  be  obtained  from  tlie  folloMing*  outline  : 


COUNTY  REPORTS. 


PAROCHIAL  ACCOUNTS* 


In  drawing  up  a  General  Report,  condensation  is  the 
great  object  to  be  kept  in  view.  Every  sentence  should  con- 
tain the  essence  of  a  paragraph  ; — every  paragraph  of  a  sec- 
tion ; — every  section  of  a  chapter, — and  every  chapter  of  a 
volume.  Such  works  ought  to  be  completed  at  the  puUk 
expense;  for  tliough,  with  much  difficulty,  and  by  great  perse 
verance,  it  was  carried  through  in  Scotland,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure by  an  individual,  yet  it  "wns  eifected  by  exertions  fat 
which  few  have  sufficient  strength  or  perseverance.  It  wonU 
appear,  indeed,  by  a  communication  from  Mr  Say,  dated  1st 
January  1821,  tliat  the  aid  of  even  a  despotic  govemmeiii 
could  not  always  accomplish  tlie  object ;  for  he  mentions  tba 
Buoimparte,  \^ith  all  his  power,  could  never  obtain  from  hi» 
"  Pre/its''  and  "  Sous  Prefch^''  tliose  reports,  which  he  fi«- 
quently  demanded  from  them,  with  regard  to  the  statistics  d 
France. 
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Having  thus  laid  aii  ample  foundudoa,  I  at  last  resolved  tu 
iiiidertiike  a  work  of  still  greater  importance,  namely,  a  Codo 
of  Agriculture.  My  object  was,  to  condense  into  one  volume 
tlie  leading  principles  and  facts  of  a  science,  on  wltich  so  many 
liiindred  volumes  had  beet)  previously  published. 

The  work  was  received  with  much  applause  by  the  agri- 
culturists of  EDgland  and  Scotland.  It  has  already  run  through 
tliree  editions,  and  a  fourth  is  now  in  preparation.  It  was  re- 
printed in  America,  (whore  its  publication  exdted  a  great  spi- 
rit of  improvement) ;  and  it  was  translated  into  several  foreign 
languages,  in  particular  the  French,  the  German,  and  the 
Danish.  Foreigners,  indeed,  expressed  their  opinion  of  its 
merits  in  the  strongest  terms,  designating  its  author  as  *'  /f 
FremifT  Ai/nntome  ile  rEurt^m  "  ; — le  Patriarchs  tie  tAgrind- 
hirr  AtiffloUe  f  ; — Ir  Grand  Prctre  de  CeraXi — **  '*  Heroi  ilf 
rEeonnmit  Rurally  §." 

From  the  great  improvements  which  liad  taken  phice  in  tliis 
itiuutT)',  a  number  of  foreigners  had  come  over  to  aval  them- 
selves of  the  information  wliich  had  been  tlius  accimiulated, 
and  many  of  them  visited  Scotland,  knowing  that  its  system 
of  agricultiLre  was  peculiarly  calculated  for  adoption  in  foreign 
countries,  from  the  economy  with  which  it  was  conducted.  I 
remember,  in  particular,  an  application  from  a  Livoniaii 
nobleman,  who,  in  a  letter  to  me,  dated  -iOtlt  July  1828, 
applied  for  inlbrmation  regarding  the  best  plan  for  carrying 
on  the  improvement  of  his  estates,  in  the  following  terms : 
'*  La  reputation  done  vous  jouissez,  et  d'apres  laquelle  vous 
passen  pour  ctre  ami  et  protectcur  des  etrangers  qui  viennent 
visiter  I'Ecosse,  pour  s'instruire  dans  I'agricidture,  m'encoumge 

'    Lciur  rrom  M.  Malhew  DombaiU',  7lh  November  1821. 
t  Letter  from  tbe  Dijon  Aodcmy,  lOth  May  IBIS. 
\   LeIIer  (torn  M.  Mten,  a  great  proptietor  of  land  in  Flaaden. 
$   Letter  from  ibc  Abb^'  Picrrard,  ronlnining  ibe  subaanix.- 
tion  fVom  Crnenil  d'Annfclt.  requnting  infotiniiiian  regarding  thi 
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a  V0U8  adresser,  en  vous  priant  de  me  seconder  dans  mes  ef- 
forts, mes  recherches,  et  projets." 

It  would  be  tedious  to  insert  the  numerous  letters  in  wUck 
my  works  on  agriculture  bave  been  fitvourably  spoken  o£  I 
shall  restrict  myself  to  communications  from  the  followii^  db- 
tinguished  characters:  1.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette;  9L 
M.  Mathieu  de  Dombasle ;  3.  Baron  V<^ht  <»f  Hkmbmgh; 
4.  Robert  Patterson  of  America;  5.  Mr  Featherstonhangli 
of  New  York ;  and,  6.  General  Washington. 


1. 

THE  MARQUIS  DE  LA  FAYETTE. 

There  are  few  characters  in  modem  times,  wlio  will  be 
held  in  higher  estimation  than  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 
His  conduct  in  private  life  is  most  exemplary ;  and  in  puhEe 
affairs,  he  always  adopted  that  line  of  conduct  which  seem- 
ed to  him  the  most  likely  to  promote  rational  liberty :  I  an 
happy  in  this  opportunity  of  laying  before  the  reader  a  moM 
friendly  letter  addressed  to  me,  wliich  proves  his  ardent  zesl 
in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture. 

Paris,  20.  Janricr  18ISL 

Monsieur, 

La  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  Thonneur  de  m'^crize  a  Hi 
longtems  a  me  parvenir.  Le  zele  que  j'ai  mis  4  remplir  ?w 
intentions,  quoique  jusqu'a  present  sans  succ^  a  retards  de 
jour  en  jour  ma  reponse.  EUe  vous  sera  presents  par  nai 
ami  M.  Ficknor,  citoyen  des  Etats  Unis,  a  qui  je  me  fidt  ns 
plaisir  de  procurer  cette  occasion  de  vous  rendre  ses  dev«m& 
II  sent  comme  moi  tout  le  prix  d'une  introduction  aimris  ik 
Sir  John  Sinclair. 

L'avantage  de  renouveller  mon  ancienne  connaissanoe  avec 
vous,  Monsieur ;  celui  d'etre  honor^  de  votre  oonfianoe  fV 
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un  objet  iJier  s  nuus  iloiix,  tnois  uu  je  m>  puU  etre  qu'u  une 
grande  distance  de  vo\a ;  et  lu  bonU'  (jue  vous  avc/  ou  de 
m'envoycr  votre  bnportant  et  si  iiistruelif  ouvragc,  sont  des 
cirooiistanoes  flatteuses  pour  moi,  et  dont  j'u  vte  sensiblemcnt 
toacbe.  U  seiait  iiijuste  d'attribuer  a  un  ton  de  tiogligence, 
dont  je  suis  bieD  loin  a  votre  cgaid,  les  delaU,  d'abord  invo- 
lontairea,  etensuite  bieo  intendonnes,  qui  oateu  lieu.  A^r^ez 
ici  rhommage  de  mon  admiration  pour  le  livre,  et  de  ma  re* 
connaissaQcc  pour  I'auteur. 

J'lu  rc<^a  demierement  luic  lettre  de  M.  JcfTeraon,  qui 
vient  d'^chapper  a  une  longue  et  dniigereuse  muladie.  Son 
esprit  et  Kon  c<Eur  ont  conserve  toiites  Icurs  nobles,  etondiies, 
et  aimables  feicultes  ;  mais  sa  sante  se  ressent  des  proj^res  de 
i'sge.  M.  l-'icknor,  que  j'ai  Thonneiir  de  vous  presenter,  au 
nom  de  M.  Jefferson  comme  au  mien,  est  aussi  un  de  ses 
amis  particulicK. 

I'enetre  commc  je  le  snis  de  I'utilit^  de  votre  ouvruge, 
pur  le  profit  que  j'avds  tirv  moi-meme,  je  desire  vivement  en 
feire  jouir  mes  compatriotes.  Panni  les  personnes  en  (-tat 
de  me  conseiller  el  de  m'aider  pour  cet  objet,  je  vous  citerai 
MM.  Gallois  Ft  Charles  Lasteyrie,  dont  les  nums  vous  sont 
eonnus.  Le  dernier  est  fort  lie  avec  M.  Lufout  Ladebat, 
qui  s'est  occupe  avec  beuiicoup  d'lnteret  de  feire  traduire  dans 
notre  langue  des  productious  scientifiques  de  votre  pajfs.  Le 
triste  resultat  de  mes  consultations  auprea  d'bommes  plus  en 
^tat  que  moi  de  juger,  parcequ'its  sont  plus  verses  dans  les 
affaires  de  Ubralrie,  a  ete,  que  dans  ce  momeut,  oi  tout  le 
monde  est  occnp£  de  dtscus^ons  et  d'iiistitutions  polidques, 
on  ne  trouverait  personnc  qui  se  chargeat  de  I'entreprise. 
J'observerais  que  les  amis  aiLXquets  je  me  suis  adresse 
tout  admirateurs  de  I'ouvrage,  et  ooii\'aincus  de  son  utilite. 
II  Dous  sersit  facile  de  trouver  un  truducteur;  mais  le  libraire, 
charge  de  le  dedomager  des  ses  trauvaus,  et  de  faire  imprimei 
la  traduction,  craindrait  a  present  de  se  livrer  a  une  specula- 
tion etiunger  au  cours  actuel  des  id6es.  Cette  difficult^ 
pent  pas  durer  longtems.      La  France,  qui  depnis  que  v 
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Tavez  coniiue  en  1789,  ii'a  pas  cesse,  a  travers  tant  de  vicusi- 
tudes,  dc  resistances,  d'exccs,  et  de  malveillanoe  exterieor, 
de  vouloir  ce  qu'elle  voulait  alors,  finira,  j'espdre,  par  obtenir 
la  jouissance  reclle  de  les  droits  qui  anureront  son  Tepos,  et 
le  libre  developement  de  son  industrie*  Cest  alors  qu'elle 
sentira  tout  le  prix  des  le9ons  qu'on  trouve  d  c^haque  page  de 
votre  livre,  et  que  sa  traduction  sera  ^nendement  redio^ 
chic. 

Quant  a  moi,  Monsieur,  qui  sans  ctre  un  des  moiiu  inte- 
resscs  dans  les  objcts  politiques,  n'en  appreci^  que  mieux  k 
merito  de  vos  ecrits,  et  rhouneiir  de  votre  correspondanoe,  je 
serai  toiijours  lieureux  des  occasions  qui  m'en  feront  jooir. 
Je  continuend  a  m'occuper  de  votre  commission^  et  de  toota 
celles  que  vous  jugcrez  u  propos  de  me  donner.  Cest  avec 
toutc  la  deference  d'un  disciple,  et  tons  les  sentiiiiens  d'un  ad- 
mirateur,  que  je  vous  prie  d'agreer  Texpression  de  ma  hantt 
consideration  et  de  mon  sincere  attachement. 

La  Fayettb*. 


*  Translation. 

Paris,  Jmnumrj  Sa  18191 
Sib, 

The  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  has  been  a  loos 
reaching  me.  The  zeal  with  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  fulfil  jourii 
although  hitherto  without  success,  has  retarded  my  reply  from  daj  to  dbr.  h 
will  now  be  presented  to  you  by  my  friend  Monsieur  Flcknor,  cituoi  oTAe 
United  States,  for  whom  I  am  glad  to  procure  the  pref^nt  opportUDity  of  pnaf 
his  respects  to  you.  He  feels  as  I  do  tlie  full  value  of  an  introductioa  to  Sr 
John  Sinclair. 

The  advantage  of  renewing  my  old  acquaintance  with  you.  Sir  •  that  of  bw 
honoured  with  your  confidence  upon  a  subject  dear  to  us  both,  but  in  irte* 
I  must  be  for  behind  you ;  and  the  kindness  which  you  have  aliewn  in 
me  your  very  important  and  instructive  work,  are  very  flaUmns 
for  me,  and  of  which  I  am  truly  sensible.  It  would  be  unjust  to  fffihr  tti 
feeling  of  neglect,  from  which  I  am  so  exempt  with  regard  to  yon  tbe  imdii* 
tary,  and  aAerwards  well-intended  delays  which  have  occunvd.  Aonst  Af 
homage  of  my  admiration  for  the  book,  (The  Code  of  A|pricultuie.)  and  of  ^ 
gratitude  to  the  Author. 

I  received  lately  a  letter  from  Mr  Jefferson,  who  has  just  Teooveicd  fioa  * 
long  and  dangerous  illness.  His  mind  and  heart  have  preserved  all  their  aolk 
extensive  and  amiable  faculties ;  but  his  health  is  affected  by  advanciu  4^ 
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M.  MATHIEU  DE   DOMBASLE, 
rrcudent  of  the  AgrictiitunJ  Society  <if  Nincy. 

Among  the  agriciilturista  of  France,  Monsieur  de  Dom- 
basle  stands  pre-eminent,  both  for  zeal  and  knowledge.  It 
was  impossible,  therefore,  to  be  More  highly  graUfied  than  by 
the  determination  of  so  distinguisbed  a  character  to  translate 


MonBHtr  Ficknnr,  nhotn  I  h»ve  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  in  Mr  JcfTer. 
ton'B  nwne  and  my  own,  ii  bIw  one  of  his  paniculnr  rrimds. 

Convinced  at  1  wn  of  the  utility  of  yoar  work,  by  the  beae6t  which  I  hare 
derived  froni  it  myself,  I  driiie  much  to  enable  my  countryiDcn  to  prolil  by  it 
likcwiic.  Among  the  persona  in  k  lituation  to  adviie  and  assivt  me  in  this  ob- 
ject, 1  may  mention  lo  you  MM.  Galtcni  and  Charles  Lasleyrie,  whoae  names 
■re  known  lo  you.  11ie  latter  is  very  intimate  witli  Monsieur  Lofonl  Ladcbot, 
who  hoi  occupied  himself  very  much  in  getting  translated  into  our  language  the 
scientific  productions  of  your  country.  The  discouraging  result  of  my  consul- 
tation among  men  better  calculated  than  myst/lf  forjudging,  becau*e  more  versed 
than  myself  in  booktelling  (ran»ctions,  has  been,  that  at  this  lime,  when  every 
one  is  occupied  with  political  discussions  and  institutions,  no  one  wonid  be  found 
to  embark  in  such  an  undertaking. 

At  the  same  time  the  friends  to  whom  I  addressed  myself  are  enchanted 
with  the  book,  and  convinced  of  its  nscfulnesa.  It  would  be  easy  for  us  to 
find  a  tnnslalor  ;  but  the  bookseller,  being  liable  to  the  eipense  of  remunerating 
him  for  bis  trouble,  and  also  to  that  of  printing  the  translation,  would  fear  at 
present  lo  undertake  stjch  a  speculation  foreign  to  the  existing  current  of  ideas. 
This  difficulty  cannot  last  long.  France,  which,  since  you  knew  it  in  I7S9,  has 
not  ceased,  amidst  so  many  Ticiisiludes,  struggles,  eiresses.  and  fotvign  ill-will, 
to  desire  what  she  then  desired,  will  finish,  I  hope,  by  obtaining  the  teal  enjoy- 
ment of  her  rights,  which  will  assure  her  tranquillity,  and  the  free  development 
of  her  industry.  It  is  then  that  she  will  feel  the  full  value  of  the  Icisoni  which 
are  to  be  found  in  every  p^e  of  your  book,  and  that  the  translation  of  it  will  be 
genenlly  sou^t  for. 

As  to  myself.  Sir,  who,  without  being  one  of  the  least  interested  in  political 
objects,  only  Rppreciale  the  more  the  merit  of  your  writings,  and  the  honour  of 
your  correspondence,  1  shall  always  be  happy  of  any  opportunity  which  olFonls 
me  that  plea.sure.  I  shall  continue  to  give  my  best  attention  to  your  commission. 
as  well  as  lo  all  others  that  |you  may  judge  proper  lo  give  me.  It  is  witli  all 
the  respect  of  a  disciple,  and  all  the  teniiments  of  an  admirer,  that  I  beg  you  lo 
accept  the  eipression  of  my  great  ii^pecl  and  sincere  Btticlimenl. 

(Signed)         La  Favitte. 
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The  Code  of  Agriculture  into  French,  an  intention  which  ke 
first  communicated  to  me  in  the  following^  letter  : 

Le  President  de  la  Sodite  Centrale  d! Agricultwrt  de  Nane^ 
a  Sir  John  Sinelatr^  Bceranetj  ^. 

Nancy,  le  7  Novcmlm  Ittl. 

Monsieur, 

J'ai  rhonneur  de  vous  prevenir,  que,  dans  sa^aeanoe  dnSLde 
ce  mois,  la  Society  Centrale  d' Agriculture  de  NancjaiMait 
votre  nom  sur  la  liste  de  sea  oorrespondans  ^tzaagen.  Le 
diplome  vous  en  sera  expedi^  sous  peu.  J'eapdre  que  tool 
voudrez  bien  ne  pas  refuser  a  un  80ci6t^  naiasante,  rillustit* 
tion  que  votre  nom  doit  lui  procurer. 

Je  vous  prie  de  me  permettre.  Monsieur,  de  vous  tteof- 
ner  ici  toutc  la  satis&ction  que  je  prouve  d'un  chmz  aoai 
honorable  pour  la  soci^t^  et  de  vous  dire  auaai  ctNabieB  je 
Auis  flatte  personnellement  de  I'espece  de  confraternity  qii 
me  donne  avec  un  homme  que  je  considdre  conune  le  pre- 
mier agronome  de  1' Europe. 

Depuis  quelque  tems  je  m'occupe,  Monsieur,  de  txaduire 
en  Fran^ais  votre  excellentissime  Code  d^AffricuUurm,  Si  qad- 
que  chose  pent  contribuer  a  Clever  en  France  IVurricnltaie 
au  rang  de  Science,  pretention  que  nous  ne  pouvona  anv 
jusqu'ici,  ce  sera  sans  doute  la  publication  de  cet  oaviagc,  k 
plus  dogmatique,  Ic  plus  concise,  ct,  a  mon  avis,  le  plm  pn- 
fait,  qui  ait  encore  etc  ecrit  dans  quelque  lang^e  que  oe  toil 

Dans  le  cours  de  ce  travail,  qui  est  d^ja  asses  aTane^  jeae 
suis  aper9u  plus  d'une  fois,  qu'il  me  manquerait  quelques  ics- 
seignemens  necessaires.  Si  vous  aviez  Vextt^amt  ohfiMaa 
de  mc  permettre  de  m'adresser  a  vous  pour  les  oblenir,  ci 
serait  pour  moi  un  motif  de  reconnaissance  que  je  sannitbia 
^prcder,  et  que  devraient  partager  avec  mot  tons  lea  afn* 
culteurs  Fran9ais  qui  sauront  mettrc  a  profit  vos  utiles  i^ 
^ons. 

J'ai  rencontre  jusqu'ici  quelques  mots,  dont  je  ne  conMV 
pas  bien  la  signification ;  par  excmple,  je  ne  sais  pas  qu*il  Mt 
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I'iiuecte  appellc  wire-worni.  Je  n'ai  pu  le  reconnaltre,  memc 
upproximativcinent,  parceqii'il  n'exorce  pas  chcz  nous  nea  ra- 
vagps  dans  Ics  bles  seines  sur  le  trefle  rompu,  cumme  c'cat  le 
Cits  <?u  Angleterre.  Je  ne  sais  pas  noii  plus  qu'ellc  est  la 
plante  appello  rib-ffnus,  Aont  je  n'ai  pas  vu  jusqii'id  que  vous 
ayez  indiqii^  le  nom  botanique.  Peut-etrt>,  an  rente,  cela 
mVtril  echappe  a  la  lecture  tie  I'oiiviajje,  et  Ic  retrouverai-je 
dans  la  suite  de  la  traduction. 

Ce  travail,  auquel,  malgre  sun  importance,  je  De  puis  don- 
ner  que  pen  dc  tems  chaque  jour,  exigent  encore,  je  pcnse, 
iTim  ou  qu'dtre  muis,  et  j'espere  qu'il  sera  public  aussitot 
Rprcs. 

Je  vous  prie  d'agrcer  I'expressioii  des  sentimens  respectueux, 
avec  leaquels  j'ai  I'honneur  d'etre.  Monsieur,  voire  tres  hum- 
ble et  tres  ob^issant  serviteur, 

Mathiel'  de  Dombasle  aine'. 


Si  at  il 


antb,  tbe  Central 


c  which  your 


oijwncnrc 


*  TraoiUlkin. 

1  butc  the  boDour  to  inroroi  you.  thit  od  tlif 
Socict]'  of  Agriculture  of  Nanc;  las  inscHbi'd  your  no 
rorvign  coTTvspondenti.    Ilic  diploma  thali  be  transmittnl 
I  hope  thai  ]Fou  will  not  refuse  lo  an  infani  Micicly  the  lus 
will  confer  upon  it. 

I  b^  that  jrou  will  permit  idc  Io  cipreaa  all  the  ^liiifaction  which  I 
ia  *  choice  w  honourable  to  the  tociety  ;  and  id  add  liow  much  I  am  penooally 
(tattered  by  the  wn  of  brotheibood  which  ii  giva  me  with  the  penon  whom  I 
consider  lo  be  the  lint  agriculturist  in  Europe. 

I  liatc  been  occupied.  Sir,  for  wme  time,  in  trwulsling  your  very  eicellenl 
"  Code  of  Agriailliin,"  If  nay  thing  cid  conuibule  to  rviie  agriculture  is 
France  U>  the  rank  of  ■  wience,  a  rank  which  it  could  not  hitherto  pretend  to, 
it  will  certaiuly  be  ibe  publication  of  thii  work,  which  it  at  once  the  most  lyi- 
Icmatic,  the  most  conciie,  and,  in  my  opinion,  tbu  nioit  perfect,  that  has  hitberlo 
been  written  in  any  language. 

In  Ibe  coune  of  my  uuderlaking,  whicli  is  already  wvU  adfaiiced,  I  have 
perceiTnl  luote  tbaa  once,  that  I  require  inforniauoo  n.'q)ecti(ig  tome  pwticu. 
Un.  If  yuu  would  baio  the  eitreuic  kindnca  to  peimit  me  Io  apply  to  you  for 
uich  infonsBlion,  it  would  be  a  motire  for  gratitude  which  1  would  well  know 
how  to  lalue.  aud  in  which  all  the  French  ■gticiiltnruti,  who  know  bow  to  ap- 
preciate your  useful  Intone,  would  puiicipate  with  me. 

I  hate  already  met  with  lome  wiiril<.  of  which  I  do  not  well  know  Ihc  mean. 
ing;  fur  instance,  I  do  uot  know  what  is  tbe  insect  called  wirt-rtrm.  I  hare 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  it,  no)  eren  approximately,  aj  it  don  AM  eilend  ils 
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In  the  following  communication^  M.  Dombaale  inCnrnied 

me  that  his  task  was  happily  completed : 

Monsieur, 

Enfin,  apres  les  retards  les  plus  inconcevables,  la  tradactioB 
de  votre  Code  (T Agriculture  vient  de  paraitre.  Je  me  feHcitt 
vivement  d'avoir  pu  fiure  jouir  les  agriculteurs  Franfais  de 
cet  excellent  ouvrage.  Je  charge  M.  Hazard  de  vods  cd 
faire  tenir  un  exemplaire.  Je  vous  prie,  M.  de  vouloir  tnen 
Taccepter  comme  un  hommagc  de  mon  respect  et  de  mon  ad- 
miration. 

Veuillcz  agreer  I'expression  des  sentimens  de  haute  con- 
sideration et  de  devouement  avec  lesquels  j'ai  rhonneur 
d'etre,  Monsieur,  votre  tres  humble  et  tres  ob^issant  serri- 
teur, 

M.  Mathieu  de  Dombasle  *. 

Noville,  (par  Nancy)  le  2.  Avril  J  825. 

A  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart.  &c. 


ravages  with  us  to  grain  sown  on  clover,  when  ploughed  up,  ma  is  the 
England.  I  do  not  know  cither  what  is  the  plant  called  rib^grau^  of  wUckl 
have  not  yet  observed  that  you  give  the  botanical  nanae.  Pcirbapsy  indeed,  it 
may  have  escaped  me  in  reading  the  work,  and  I  may  find  it  out  in  the  oootinoi- 
tion  of  the  translation. 

This  work,  to  which,  notwithstanding  its  importance,  T  am  ooly  aUetode. 
vote  a  bhort  time  every  day,  will  still  require  three  or  four  months  ;  but  I  lup 
it  will  be  published  in  that  time. 

I  beg  that  you  will  accept  the  expression  of  the  respectful  seotimeom  ^ 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedient 

Mathieu  db  I>OMBAffLB 


*  Translation. 
Sib, 
After  the  most  inconceivable  delays,  the  translation  of  your  Code  of 
ture  is  about  to  appear.  I  rejoice  greatly  in  being  the  means  of  laying  open  Aii 
excellent  work  to  French  agriculturists.  I  have  requested  M.  de  Howd  » 
present  you  with  a  copy,  and  I  request  you  to  accept  it  as  a  tribute  of  my  R- 
speci,  and  of  my  admiration.  Pray  accept  the  expression  of  the  hiefa  [iirrff 
and  respect,  with  which  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  Terr  huinbfe  wd 
obedient  servant, 

MaTUIXit  OS  DOKBASU. 

Noville,  (by  Nancy), 

2d  April  1825.' 
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All  account  of  the  translation  was  given  in  a  periodic^ 
publication,  ( Bulletin  dcs  Sciences  AgricolM  et  Economtqnes), 
wlitc))  closes  with  a  very  flattering  compliment,  botb  to  the 
origiiiiU  author  and  the  translator.  "  II  serait  a  desircr  qu'il 
parut  iwuvent  des  ouvragea  pareils,  et  qii'ils  eussent  pour  au- 
tcurs  des  Sir  John  Sinclair,  ct  pour  traducteurs,  dos  hummes 
comme  M,  Mathieu  de  Dombasle." 


BARON  TOGBT. 


Since  the  death  of  tbe  celebrated  Thaer,  Ilaron  \'oglii  of 
HaiDbrirgh  is  justly  considered  at  tbe  bead  of  German  agri- 
culture. He  bad  spent  some  montlis  at  Edinburgh,  when  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  cultivating  a  friendly  intercourse  witli 
him,  and  we  have  since  occasionally  corresponded.  One  of 
the  first  letters  with  which  be  favoured  me,  was  tbe  follow- 
ing: 


Hunburgli,  18th  February  1796. 
Mv  Dear  Sin, 

I  feel  great  pleasure  in  repeating  to  you.  that  I  think  my- 
self peculiarly  fortunate  in  having  made  your  acquaintance 
during  my  stay  in  your  country.  It  adds  not  a  little  to  my 
satistaction,  that  your  kindness  bas  biid  me  under  obligation 
to  a  character,  whom  I  so  sincerely  revere,  and  upon  whom 
posterity  will  look  witli  gratitude. 

If  ever  agriculture,  hardly  yet  an  art,  becomes  a  science  ; — 
if  useful  practices,  tbe  slow  achievements  of  age,  have  been 
explored  and  made  universal ; — if  your  country  comes  to  know 
its  own  strength,  and  tJie  bloodless  conquest  it  can  stiU  make 
in  its  inifriirr  ; — if  more  and  more  nations  do  unite  in  liberal 
communication  of  their  discoveries,  and  vie  with  each  other 
in  applying  them  towards  the  comforts  and  tlic  happiness  of 

VOL.  I.  8 
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the  members  of  society ; — whenever  these  events  take  phee, 
(and  the  period  cannot  be  distant),  not  only  your  oonntiy- 
men,  but  even  distant  nations  will  look  upon  yauj  as  the  foondcr 
of  this  new  science,  and  the  promoter  of  public  happiness. 

As  yet,  you  have  only  begun  your  glorious  career.  Onty 
one  part  of  your  avowed  plans  is  begun  upon.  The  pak  d 
the  surface  only  of  your  island  has  yet  been  attended  to.  TV 
riches  hidden  in  the  bowels  of  your  soil,  those  n^;IecCed  m. 
your  shores,  will,  at  a  later  period,  be  better  known,  anJ 
worked  with  becoming  spirit. 

I  would  gladly  have  acknowledged  the  liberality  with  wliU 
you  did  communicate  to  me  the  different  county  rtparts^  by  n> 
turning  them  with  the  humble  tribute  of  my  remarks ;  butnj 
stay  in  most  of  the  counties  has  been  so  short,  that  my  ofaso^ 
vations  with  regard  to  agriculture  could  have  been  but  mj 
superficial. 

I  have  already  expressed  to  you  my  desire  of  payii^  m 
debt  another  way.  I  wish  to  establish,  in  some  part  of  Gc^ 
many,  an  investigation  like  that  you  have  occasioned  aU  orcr 
England  and  Scotland.  I  hope,  indeed,  to  succeed  under 
some  few  governments,  who  will  not  think  it  hifi^h  treason  to 
lay  before  the  public  a  picture  of  their  interior.  I  ^^\  ii 
all  probability,  begin  with  Holstein^  the  country  where  ^ 
estate  lies,  and  which  enjoys  the  mild  government  of  a  yiW 
Prince,  desirous  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  pranot 
the  happiness  of  his  subjects,  and  who  is  supported  by  acott- 
cil,  whose  wisdom  and  philanthropy  has  shewn  itself  in  mf 
critical  circumstances. 

This  small  country  would  be  interesting  enoug^h,  as  it  en- 
tains  at  once  the  most  barren  and  the  richest  soil  in  the  Cob- 
tinent ;  some  spots  where  Flemish  and  Dutch  colonies,  floet 
a  century  past,  have  worked  the  soil  with  industry,  cttM 
and  excellent  principles  which  they  brought  along  with  tbA 
and  something  like  a  free  constitution,  which  their  deseei' 
dants  still  enjoy.  Next  to  those  happy  spots,  all  the  hontf* 
of  feudal  government  exist  in  its  full  force.     The  estates  tf* 
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unoccupied,  and  yield  but  little.  Population  is  in  proportion. 
Ill  those  tracts.  Is.  4d.  and  5s.  6d.  an  acre,  fur  iticlosed  land 
Jit  fur  wheat,  18  thought  an  exorbitant  rent : — the  gross  pro- 
duce, on  an  avrrugf,  never  amounts  to  20s. ; — and  estates  of 
7000  acres  are  soW  for  about  L.31,000.  1  need  notsuy,  tliat 
these  lands  are  cultivated  by  slaves,  whose  property  belongs 
to  the  lord,  who  at  the  same  time  has  full  jurisdiction  over 
them. 

1  have  planned  a  series  of  ch^mico-botamco-agricultund 
experiments,  which,  with  tlie  assistuncc  of  Messrs  Schmeisser 
and  Wattiiibach,  1  intend  to  carry  on  upon  a  farm  I  just  now 
bought  near  my  estate  for  that  purpose.  The  experiments 
shall  be  made  with  cure,  and  described  with  accuracy. 

I  will  feel  very  iiappy  in  laying  before  you  and  the  Board 
of  Agriciilture,  the  result  of  my  endeavours  in  botli  ways ; 
oud  rejoice  in  being  instrumental  in  adding  a  link  to  that 
chain  of  good-wUl  and  communicated  information,  by  whicli, 
I  trust,  all  nations  will  soon  be  united  with  each  other. 

I  see,  with  infinite  pleasure,  that  you'Iiave  great  probability 
of  succeeding  in  your  motion  for  a  general  inclosure  act, 
which,  moflified  as  it  may  be,  will  still  serve  to  diminish  the 
expense  and  loss  of  time  attending  private  applications  to 
I'arUament,  whose  success  still  may  be  made  doubtful  by  par- 
ticular influence.  Could  you  add  to  this  wise  measure,  a  com- 
mutation of  tithes  at  a  fixed  sum  per  acre,  the  effect  upon 
rural  industry  would  be  incalculable.  After  that,  the  state  of 
your  labourers  requires  your  attention,  and  I  do  not  hesitate 
in  saying,  that  this  is  the  most  important  point  of  alL 

May  still  increasing  prosperity  attend  that  liappy  island, 
where  I  have  spent  so  many  comfortable  hours,  and  been 
taught  to  love  and  revere  so  many  characters,  that  do  honour 
to  humanity.  May  you  continue  to  shew  to  the  world,  that 
the  blessings  yon  enjoy  are  the  never-failing  effects  of  liberty 
well  understood,  and  limited  by  wisdom  in  your  public,  by  v\x- 
tUQ  in  i/our  private  frajuactions  ;  andat  my  return  amongst  yon, 
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may  nothing  gtrike  my  eye  but  sightB  cf  bliat !    Tbis  k  die 
fenrent  wish  of,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

VOGHT. 

When  I  raised  a  regiment  of  fencibies  in  179&,  I  flentn 
engraving  of  a  soldier  of  the  corps,  in  the  HigUand  miifim% 
to  my  friend  Baron  Voght,  on  which  occarion  he  wrote  to  m 
the  following  letter : 

Bdinbiii^  1«  May  17ft 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  very  handsome  fpiiw* 
of  Highland  soldiery,  upon  whom  I  look,  indeed^  in  tht  ntj 
respectable  light,  of  the  defenders  cf  their  coontry,  andof  Ae 
best  of  all  constitutions. 

Iwilltake  it  with  me,  to  shew  to  my  coantr3nnen9  the  mw 
of  the  two  exertions,  by  which  a  man  can  be  ntoet  weDdon^ 
ving  of  this  country — both  to  feed  and  to  protect  it ;  and  if  I 
was  to  draw  your  picture,  one  hand  should  lean  npoo  tk 
plough,  when  the  other  was  wielding  the  sword*  Tliat  tn 
may  soon  have  occasion  to  turn  it  into  a  coulter,  is  my  molt 
sincere  wish. 

I  herewith  send  you  a  few  copies  of  an  imperfect  aceooBt 
of  an  excellent  establishment  *.  It  is  an  object  so  neariy  I^ 
lated  to  public  happiness,  that  I  make  no  apology  for  trouUiig 
you  with  them^  nor  for  begging  you  to  conunnnicate  then  tP 
such  of  your  friends  as  employ  themselves  in  piusoits  of  Ai 
kind.  I  am,  with  true  respect,  your  very  humble  and  ftitk- 
ful  servant, 

VoGHT. 


*  Connected  with  the  management  of  the  poor  in  Hamborwlu 
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ROBERT  PATTERSON,  ESQ.  OF  AMERICA. 

Among  the  disdnguUbed  natives  of  America,  with  whom 
I  became  acquainted  in  the  course  of  my  agricultural  pursuits, 
there  was  none  who  seemed  to  be  better  entitled  to  regard  and 
esteem,  than  Robert  Patterson,  Esq.,  from  whom  I  bad  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  the  following^  communication  : 

Puk  Corner,  »3d  June  ISEO. 
Dear  Sib, 
I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  Prospectus,  and  have  no  doubt 
that  it  will  be  well  received  in  America.  Your  Code  of  Agri- 
culture has  been  published  in  Amerioi,  and  is  in  the  bands 
of  every  intelligent  agriculturist  there.  Indeed  it  has  exci- 
ted a  degree  of  attention  to  that  useful  scieucc,  fiever  feU  by 
vsbeforr. 

1  shall  have  pleasure  in  meeting  with  you  at  Holkham. 
Yours  very  sincerely  and  ^thfully, 

Robert  Pattebson. 


G.  W.  FEATHERSTONHAUGH,  ESQ.  OF  NEW  YORK. 


This  xealous  agriculturist  visited  Scotland,  for  Ibc  purpose 
of  ascertmning  the  state  of  husbandry  in  that  country,  and  he 
furnished  me  with  very  satisfactory  accounts  of  the  progress  of 
agricidture  in  America.  In  answer  to  the  inquiries  I  had  made, 
regarding  the  establishment  of  a  board  of  agriculture  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  1  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  from  him 
the  following  communicaUon : 


278        VII.  AGRICULTURAL  CORRESPONDEKCE. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  I  Lave  the  greatest  pleasure  in  sti- 
tiiig,  that  the  success  of  our  Board  of  Agriculture  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  been  equal  to  our  most  sanguine  ezpectationK. 
I  venture  to  assure  you,  that  the  most  active  and  distingoiflli- 
ed  agriculturists  amongst  us,  entertain  that  opinion  in  odn- 
mon  with  myself.  The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ner 
York,  in  whose  extensive  and  fertile  territory  its  operatiflo 
has  been  most  felt,  has  constantly  made  appropriations,  ade* 
quate  to  a  liberal  support  of  the  measures  our  Board  has  pm^ 
sued ;  and  expectations  are  entertained,  that  it  will  be  re^ 
organized  upon  a  more  enlarged  plan,  adding  to  it  an  expeii- 
mental  farm,  for  the  agricultural  education  of  youngs  nien  ooih 
nected  with  the  landed  interest.  . 

At  the  close  of  the  last  war,  the  old  cleaned  lands  wen 
found  in  a  somewhat  exhausted  state,  and  we  touched  npoi 
the  period,  when,  to  make  them  productive,  it  was  absobitefy 
necessary  to  carry  some  science  into  our  fiumin^,  and  to  ai 
to  our  aid  the  experience  of  other  countries.  .  Up  to  this  pe- 
riod we  had  done  little  more  than  burn  the  forests  as  £ist  as 
we  could, — get  heavy  crops  of  wheat  and  Indian  corn,  and 

afterwards  crop  tlie  land  as  long  as  it  would  repay  us, then 

fly  to  new  lands,  and  repeat  the  same  operation.    For  obvious 
reasons,  there  was  only  the  experience  of  Great  Britain  t» 
look  to.    General  Washington  had,  during  his  lifetime,  stronf- 
ly  recommended  to  the  country,  to  follow  the  example  <^tiie 
British  Government,  and  establish  a  Board  of  Agricultore; 
but  nothing  was  done,  probably  for  the  reason,  that  men  of 
leisure  and  means,  were  not  sufficiently  numerous,  to  attend  to 
the  management  of  so  many  details,  as  were  comprehended  in 
such  an  important  work.     That  class  having  very  much  in- 
creased amongst  us,  the  difficulty  in  that  particular  was  ob- 
viated, and  the  system  put  into  operation.     It  has  been  ca^ 
ried  on  with  spirit ;  and  such  has  been  the  happy  result  of  tk 
emulation  which  has  been  excited,  that  the  turnip  culture  lai 
been  introduced,  with  every  favourite  breed  of  cattle  and  sheep 
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you  possess  in  tlie  mother  country.  We  can  shew  very  ex- 
cellent p)oug)un^,  and  have  got  int«  useful  rotations  of  crops. 
I  can  somewhat  illustrate  this  to  you  by  stating,  that  within 
five  years  of  the  establishment  of  our  laws  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  agriculture,  I  have  seen,  in  one  furnace  establishment, 
forty-six  different  cast-iron  improved  ploughs,  none  of  which 
had  been  made  before  the  conclusion  of  the  last  war.  1  may 
add  also,  wliat  is  of  great  advantage  to  the  country,  that  the 
farmers  ore  more  satisfied  with  their  condition,  which  has 
been  greatly  elevated  in  the  public  estimation.  At  what  pe- 
riod we  should  have  been  so  generally  possessed  of  these  ac- 
quisitions, if  the  Government  and  individuals  had  not  given 
so  great  an  impulse  to  the  farming  interest,  1  cannot  tell. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  assuring  you,  that  it  is  very  gene- 
rally admitted  amongst  us,  that  your  zealous  efforts  to  esta- 
blish the  British  Board  of  Agriculture,  with  a  view  to  the 
same  results  in  this  nation,  have  contributed  greatly  to  the 
diffusion  of  our  knowledge  in  tliLs  important  branch  of  indus- 
try. We  liave  in  this  imitated  Great  Britain,  as  in  many  of 
her  other  prominent  arts  and  seieoLt'S. 

It  will  be  always  a  source  of  sadsfactioii  to  good  men,  that 
even  in  these  interesting  circumstances,  M~ill  be  found  an  addi- 
tional strength,  for  the  natural  bond  which,  1  trust,  will  always 
unite  the  two  countries,  in  tlie  pursuit  of  «-hat  renders  human 
life  dignified  and  desirable.  I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Dear  Sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  faithful  aud  obedient 
humble  servant, 

G.  W.  Feathebstonhaugh. 
EdiDbursh,  Jan.  la  18!7. 
Sir  Joliu  Sinclair,  Barl,  &c. 
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GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

There  is  none  of  my  correspondents,  wliose  conununicaD'rat 
I  received  with  more  sincere  pleasure,  than  tliosc  of  Genenl 
Washington.  I  shall  have  occasion  to  print  several  of  dm 
in  Vol.  ii.  under  the  head  of  "  American  Ct^reupmuitrace."  THk 
illustrious  statesman  and  soldier,  entered  with  mucli  zeal  iad 
all  the  measures  I  was  carrying  on  for  the  improvement  of 
agriculture,  and  wrote  on  tlie  subject  witli  so  much  aoinatisii 
and  intelligence,  as  called  forth  greater  exertions  than  otba- 
wise  I  would,  perhaps,  have  attempted.  The  sentiments  be 
conveyed  to  me,  in  various  communications,  but  more  espe- 
cially in  the  following,  do  the  greatest  credit  to  his  head  ml 
bis  heart. 

Letter  from  Gerteral   H'ashitytan  to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Jaki 
Phihdelphia,  My  20.  1794. 
Sin, 

1  have  read  with  peculiar  pleasure  and  approbation,  iht 
work  you  patronise,  so  much  to  your  own  honour  and  ik 
utility  of  the  public.  Such  a  general  view  of  tlie  agricultur*  ii 
the  several  counties  of  Great  Britain  is  e.Ttremeiy  interesd^ 
and  cannot  fail  of  being  very  beneficial  to  the  aericultiiii 
concerns  of  your  country,  and  to  those  of  every  other  wfaeM 
they  are  read,  and  must  entitle  you  to  their  warmest  thaid* 
for  having  set  such  a  plan  on  foot,  and  for  prosecuting  it  "A ' 
the  zeal  and  intelligence  you  do. 

I  am  so  much  pleased  with  the  plan  and  execution 
as  to  pray  you  to  liave  tlie  goodness  to  direct  your  boot 
to  continue  to  forward  them  to  me,  accompanied  with 
cost,  which  shall  be  jiaid  to  his  order ;  or  remitted  so  sooi 
the  amount  is  made  known  to  me.     When  the  whole  arel 
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ceivcd,  1  will  promote,  as  far  as  ii)  me  lies,  the  repiintiug  of 
them  here. 

I  know  of  no  punuit  in  which  more  teal  and  important  ser- 
vice can  be  renilered  to  any  country,  than  by  improving  its 
agriculture, — ita  breed  of  useful  animals, — and  other  branches 
of  a  husbandman's  cares ;— nor  can  I  conceive  any  plan  more 
conducive  to  this  end,  than  the  one  you  have  introduced,  for 
bringing  to  view  the  actual  state  of  them,  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  by  which  good  and  bad  habits  are  exhibited  in  a 
manner  too  plain  to  be  misconceived ;  for  the  accounts  given 
to  the  British  Board  of  Agriculture  appear,  in  general,  to  be 
drawn  tip  in  a  masterly  manner,  so  as  fully  to  answer  the  ex- 
pectations formed  in  the  excellent  plan  which  produced  them ; 
affording,  at  the  same  time,  a  fund  of  information  useful  in  po- 
litical economy,  and  serviceable  in  all  countries. 

Commons,  tithes,  tenantry,  (of  which  we  feel  nothing  in 
this  country,)  are  in  the  list  of  impediments,  1  perceive,  to 
perfection  in  English  farming ;  and  taxes  are  heavy  deduc- 
tions from  the  profit  thereof.  Of  these  we  have  none,  or  so 
light  as  hardly  to  be  felt.  Your  system  of  agriculture,  it 
must  be  confessed,  is  in  a  style  superior,  and  of  course  much 
more  expensive  than  ours ;  hut  when  the  balance  at  the  end 
of  the  year  is  struck,  by  de<iucting  tlie  taxes,  poor  rates,  and 
incidental  charges  of  every  kind,  from  the  produce  of  the  land 
in  the  two  countries,  no  doubt  can  remmn,  in  which  scale  it  is 
to  be  found. 

It  will  be  some  time,  I  fear,  before  an  agricultural  society, 
with  congressional  aids,  will  be  established  in  this  country. 
We  must  walk,  as  other  countries  have  done,  before  we  can 
run.  Smaller  societies  must  prepare  the  way  for  greater :  but, 
with  the  lights  before  us,  I  hope  we  shall  not  be  so  slow  in 
maturation  as  older  nations  have  been.  An  attempt,  as  you 
will  perceive,  by  the  inclosed  outlines  of  a  plan,  is  making 
to  establish  a  state  society  in  Pennsylvania.  If  it  succeeds, 
it  will  be  a  step  in  the  ladder ;  at  present  it  is  too  much  in 
embryo  to  decide  on  the  result. 
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With  great  respect  and  esteem,  1  have  the  honour  to 
Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Go.  Washington, 

There  is  nothing  that  could  be  more  gratifying  to  a  petwa 
devoted  to  agriculture,  than  to  Iiave  such  a  correspondent  u 
General  Washington  ;  and  under  his  aiispict"!,  to  have  contri- 
buted to  excite  a  spirit  of  agricidtural  improvement  in  the  New 
Empire  of  America,— an  empire,  which  is  likely  to  reach  a  de- 
gree of  power  and  pre-eminence,  wliich  the  world  has  not  lii- 
tlierto  witnessed.  The  foundation  of  its  power  is  fortunately  laid 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  the  only  true  basis  of  pemumai 
national  proflperity.  Without  food,  not  a  single  individtial  cao 
exist  for  any  space  of  time.  How  is  it  possible,  then,  fer 
great  communitiefi,  composed  of  multitudes  of  individuals,  U 
prosper,  miless  that  essential  requisite  can  be  prociu«d  tl 
homey  independently  of  other  countries,  and  in  quantities  mf- 
ficient  to  supply  every  necessary  demand  ?  In  feet,  mtnaijhf- 
hires,  imder  a  judicious  system,  ought  properly  to  be  cono- 
dered,  as  the  agricultural  produce  of  a  country,  converted  intt 
a  more  convenient  and  portable  shape ;  and  commerce  oufbt 
principally  to  consist,  in  t)je  exchange  of  those  goods,  f« 
such  foreign  articles  as  we  may  require.  But  none,  except- 
ing visionary  politicians,  or  interested  master  manufacturen, 
would  think  of  recpmmending  to  the  attention  of  their  fello* 
Bubjects,  to  exchange  manufactures  yor^/ood.  America  will  I 
trust,  act  upon  soimder  principles ;  and  if  it  does,  it  cannot 
&il  to  prove  permanently  /uippj/  and  prosperous.  Let  the  Ame- 
ricans keep  this  political  truth  in  view,  "  That  the  dimtion 
of  states,  whose  power  depends  upon  commerce,  as  Tyre, 
Carthage,  Venice,  and  Holland,  has  uniformly  proved  pre- 
carious and  evanescent ;"  and  the  reason  is  obvious,  that  want 
of  genuine  patriotism,  which  commerce  necessarily  engenden. 
and  the  luxury,  selfishness,  and  vices  resultiji^  from  it,  uni- 
formly occasion,  in  commercial  nations,  an  early  decay. 
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STATISTICAL  CORRESPONDENCE, 
AND  REMINISCENCES. 


The  object  of  that  peat  nndertaking,  "  TUe  Statistical 
Account  of  Scotland,"  was  to  procure  from  about  nine  hun- 
dred clergymcD  in  that  country,  an  account  of  their  respective 
parishes.  The  attempt  was  almost  universally  deemed  imprac- 
ticable. It  had  been  tried  in  various  countries;  as,  1.  Spain; 
2.  Sweden ;  3.  France ;  4.  Several  States  in  Germany ;  5. 
Denmark;  6.  Portugal;  7.  England;  d.  Ireland;  and,  9,  In 
Scotland ;  but  in  vain  *,  though  in  general  under  the  auspices, 
and  sometimes  at  the  expense  of  these  several  governments. 
Nay,  after  the  work  had  mode  some  progress,  its  failure  was 
pr<^Ofiticated  in  the  following  terras :  *'  There  have  not  been 
wanting  different  persons,  public  spirited  indeed,  but  perhaps 
of  too  sanguine  dispositions,  who,  struck  with  the  subserviency 
of  parochial  distinction,  to  the  advancement  of  both  civil  and 
natural  history,  have  addressed  letters  to  the  different  parishes 
in  Scotland,  and  particularly  to  the  clergy,  inviting  them  to 
a  correspondence  on  whatever  might  appear  most  cuiious  and 
interesting  in  their  respective  divisions.     TTtese  gentlemen  do 

•  Sec  tbc  Stati>U*cBl  Aecounl  of  Scodaiid,  vol.  ii.  u>  which  thvre  it  gircfited, 
"  Tbe  His>0i7  oflhe  Origin  uid  Pfc^ch  o(  IhU  Work,  Appeadii  G.  p.  09." 
An  kccouni  is  thcrr  giicn  oT  llic  luioiu  sitcmpli,  la  the  w 
nlluded  Id,  iind  ihe  progren  nude  in  each. 
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not  reflect  J  t/iat  there  is  no  individual^  however  distingwuked  bj 
genius^  rankj  orjortune^  or  even  by  a  happy  or  rare  union  afai 
these  advantages^  who  can  possibly  be  considered^  by  a  whok  m- 
tioTiy  as  a  Jit  centre  for  such  general  cooperation  *.*'  This  ezta- 
sive  and  laborious  work,  however,  was  completed  in  the  qpsce 
of  about  seven  years ;  exhibiting,  in  the  words  of  a  distingoisb" 
ed  political  author,  ^'  a  better  picture  of  the  internal  state  d 
a  country,  than  has  yet  been  presented  to  the  'worldf," 

From  a  number  of  letters  received  regarding*  this  work,  the 
following  extracts  are  selected,  as  sufficient  to  give  some  idn 
of  the  opinion  that  was  entertained  of  this  undertaking,  boCk 
at  home  and  in  foreign  countries. 

No.  1. — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Reverend  jDr  Robert  Btmjf, 
the  Historian,  dated  the  I9th  July  1790. 
"  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  yoar  printed  letter,  with  the  indoMl 
paper,  a  few  days  ago.     A  perfect  knowledge  of  the  popolatioii,  ad 
other  circumstances  of  our  country,  may  be  of  great  utility ; 
perhaps  than  can  be  at  present  foreseen.    You  are  much  to  be 
mended,  Sir,  for  your  efforts  to  obtain  that  knowledge,  and  BhooU  ke 
assisted  by  every  Scotchman  who  hath  it  in  his  power.     I  am  wij 
that  my  retired  situation,  and  very  precarious  state  of  health,  mab  it 
impossible  for  me  to  be  of  so  much  use  to  you  as  I  wish.    Be8kki»  I 
am  engaged  in  finishing  the  sixth  volume  of  my  history  of  Crrett  Bo- 
tain,  a  work  of  which  you  may,  perhaps,  have  heard.'* 

No.  2. — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  George  Dempster^  JBeq.  datd 

\^  February  1791. 

^<  The  reason  of  ray  troubling  you  at  present,  is,  to  return  yoa  af 
thanks  for  the  specimen  of  the  statistical  observations.  This  is  a  moH 
valuable  and  useful  book.  It  is  a  real  Doomsday  book,  and  pranM 
to  be  more  read  and  quoted  than  any  book  printed  since  Doomidif 
book.  The  older  it  grows,  the  more  valuable  it  will  prove-  The  €^ 
ject  of  this  letter  is,  to  entreat  you  to  go  on  with  it.      Yoar  indartiy 


*  See  Newt*s  Travels,  published  by  Robinsons,  London,  in   1  voL  4<a. 
1791,  p.  427. 
f  Malthus  on  Population,  Ist  edit  1803,  p.  13.  and  14.  note* 
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ia  Tally  ailetjoale  to  the  task.  It  will  also  place  the  iDtelligence  and 
good  sense  of  oar  clergy  in  a  very  advantageoas  point  of  view.  When 
the  general  appTobation  of  Uie  public  follows  this  of  mine,  which  it 
certainly  will  do,  I  pray  yon  to  extend  your  views  to  England  and 
Ireland,  and  give  us  all  the  three  kingdoms.  The  sale  will  defray  the 
expense,  and  foond  an  academy  at  Thnrso." 

No.  S ExlTact  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr  Blair,  dated 

15/A  ^rii  1791. 
"lam  very  happy  at  there  being  snch  a  general  consent  throtigh 
the  country,  in  aeconding  your  patriotic:  views  of  obtaining  a  aatisfac- 
toiy  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland.   The  cleigy  seem  to  have  exert- 
ed themselves  more  on  this  occasion  than  1  had  expected  from  them." 

No.  +. — Extract  of  a  Lettrr  from  Uit  Marquis  del  Cantpo,  Ambas- 
mdorfrom  l/ie  King  of  Spain,  doled  22d  iVa;/  1793. 
"  1  have  read  with  great  pleasnre  indeed,  ilie  Prospectus  you  have 
been  so  good  as  to  send  me,  and  1  admire  the  manner  in  which  the 
general  inquiry,  regarding  the  political  scate.  population,  industry,  he. 
of  a  kingdom  is  treated.  I  shall  certainly  make  tlie  properest  use  in 
my  power,  of  the  other  books  for  M.  Campomanes,  and  other  per- 
sons in  Spain  of  the  same  description,  and  shall  direct  one  for  Count 
d'Aranda,  recommending  your  wishes  to  him  very  earnestly." 

No.  5.— Extract  Trantlation  of  a  Letter  from  tke  Count  de  Sla- 
dim,  the  Imperial  Minister  at  the  Britiih  Court,  dated  2bUi  May 
1792. 

"  1  beg  to  return  my  best  acknowledgmenta  for  the  Prospectus 
which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  send  me.  Works  of  such  gene- 
ra] concern  cannot  fail  to  bo  favourably  received,  by  those  who  are 
attached  to  the  useful  sciences.  I  shall  not  neglect  to  communicate 
them  to  several  persons  in  Germany,  who  hare  applied  themselves  to 
those  stndtet,  and  who,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  ranch  flattered  in  an 
opportunity  of  assisting  you." 

No.  6, — Eriract  TranslalioH  of  a  LetUrfrom  the  Comte  de  Bedem, 
tie  Pnutian  Minitttr  at  the  Court  of  London,  dated  lU/t  June 
I7»2. 
"  The  inleresiing  ilelails  contained  in  that  work,  (the  Statistical 

Account  of  Scotland),  cannot  fail  to  make  the  public  impatient  fur 
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the  conclusion  of  so  great  an  uadertaking.  The  plan  cmbnues  (R 
tliose  important  objecU,  on  which  depends  the  prosperity  of  poliikil 
society  ;  and  the  researches  foanded  thereon,  aeem  to  be  equally  ex- 
tensive and  laborious." 

No.  1.— Extract  Tratulalum  vf  a  Letter  from  Prt^eaor  ZiamM- 
man  of  Uruntwick,  dated  \ltk  July  1792. 
"  It  is  with  peculiar  pleasnre  that  I  received  your  (ritUging  leUV 
and  the  works  which  accompanied  it.  I  shal!  not  delay  a  monieUM 
iDFiert  an  ample  eitract,  in  the  last  number  of  my  Geograpbical  nd 
Statistical  Journal,  which  I  tiave  published  for  abore  two  yeoi. 
These  eelences  will  gain  mach  by  yoar  enterprise  ;  and  I  fed  tk 
greatest  anxiety  to  see  a  work,  of  snch  extent  and  atiliiy,  bninsht  m 
a  conclusion." 

No.  8. — Extrad.  Tramlation  of  a  Letlerfrom  the  Comte  de  Batt- 

berg,  formerly  Minister  to  Frederick  tlie  Great,  dated  Bald, 

\^thAugutt  1792. 

"  I  return  yon  many  thanks  for  yoar  Analysis  of  the  StatiMinl 
Acconnt  of  Scotland ;  and  wish  1  could  converse  with  yon  on  a  oi*  ' 
bcr  of  objects,  which  are  equally  interesting  to  both  oar  cotutries.  I 
entirely  approve  of  your  very  excellent  idea,  that  of  invesligatiDg  dK  ' 
interior  state  of  every  district,  by  reporU  trom  the  ministers  of  oA  ; 
parish  ;  and  I  am  of  your  opinion,  that  if  provided  with  good  mo 
no  class  of  men  could  be  more  proper  for  so  important 
king,  than  the  parochial  clergy,  who  have  usually  the  requisite  I 
ledge  and  capacity,  as  well  as  the  necessary  leisure  for  that  pa 
I  earnestly  wish  that  I  conld  imitate  here,  in  my  dear  conntry,  fW  ' 
Tery  patriotic  example." 

In  a  posterior  letter,  dated  Berlin,  8th  March  1793,  Connl  Ho* 
berg  states,  "  I  have  to  return  my  best  thanks  for  yoar 
work,  the  Statistical  Acconnt  of  the  Parishes  in  Scotland.  1  find  dl . 
plan  particularly  well  formed ;  and  if  I  were  again  at  the  head  of  At  j 
Pmasion  Cabinet,  wonid  carry  it  into  execution  here." 

No.  9. — Extract  Translation  of  a  Letter  from  Monsieur  PtexiSi 
author  of  a  Geographical  Viewofthe  Rustirm  Empirt,  < 
Petersburgh,  25th  Septemlier  1792. 
"  If  it  should  ever  he  in  my  power  to  draw  np  a  complete  S 

tieal  Account  of  Kassia,  on  a  plan  more  eitendre,  and  more  al 
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phic,  tlian  the  woik  I  have  already  eiecuted,  nothing  can  be  mon 
■erriceable,  ihan  ibe  VHlaable  ispbcimea  whicli  yon  have  had  the  good- 
ness to  commaDicate  to  me,  which  may  justly  he  considiired.  as  a  sore 
ftinndalion,  and  a  classic  and  iDesiimaLle  model,  to  be  folloned  by 
ihoee  who  may  choose  to  occupy  tberaselves  in  such  valuable  re- 
•earchefl." 

No.  10 Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr  Gvtkrte,  daUd  St  Pelert- 

burgh,  26^  SepUmber  1792. 
"  Voar  Statistical  Work  U,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  perfect  which 
has  erer  yet  appeared,  and  will  probably  serve  as  a  model  to  other 
countries,  although  few  poesess  the  same  set  of  respectable  pastors,  to 
collect  materials,  living  with  their  flock  in  habits  of  friendship  and 
inliioacy,  tlie  natural  result  of  the  aenalble  regime  of  the  Scotch 
chnrch." 

No.  I  \.— Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Profestor  ThorieUn,  dated  Co- 
penhagen, 2ilh  Novemlier  1792. 
"  Vonr  Analysis  of  the  Political  State  of  Scotland,  is  not  only  ad- 
mired here,  but  followed.  It  has  given  riae  to  new  ideas,  in  partica- 
lar  to  a  new  society  in  Norway,  who  have  nnited  themselves  in  order 
to  make  the  present  siai«  of  that  long-'foigotten  kingdom  pobUcly 
known.  Sach  exertions,  though  particularly  advantageous  to  Great 
Britain,  will  also  be  of  immense  benefit  to  others  who  derive  informa* 
lion  from  them.  The  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,  translated  in- 
to German,  is  announced,  as  preparing  for  the  presa  at  Leipzic" 

No.  l2.~Extract  of  a  printed  Letter  to  the  Clergy  of  CormoaU, 
retpeeting  the  establithment  of  a  CovtUy  Library,  dattd  23d  De- 
cember 1192. 

•'  We  may  flatter  onrKlvee,  that  such  an  inatitutioii  will  excite  (he 
emulation  and  attention  of  our  brethren  the  clergy  of  ('ornwall,  to 
useful  and  interesting  subjects,  and  particularly  to  what  relates  to  the 
natural  history,  antiquities,  and  biography  of  the  county.  In  this 
way,  owing  to  the  exertions  of  the  clergy,  Boimated  and  solicited  lo 
the  pursuit  by  a  Scottish  Baronet,  a  carious  and  judicious  account  ii 
now  giving,  not  of  a  aingle  coimty,  but  of  a  whole  sislar  kingdom." 
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No.  lS,^Exiraei<faLeUerframkuExoeUemeyJokmAdmtUfd^ 
Prendeni  of  the  United  States  of  Ameneoy  deOmi  Pkiiad^kk, 
2d  March  179S. 

**  I  received  yours,  with  your  plans  for  a  natml  hislorf  of  ihM^ 
and  tlie  Statistical  Smrey  of  Scotland.  Yon  oottid  not  hmw<e  vmk% 
wiser  choice.  The  natural  history  of  that  animal,  ao  naefiil  to  aaa 
must  be  extremely  important,  as  well  as  extremeljr  carioiia ;  and  i 
detail  of  particulars,  relative  to  your  native  country,  nrast  be  ntosa- 
ing  to  all,  but  especially  to  the  inhabitants  of  it.  We,  in  tUi  csa- 
try,  enjoy  a  delicious  tranquillity  at  present,  and  if  your  Eienfm 
fermentations  should  not  disturb  us,  shall  continiie  to  be  hapny.** 

No.  14. — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr  Eenriek  of  Bewdk^^  dM 

ISM  March  1793. 
<<  I  oomot  dissemble  the  pleasure  I  feel,  in  having  an  ouiwilwl'j 
of  offering  you  my  mite  of  praise,  for  planning  and  raalltug  foi^  the  Si- 
tistical  History  of  Scotland,  which  abounds  with  an^  a  wdl  Jkrti^ 
fund  of  useful  information,  and  exhibits  to  the  world  at  large,  ss  jai 
a  picture  of  a  body  of  clergy,  who  do  the  higheet  faonoor  to 
fession  and  to  their  country." 


No.  Xb^f^-Extract  of  a  Ldter  from  Gemerai  fVtukimffiomy 

Ibth  March  1793. 

''  I  cannot  but  express  myself  highly  pleased  with  the 
in  which  you  are  engaged,  {that  of  dravnng  up  the  Jg^mttlTr'  A^ 
count  of  Scotland),  and  give  my  best  wishes  for  iia  nnrows  I  * 
fully  persuaded,  that  when  enlightened  men  will  take  the  txodk^ 
examine  so  minutely  into  the  state  of  society,  aa  yoor  inoniriM  mK 
to  go,  it  must  result  in  greatly  ameliorating  the  conditioa  of  theptt' 
pie,  promoting  the  interests  of  civil  society,  and  the  happiness  of  ^^ 
kind  at  large.  These  are  objects  truly  worthy  the  atteDtioa  of  ip* 
mind,  and  every  friend  to  the  human  race  must  readily  lead  !■■' 
towards  their  accomplishment." 

No.  16. — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  AwMcmd^  dated  IMM 

1793. 
'*  I  consider  your  Statistical  Reports,  as  erhihitiM  ^  oooias  d  i^ 
quiry,  of  great  importance  to  mankind ;  and  1  admire  the  oourMe*' 
right  principles,  which  enable  you  to  go  forwards,  aa  if  ths  cni^ 
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wbicli  liBs  lately  nienac^l  tlie  overthrow  of  ali  ciril  inatitulion%  wito 
completely  and  favour^ly  <uiiletl-" 

No.  17. — Extract  of  a  Letter  front  John  Pinkerlon,  Eiq.  dated  tlie 
2Sd  Febmari,  !794. 
"  In  looking  ornr  tbe  Surrey  of  Scotlaod.  Bccomplished  by  your 
eiertionit,  it  occurred  to  me,  iliat  I  could  furnish  aa  article  worthy  to 
appear  in  an  Appendix  to  one  of  the  votames  of  the  Statistical  Ac- 
connu  1  need  not  inform  you,  that  in  the  third  volume  of  Frynn's 
Kecordg,  there  \a  a  large,  but  indigested  liRt,  of  all  those  in  Scotland, 
tfho  paid  homage  to  Edward  I.  in  1S91,  and  139G,  forming  a  kind 
of  Doomsday  book  of  the  country  at  that  period.  Four  years  ago, 
I,  with  iome  labour,  reduced  the  numerous  names  and  desigaations 
into  alphabetical  order,  and  the  list  being  now  adapted  to  general  uie, 
and  containing  the  names  and  detignatioas  of  the  chief  landholdeni, 
citizen*,  and  clergy,  at  the  time,  it  may  be  regarded  as  of  no  small 
importance  lo  our  ancient  Statistics,  topography,  and  genealogy.  If 
your  opinion  coincides,  I  shall  with  pleasure  present  it  to  ynu  for  thn 
purpose,  and  correct  the  prens." 

No.  18.— £>froc/  <.fa  Utter  f.om  Dr  GHUei  (/«  l/hforian.  dated 

tbe  2d  June  i79A. 

"  Not  only  the  Analyse  de  I'Etat   Statistique  d'Eco«ae,  hut  al^io 

tlie  larger  work,  in  EnglisJi.  I  have  perused  with  the  greatest  sattHfac- 

tion  and  deli^^ht. 

''  There  arc  dark  oblivions  ages  in  the  history  of  the  worlil,  during 
which  the  human  mind  remained  buried  in  torpid  inactivity.  Tlien) 
are  other  periods,  when  the  vivid  powers  of  man  awaken  from  ilieir 
k'lhai^,  and,  as  if  refreshed,  after  a  long  and  undisturbed  repose,  ex- 
ert themselves  with  redoahled  enerfry.  T^e  times  in  which  we  live, 
belong  to  the  latter  description  :  but  that  they  do  no,  is  onin^r  to  the 
generous  and  well 'directed  exertions  of  enlightened  an<i  piilriotic  in- 
dividuals. 

'■  Jnvenlai  atil  i/ui  filam  ertioluert  per  arlei, 
Qiiigite  mi  memortM  aliotfecerr  merendo.' 
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tio.l9.—Exlractt>/aLeUerfToinJ.  P.Andrews,  Esq.  the  AvA^ 
of  the  Continvalion  of  Dr  Henrys  Hutory,  dated  %\H  Dtem- 
ber  1796. 

"  If  any  one  can  aid  my  rese  arches,  it  nnut  be  the  aotharof  ^  Svr 
tistical  Account  of  Scotland,  a  book  which  1  have  peruaeil  with  M|n( 
pleasure  and  astonishment,  I  may  almoBt  say,  envj/,  aince  the  »<ndb- 
era  part  of  the  island  oaglil  to  blush,  at  baring  never  produced  >» 
milar  work." 

No.  20. — Extmct  Translation  from  the  Bishop  de  I^eon,  dated  ITA 
Jtiiy  1797. 
"  I  read  with  peculiar  interest,  your  work  cuncersing  tfae  Sla^ 
cal  State  of  Scotland,  because  I  had  been  engaged,  some  yeanipv 
in  similar  inquiries  in  my  own  diocese,  though  ni>t  on  so  great  a  ^ok 
Such  inquiries  afford  the  true  means  of  ascertaining  the  beat  modi  rf 
improving  the  condition  of  a  people." 

No.  21. — Extract  of  a  LeUerfrom  Mr  Gein-pe  Stuart,  forwtttj 
Professor  of  Biimanilj,  in  the  University  of  Ediitbvryk. 

[Of  all  the  letters  which  I  receired  in  the  course  of  thia  inqaiiT,tkf' 
ia  none  which  could  possibly  have  had  greater  influence  villi  M 
than  the  following.  Those  who  have  been  edui^ted  at  the  C* 
»eraity  of  Edinburgh,  maat  remember  well  Professor  Ge*? 
Stuart  *,  one  of  the  best  scholars,  and  one  of  tfae  ablest  mA  ' 
that  University,  when  it  certainly  rivalled,  for  enidition  wid  ^(W 
the  most  celebrated  seminaries  in  Europe.  1  had  aiteuiM  ^ 
claaa,  but  had  not  seen  him  for  many  years.  It  waa  by  tha  IMM 
accident,  (franking  a  letter  to  him),  that  any  interconne  m  if 
newed  between  ns.  The  respectable  frofessor,  thongfat  be  wuH 
embrace  that  opportunity,  of  encouraging  his  old  pnpil,  lo  wf 
vere  in  a  course,  which  met  with  his  particular  approbatioa.  I  ik» 
it  right  to  give  a  lai^er  extract  from  this  letter,  as  it  niav  be  b  <'' 
viceable  to  other  young  men,  bb  to  the  person  to  tvhoni  ii  bv^ 
dressed.^  i 

"  I  had  the  honour  of  a  letter  last  night  from   Lord  Bnchu-  ■ 
which  he  desires  me  to  send  my  answer  to  Sir  John  SincUir>  *^  I 
will  transmit  it  by  post.     It  ie  with  peculiar  pleasnre,  tliat  I  «oibai 
this  opportuuity,  which  has  been  put  in  my  way  by  his  LonUai' 
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Uoabling  you  with  ihia  note,  in  order  to  revive  liie  ideas  of  your 
yonth,  and  lo  congratulate  yon  on  the  maoy  and  manly  effort*  you 
continue  to  make,  for  ibe  real  interest  and  hotiour  of  your  country. 
W)ii]e  othcm  are  suling  down  the  stream,  in  quest  of  baubles,  and  are 
in  dan^r  every  moment  of  sinking  by  the  way,  into  merited  contempt 
and  oblivion,  your  peneverance  and  independent  spirit,  will  transmit 
your  name  with  honour  to  posterity,  with  present  admiration,  aiid 
true  satisfaction  to  yourself.  Obiiti  patrite,  memores  Ionium,  tui, 
seems  a  fit  motto  for  the  present  luxurious  and  degenerate  age.  If 
they  are  to  be  roused  to  any  degree  of  public  spirit,  which  indued  [ 
despair  of,  the  attempt  is  Uudable,  even  though  it  should  not  succeed, 
magnU  Uimen  exeidit  auiU.  1  have  read  all  your  printed  works, 
which  Imth  instructed  and  pleased  me.  Your  last  attempt  will  be  at- 
tended with  great  advantage,  as  every  wise  administration  will  attend 
to  several  hints  of  police,  which  arise  out  of  the  Reports  of  the  difTer- 


Nothitig  could  have  been  more  dmnterested  than  the  con- 
duct of  the  Scotch  clei^,  in  drawing  up  the  account  of  their 
respective  parishes ;  a  task  which  often  proved  exceedingly 
laborious.  It  was  undertaken  from  the  purest  public  motives, 
and  without  the  smallest  prospect  of  personal  advantage. 

About  this  time,  a  plan  had  been  formed,  to  e.'^tablish  a  So- 
ciety for  the  Benefit  of  the  Sons  of  the  Clergy  belonging  lo  the 
established  church  in  Scotland,  and  it  accidentally  occurred 
to  me,  tliat  some  public  assistance  might  be  procured  for  so 
usefiU  an  institution,  as  an  acknowledgment  to  the  clergy  for 
their  statistical  exertions. 

Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  and  Dr  Hardie,  who  took  aii  ac- 
tive part  in  the  concenw  of  the  society,  expressed  great  tloubts 
respecting  the  practicability  of  obtaining  such  a  grant ;  but 
the  Society  having  at  last  been  prevailed  upon  to  resolve  on 
sending  a  petition  to  the  Crown,  the  application  was  trans- 
mitted to  Mr  Secretary  Dundas,  who,  in  a  communication  to 
me  upon  the  subject,  said,  "  Thitt  lie  felt  peculiar  pleasure 
in  submitting  to  his  Majesty's  consideration,  the  petition  for 
a  grant  to  the  Society  for  tlie  Benefit  of  the  Sons  of  the  Cler- 
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gy,  more  especially  as  they  had  so  handsomely  stepped  for- 
ward, to  aid  so  important  a  public  object,  as  the  Statistical  Ae^ 
count ;  and  he  hoped  that  such  a  mark  of  royal  &Tour,  as  Iiis 
Majesty  had  determined  to  bestow,  would  have  the  effect  of 
rendering  them  more  and  more  zealous  in  their  statistical  re- 
searches *."  Tlie  sum  granted  was  L.2000  ;  and  it  enaUed 
the  Society  to  conmieuce  their  allowances  to  the  Sons  of  die 
Clergy,  much  earlier  than  otlierwise  they  could  have  done. 

I  closed  my  statistical  labours,  with  drawing  up  <<  An  Am- 
lysis  of  the  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,"  with  a  view  of 
giving  to  the  public,  a  condensed  view  of  the  valuable  iiif(v- 
mation  contained  in  this  great  repository  of  human  knowledge. 
My  object  was,  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a  work  I  contas- 
plated,  "  The  Code  of  Political  Economy,"  on  the  sure  hub 
of  statistical  researches.  With  tliis  view,  the  whole  21  vo- 
lumes were  carefully  examined ; — the  most  material  obscrnh 
tions,  to  the  amount  of  above  5000  extracts,  were  taken  out 
arranged  under  diiferent  heads,  and  amalgamated  into  one 
uniform  mass,  and  thus,  any  repetitions  of  the  same  fads,  or 
a  recurrence  of  the  same  ideas,  were  avoided. 


*  The  exertions  made  by  Sir  Henry  MoncreifT,  and  his  friend  Dr  Haidei 
in  establishing  this  useful  society,  did  them  the  greatest  credit.  Sir  Henrr,  a- 
deed,  ^as  not  only  an  active  and  public-spirited  character  himself  bat  todL  t 
pleasure  in  eulogising  the  public  services  of  others.  It  was  prindpalh  fits 
this  motive  that  he  was  induced  to  draw  up  an  account  of  the  Life  of  Dr  Jobi 
Erskine,  who  was  one  of  the  most  respectable  ministers  that  the  church  of  Scot- 
land ever  possessed.  He  summed  up  Uie  character  of  this  divine  in  the  folio*- 
ing  words  : 

**  Dr  EnJcine  had,  from  nature,  a  considerable  portion  of  that  keemmi  d 
temper,  which,  when  it  is  not  under  tlic  perpetual  control  of  habit  and  priocn^ 
is  apt  to  embitter  the  competitions,  and  to  diminish  the  comforts  of  hnmao  «• 
cicty.  In  him,  it  was  so  much  under  his  self  command,  that  it  only  served,  i> 
public  life,  to  add  to  the  fertility  of  his  resources,  and  to  the  activity  of  hisnupi 
Eager  to  do  his  duty  in  its  full  extent,  he  lost  sight  of  nothing  which  beio*- 
gined,  would  be  subservient  to  it ;  and  wot  not  to  be  diverted  from  his  mn^M, 
tiliier  by  oppoHition^  or  by  difficuUies,  as  long  as  he  considered  the  obieci  he  ibp* 
at,  to  be  either  worthy  of  his  exertions,  or  attainable  by  his  activify,*'  This  l^ 
sentence,  i:i  the  btst  description  I  have  met  vrith,  of  a  truly  great  aod  public- 
spiritcil  diaracter. 
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The  Code  of  Health  and  Lon^^vity  was  undertaken  in 
opposition  to  the  opinions  of  some  most  respectable  friends. 
But  I  was  convinced,  tliat  by  investigating  tliat  subject,  I 
would  not  only  benefit  myself,  but  might  be  able  to  furnish  a 
number  of  useful  hints  to  others.  My  own  health  has  been 
so  much  improved,  by  the  iofonnation  I  have  acquired  in  the 
course  of  these  inquiries,  that  though  not  of  a  long-lived  family, 
and  though  I  have  spent  a  very  laborious  life,  yet,  at  the  age  of 
Heventy-six,  1  feel  no  material  (Uminution  in  personal  strength, 
Or  mental  fiiculties.:  and  have  not  only  ventured  on  the  pre- 
sent work,  but  have  also  several  otlicr  extensive  undertaking?* 
of  a  literary  nature  in  contemplation.  I  am  convinced,  in- 
deed, Uial  had  it  not  been  for  the  plan  of  living,  which  my 
medical  researches  have  enabled  me  to  form,  I  should  not,  at 
tlus  moment,  have  been  alive,  or  at  least  capable  of  any  ma- 
teria! exertion. 

But  though  I  met  with  discouragement  from  some  of  my 
fnends,  others  strongly  urged  me  to  engage  in  these  medical 
inquiries.  One  of  my  correspondents,  in  particular,  wrote  to 
me,  "  That  the  less  expected  such  a  work  may  be  from  you,  or 
any  other  individual  not  professedly  in  the  medical  line,  the 
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No.  a. — Letter  from  Sir  /tdam  FfrrftunmufKUktrran,  Bart, 
dated  Jane  17.  I80i. 
Sir  Adam  Fei^fusson  was  one  of  tlie  most  respectable  cha- 
racters, in  private  life,  that  Scotland  ever  produced :  and  during 
the  short  time  he  represented  the  county  of  Ayr,  was  a  <U»- 
tinguished  Member  of  I'lirliament,  The  subjoined  extract 
sufficiently  proves  hia  talents  for  epistolary  correspondeocc. 


**  With  r^ard  to  the  subject  of  the  pamphlet  with  which 
yuu  liave  fovoured  me,  Longevity,  it  is  certainly  one,  which, 
considered  as  a  point  of  natural  history,  is  curious  in  itself^ 
and  deserving  of  investigation.  As  a  political  problem,  I 
coiifewi  myself  nut  to  be  sanguine  in  my  hopes,  of  its  ever 
bein^  brought  the  length  of  being  attended  witli  much  prac- 
tical utility,  lu  the  present  advanced  state  of  our  knowledge 
of  this  globe,  we  have  opportunities  of  seeing  man  in  every 
state  and  condition,  from  the  savage  iit  the  wood,  to  society  in 
its  highest  state  of  improvement ;  and,  amidst  all  tliat  diversi- 
ty, I  have  not  observed  any  marked  diversity  in  the  duration 
of  human  life.  In  every  part  of  the  earth,  and  from  the  time 
of  tlie  Patriarch  David  to  this  day,  tlireescore  and  ten  years, 
Heem  to  be  nearly  the  limit  of  active  life  ;  and  the  compam- 
tively  few  examples  of  men,  who  have  lived  ten,  twenty,  or 
even  thirty  years  more,  seem  only  to  be  such  deviations  from 
the  usual  course  of  nature,  as  must  be  expected  in  all  cases  of 
an  average  calculation.  Besides,  how  few  of  these  extraor- 
dinary drciunstances  of  prolonged  life,  have  been  of  any  con- 
8ei|uenee  to  the  world,  or  to  the  country  to  which  they  be- 
longed ?  Mere  existence,  of  whatever  consequence  it  may  be 
supiwsed  to  be  to  the  individual,  is  of  none  to  the  world,  if  the 
individual,  whose  life  is  so  prolonged,  can  neither,  by  his  bo- 
dily Ubour  profit  lib  country,  by  the  exertions  of  his  mind 
improve  it,  or  by  the  production  of  children  add  to  its  popu- 
lation *.     If  we  can  quote  a  Mutiiis  Snevola,  who,  as  I  re- 
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*'  The  prosperity  of  my  country  b  my  great  object ;  but 
when  exertion  is  wanted,  I  feel  myself  ivandng  in  tlmt  ne- 
cessary manly  spirit  which  youth  inspires. 

"  1  am  fond  of  society,  and  am  iLot  so  nice  in  my  choice  a0 
I  formerly  was.     Yet  I  can  live  alone  without  mnui. 

"  After  this  description,  yon  may  judge  that  1  am  tired 
of  life.  Yet  I  do  sot  court  a  dissolution,  nor  indeed  am  I 
afraid  of  the  king  of  terrore." 

No.  4. — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Joseph  TowitseTtdt 
daicd  BtUh,  dO(A  January  1805. 
"  Accept  of  my  most  sincere  acknowledgments,  for  youf 
polite  attention,  in  submitting  to  my  inspection  your  Pro- 
spectus of  the  Code  of  Health  and  Longevity.  I  admire  the 
plan,  and  rejoice  tliat  you  have  undertaken  the  work.  It  could 
not  possibly  be  in  better  hands.  The  country  has  been  un- 
der infinite  obligations  to  you,  for  your  unremitting  labour ; 
and  you  have,  by  your  example,  sufficiently  convinced  man- 
kind, according  to  the  maxim  you  have  inculcated,  '  l*hal 
the  power  of  doing  good  is  the  proper  limit  by  which  ouj- 
wishes  for  existence  ought  to  be  bounded  *.' " 

No,  5. — Extrat^  of  a  LetUrfram  William  Spenee,  Etq.  of  Dry- 
jMiol,  near  HvIL,  dated  IQtit  June  1807. 
^'  I  have  been  looking  over,  with  great  pleasure,  the  first 
volume  of  your  "  Code  of  Longevity,"  of  the  excellent  de- 
sign and  execution  of  which,  it  is  impossible  to  speak  too 
highly.     So  arduous  and  praiseworthy  an  undertaking,  eflect- 

•  In  1  potierior  iHlrr,  Mr  Town«nd  write*,  "  I  hire  read,  with  erquiulr 
plnuurcv  nd  minulc  itTention,  ihe  little  tolunw  fou  mu  to  cundescending  ■• 
ID  submit  to  ihe  correctioo  ofj'our  friend.  It  it  to  complete,  ihataAer  llie  most 
mature  r«olle«ion,  I  can  find  uolhiag  to  *dd  ;  and  il  is  to  correct,  thai  I  bare 

It  awmt  to  anner  your  iolenlion  in  Uie  moti  perfect  manner ;  but  ai  the  aamc 
time  il  layi  you  open  to  one  cti>Tge,^4  charge  eihibiled  by  Biihop  Tillot»n 
againii  Dr  Barrow,  as  ihc  moti  unfair  writer,  bccauie,  on  whaleter  tubject  ha 
had  irealed,  he  left  nothing  for  »ny  one  to  taj  after  him." 
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ed  from  motives  like  yours,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  htre 
established,  for  any  other  man,  the  title  of  friend  of  the  ki- 
man  race.  Of  Sir  John  Sinclair's  claim  to  that  appellatiQii, 
tiiis  is  but  one  of  the  numerous  proo&  for  which  both  the  pre- 
sent generation  and  future  ones  have  to  thank  him." 

No.  6. — Extracts  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Robert  Thsmu, 
Minister  of  Ahdie^  in  Fife^  dated  September  30.  1806. 

"  I  see  in  the  newspapers,  that  you  are  soon  to  puUisli 
work  on  Liongevity,  which,  I  doubt  not,  will,  like  your  otker 
works,  possess  much  intrinsic  merit,  and  be  of  great  puUie 
utility.  If,  by  your  exertions  in  that  line,  you  can  add  btf 
ten  years,  or  even  one,  to  the  life  of  man,  you  will  prop•^ 
tionally  multiply  the  hands  employed  in  the  useful  and  iae 
arts,  and  add  to  the  sum  of  human  happiness. 

^^  In  this  country,  the  present  age  seems  to  be  distinguiik- 
ed  from  all  the  preceding  ones,  by  the  rapid  progress  v»it 
in  all  dungs  that  tend  to  the  improvement  of  the  ezteml 
condition  of  men ;  and,  in  the  annals  of  history,  I  malci*  m 
doubt,  it  will  appear,  that  Sir  John  Sinclair  has  done  moif 
towards  such  improvement,  than  any  other  individual,  iiMie> 
perhaps,  in  a  general  way,  than  all  his  cotemporaries  together. 
But  your  genius,  Sir  John,  is  of  a  general  and  versatile  m- 
ture ;  and  having  contributed  largely  to  the  improvemeDt  of 
the  situation  of  men,  you  now  turn  very  naturally  to  the  is- 
provement  of  men  themselves. 

^^  Like  your  other  works,  this  will  undoubtedly  tend,  mi 
collateral  way  at  least,  to  render  men  virtuous  ;  as,  withitf 
virtue,  men  can  neither  be  healthy,  nor  long  lived.  Yim- 
ous habits  are  the  sine  qua  non^  the  immediate  sources  of  kn- 
piness ;  and  you  have  discovered  your  wisdom  as  a  statesnoBi 
as  well  as  your  benevolence  as  a  man,  in  leading  men  to  titf 
sacred,  this  copious  and  perennial  source  of  happiness,  wki 
you  seemed  to  be  only  pointing  out  to  them,  the  way  torf- 
fluence  and  health. 


\ 
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neral  causes  of  longevity  ;  aiid  tliia  cause,  you  have  contribu- 
tet)  to  increase,  by  contrihutiti^  sn  mucli  tu  the  improvement 
of  the  BoiL  But  tlie  most  general  aud  etficacious  cause  uf  good 
health,  appears  to  be  rufht  amduet  ;  and  here  we  may  see  the 
goofiness  of  our  Creator  and  Preserver,  in  his  putting  the 
principal  cause  of  longevity,  in  the  power  nfuU." 


No.  7. — Bxtrad  of  a  Iiettrr  fmm  tJtr  Itev,  Dr  Grf^my  nf  fVftt- 
Ham,  in  Essex,  dateii  Ffbrimjy  '21,  1W05. 
This  excellent  divine  published  several  valuable  works  on 
Diviiuty  and  other  topics,  and  gave  me  some  most  valuable 
faints  far  the  Code  of  Health.  On  announcing  to  bim  my  in- 
tention of  drawing  up  that  work,  he  encouraged  me  to  perse- 
vere in  it.  in  the  following  friendly  terms : 


"  I  do  not  know,  that  1  ever  felt  more  interested  in  any 
work,  than  in  that  which  you  have  just  announced.  Vou  do 
me  a  very  great  honour  in  supposing,  tJiat  my  contributions 
can  be  of  any  use ;  and  1  can  only  assure  you  in  return,  that 
nothing  would  be  more  gratifying  to  my  mind,  than  to  be  able 
to  lend,  even  the  s^mallest  assistance  to  a  perfonnance,  t.'alcu- 
lated  so  pjeatly  to  benefit  mankind.  W'ithout  any  compli- 
ment, I  do  not  know  any  author,  who  has  done  so  much  to 
benefit  his  fellow  creatures,  as  Sir  John  Sinclair.  It  is  many 
years  ago,  since,  in  company  with  the  present  Prime  Minis- 
ter of  Russia,  I  read  the  whole  of  your  elaborate  work  on  the 
Revenue  of  Great  Britain,  and  I  can  say,  that  1  never  read 
a  work  on  finance,  so  clear,  and  so  complete.  I  have  not  a 
<loubt,  but  tlie  extraordinary  young  man  to  whom  I  have  just 
alluded,  experiences,  at  this  very  moment,  great  benefit,  from 
the  attention  he  then  bestowed  upon  it.  In  other  instances, 
you  have  sacrificed  ail  the  vanity  of  an  author,  to  the  labori- 
ous duty  of  collecting  materials  to  benefit  your  countrj- :  and 
I  contemplate,  with  wonder,  the  treasure  you  have  collected. 
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You  are  now  engaging  in  a  still  more  exteus&ve^  and  perkipi 
more  beneficial  undertaking.  I  see  you  will  have  great  difr 
ficulties  to  encounter,  only  to  be  surmonnted  by  jaai  on 
resolution  and  perseverance ;  and  not  the  least  of  these  is 
the  prejudices  of  a  body  of  men,  powerful  in  the  woridrf 
science." 

In  regard  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  this  letter,  it  w 
natural  to  expect  some  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  medial 
profession,  to  inquiries  that  might  in  some  deg^ree  intezfiae 
with  their  occupation ;  but  the  superior  classes  of  *Kait  pio- 
fession,  as  appears  from  the  following  communications,  wfff 
inclined  to  view  the  undertaking  in  a  £Eivourable  light,  and  »• 
deed  as  one  from  which  they  themselves  might  derive  pnfar 
sional  advantage : 

No.  8. — Extracts  of  Letters  from  several  disHngmshed  ^**^ 
Characters  respecting  the  Code  of  Health. 

1. — Dr  Mathew  BaiUie,  dated  L.  Gragvenor  Strtelf 

March  9.  1805. 

<<  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving,  a  few  days  ago,  parttf 
your  intended  publication  upon  Longevity.  Xhe  subject  ii 
of  the  greatest  importance,  and  I  am  convinced^  that  you  v3 
render  it  both  instructive  and  interesting,  not  only  to  ^ 
public,  but  even  to  medical  men,  whose  pursuits  lead  them  ti 
consider  it  with  more  than  ordinary  attention. 

<^  The  work  I  have  read  with  great  satisfieiction  :  the  olno^ 
vations  which  it  contains  are  very  important,  and  are  ej3»R» 
ed  in  very  perspicuous  language." 

2. — Dr  Beddoesj  dated  21st  April  1807. 
<^  I  beg  leave  to  return  my  thanks  for  your  inclosed  B^ 
spectus,  and  to  express,  at  the  same  time,  my  sense  of  yV 
obliging  expressions,  and  attentions  at  various  times* 
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"  1  sitall  doubtleSH  read  your  work  with  attention,  und  should 
be  glad  to  communicate  any  remarks  that  may  offer  them- 
selves during  the  perusaL  But  I  cannot  flatter  myself,  with 
tlie  hope  of  staying  much  that  can  be  worthy  of  your  atten- 
tion. 

"  The  efforte  made  by  various  individuals,  will,  1  trust,  at 
least  produce  that  very  desirable  event, — a  general  inclina- 
tion to  attend  to  the  preaervatiou  of  health ;  and  Sir  John 
Sinclair  will  doubtless  come  to  be  ranked  among  those,  whv 
have  most  contributed  to  this  public  benefit,  as  he  has  to  va- 
rious otbers," 


a.— />  Ciirrie  of  Litffrpool  duUd  iiOth  November  1802. 

"  I  have  this  moment  received  your  printed  memoir  of  IoR'> 
gerity,  with  the  obliging  letter  of  the  l9ih  which  accompanies 
IL  I  very  truly  wish  it  may  he  in  my  power,  to  assist  your 
intjiuries  on  this  very  Interesting  subject,  and  certainly  I  will 
give  it  every  attention  in  my  power.  But  it  happens,  that  at 
the  present  moment,  I  am  particularly  and  pressingly  occa- 
pied,  and  1  cannot  therefore  hope  to  make  my  communica- 
tion, such  OS  it  may  be,  (I  fear  it  will  not  be  worth  much), 
»o  speedily,  as  my  respect  for  Sir  John  Sinclair,  and  my  de- 
sire to  promote  tliose  liberal  inquiries  and  pursuits,  in  which 
lie  takes  tlte  lead  of  all  his  contemporaries,  would  lead  me  ttt 
wish. 

"  Some  time  ago,  1  projected  an  inquiry  into  the  best  me- 
thod of  living,  us  to  diet,  sleep,  exercise,  and  drink,  for  tha 
preservation  of  the  intellects  ui  a  souud  ajid  clear  state,  for  aO 
literary  and  philosophical,  in  one  word,  all  intellectual  pur- 
poses. I  wished  to  eoUect  Ihcts,  respecting  the  habits  of  men 
dbtingiiixlied  for  the  powers  of  intellect,  and  their  KuccessfiJ 
exertion,  under  these  heads.  But  hitherto  I  have  made  bttU 
progre$^s.  Where  such  men  have  atiaijied  a  great  age,  as  ia 
the  instance  of  the  great  Lord  Maiisfiel*!,  Lord  Karnes,  Dt 
BUkir,  &c.  my  stibjert  would  merge  into  yours,  and  your  si- 
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riiation  and  connections  in  life,  might  enable  you  to  make  sod 
inquiries  with  success  *. 

<^  In  fkct,  this  subject  might  very  happily  fbnn  a  dhrisioD  d, 
or  a  sequel  to  your  own." 

4. — Dr  TVoUeTj  dated  Newcastle  on  Tyne^  January  19. 

1805. 
<'  I  have  read  the  Prospectus  of  your  Code  with  mudi  ft* 
tisiaction,  and  have  no  doubt,  but  the  subjects  of  Health  td 
Longevity,  will  derive  fresh  importance  from  your  hsA 
The  labour  is  a  Herculean  one  ;  but  nevertheless  ought  m 
to  be  abandoned.  This  age  is  ingulphed  in  conunerdal  spe- 
culation ;  wealth  is  pouring  upon  this  country  like  a  tomati 
and  all  the  attendants  of  health  are  overwhelmed  by  its  fintt. 
The  diseases  which  spring  from  luxurious  indulgence,  air 
every  where  gaining  ground,  and  sapping  the  powers  of  Hk 
and  manhood.  The  extension  of  a  military  S3r8teni,  is  gifiif 
additional  activity  to  the  fashionable  vices ;  and  the  v3Im 
and  the  cottage,  are  not  exempt  from  the  general  degeneiscrrf 
health  and  manners.  It  would  lead  to  an  inquiry,  far  bevad 
the  limits  of  a  letter,  to  trace  the  influence  of  these  bad  Vi> 
pensities ;  but,  I  conceive,  that  the  rapid  increase  of  tlitfr 
complaints,  called  nervous,  bilious,  indigestion,  &c.  are  t«t 
much  owing  to  the  mercurial  regimen,  administered  for  di 
cure  of  lues  venerea.  They  make  three-fourths  of  aU  the  i^ 
ments  that  come  under  medical  treatment  in  these  days;  tkr 
descend  to  the  offspring,  and  fall  particularly  severe  on  ikr 
female,  from  native  delicacy  of  frame." 

5. — Dr  WiUany  dated  Bloomdmry  Square^  Sth  Juh  1805^ 

"  Dr  Willan  begs  Sir  John  Sinckdr  will  acisept  his  sinw 

thanks,  for  the  perusal  of  his  Essay  on  Health  and  Longefitr. 

which  must  prove  as  useful,  as  it  is  ingrenious.     Dr  W.  k 

not  observed  any  position  in  it,  but  what  may  be  eoaiAeti 


•  This  useful  hint  was  adopted  in  the  course  of  nay  mcdioU  iiiQ«iii» 
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US  medically  correct.  He  thinks  it  would  be  best,  that  Sir 
Jolm  Sinclair  should  pursue  his  investigation,  unchecked  by 
the  critiques  of  medical  practitioners,  or  by  written  authori- 
ties, if  not  well  supported  by  facts,  and  experiments.  Syste- 
matic writers,  and  even  practitioners  who  disavow  systemati- 
zing, are  often  influenced  by  some  hypothesis,  which  occa- 
sions them  to  observe  through  a  medium,  and  renders  their 
experience  less  cert£un,  and  less  valuable. 

"  The  plan  proposed  by  Sir  John  Sincl^,  scarcely  adnuts 
of  emendation ;  and,  when  completed,  it  cannot  &il  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  utility." 

6. — Dr  Wnterhouae,  Profiaor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Phytic  at  the  Unioer$ity  of  Camliridge,  in  North  America, 
dated  2$/A  May  1805. 

"  1  received,  from  the  hands  of  my  venerable  friend,  Mr 
Adams  *,  your  Prospectus  of  the  "  Code  of  Health  and  fjun- 
gevity,"  which  I  perused,  perhaps  wltli  more  than  ordinary 
avidity,  from  having  long  entertained  a  desire,  to  effect  a  work 
of  that  .kind,  which,  alter  several  fruitless  attempts,  I  aban- 
doned in  despair.  I  rejoice  therefore  to  learn  that  a  philan- 
thropist, possessing  the  talents,  and  enjoying  the  celebrity  of 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  has  undertaken  the  task,  because  I  am  per- 
suaded he  will  accomplish  iL  Had  we  the  requisite  talents 
and  learning,  we,  in  these  ends  of  the  earth,  have  not  the 
means  for  carrying  on  such  an  extensive  work.  We  need 
something  more  than  Lord  Bacon's  History  of  Life  and  Death. 
The  existence  of  one  mortal  is  loo  short,  to  fill  up  the  vast 
sketch,  which  that  great  man,  with  a  too  rapid  hand,  design- 
ed." 

l.—Dr  Bush  of  Philadelphia,  dated  lith  May  1805. 

"  Dr  Rush  returns  his  respectful  compliments  to  Sir  John 

Sinclair,  n-ith  his  thanks  for  his  polite  note,  and  the  Prospec- 

*  The  ncceoar  of  GcaenI  Wubington  in  Ox  ViaiAtncj  at  Uir  Uuluii 
$(U«  oT  Ameiin. 
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tiis  of  a  large  and  interesting  work  which  aeMtnpftiiied  it 
The  Prospectus  will  shortly  be  repnbUslied  in  I>r  Coxe'f 
Medical  Museum,  through  which  it  wiU  faKve  an  extensivif 
circulation  in  the  United  States. 

^<  Dr  Rush  sends  Sir  John  Sinclair,  hcnretrith,  m  copy  off 
small  pamphlet,  on  the  injurious  effects  of  attlent  spirits  m 
the  bodies  and  minds  of  men. 

<<  The  Doctor  cannot  conclude  his  note^  without  dtnng  W 
mage  to  the  talents  and  zeal  discovered  by  Sir  John  SadiB', 
in  his  yarious  publications,  all  of  which  have  so  eminentty  fir 
their  object,  the  happiness  of  nations  and  individuala. 

<^  They  have  made  their  author  known,  and  rendered  h» 
character  dear,  to  the  friends  of  science  and  humanity,  in  etetj 
part  of  tlie  United  States." 

«  Philadelphia,  14th  May  1805.*' 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  Code  of  Health  was  fin 
&vourably  received  on  the  Continent ;  that  it  was  trandits' 
into  German  by  a  most  distinguished  physician,  Dr  Spreufcl; 
and  that  the  celebrated  Dr  Hall^  had  resolved  to  superinteoi 
a  translation  of  it  into  French.  His  intentions,  however, 
were  unfortunately  frustrated  by  his  untimely  death. 

But  inquiries  regarding  health  are  of  peculiar  importaM 
not  only  as  personally  interesting  to  private  individuals^  hi 
also  as  contributing  to  the  political  happiness  tMnd  protperOjiif 
a  ccuniry.  I  was  thence  led  to  flatter  myself,  that,  whateiff 
might  be  done  at  home,  the  governments  of  fbreigu  amHtnB 
would  assist  in  such  useful  investigations.  I  acooidinglysei^ 
through  the  medium  of  M.  Otto,  then  ambassador  fimm  Fnn* 
at  the  Court  of  London,  some  copies  of  my  original  Essay  ii 
Longevity,  translated  into  French,  to  be  presented  to  U- 
Chaptal,  then  minister  of  the  interior.  The  following  is* 
extract  of  his  letter  on  the  subject,  addressed  to  M.  Otto. 
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.  Extrait  itwu  L^ttre  du  Minisire  de  Vbuthiiur^  (fu  Ministry 
f  Francois  pres  ta  Mtge$tS  Britanmque. 

«<  Pkrii,  b  II.  Gtnniiial,  an.  10. 

^  J'ai  re<9u  la  lettre  que  vous  avez  bien  voulu  m^ecrire  le 
6.  de  ce  mois,  et  les  ^xemplaires  que  vous  y  avez  joints,  de 
Tessai  de  Sir  .John  Sinclair,  sur  la  Long^vit^.  Je  vous  prie  de 
le  remercier  de  cet  envoi.  II  est  digne  d'un  homme,  qui  s'est 
eonttamment  occup^  de  ce  qui  est  utile,  de  fixer  son  attention, 
sur  un  des  points  les  plus  curieux,  et  les  plus  interessans  de 
IVtude  de  Thomme.  Les  r^ponses  aux  questions  propose 
par  Sir  John  Sinclair,  r^pandroient,  sans  doute,  quelque  jour, 
tur  les  causes,  jusqu'ici  inconnues,  de  la  diff(§rence  dans  la 
dur6e  de  la  vie  des  hommes.  On  en  voit  qui,  plao6s  dans  des 
circonstances  qu'on  jugeroit  Bstvorables,  sont  enlevds  des  le  pre- 
mier age ;  tandis  que  d'autres,  entour^  de  toutes  les  causes 
•pparentes  de  la  mort,  atteignent  le  dernier  terme  de  la  vie  des 
hommes.  Je  repandrai  les  questions  de  Sir  John ;  et  je  don- 
nerai  ordre,  qu'on  lui  adresse  chaque  ann^e,  le  relev^  des 
tables  de  mortality,  que  fait  dresser  le  gouvemement,  avec  les 
observations  particulieres  qui  les  accompagneront  Je  serai 
fort  aise,  de  connoitre  son  opinion,  sur  ce  travail,  a  mesure 
qu'il  lui  parviendra.  Assurdz  le  d'ailleurs,  je  vous  prie,  de 
toute  mon  estime,  et  du  d^sir  que  j'ai  d'^tablir  des  liaisons 
€iitre  lui  et  moL 

(Sign^)         "  Chaptal  *." 

*  TmuUtion. 
Extract  tifa  Lttierfrom  tke  Mmuter  oftht  LnUrior  to  the  French  Miadtter  at  the 

Court  of  hie  Britamuc  Mafetty, 

Fluris,  1 1.  Genniiw],  yew  10. 

I  haTe  Tcocived  tlie  Itttcr  which  yoo  were  lo  good  as  to  write  to  me  the  3d  of 
ilrfa  mooth,  and  the  ooplea  aceompanying  it  of  the  cnay  of  Sir  John  Sinclair 
"upon  Longe^tj.  I  beg  you  to  thank  him  for  this  packet  It  is  worthy  of  a  man, 
who  has  been  constantly  occupied  with  what  is  useful,  to  fix  his  attention  upon 
one  of  the  most  carious  and  most  interesting  points  in  the  study  of  man.  The 
answers  to  the  questions  proposed  by  Sir  John  Sinclair  would  certainly  throw 
aooM  light  upon  the  causes,  hitherto  unknown,  of  the  difference  in  the  duration 
of  human  life.  One  sees  some  who,  placed  in  circumstances  which  one  would 
Jttdigc  fimNinble,  are  snatched  away  in  their  infancy ;  whilst  others,  surrounded 
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The  renewal  of  hostilities,  soon  after  the  treaty  of  Amietty 
put  an  end  to  any  literary  correspondence  between  the  two 
countries ;  but  it  is  evident  that  the  Goyemxnent  of  Fiance, 
at  that  time,  were  disposed  to  promote  the  investigation  I  had 
submitted  to  its  attention. 


The  importance  of  these  inquiries  in  a  public,  or  natiDoil 
point  of  view,  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  in  the  follow- 
ing parag^ph,  extracted  frouLthe  introduction  to  the  Codeflf 
Health : 

<^  The  attainment  of  longevity,  if  accompanied  with  good 
health,  is  not  only  an  important  consideration  to  the  indiri- 
dual,  but  also  to  the  community  to  which  he  belongs.  K  the 
mind  be  not  oppressed  with  care,  nor  the  body  by  sidmea^ 
our  declining  years  often  prove  the  happiest  period  of  ov 
existence.  The  fever  of  the  passions  has  then  abated,  and  tbe 
anxious  and  laborious  pursuits  of  ambition  and  avarice  are  no 
longer  interesting.  Preparing  to  quit  these  sublunary  sceoesi 
"  THE  HEALTHY  VETERAN"  placcs  his  delight,  in  mental,  rather 
than  in  corporeal  exertions, — in  performing  generous  actioib 
to  all  around  him, — in  benefiting  others  by  the  knowledge 
and  experience  he  has  acquired, — in  promoting'  social  inte^ 
course  and  rational  amusement, — and  in  studiously  endeavoiu^ 
ing,  to  leave  a  character  behind  him,  which  shall  be  afierrods 
remembered  with  affection  and  respect" 


with  all  the  apparent  causes  of  death,  attain  the  utmost  term  of  man's  existcset 
I  will  make  known  Sir  John's  questions,  and  give  orders  to  send  to  him  enry 
year,  the  extract  of  the  bills  of  mortality  which  Government  requires  to  be  mi^ 
out,  along  with  the  particular  observations  which  will  accoin}mny  them.  I  sk>B 
be  very  glad  to  know  his  opinion  of  them  from  time  to  time  as  they  readi  kii^ 
Assure  him  also,  I  entreat  you,  of  my  esteem,  and  of  my  deaire  to  tititi*^* 
correspondence  between  us. 

(Signed)         Chaftu. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  AND  REMINISCENCES, 


REGARDING  FINANCE,  CURRENCY,  AND  COMMERCE. 


These  three  branched  of  politics  are  most  intimately  con- 
nected. The  finandal  resources  of  a  country  greatly  depend 
upon  its  commerce ;  and  commerce  can  never  be  permanently 
prosperous  without  a  judicious  system  of  currency  and  finance. 
These  subjects,  on  which  so  many  volnmes  have  been  written, 
are  evidently  too  vast  and  important  to  be  treated  of  in  the 
section  of  a  work.  Some  hints,  however,  regarding  them,  and 
letters  in  which  they  are  discussed,  may  be  submitted  to  the 
reader's  consideration. 


1. — FINANCE. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  American  war.  Lord  Stair,  Dr 
Price,  and  a  number  of  other  persons  of  note  in  the  political 
world,  maintained,  that  the  finances  of  this  country  were 
ruined ;  and  that  the  nation  must  soon  become  bankrupt.  To 
remove  such  gloomy  apprehensions,  I  published,  in  1783, 
*^  Hints  an  the  State  of  our  Finances^**  in  which  the  alarming 
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doctrines  inculcated  on  that  subject,  were  so  suooesBiiillf  re- 
futed, as  to  produce  the  most  beneficial  conseqaenoes  bottM 
home  and  abroad. 

I  was  afterwards  led  to  engage  in  a  still  greater  undotil- 
ing  of  a  financial  nature,  namely,  <^  The  Hittory  of  At  PJk 
Revenue  of  the  British  Empirej^  in  3  vols.  Svo.  Tlus  vok 
met  mth  a  very  favourable  reception  at  home,  a  third  e£ti« 
being  printed  in  1803-4;  and  abroad,  the  opinion  entertunri 
of  it  was  in  the  highest  degree  flattering,  as  appears  frontk 
following  extracts  from  a  work,  entitled,  <<  Essai  nor  h  Cnk 
Commercial^  considere  comme  Moyen  de  CirculatUnu  Pari, 
Mamiere.     A  Hambourg^  et  d  Parisj  An.  ix,  (1801).'* 

In  the  prefiice  the  following  paragraphs  occnir : 

'<  L'Histoire  de  Revenu  Public,  et  du  Credit  de  la  GtuJk 
Bretagne,  par  Sir  John  Sinclair,  presente  le  vaste  tBbIeiii,i 
toutcs  les  operations  de  finances,  que  le  Gouvemement  it* 
glois  a  fidtes  depuis  un  siecle,  dans  le  genre  des  empmntsitf 
dans  celui  des  impositions ;  et  I'auteur  en  demontre  les  im* 
tages,  ou  les  inconveniens,  sans  se  laisser  jamais  ^gaierfv 
des  idces  systematiques,  ou  des  opinions  de  parti." 

^^  La  traduction  de  cet  ouvrage  manquoit  a  la  Fiance:  1 
ne  suffisoit  meme  pas  de  le  traduire ;  il  etoit  necessaire,  ppB 
le  rendre  aussi  utile,  qu'il  doitctre  de  le  continuer  jusqu'aff 
jour ;  et  Sir  John  Sinclair,  se  bomant  a  presenter  des  ezea- 
pics  et  des  le9ons  de  pratique,  il  felloit  encore  rapprocher,  nm 
un  mcme  coup  d'ceil,  les  resultats  des  diverses  operations,  doet 
il  donne  le  detail,  et  les  comparer  aux  ressources  qu'ont  ea* 
ploy6es  d'autres  nations,  pour  ^tablir,  sur  des  bases  certaiM 
les  principcs  de  la  science  des  finances,  et  ne  fonder  jamaiiii 
th^orie,  que  sur  Texp^rience." 

llie  following  paragraphs  are  extracted  from  the  esBiy  it- 
self: 

'^  L'Histoire  des  Finances  dc  la  Grande  Bretagne,  parSs 
John  Sinclair,  m'a  presente  la  reunion  de  tous  ces  avantm^* 
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^Ue  en  ofire  un  plus  rare  encore  chez  cette  nation.  La  plu* 
part  des  Anglois,  qui  ont  ^crit  sur  la  politique,  dirig^s  par 
I'esprit  de  parti,  ont  mis  I'exaggeration  de  fiuts  et  le  sophisme, 
a  la  place  de  Texactitude  et  du  raisonnement,  et  ont  souvent 
propag^  des  erreurs  dangereuses,  en  lieu  d'enseigner  des 
verity  utiles.  John  Sinclair  ne  merite  presque  jamais  ce  re- 
proche :  il  est  ennemi  du  principal  ministre ;  et  cependant,  il 
le  critique  rarement,  et  ne  le  critique  qu'avec  sagesse." 

<^  Son  ouvrage  forme,  sans  contredit,  le  plus  grande  rd- 
cueil  des  faits  interessans,  sur  les  finances,  qui  existe  en  Eu- 
rope." 

^<  L'Histoire  du  Revenu  Public  dela  Grande  Bretagne,  par 
John  Sinclair,  est  trop  connue  pour  que  je  m*arr&te  a  en  fidre 
I'eloge ;  je  me  contenterai  de  dire,  qu'elle  donne  le  detail  de 
toutes  les  operations  de  finances,  que  la  nation  de  I'Europe, 
qui  a  S9U  procure  a  Petat  le  plus  grand  revenu,  et  le  plus  grand 
credit,  a  faites  depuis  un  si^cle,  et  que  I'auteur  en  montre  les 
avantages  ou  les  inconveniens  par  des  observations,  dont  la 
sagesse  et  la  sagacity  justifient  sa  grande  reputation." 

Upon  sending  M.  Mamiere's  work  to  Robert  Walsh,  Esq. 
a  most  intelligent  native  of  America,  who  happened  to  be  in 
Edinburgh  in  December  1808,  he  wrote  me  a  letter,  on  the 
18th  of  that  month,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  brochure  you  sent  me,  (a 
copy  of  M.  Mamiere's  tract).  The  language  of  the  trans- 
lator, on  the  subject  of  his  original,  is  but  an  echo  to  the 
voice  of  Europe.  I  have  heard  more  forceful  encomiums  pro- 
nounced by  the  Abb^  Morellet." 

In  the  History  of  the  Revenue,  I  have  drawn  up  a  review, 
of  Mr  Pitt's  financial  administration  *,  in  which  it  is  remark- 

*   It  is  printed  in  the  History  of  the  Revenue,  .Id  edit.  ?oL  ii«  p.  126. 
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«d,  that,  whether  we  consider  the  immenae  sums  leried  by 
the  various  taxes, — the  greatness  of  the  public  ezpeoditBi^ 
— the  magnitude  of  the  loans  borrowed,— «r  the  vaiidjif 
new  measures  which  were  brought  forward,    it  is  an  a. 
which  certainly  contains  more  interestingr,   apd  eztraonfaaf 
particulars,  connected  with  questions  of  revenue,  than  m 
occurred  in  the  annals  of  any  other  country,  more  espcdi^ 
during  so  short  a  period ;  and  though,  in  many  respedlM,  ik 
measures  which  the  Minister  proposed  might  be  qoeHioMi 
yet  it  was  impossible  not  to  admire  the  splendid  tdentsfli 
produced  them,  and  the  superior  powers  of  eloquence,  ai 
dexterity  in  debate,  with  which  they  were  defended.   Mr  Fie 
was  thus  enabled  to  overcome  difficulties,  firpm  whidi  atf 
other  men  would  have  shrunk. 

On  two  of  those  subjects,  namely,    «  The  income-tt'  f 
and  <^  The  redemption  of  the  land-tax,"  I  took  an  acdre  pr  f 
in  the  debates  *.     But  the  utmost  ejcertions  of  the  mtf  i 
to  raise  a  revenue,  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  the  W  ; 
would  have  been  in  vain,  had  not  the  bank  restrictiim  ttb  f 
place,  and  the  country  been  thus  fortunately  emanciptfK  ; 
from  the  oppression  of  a  metallic  currency.     The  supnr  : 
value  of  tliat  great  truth  in  politics  was   then  asceittfN^ 
*^  That  though  the  introduction  of  the  precious  metals,  fvt^  '■ 
purposes  of  money,  ought  to  be  considered  as  one  of  dies'  I 
important  steps  towards  the  improvement  of  commerce, » f 
the  arts  of  civilised  life,  (and,  it  should  have  been  added,  toi^  E 
procuring  of  an  immense  revenue),  that  /i^  ever  beenfmnif*-  - 
yet  it  was  no  less  true,  that  with  the  advancement  of  ksi*- 
ledge  and  science,  we  discover,  tliat  it  would  be  another  i»  i 
proveraent,  to  banish  those  metals  again  from  the  en^pbyafl^' 
which^  during  a  less  ejilightened  period^  they  had  been  m  flAf 
tageously  directed  f ,  and  to  substitute  paper  in  their 


*  The  speeches  delivered  on  these  occasions  are  printed  in  the  Hirieiy^'l 
Revenue,  toI.  ii.  -p.  232  and  266. 
f  Ricardo's  Proposals  for  an  E^nomical  and  Secure  Currcncj,  p.  H 
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—THE  CUBBENCY. 


The  PNtablisliinent  of  a  pap?r  circulation  in  England  was 
certainly  one  of  the  iwyst  important  events  recorded  in  history. 
Whi'ii  thai  event  took  place,  in  1797,  the  erisis  of  our  publio 
afKurs  was  u)  the  highest  degree  gloomy  and  nppalling.  'I'hti 
gigantic  confederacy  againot  France  had  crumbled  away.  A 
rebellion,  oi^onized  with  unprecedented  art,  was  bursting  out 
alt  over  Ireland.  The  pride  and  safeguard  of  Great  Britain4 
her  Navy,  was  in  a  state  of  mutiny.  The  metropolis  of  the 
empire  was  blockaded  hy  her  own  fleets  at  sea,  while  the 
seeds  of  sedition  were  industriously  sown  on  shore,  llie 
priee  of  the  funds,  that  great  tiarometer  of  public  credit,  had 
fidlen  below  nil  precedent,  and,  amidst  this  multiplicity  of  ag* 
gmvuted  [)erils,  the  unrivalled  credit  of  the  Bank, of  England 
Was  so  shaken,  that  it  was  compelled  to  implore  protection. 

In  this  disasirmis  dilemma,  necessity  coDstmincd  us  to  try 
an  experiment,  which,  previous  to  this  extraordinary  epochj 
wotdd  have  been  deemed  the  very  climax  of  folly ;  namely,  to 
employ  p^er  money  as  an  universal  medium  of  circulation, 
independent  of  the  precious  metals.  There  was  nothing  to 
aid,  and,  on  the  contrary,  there  were  many  things  likely  It 
frustrate  the  successful  introduction  of  such  a  currency.  But 
no  sooner  had  siiecie  ceased  being  paid  at  tlie  Bank  of  Eng»- 
land,  than  the  nation,  instead  of  hdling  into  utter  rujn.  as  had 
been  confidently  preiUcled,  rose  triLimpiiantly  over  all  its  dH» 
ficulties ;  and  such  a  degree  of  energy  and  strength  was  given 
to  our  productive  powers,  as  enabled  lis  to  tuhsidize  all  the 
nations  of  Europe  at  one  period,  and  to  TrxUl  and  conqutf 
them  at  another.  The  continuance  of  that  system,  with  the 
improvements  of  which  it  wat  suscepdble,  were  alone  requif 
r«d,  to  render  tw  the  greatest  and  happiest  country  that  ever  ■ 
existed.  }  [ 

But  we  are  told  that  the  subject  was  thoroughly  inresti) 
ted  by  resjwclable  and  intelligent  Committees  of  both  Houses, 
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and  ought  now  for  ever  to  be  set  at  rest.     How  can  it  be  ei- 
pected,  however,  that  questions  of  an  abstruse  and  extensTf 
description  will  be  properly  discussed,   consideruig  tke  had 
and  hurried  manner  in  which  the  most  important  inquizks  ut 
usually  carried  on  by  such  committees  ?  Tlie  memben  kfr 
only  a  few  hours  to  spare  in  the  mornings  to  attend  ta  tkm 
TTieir  evenings  are  employed  in  parliamentary  defaatesi  wi 
their  attention  must  frequently  be  directed  to  .a  varietj  i 
other  matters,  both  public  and  private.    Under  these  cire» 
stances,  what  can  be  expected  from  such  committees,  hoiRif! 
desirous  they  may  be  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  their  appointnoti 
but  defective  information  ;  with  this  additional  misfbrtuiie,  tlifi 
the  members  are  too  apt  to  form  decided  opinions  boat  nd 
defective  information,  to  which,  for  the  sake  of  what  is  oM 
political  consistency,  they  afterwards  pertinaciously  adkn: 
Subjects  of  an  abstruse  and  extensive  description  ought  to  k  f 
referred,  if  not  to  a  parliamentary  conunission  constitatedfe  I 
that  special  purpose,  or  to  the  Boards  of  Trade  or  AgriculfiR  f 
(if  the  latter  should  be  again  appointed),  at  least  to  parliiMi'  [ 
tary  committees  to  sit  during  the  recess.    By  suck  meaiUidr 
most  important  political  questions  might  be  thoroughly  ionf* 
tigated.     At  present,  on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  the  it- 
lowing  momentous  points  remain  untouched  : 

1.  The  expenses  of  coinage,  since  the  Revolution,  wiA  i 
with  accumulated  interest,  would  now  amount  to  many  vt  \ 
lions.  By  this  means  the  heavy  charges  of  a  metallic  cnno*  \ 
cy  would  be  proved.  1 

2.  The  pecuniary  advantages  we  have  derived  from  a  p  [ 
per  circulation,  by  taxes  on  bank  notes, — ^borrowing  bp  ' 
sums  from  the  bank  at  low  interest,  &c.     XUs  would  pivn 
the  advantages  of  a  paper  circulation ;  and  would  likeW 
amount  to  many  millions. 

3.  Whether,  by  impoverishing  other  countries,  by  extntf- 
ing  from  them  their  gold  and  silver,  we  do  not  disable  ths 
from  giving  us  fair  prices  for  our  commodities. 


I 


REGARDINO  CURRENCY. 


4.  Whether,  by  establishing  a  paper  circulation,  we  would 
not  derive  advantages  through  tlie  medium  of  tlie  exchange, 
wliieh  ought  to  be  accounted  of  inestimable  value.     And, 

3.  If  the  restoration  of  a  metillic  currency  was  necessary, 
whetlier  it  was  not  e&aential  for  the  public  interest,  that  the 
Standard  price  Hhould  be  increased,  at  least  in  proportion  to 
former  augmentations. 

And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  a  high  price  of 
the  precious  metals,  is  uniformly  attended  with  great  national 
prosperity,  the  prices  of  goods  being  raised,  and  industry  pro- 
moted ;  and  it  is  a  singular  but  most  important  circumstance, 
that  while  we  experience  all  the  good  effects  of  high  prices 
here,  we  can  sell  our  commodities  at  low  prices  on  the  Con- 
tinent, where  the  standard  is  low.  If  foreigners  send  their 
goods  here,  they  must  sell  them  at  liigh  prices  in  our  money, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  quantity  of  precious  metals  they  re- 
<iuire ;  whereas  we  can  afford  to  sell  our  goods  very  cheap 
abroad,  because  prices,  though  low  on  the  Continent,  are 
equivalent  to  high  prices  here,  from  the  amount  of  the  prfr-  ,J 
cious  metals  they  produce.  I 

The  advantages  we  would  derive,  from  being  independent  I 
of  other  nations  for  circulation,  are  perfectly  incalculable.   I 
The  precious  metals  are  necessary  for  foreign  commerce   I 
being  in  aU  countries  considered  the  medium  of  value ;  but 
for  commercial  purposes,  it  is  much  better  to  have  tliem  in 
bidlion  tlian  iu  coin.     For  domestic  circidation,  however,  they 
are  perfectly  useless,  and  even  ruinous ;  for  any  dependenoe 
upon  them,  has  an  evident  tendency  to  render  the  prosperity   I 
of  a  nation  insecure,  and  may  bring  upon  it  the  most  dreait  I 
ful  calamities.     Of  this  we  had  the  most  decisive  evidence  I 
during  the  late  panic.  I 

It  has  been  well  observed,  that  money  Ls  merely  an  affi>i»  j 
of  convention,  whether  it  is  copper,  silver,  gold,  or  paper ;  ) 
and  if  we  despise  those  nations  who  have  not  advanced  from   I 
the  gross  invendoa  of  copper  or  silver  money,  to  the  higher 
improvement  of  gold,  we  cannot  but  Feel  equally  surprised. 
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that  men,  distinguished  for  their  intellect,  and  with  reent 
experience  before  them,  cannot  raise  their  mindB  yet  fifftkcft 
so  as  to  admit  the  still  greater  advance  that  is  made  in  poEti* 
cal  economy,  when  paper  supersedes  g^ld  in  the  drcnlatifli 
of  a  country. 

The  great  objection  to  a  paper  drcnlatimi  is,  the  nk if 
notes  being  issued  in  too  great  abundance,  and  wiiksiita^ 
quate  security.  From  the  very  commencement  of  the  extes- 
sion  of  the  banking  system  in  England,  I  saw  the  nd  ■ 
which  it  was  likely  to  split,  and  strongly  pressed  the  dodaa 
of  limitation  and  security  on  Mr  Pitt,  when  Minister.  Tk 
copy  of  a  communication  which  he  wrote  me  on  that  subpft 
it  may  be  proper  to  subjoin. 

Downing  StrMl,  Mtmdmjf  Bfaidi  8.  ITA   | 

Mr  Pitt  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  John  Sinda  i 
On  the  first  view,  he  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  ideaflf  i 
gested  by  Sir  John  Sinclair,  for  regulating  the  issues  of  ■■  I 
by  bankers,  would  be  attended  with  material  difficulty;  hii- 
the  plan  is  farther  detailed,  he  will  be  glad  to  have  an  off*  | 
tunity  of  considering  it. 

It  was  in  vain  that  a  detailed  plan  was  submitted  t»Tt 
Pitt's  consideration  *.  The  £eict  is,  tliat  the  country,  inpflf  I 
of  circulation,  had  at  that  time  got  into  a  prosperons  tf  \ 
and  no  British  Minister  will  attend  to  any  business  tbt') 
not  forcibly  pressed  on  his  attention.  Mr  Pitt  was  dwids : 
naturally  inclined  to  put  oif  the  evil  day  of  bringing  a  tf»  ] 
tion  forwanl,  which  must  necessarily  have  been  attenddlvii  f 
considerable  difficulty  in  its  arrangement.  Had  it  becstta 
adjusted,  all  the  monetary  difficulties  and  distresses  w«  i* 
since  experienced,  would  probably  have  been  prevented. 

From  the  subjoined  most  important  letter  from  Mr  Bi^ 
do,  it  appears  that  this  great  political  economist  perfecd^^ 

*  It  is  to  be  seen  in  the  History  of  the  Revenue,  3d  edit.  toL  u.  &  SA 
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The  principles  on  wUch  the  commerce  of  litis  CDaohr 
ought  to  l)G  conducted,  is  another  subject,  respecting  viaA 
a  great  difference  of  opinion  now  prevails.  Xhc  old  syiii^ 
under  which  this  nation  flourbhed,  was,  to  t-ncotiratfr  eipatH, 
and  to  discourage  the  importation  from  otlier  nations  of  goods 
with  which  we  could  supply  ourselves.  'jTlie  great  object,  bb- 
der  the  old  system,  was  to  secure  the  home  market  for 
own  people,  and  to  see  that  our  countrymen  -were  fully  «•■ 
ployed,  well  fed,  well  clothed,  well  housed,  and  in  enij 
respect  in  comfortable  circumstances. 

The  fashionable  doctrine  now  contended  for  is,  that  it  isto 
the  interest  of  every  country,  as  of  every  individual,  to  \aj 
at  the  cheapest  market  all  the  goods  it  requires.  Hence  it  it 
contended,  that  every  encouragement  ought  to  be  given  V 
the  importation  of  foreign  goods,  however  degtntctiuf  to  dim» 
tic  industry.  Nay,  the  abettors  of  this  doctrine  go  so  Gtca 
to  assert,  that  the  principles  of  free  trade  ought  not  lo  hrifr 
nounced,  in  respect  of  nations  who  do  not  give  iis  recijm^ 
advantages,  but  should  be  persevered  in,  notwithslanifiif 
their  commercial  hostility.  Such  a  system,  however,  i<  ■ 
contrary  to  all  the  best  feelings  of  human  nature,  that  Im 
astonished  it  should  meet  with  any  countenance  what 
from  persons,  who  are  distinguished  either  for  genennwi 
private  life,  or  by  public  zeal. 

A  nation  is  a  political  community,  where  a  number  of  p*^- 
sons  unite  for  tlteir  mutual  advantage.  Can  any  thing.  tliM 
be  more  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  such  ait  union,  ll 
that  every  individual  in  a  body  thus  constituted,  shonU 
entitled  to  disregard  the  interests  of  those  with  whom  ki 
associated,  and  to  promote  the  uidustry  of  otlier  ci 
inth  wliora  he  is  totaUy  imcoiuiected  ?  If  a  weaver  oi 
maker  can  say,  "  /  will  buy  mij  corn  from  another 
because  it.  if  rlirnptr  :"  the  farmer  is  equally  well  cntitl(4 
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purchasD  his  clothes  and  shoes  from  forei^crs,  if  they  can  be 
had  at  a  lower  price.  The  same  ideas  will  soon  pervade  aU 
thp  other  cLtssei*,  and  the  whole  frame  of  the  society  will  be 
dissolved. 

The  second  principle  on  which  this  system  rests  is,  that 
we  need  not  be  afraid  of  encouraging  importation^  for  that 
goods  of  some  description  or  other  will  be  e-xported  to  same 
foreign  country,  by  which,  indirectly,  they  will  be  paid  for. 

But  little  is  it  considered,  that  foreign  nations  who  send 
goods,  com  in  particular,  for  the  most  part  obtain  immediate 
payment,  and  usually  in  the  precious  metals  at  the  low  stand- 
ard unfortunately  at  present  established  in  this  country ;  or 
if  the  payment  is  made  in  goods,  the  price  b  so  low,  that 
the  manufacturer  cannot  lii'e  with  any  degree  of  comfort  on 
the  wage«  he  receives ;  and  the  payment  is  consequently 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  most  cruel  sacrifices :  hence  the 
alarming  low  prices  at  which  our  exporU  are  estimated  in  the 
Customliouse  accounts.  What  else  could  be  expected  from 
.ajbreed  trade  f 

It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that,  under  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem, we  reached  a  height  unprecedented  in  history ;  and  ha- 
ving prospered  so  much  on  tliat  principle,  the  doetrine  ofjree 
tratk  ought  not  to  have  been  adopted,  "  itnless  other  na- 
tions  HAO    ACnF.tl)   TO   CONCCR  IN  THE   EXPEKIMENT."       A 

free  trade  might  be  well  suited  lo  a  trading  town  like  Ham- 
burgh ;  but  there  is  much  hazard  of  its  proving  injurious,  to 
I  a  great  "  nifrindtural  empirir"  like  *'  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
I,"  which,  although  it  has  likewise  directed  its  attention, 
I  and  with  great  success,  to  manufactures  and  commerce,  yet 
I  derives  its  prosperity  chiefly  from  its  ability  to  supply  itself 
I  with  fowl,  and  other  essential  articles,  Jrom  iti  men  resources. 
I  Indeed,  it  appears  to  me  an  axiom  in  politics,  "  That  do  coun- 
I  Ifj  eftn  be  happy  at  home,  or  powerful  abroad,  unless  it  be  in- 
i  dependent  of  other  countries  for  circulation  and  food." 

It  is  a  great  mLtforluuc  attending  speciilntians  in  political 
I  fjiiestions,  that  after  a  plan  has  been  formed,  with  cvc 
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lihood  of  success,  and  apparently  deduced  firom  the  wp^ht 
prindples,  some  vnexpeeted  eiicomstances  oocnr,  wiiA  iaa^ 
the  whole  system^  and  produce  results^  directly  opposle  to 
those  which  had  been  originally  anticipated.  So  uneotai 
are  the  effects  of  plans  formed  in  the  closet,  that  until  dxr 
have  been  actually  reduced  to  practice,  it  is  quite  impoaU 
to  see  what  may  be  the  result 
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CORRESPONDENCE  AND  REMINISCENCES, 

REGARDING  THE  PUBLICATION  OF  THE  POEMS  OF 
OSSIAN  IN  THE  ORIGINAL. 


Various  circumstances,  which  I  shall  briefly  detail,  con- 
tributed to  impress  me  with  a  thorough  conviction  of  the  au* 
thenticity  of  the  Poems  of  Ossian,  as  being  the  real  produc- 
tions of  a  Celtic  bard,  and  not  &bricated  by  Mr  James' Mao- 
pherson. 

1.  I  knew  Mr  Macpherson  well,  and  we  frequently  dis- 
cussed the  subject  together,  both  at  his  house  in  London,  and 
at  his  villa  in  its  neighbourhood.  He  was  indignant  at  the 
idea  of  having  any  hand  in  an  imposture,  or  at  any  doubt  be- 
ing entertained,  that  the  poems  he  had  published  were  any 
thing  hut^translati(ms  from  genuine  Celtic  poetry ;  and  he  ex- 
plained to  me,  from  time  to  time,  the  steps  he  was  taking,  to 
get  the  poems  published  in  the  language  in  which  they  were 
composed. 

2.  A  gentleman  from  the  Isle  of  Sky,  (Captain  John  Mac- 
donald  of  Brealdsh,)  came  to  reside  on  my  estate  in  Caithness, 
who  was  much  distinguished  for  his  knowledge  of  Gaelic 
poetry,  and  who  had  furnished  Mr  Macpherson  with  several 
ef  the  poems  he  had  translated.  Being  examined  upon  oath 
before  a  magistrate,  on  the  25th  September  1805,  Captain 
Maedonald  declared,  ^^  That  he  was  then  in  the  78th  year  of 
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his  age :  That  when  young  he  could  repeat  a  great  ibhj 
of  Ossian's  poems,  of  different  lengths  and  numbo*  of  yoM) 
which  he  had  learned  from  an  old  man  about  eighty  yontf 
age :  That  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  late  Ifr  Juki 
Macpherson :  That  he  had  met  with  him  at  the  Rev*  Dr  Job 
Macpherson's  house  in  the  Isle  of  Sky  :  T^at  he  had  mf 
many  of  those  poems  to  him^  and  that  Mr  Jamms  Atmfham 
took  them  dawn  as  he  repeated  them.^* 

3.  In  the  upper  parts  of  my  estates  in  Caithnea,  a  neerf 
genuine  Highlanders  had  resided  for  ages.      I  had  reqvalrf 
the  Rev.  Mr  Cameron^  the  clergyman  of  that  district,  to  wai 
me  any  information  he  could  procure  regarding  some  Cdtt 
music,  as  well  as  poetry  to  be  found  in  that  neighbouriiood.  I 
was  difficult  to  get  the  air  I  particularly  wished,  as  it  nrdf 
happened,  that  persons  accustomed  to  note  down  music,  tbW 
those  remote  parts ;  and  though  Mr  Cameron  could  «ng  i^  k 
could  not  put  it  upon  paper.     I  was  at  last,  however,  spft  ^ 
ably  surprised,  by  receiving  a  letter  from  Mr  CameraB,  iid 
Halkirk  in  Caithness,  19th  December  1807,  of  which  dcfr 
lowing  is  an  extract,  in  so  far  as  respects  the  speciiKiit 
Gaelic  music. 


"  The  copy  of  the  poem,  and  the  air  to  which  it  wm  isf 
I  had  more  than  thirty-five  years  ago,  from  one  Muido  B* 
in  Dirlet,  a  man  quite  blind,  deaf,  and  infirm,  from  oldip 
he  being  then,  I  am  persuaded,  about  one  hundred  yeani^ 
He  could  not  tell  his  age,  nor  any  thing  else,  more  espcdJ! 
any  thing  of  recent  date,  so  distinctly,  nor  with  such  pletffl^ 
as  he  repeated  the  poem.  He  was  happy,  at  any  9cai^  \ 
he  got,  to  repeat  it ;  and  never  attempted  to  do  so^  vitM 
an  extraordinary  exertion  to  compose  himself  for  it,  tibC 
great  care,  in  particular,  when  he  began,  to  uncover  hiigfl^ 
bald-shaking  head.  It  diffused  a  glow  of  joy  over  lus  ^ 
frame,  old  and  infirm  as  it  was.  That,  and  some  other  pK^ 
of  an  inferior  character,  were  handed  down  in  his  fiunilji  ^ 
generation  to  generation,  as  a  most  sacred  trust  and  dcpi*- 
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Biid  it  stwitis  to  havt  been  faithfully  and  sacredly  perpetuated 
among  them  all,  till  hi»  own  time,  when  it  was  dropt,  though 
he  hud  children  and  grandchildren  at  his  deatli,  some  of 
whom  are  still  alive.  His  I'atemnster  was  not  more  sacred  in 
his  estimation ;  and  I  am  persuaded  he  could  not  repeat  his 
prayers  with  more  fervour  and  devotion." 

This  is  probably  the  most  ancient  piece  of  music  now  ex- 
tant ;  and  bavinf^  been  the  means  of  rescuing  it  from  obli- 
rion,  I  have  thought  it  right  to  insert  a  copy  of  it  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. It  is  considered,  by  the  ablest  judgef,  to  be  a  most 
beautiful  air ;  and  tlie  conclusions  of  both  sections  are  account- 
ed truly  ancient  and  original.  Every  connoisseur  in  music 
will  at  once  see,  that  the  tune,  troro  its  simplicity,  wildness 
and  pecubar  structure,  must  he  an  ancient  composition.  The 
bass  was  added  to  it  by  Mr  Coni  of  Edinbuj^h. 


It  must  be  admitted,  tliat  the  conduct  of  Mr  Macpherson 
tended  to  render  the  subject  of  the  authenticity  douhtfid  and 
mysterious ;  for  he  struggled  hard  with  his  pride  before  a  re- 

'  gard  for  the  interests  of  truth  induced  him  at  last  to  leave 
behind  him  the  original  Ciaelic  poetry,  expressly  for  the  pur- 
po«e  of  being  published.  Had  he  destroyed  these  manuscripts, 
his  claims  to  be  considered  as  the  original  author  would  have 
received  such  additional  confinnation,  as  would  have  rendered 
it  extremely  dilfitnilt  indeed,  at  the  present  moment,  to  have 

'  reiiited  them.  He  not  only  left  the  manuscripts,  however, 
but  itlso  a  legacy  uf  one  thousand  pounds  to  his  executor,  John 

I  Mackenzie,  Em].  to  defray  die  expense  of  preparing  for  the 
preNH,  and  publishing  the  original  poems. 

I  Mr  Mackenzie  had  many  difficulties  to  encounter  in  car- 

rying through  this  undertaking;  but  he  had  made  the  ne- 

I     cessary  arrangements  with  Messrs  Nicol  ajid  Buhner  as  pub- 

eid  a  proof  of  the  first  sixteen  pages  hod  been  actually 
id  sent  to  him,  when  he  unfortunately  died. 
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As  tUe  publication  of  siti-li  a  wurk  was  not 
the  professioniil  avocations  of  liis  executor,  (Mx  Geoi^  )fap> 
kenzie,  assistant  surgeon  to  tliL'  4'2d  Ke^iment),   he  KtubcJ 
to  put  the  manuscripts  into  the  haiiija  of  the  Secretary  (rflW 
Highland  Society  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  publicatiib 
On  ttte  17th  of  May  1804,  a  Committee  uras  appointed  H 
superintend  the  execution  of  the  work.      Being  appoinM 
Chairman  *,  I  resolved,  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  cany 
it  on  with  enei^.    Many  obstacles,  however,  occurred,  W 
speedy  completion  of  the  work.     It  was  judged  necessary  I 
have,  not  only  the  several  poems,  but  the  arguments, 
fetory  notices  to  each,  translated  into  Latin.     An  emineDt 
tin  and  Gaelic  scholar,  Mr  Robert  Mac&rlan,  was  eii^)ki] 
for  that  purpose ;  but  he  was  accidentally  killed  by  ■■ 
in  one  of  tlie  contested  Middlesex  elections,  and  it  ^ 
extremely  difficult  to  supply  his  place.    Tiie  proo& 
sent  to  Scotland,  to  be  revised  by  some  eminent  Gaelic  Kb» 
lars  there.     Some  time  was  required,  to  enable  me  to  c»- 
plete  the  new  evidence  I  had  fortunately  discovered  in  guppoi 
of  the  authenticity:  and  it  was  not  till  the  year  liS07,  t^ 
the  whole  work,  in  ttree  volumes  lar^e  octavo,  was  puk&b«^ 
There  was  no  literary  undertaking,  fix>m  the  ultimate 
pletion  of  which  1  derived  more  satis&ction.      It  had  betf' 
asserted,  by  the  celebrated  Dr  Samuel  Jolinson,   "  TTial 
poems  of  Ossian  never  existed  in  any  other  form  than 
which  we  had  seen ; — that  the  editor,  or  author,   never 

shew  the  original,  nor  could  it  be  s/ieiPit  by  any  other  ; t 

was  too  long  to  be  remembered : — that  the  Gaelic  langra^ 
formerly  had  notliing  written; — and  that  the  editor,  (M* 
pherson),  had  doubtless  inserted  names  that  circulated  in  pof^ I 
lar  stories,  and  might  have  translated  some  Wanderine 
if  any  could  be  found ;  and  that  the  names,  and  some  of  tk' 

*  The  other  iiiembere  of  the  Committee  were  Sir  Jubn  Maci^cn. 
Sir  John  Macgrogor  Murray,  B>rL  j  Jolin  MiCBrthur,  Esq.  of  Vort  B«", 
FortmiTi  Squire,  (who  took  Ml  active  part  in  Ihe  undertaking);  Ma^ 
Fraser,  Esq.  of  lincolu'i  Itin,  Secretary  of  thu  Society  -  ^a^  ^^  C  ~ 

of  the  Ttrnple,  the  Deputy  Secretnry. 
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bnagea  being  recollected,  make  aii  inaccurate  auditor  imagine, 
by  the  help  of  Cule<loniiiii  bigotry,  tliut  he  had  Fonnerly  heard 
the  whole  '." 

Tliere  cannot  be  a  more  satisfactory  answer  to  such  ground- 
less asserlJoiis,  tliaii  the  fiict,  that  the  Gaelic  originals  are  now 
published ;  and  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  are  best  acquaint- 
ed with  tliat  language,  the  work  not  only  furnishes  complete  in- 
ternal evidence  of  its  own  originality,  but  is  in  fact  greatly  su- 
perior, in  point  of  poetical  merit,  to  the  English  version.  'I"he 
general  question,  therefore,  is  at  length  reduced  to  a  very  nar- 
row compass,  and  may  be  discussed  under  the  following  heads : 

1.  Whether  the  lute  Mr  Macpherson  composed  what  are 
called  the  Poems  of  (Jssian  in  English,  and  then  translated 
them  into  Gaelic  i 

*2.  Whether  the  Gaelic  was  nut  the  original,  and  the  Eng- 
lish a  transhition  'i 

3.  Whether  that  original  is  not  genuine  ancient  poetry  f 

As  to  the  first  point,  it  is  manifestly  unlikely,  that  Mr 
Macphcrson  should  first  have  composed  what  he  calls  the 
Poems  of  Ossian,  in  English,  and  that  though  he  wished 
the  world  sliould  believe  he  was  the  author  of  them,  should 
take  the  trouble  of  translating  them  into  Gaelic;  and  that 
he  afterwards  should  leave  behind  him  a  Gaelic  version  for 
publication,  bequeathing  a  sum  of  money  for  defraying  the 
i-iqiense, 

As  to  the  second  point,  it  will  appear  from  an  impartial 
and  critical  collation  of  the  original  Gaelic  with  die  English 
version,  that  tlie  Gaelic  must  necessarily  have  been  anterior, 
and  that  the  English  translation  by  Macpherson,  liowever 
much  it  has  been  admired,  conveys  in  reality  a  very  fiiinl  and 
imperfect  idea  indeed,  of  the  sin^Iar  merit,  and  peculiar 
beauties,  by  which  the  genuine  poetry  of  the  Celdc  bard  is 
9o  happily  distinguished. 

As  to  the  third  point,  various  circumstances  are  brought 
forward,  to  prove,  that  the  Celtic  tribes  in  general,  were  ad- 

n  Iiln,  cdil.  1798,  p.  f05. 
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lihood  of  success,  and  apparently  deduced  firom  the  Moidat 
principles,  somewuxpededciieumatuuies  oocor,  wbiA  iauft 
the  whole  system,  and  produce  resultSy  directly  oppoole  to 
those  which  had  been  originally  andcipated.  So  nneotoii 
are  the  effects  of  phins  formed  in  the  dosety  that  until  tkr 
have  been  actually  reduced  to  practioe,  it  is  quite  impodUr 
to  see  what  may  be  the  result 
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CORRESPONDENCE  AND  REMINISCENCES, 

REGARDING  THE  PUBLICATION  OF  THE  POEMS  OF 
OSSIAN  IN  THE  ORIGINAL. 


Various  circumstances,  which  I  shall  briefly  detail,  con- 
tributed to  impress  me  with  a  thorough  conviction  of  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  Poems  of  Ossian,  as  being  the  real  produc- 
tions of  a  Celtic  bard,  and  not  fabricated  by  Mr  James' Mac- 
pherson. 

1.  I  knew  Mr  Maepherson  well,  and  we  frequently  dis- 
cussed the  subject  together,  both  at  his  house  in  London,  and 
at  his  villa  in  its  neighbourhood.  He  was  indignant  at  the 
idea  of  having  any  hand  in  an  imposture,  or  at  any  doubt  be- 
ing entertained,  that  the  poems  he  had  published  were  any 
thing  huttranslatioTis  from  genuine  Celtic  poetry ;  and  he  ex- 
plained to  me,  from  time  to  time,  the  steps  he  was  taking,  to 
get  the  poems  published  in  the  language  in  which  they  were 
composed. 

2.  A  gentleman  firom  the  Isle  of  Sky,  (Captain  John  Mac- 
donald  of  Breakish,)  came  to  reside  on  my  estate  in  Caithness, 
who  was  much  distinguished  for  his  knowledge  of  Gaelic 
poetry,  and  who  had  furnished  Mr  Maepherson  with  several 
of  the  poems  he  had  translated.  Being  examined  upon  oath 
before  a  magistrate,  on  the  25th  September  1805,  Captain 
Macdonald  declared,  <<  That  he  was  then  in  the  78th  year  of 
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leader  as  Dr  Samuel  Johnson,  such  was  the  violenee  d 
hostile  torrent,  that  not)iing  but  the  intrinsic  beauties  of  ik 
poetry,  prevented  the  entire  extinction  of  the  work.     Bnia 
the  Continent,  it  was  quite  otherwise,  for  in  France,  GenBa;. 
and  Italy  in  particular,  ample  justice  was  done  to  the 
cendant  beauties  of  the  Celtic  bard.    There  is  none,  hoireiq 
to  whom  Ossian  is  under  higher  ohli^tions,  than  to  the  (d» 
brated  Madame  de  Stacl.     In  her  excellent  work,  '■  ft  h 
Literature,"  she  tlius  expresses  herself:    "  II  existe,  w 
semble,  deux  litteratures  tout-a-fait  distinctes ; — celle  qui  nnl 
da  midi,  et  celle  qui  descend  du  nord ;  ceUe  dont  HoroeK 
la  premiere  source,  ctlle  doiit  Ossian  exl  torit/iiu  ","    She  (^ 
gives  her  ideas  of  the  merits  of  the  latter  poet. 

If  Madame  de  Stael  entertained  so  hi^h  an  opinion  of  di 
beauties  of  Ossian,  in  a  defective  version,  the  only  one  i^ 
therto  much  known,  what  would  she  not  have  felt,  had^ 
perused  it  in  an  able  translation  ?  But  every  exertioa  lU 
now  be  made  by  myself,  and  the  other  admirers  of  Omh« 
to  do  the  Celtic  bard  that  justice,  by  a  new  translatioii, 
will  place  his  name  among  the  proudest  of  those  who  in 
hitherto  adorned  the  fields  of  poetry,  and  reached  its  ki^ 
ranks. 

The  following  two  most  important  propositioiu  shall  ds 
be  established,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt ; 

1 .  That  the  Poems  of  Oasian  are  authentic  ancient  omttf 
And, 

2.  That  in  a  remote  period  of  our  history,  the  moi 
of  Scotland  produced  a  bard,  whose  works  must  render  ti 
name  immortal,  and  whose  genius  has  not  been  surpaMe^i) 
the  efforts  of  any  modern,  or  even  ancient  competitor. 

■  TranstUioD. 
There  exiiU,  «  it  warn  lo  DW,  iwo  distinct  deHriptiona  of  litentiM,  • 
wbich  his  ite  origin  in  ihc  south,  tnd  the  other  in  the  north  ■  «f  rhi  fint.  Bt 
w»  Ibe  »UTCC,  and  at  die  Utter,  Ossian. 
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I  FIND,  in  my  repoeitmies,  letters  from  above  two  hundred 
mtmbers,  who  had  sat  in  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  with 
whom  I  had  corresponded  on  pditical  subjects,  and  none  of 
whom  are  at  this  time  living.  Many  of  them  are  now  forgot- 
ten as  public  men,  and  only  a  small  proportion  of  their  letters 
would  be  ittterestii^  to  the  general  reader.  I  have  selected, 
iMWever,  a  few,  which  seem  to  me  entitled  to  be  preserved, 
either  from  the  characters  of  the  writers,  or  the  circumstances 
to  which  they  refaite. 


I. 
PBEAS. 

1. — HUGH,  SECOND  DUKE  OP  NORTHUMlSERLAND. 

The  late  Duke  of  Northumberland  was  justly  entitled  to 
be  highly  esteemed^  both  as  a  public  and'  a  private  chariicter. 
In  the  subj<Mned  letter,  he  gives  a  very  interesting  description 
flf  his  public  conduct  and  services,  and  the  principles  oli  which 
lie  acted ;  which  seem  to  have  been  ei  a  more  independent  de- 
Mription  than  is  usually  suoc^ssful  aia  ootift« 

y2 
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To  the  RigJu  Honourable  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 

Syon,  1 1th  SeptemlMr  1811 

My  Dear  Sir, 

My  loiig-continued  illness,  and  the  frequendy  repeated  r^ 
lapses  to  which  I  have  been  subject  for  the  last  twelve  montk 
have  prevented  me  from  returning  you  zny  thanks  for  tb 
many  notes,  and  much  information  which  you  have  beenpio- 
sed  to  send  me.     Was  I  younger,  and    in  better  healtii,  I 
should  be  very  aiLxious  to  attempt   several    improvemoe 
which  are  much  wanted,  particularly  upon  our  stock  6nib  c 
Northumberland.     As  it  is,  however,  I  must  leave  ittoIM 
Percy  to  undertake  those  improvements  ;  for,  at  my  time  oftt. 
the  attempt  would  not  be  attended  with  any  lasting  beneb 
I  have,  for  upwards  of  half  a  century,  endeavoured  to  leuk 
my  country  ser\'ice  in  another  line.    The  return  and  rewwll 
have  met  with  for  such  services,  have  certainly  not  beenc 
tlie  most  encouraging  nature  for  others  to  pursue  theaff 
line.     I  have  had  too  much  of  the  old  northern  chiefiabi 
my  disposition  to  become  a  favourite  at  the  Horse  Giaii 
Flattery,  intrigue,  and  duplicity,  I  always  despised.    AIlj* 
I  detested;  and  never  coidd  smile  in  a  man's  face,  wUbl 
meditated  to  do  him  an  injury.     I  am,   therefore,  no  loflf^ 
fitted  for  tlie  present  ago,  and  have  retired  quietly?  to  emfa- 
vour  to  spend  my  latter  days  in  peace  and  comfort. 

You,  Sir  John,  more  fortunate  and  more  active,  are  det^ 
mined,  I  see,  to  serve  your  country,  and  benefit  mankinJ*' 
the  last.  I  congratulate  both  yourself  and  them  upoa  dif 
circumstance,  and  have  pleasure  to  be,  with  high  esteem 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

NoRTHUMBERLAXD. 

I  felt  a  great  desire  to  promote  the  agricultural  \mp0^ 
ment  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  havini?  many  fivii 
in  that  interesting  district;  and  findingr  the  &rmeff  tbo*^ 
most  respectable  and  inteUigent  body  of  men,  I  propcs^^ 
erection  of  an  agricultural  society  in  that  countVf  vA  ^ 
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relied  much  on  the  a^ssistauee  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland 
in  establishing  so  useful  an  institution.  It  appears,  however, 
from  the  subjoined  letter,  that  the  time  at  which  it  was  pro- 
posed did  not  appear  to  the  Duke  so  £Eivourable  as  it  seemed 
to  me ;  and  unfortunately,  when  such  a  proposal  meets  with  a 
check,  it  is  seldom  afterwards  revived  with  much  prospect  of 
success.  I  believe,  indeed,  that  no  such  society  has  ever  since 
been  attempted,  though  it  might  then  have  been  established, 
had  the  Duke  given  it  his  support. 

Syon,  September  7.  1797. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  27lJi  of 
August,  for  which  I  return  you  many  thanks.  I  am  a  great 
friend  to  all  agricultural  improvements,  and  have  always  in- 
tended to  propose  to  the  county  of  Northumberland  the  forma^- 
tion  of  a  society  for  that  purpose,  as  soon  as  ever  peace  shall 
bring  back  again  our  present  absentees  *.  At  present  I  should 
fear,  what,  with  raising  volunteers  and  paying  taxes,  people 
have  very  little  time  for  any  thing  else,  and  less  money  to 
contribute  towards  experiments.  I  approve  much  of  the  idea 
of  encouraging  our  breed  of  sheep,  and  whenever  I  am  ap- 
plied to  by  the  persons  concerned,  will  not  only  subscribe 
with  pleasure,  but  give  an  annual  premium  likewise  for  pro- 
moting their  very  laudable  intentions. 

Having  as  yet  heard  nothing  from  them,  I  took  it  for  grant- 
ed that  the  farmers  wished  to  keep  the  business  entirely 
amongst  their  own  class.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  be.  Dear 
Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

Northumberland. 

Latterly,  the  Duke  became  so  much  of  an  invalid,  that  he 
gave  up  all  connexion  with  public  matters.  In  a  communi- 
cation to  me,  dated  19th  December  1816,  he  informed  me^ 
that  for  the  two  preceding  years  he  had  been  confined  almost 

*  To  bring  back  our  present  absentees,  we  must  look  to  war,  as  the  most  ]ik»- 
ly  means  of  effecting  that  object. 
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eutirely  to  his  room ;  and  that  after  having  devoted  ofuir 
sixty  years  of  his  life  to  the  military  service  of  his  oonlrT. 
he  thought  that  he  liad  some  daim,  to  pass  the  remmaiad 
his  days  in  peace  and  quiet. 


2. — HUGH,  EARL  OF  MARCHMOKT. 

Tliis  noble  Lord  was  one  of  the  most  esteemed  nohkHi 
of  his  time.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Pope,  the  cd^ 
brated  poet,  and  indeed  had  the  honour  of  being  nomint' 
his  executor.  In  the  year  1787,  I  had  formed  a  plaa  tk 
seemed  to  me  an  improvement  on  the  mode  of  elecdovE 
Scotland,  by  rendering  them  more  popukur ;  and  I  thoivkit 
right  to  submit  that  plan  to  the  consideration  of  so  expem 
ced  and  distinguished  a  statesman  as  Lord  Marohmoot  ft 
answer  I  subjoin.  It  is  impossible  not  to  feel  highly  gnl' 
iied  with  the  sentiment  he  expresses, — the  propriety  of  p 
f)er\'ing  the  respectability  of  Scotland. 

Hemtl  Hflmpsted,  S7th  Jum  ITS- 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  favour  of  your  communication  of  tk 
23d  instant.  I  feel  the  honour  of  it  as  a  mark  of  your  f^ 
gard ;  for  you  cannot  but  know,  that  my  opinion  is  of  noes- 
sequence.  Your  attention  to  me  impels  me,  however,  to«- 
quaint  you,  that  during  the  two  periods  of  my  public  (hP 
my  governing  principle  was,  the  preservation  of  that  «^  ; 
tthiUty  of  Scotland,  which  i^^^as  the  foundation  of  the  V^ 
and  of  the  protestaut  succession  of  the  House  of  Hanoveri' 
the  united  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  How  fcr  this  refflrf" 
ability  may  be  affected,  by  diminishing  the  efficacy  of  pei«iC' 
in  elections  in  proportion  as  their  landed  interest  inciei*^^ 
a  considemtion  of  peculiar  importance  to  every  Scotsntf' 
property,  as  perhaps  no  Englishman  since  Lord  Somws^ 
friended  it.    My  experience  proved  to  me,  that  if  this  rr^ 
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ability  were  ktot,  our  eleotions  wooldiiiik  intoiiievetaattMMi 
•kid  our  Unioii  into  a  ampclifcr  at  diecr etioa,  kiottnily  <if  ev<sB 
decent  regard  to  our  country^  but  of  our  share  in  tte  diipMi- 
tion  of  its  Crown.  I  hope  I  have  thus  persuaded  you,  that 
I  am,  with  perfect  regard.  Sir,  yow  moBt  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, 

Marchhont. 

Lord  Maichmoiit  having  fiv«d  to  tbe  admliced  agie  <€ 
eighty^dx,  and  having  preserved  his  strength  and  fiMsidties  tH 
the  last,  (indeed  he  rode  out  only  five  days  before  he  died),  t 
was  desirous  to  ascertain  the  plan  he  porsaed,  and  received 
the  following  information  regaiding  it : 

Lcnrd  Marchmont  said,  that  he  always  lived  as  other  peo{rie 
did ;  but  that  he  had  laid  down,  when  yoimg,  one  maxim,  to 
which  he  rigidly  adhered,  and  to  which  he  attributed  much 
of  his  good  health,  namely,  <^  never  to  mix  u^tne^"  but  to 
restrict  himself  to  one  sort  at  a  time.  For  many  years  he 
took  nothing  but  claret  His  physicians  having  forbid  his  ta- 
king that  wine,  on  account  of  its  acidity,  he  resolved  to  con- 
fine himself  to  Burgundy,  and  took  a  bottle  of  it  every  day  for 
fifteen  years. 

A  variety  of  wines  is  destructive  to  the  stomach ;  and  every 
one  knows,  that  after  having  taken  one  sort,  it  is  impossible 
to  have  the  same  relish  ibr  another,  or  to  derive  the  same 
pleasure  from  taking  it  The  one  taste  destroys  the  effect  of 
the  other.  Taking  a  variety  of  meats  is  injurious,  as  they  are 
digested  at  different  periods ;  and  wine  requires  digestion  as 
well  as  solid  food. 


3. — THE  EARL  OF  ORFORD. 


From  similarity  of  pursuits,    I  had  commenced  a  corre- 
spondence with  George,  Ektfl  of  Orford,  who  had  paid  parti- 
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cular  attention  to  the  improvement  of  wooL  On  tbat  mbjicl 
I  received  two  letters  from  the  noble  Lord,  fiiUy  proring  Ui 
zeal  in  the  cause. 

To  Sir  John  Sindair^  Bari. 

Houghum,  sad  SCiRfa  19IL 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  fiavour  of  your  letter  indoof 
your  last  publication,  which  I  have  gpven  to  be  caiefoUy  pa- 
used by  some  considerable  wool-growers  in  this  neigUsv- 
hood. 

I  am  extremely  happy  to  hear,  that  you  intend  to  hoaov 
me  with  your  company  at  this  place  in  Passion  week,  aiJI 
rem^n,  with  much  truth,  your  most  obedient  and  humUele^ 
vant,  Orfoiol 

His  next  communication  was  as  follows  : 

Enihall,  ISihJuIyJTH 

Sir, 

I  beg  your  acceptance  of  three  fleeces  clipt  firom  my  htf- 
gets  on  a  farm  in  this  neighbourhood,  which  I  have  dirrcttd 
to  Edinburgh.  If  you  choose  to  have  any  tups  of  my  brec^ 
I  can  send  them  to  Leitli  from  Lynn ;  and  I  shall  have  gmi 
pleasure  in  supplying  you. 

I  flatter  myself  with  the  hopes  of  seeing  you  in  this  pvtoc 
the  countr}',  when  you  return  into  the  south ;  and  I  remsBi 
with  great  regard,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Orfobd. 

My  valuable  coadjutor  having  died  soon  after  his  hariv 
sent  me  the  above,  in  the  hurry  of  an  extensive  corresps- 
dence,  I  had  accidentally  addressed  a  letter  to  him,  Teaaasotti- 
ing  to  his  attention  a  person  in  the  agricultural  line,  which  «s 
opened  by  his  successor.  His  polite  acknowledgment  ft  ^ 
I  subjoin,  as  being  an  interesting  communication,  waaM 
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from  the  celebrated  Horace  Walpole,  who  had  then  become 
Earl  of  Qrford. 

Berkdey  Squarai  December  21.  1791. 

Sir, 

By  the  date  of  your  letter,  and  by  the  subject  of  it,  I  per- 
veire  it  was  not  intended  for  me,  but  for  my  nephew,  the  late 
Xiord  Orford,  recently  dead ;  an  error  I  could  not  discover  till 
I  had  opened  it 

I  am  sorry  for  the  person  you  patronise,  Sir,  that  I  am 
^ually  incapable  of  serving  him,  and  of  seconding  your  views 
lor  the  good  of  your  country.  I  am  as  ignorant  of  agricul- 
ture, as  my  nephew  might  be  knowing ;  and  I  am  so  sensible 
•of  my  inexperience,  and  of  being  too  &r  advanced  in  years 
to  learn  any  science  adequately,  that  I  shall  certainly  keep 
ao  land  in  my  own  hands ;  and  my  nephew,  not  having  lived 
long  enough  to  find  his  improvements  increase  his  estate,  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  contract  the  number  of  his  dependents,  in- 
stead of  augmenting  them.  Though  I  opened  by  mistake  a 
letter  not  designed  for  me,  I  thought  this  explanation  due  to 
you.  Sir,  and  especially  that  the  person  who  brought  it  might 
not  lose  his  time. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

Orford. 


I  4. — MARTIN  BLADEN,  LORD  HAWKE. 

I 

'  This  respectable  nobleman  was  as  much  distinguished  by 
his  zeal  for  agriculture,  as  his  father  was  celebrated  for  his  na- 

\  val  victories.     Knowing  well  his  anxiety  to  promote  the  im- 

[  provement  of  the  country,  I  took  an  early  opportunity  of  com- 

I  mnnicating  to  him  my  plan  for  establishing  ^<  A  Board  of 

I  Agriculture,"  in  answer  to  which,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  re- 

I  ceiving  from  him  the  following  letter : 
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Dear  Sir, 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  perusal  of  your  plttif  awl  p» 
fecdy  agree  with  you  in  the  benefits  that  will  result  frm  it 
Agriculture  is  certainly  very  little  understood  at  present;  ot 
at  least,  if  the  principles  may  be  said  to  be  underatoo^  Acjr 
are  very  little  diilused,  and  confined  only  to  a  fev  phm 

A  spirit  of  combination  and  calculatioa  aie  oMire  uvumtf 
than  even  of  industry  and  experiaient.  I  do  not  dunk  Ai 
wc  want  good  principles  of  cultivation  in  this  country.  Wr 
liave  sufficient  industry,  and  rather  too  much  ezpcnMit 
While  we  consider  the  benefit  of  the  introdactiaB  of  mm 
new  grass,  and  contend  whether  a  thick  or  a  tlun  hmd 
sheep  is  most  beneficial  to  the  breeder,  we  neglect  the  «■- 
binations  and  calculations  of  labour; — how  to  perform  the  gic* 
est  quantity  of  work  in  a  fium  with  cattle^  at  the  lent  a- 
pensc ; — how  also  to  clean  com  firom  the  straw,  without  la^ 
and  at  tlie  smallest  cost,  by  means  of  machines  ; — ^how  to  ea- 
struct  stacks  or  ricks  of  com  in  the  most  beneficial  Uttniier^'  I 
how  to  encourage  the  erection  of  Dutch  bams  for  hay  throngk- 
out  the  kingdom ; — how  to  improve  the  hoeing  of  tumipi  kf 
horses,  so  as  to  render  the  cultivation  of  them  more  geDenl;* 
how  to  introduce  more  generally  the  cultivation  of  carrots  tfl 
cabbages  into  the  fields,  in  the  garden  style.  An  atteoooc 
to  all  this  would  considerably  increase  the  real  riches  of  A( 
kingdom ;  and  by  making  every  state  more  productive,  wou 
tend  very  much  to  keep  down  the  price  of  provisions  tft 
render  them  still  reasonable,  notwithstanding  a  great  incro? 
of  population.  Another  great  advantage  wouU  be  derive 
from  your  plan :  Government  would  be  able  to  ascertain  mi 
draw  a  line  between  agriculture  aud  manufiu^ures.  By  giriif 
too  great  an  encouragement  to  tlie  latter,  the  loss  of  httMbi^ 
very  often  severely  felt  by  the  former.  I  am  sure  1  spfl^ 
within  compass,  when  I  say,  tliat  tliroughout  the  nortkfft 
part8  of  the  kingdom,  from  the  want  of  hands  last  yetr  ^ 
their  harvest,  their  loss  must  have  amounted  to  a  sum  vfr> 
little  short  of  five  buiulred  thousand  pounds^  which  is  the  ret- 
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sou  of  the  dearuesa  of  wheat,  and  the  very  hi^h  price  of  bar- 
ley, equal  to  what  )(ood  wheat  sold  for  last  year. 

To  prove  to  you  how  little  we  luiderstand  the  calculation 
of  labour,  turu  your  eyes  as  you  travel  through  the  diiferent 
couiitiof  of  the  kingdom,  and  you  wilt  see,  that  whetlier  the 
soil  be  light  or  adhesive,  or  whatet'er  its  nature  may  be,  every 
county  adopts  one  universal  mode  in  cultivating  the  pronnd; 
— tlie  mnie  kind  of  plough  peculiar  to  the  province,  and  the 
same  ittrength  of  horses  and  men.  Were  your  plan  put  ui 
fxecutioii,  the  best  modes  of  ploughing,  and  of  the  other  things 
which  I  have  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  my  letter,  would 
be  generally  diffused  and  adopted  throughout  Great  Britain. 
I  have  often  thought  of  something  similar  to  your  plan  my- 
self. I  must  confess  1  have  only  been  diverted  from  carrying 
it  into  execution,  by  the  present  troublesome  times,  appre- 
hensive tlut  it  might  appear  as  a  sodety  formed  for  otiier  pur- 
poses than  those  for  which  it  was  intended, — the  real  im- 
provement of  the  agriculture  and  landed  interest  of  Great 
Brituin,  and  an  amusement  for  myself  in  the  pursuit  of  a  fa- 
vourite study.  My  idea  was  to  have  est^lished  a  society  of 
not  more  than  fifty,  nor  of  less  than  forty  membere ;  each  mem- 
ber to  luLve  subwribed  fifty  guineas,  and  when  the  whole 
Hhould  have  been  subscribed,  a  secretary  and  clerks  to  have 
lieeii  rliosen. 

I  Hatter  myself  the  society  would  have  been  attended  with 
much  good,  and  no  detriment  to  the  country.  Certainly,  should 
Government  take  the  idea  up  un  a  liberal  plan,   mucli  good 
will  be  derived  &om  it :  and  though  I  Khould  not  wiKh  to  be- 
long to  it,  yet  1  will  always  be  very  ready  to  communicate 
with  y<m,  and  give  you  any  answers  in  rletHtl,  to  the  best  of 
my  power.     I  have  always  the  honour  lo  remain,  with  much 
4>sterm  and  truth.  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
Hawkc. 
f  onlund  Pl*c«. 
Stt.nil«j,  Aptil  SB.  1703. 

r  declined  belonging  to  the 
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intended  institution,  yet  he  at  last  ag^reed,  and  became  one  of 
the  ablest  and  most  useful  of  its  members. 


5. — WILLIAM,  LORD  AUCKLAND. 

There  were  few  men  in  our  time  possessed  of  more 
able  abilities  for  business  than  the  late  Lord  Auckland.  &■ 
viii^ar  A  ^reat  regard  for  him,  when  he  was  appointed  Ministtr 
to  negociate  a  treaty  of  conunerce  with  France,  I  remhredti 
give  every  assistance  in  my  power,  iii  order  to  enable  him  to 
accomplish  that  object. 

Soon  after  hin  arrivid  in  Paris,  I  received  from  him  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

Hotel  d*£lbeuf,  Rue  de  Vmngdewd,  Vni, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  send  by  this  courier  a  large  packet  under  Lord  Gieimv- 
then's  cover,  directed  to  you.  I  believe  tliat  it  contains  ritbff 
books,  or  some  specimens  sent  from  his  Most  Chnstin 
Majesty's  saltpetre  works. 

I  am  now  beginning  to  feel  myself  arrived  at  this  plicf- 
The  first  three  or  four  weeks  were  a  perpetual  fever  of  busi- 
ness and  ceremonies,  added  to  the  comfortless  circumstance  of 
being  obliged  twice  to  move  a  very  large  family  of  childRft 
who  are  at  lengtli  well  arranged  at  a  g^ood  house.  Under 
these  impediments,  I  have  not  had  time  to  go  fiother  into  pii* 
vate  societies,  than  my  situation  forced  upon  me;  but  I  km 
indirectly^  of  nmny  resppctablc  tnid  jcell'ijifbrmed  Jriendt  wkm 
1/ou  have  in  Paris^  and  shall  be  (/lad,  in  due  titne^  to  make  wm 
irai/  towards  them. 

If  you  have  any  commissions,  be  so  good  as  to  forward  tbe* 
to  me  from  Lord  Caermarthen's  office,  and  I  will  execute  then 
as  well  as  I  can.  I  am,  with  the  highest  esteem  Dear  Sir* 
most  sincerely  yours, 

W31.  EIden. 
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In  a  Bubsequent  letter  he  says,  "  1  return  your  bouk,  witli 
inaiiy  thanks  for  ^1  your  kiiittnesses,  of  which  I  retain  a  cor- 
dial sense.  If  aiiy  tliiiig  occurs  that  I  wnsh  to  trouble  you 
about,  you  shall  hear  from  me.  In  tlie  meantime,  with  wisheti 
for  your  health  and  happiness,  I  remain  very  sincerely  youTV, 
(Signed)  Wm.  Eden. 
PnthSlnM,  Tuad>f. 

The  following  letter  from  Lord  Auckland,  on  the  subject 
of  my  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,  was  extremely  ^tify- 


BMhcnhnm,  Kat,  Jul;  15.  1793. 

Mv  Dear  .Sir, 

1  yesterday  received  your  letter,  and  the  printed  papers 
which  accompanied  it. 

I  shall  have  great  pleiwiiire  in  perusing  the  specimens  of  sta- 
tistical reports.  I  consider  them  an  exhibidng  a  course  nf  in- 
quiry of  great  importance  to  mankind,  when  pursued  with  that 
zeal,  judgment  and  fidelity  which  distinguish  your  undertak- 
ings. If  any  thing  occurs  to  me  respecting  those  reports,  or 
the  other  papers,  which  may  merit  your  regard,  I  will  not  fail 
to  iidcc  a  ndnute  of  it;  and  I  am  willing  to  hope  tluit  we  may 
again  live  to  sec  a  period  of  social  security,  in  which  the  im- 
provements of  agriculture,  and  tlie  arts  of  peace,  may  again  go 
hand  in  hand  witli  tlie  blessings  of  just  subordination,  morality 
and  religion.  In  the  mean  time,  I  admire  the  course  and 
right  principles  which  enable  you  to  go  forward,  as  if  the 
crisis  which  has  lately  menaced  the  overthrow  of  all  civil  insti* 
tudons  were  completely  and  favourably  ended. 

This  being  the  first  summer  that  I  have  passed  in  England'! 
since  the  year  1785,   I  feel  a  strong  attachment  to  my  lawn  1 
and  library ;  but  I  will  avai\  myself  of  any  occasion  to  wait   I 
on  you  when  1  can  go  to  town ;  and  I  should  at  all  times  bo 
happy  to  offer  a  plain  dinner  to  you  on  my  farm.     I  am,  my 
Dear  Sir.  very  faithfully  yonrs, 

ArcKiAMP. 
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6. — chari.es,  lord  COLCmSSTER. 

His  name  wag  Abbot.  Upon  my  oongpmtalattBg  him  mtk 
prospect  of  his  being  elected  S^peaker  of  the  Hoime  of  Com- 
mons, he  said,  ^^  That  is  an  honour  to  which  I  have  no  pie^ 
tension."  *^  You  must  admit,"  I  answered,  ^  that  jmt  hatea 
least  alphabetical  claims  to  the  office/' 

He  was  possessed  of  distinguished  talents,  b«C  was  anb- 
tunately  diminutive  in  person.  Whear  he  brought  ia 
for  ascertaining  the  population  of  the  kingdom,  he 
me,  that  it  was  altogether  owing  to  my  success  in  completiif 
a  sinular  inquiry  in  Scotland  tliat  he  thought  of  it ;  and  tbt 
he  relied  much  on  my  aid  in  carrying  the  aneasofe  thfongL 

Lord  Colchester,  when  Speaker  of  the  House  of  CoonnaK, 
took  an  active  part  in  a  commission  for  earrying  on  mriov 
improvements  in  the  northern  parts  of  Scotland ;  anditva 
greatly  owing  to  his  exertions,  that  the  jdan  was  so  sonca- 
ful.  I  had  occasion  to  draw  up  a  short  accouat  of  those  ■- 
provements,  which  I  sent  to  the  H'Msd  Lord  for  has  reawh 
His  answer  is  subjoined.  ^Ilie  words  he  wished  to  strike  sH 
were  complimentary  to  him,  and  those  I  could  not  dunkrf 
expunging ;  for  he  merited  well  ail  the  encomiums  wW  I 
had  bestowed  upon  him. 


I'Oodon,  ami  Jmamry  Ml 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  33d  instant^  i«ceit«d  tUi 
dtiy ;  and  the  letter  intended  for  Mr  Richman  li»y  beefi  M 
transmitted  to  him. 

In  the  paragraph  proposed  for  insertion  in  your  avb  1 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  strike  out  some  uwrdsj  and  to  itf0< 
some  dates^  which  will  render  the  statement  more  conidetpfv 
your  purpose.     Most  truly  yours, 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Sinckur. 


^. 


WITH  POLITICAL  CHARACTEU8.  351 


7. — LORD  ORIEL. 

The  Right  Honourable  John  Foster,  afterwards  created 
Lord  Oriel^  was  iv  msny  yean  Speaker  of  the  Irish  House 
«f  Commank  He  was  one  oi  the  ablest  Men  that  Ireland 
has  produced,  and  was  greatly  superior  to  the  generality  af  his 
countrymen  in  capacity  for  business.  We  concurred  most 
ooidially  in  speal*  for  agriculture,  and  anxiety  to  promote  its 
interest,  on  which  we  were  convinced  the  prosperity  of  tlie 
emfSare  depended  Having  some  idea  of  visiting  Ireland  in 
1814^  I  had  die  pkasove  of  receiving  the  following  comnni'- 
nication  from  him  respecting  that  excursion : 

ColkHi,  BAurch  la  IQMk 
AIy  DtAR  SlBt 

1  look  foiward  with  gaeat  satiafoction-  to  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  here»  and  hope  that,  as  for  as  you  can^  you  will 
allow  ny  house  to  hvre  the  honour  of  being  your  head-quar- 
ters. 

1  read  with  pleasure  the  pi^er  you  inclosed.  Most  of  its 
contents  agrees  entirely  with  my  sentiments,  which  flatters  me 
much ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  efforts  of  all  the  good 
friends  of  agriculture),  and  the  good  sense  of  the  rest  of  the 
conmiunity,  may  put  our  com  system  again  upon  its  old  prin- 
ci{de8»  and  establish  it  on  a  steady  and  permanent  basis. 

Lady  Howard'a  state  of  healths  prevented!  me  from  attend*- 
mg  the  last  aeanon.  I  have  the  happiness-  of  seeing  it  now  so 
auoh.  better,  that  I  have  strong  hope  of  being  in  my  place 
^§Amn  that  subject  shall  come  forward,  and  giving  it  every  aid 
in  my  power. 

I  send  yon  an  authentic  copy  of  our  last  year's  exports  of 
•am,  meal  and  flour ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that,  with  a  proper 
aecurity  to  our  formers,  and  a  confidence  in  the  permanency 
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of  it,  we  could  send  double  the  quantity  with  ease.     Beliere 
me  ever,  my  Dear  Sir,  most  truly  yours, 

John  Fosteb. 
Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart 

On  his  being  created  a  peer,  I  took  an  early  opportnnityit 
congratulating  him  on  that  event,  and  received,  in  retuni,  de 
following  friendly  reply : 


Collon.  Jan.  3. 1828. 

My  Dear  Sir  John, 

It  is  most  grateful  to  my  feelings  to  be  so  kindly  renai- 
bered  by  you.  Accept  my  best  thanks  for  your  congntnl^ 
tions. 

You  are  a  stout  champion  for  the  agriculture  of  the  ooo- 
try,  and  I  wait  with  impatience  for  a  communication  of  tkv 
measures  which  occur  to  you,  as  a  practicable  system  forie 
storing  its  prosperity.  You  also  must  oblige  me  by  sendbf 
without  delay  a  copy  of  the  tract  you  mention. 

Believe  me  to  be,  with  sincere  respect  and  esteem,  em 
yours  moRt  truly, 

Oriel 


7. — JOHN,  LORD  SOMERVILLE. 

One  of  the  principal  advantages  of  the  establishmeat  flf  > 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  of  the  cattle  shows  which  resahf' 
therefrom,  was,  ^^  Tliat  &rming  became  a  fiishionable  wM- 
ment,  and  that  many  young  men  abandoned  for  it  ereiT 
other  pursuit."  Among  the  most  devoted  to  this  most  10^  « 
ful  occupation,  wns  Jolin  Somerville,  Esq.  who  afterwankso^  ; 
ceeded  to  the  title  and  estates  of  Lord  Somerville  in  Sw*- 
land.  His  favourite  study  \riis  stock  ;  and  in  order  to  obttv 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  hest  forias  of  our  domestic  tfi- 
inaLs,  he  resided  for  some  time  with  a  butcher    that  he  nuskt 
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acquire  all  the  knowledge  whkh  could  be  obtained  iii  that 
branch  of  business.  He  made  a  strong  application  to  me,  U> 
he  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Board  ;  and  though  he 
u-as  ratlier  of  young  standing  in  that  pursuit,  I  agreed  to  in- 
clude him  in  the  original  list.  It  being  resolved  that  we 
should  have  distinct  reports  drawn  up  of  the  several  branches 
of  agriculture,  I  pitched  upon  Lord  Somerville  to  draw  up 
the  chapter  on  live  stock.  To  a  letter  pressing  him  to  complete 
the  undertaking,  I  received  the  following  answer: 

Bath,  December  0.  1791. 
Dear  i^iR, 

I  am  sorry  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  meet  you  in  town 
as  early  as  I  wished,  being  confined  to  these  waters  for 
two  months,  for  tlie  cure  of  a  biliou.s  fever,  which  liad  very 
nearly  sent  me  to  study  sheep  and  bullocks  in  the  next  world, 
an<l  from  whicli  I  am  very  little  recovered  yet.  I  heartily 
hope  I  shall  bo  able  to  lend  my  small  aid  towards  so  excel- 
lent an  undertaking,  as  the  one  in  which  we  are  engaged ; 
and  I  do  not  think  that  any  sort  of  hurry  in  the  arrangement 
of  tiiesc  reports,  would  be  advisable,  for  many  reasons. 
Should  you  be  of  the  same  opinion,  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to 
make  up,  in  diligence,  between  Easter  and  Midsummer,  for 
the  want  of  otlier  qualifications,  more  requisite  perhaps,  but 
of  which  I  never  was  vain  enough  to  think  myself  possessed. 
I  have  sent  for  the  books  you  recommended  ;  but  my  book- 
seller could  only  send  me  the  Complete  Cow  Doctor ;  and  from 
the  little  I  liave  seen,  I  think  it  very  ingenious.  1  have  spared 
neither  piuns  or  expense  to  procure  all  books  on  the  subject  of 
stock  ;  among  others  the  Spanisb  accounts  of  sheep,  and  all 
the  travels  into  Africa,  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  In  both, 
much  may  be  found  worth  attention. 

i  have  received  Billingsley's  Reports,  and  found,  just  m  I 
supposed,  that  in  the  western  division  whore  I  live,  and  where 
farming  is  carried  to  groat  perfection,  he  has  been  short  in 
his  accounts,  being  a  stranger  to  that  part  of  Somorselshiie. 

VOL.   I.  z 
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Indeed,  he  told  me  as  much  in  his  letter*  I  asBured  him  1 
would  get  it  done  justice  to,  in  the  marginal  observatioiis 
which  will  come  to  the  same  thing.  I  have  sent  some  co- 
pies down  for  that  purpose.  I  found  more  difficulty  in  gel- 
ting  the  £Eurmers  to  make  observations  than  I  at  first  ezped- 
ed.  Perhaps  you  have  heard  the  same  things*  I  sent  ti» 
reports  to  Mr  Westear,  the  famous  grazier ;  and  though  k 
promised  me,  in  the  summer,  to  assist  us,  he  is  afinid  noVi 
and  begs  to  be  off  saying  any  thing. 

There  is  a  Mr  Letchemere  of  Herefordshire,  who  hasenr 
been  famous  as  a  breeder  and  grazier.     He  is  a  gentknuBcf 
large  fortune,  and  ever  was  an  admirer  of  g^cMid  stodc    Fnb 
him,  I  think,  you  can  expect  the  best  assistance.     I  kpe 
Mr  Frazer,  or  some  other  person,  has  surveyed  the  NarA  if 
Devon  ;  for  in  his  report  not  a  syllable  is  said  in  it  on  the  bftel 
of  the  famous  red  cattle ;  and  unless  there  is  something  tui 
I  cannot  get  any  comments  from  the  fisirmers  on  the  subject 
Many  are  ready  to  make  their  observations  in  that  nei^iboff- 
hood ;  but  there  can  be  no  superstructure  mrithout  a  foanii- 
tion.     The  same  observation  holds  good  in   the  Buckii^fas 
survey  on  the  subject  of  grazing.     I  should  thank  you  tot 
much  for  some  information  on  this  head,  as  well  as  to  tk 
time  you  expect  the  greater  part  of  the  observations  b  ^ 
reports,  and  when  you  think  it  probable  the  whole  may  k 
completed.     I  expect  to  hear  from  you  in  a  few  days;  tf' 
am,  with  great  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  yours, 

J.   SOMERVIUX 

Lord  Somerville  was  afterwards  prevailed  upon,  but  wi; 
reluctantly,  to  appear  as  a  candidate  to  deprive  me  of  nys- 
tuation  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  Hen^ 
informed,  that  if  he  did  not  come  forward,  some  other  Gat 
date  would  be  found,  or  that  the  Board  would  be  aboUsb'- 
I  felt  no  resentment  against  him,  on  account  of  his  coodnctii 
that  matter ;  and  after  his  election,  we  remained  on  as  &«■'' 
ly  terms  as  before. 
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COUMONERS. 

I. — EDWARD  LOVEDEN  LOVEDEJJ,  ESQ.  M.  P. 
With  ■  proor,  tlul  uifling  ctcnu  11M7  prnJuci-  tlw  tomi  imporuii 


It  has  ofton  been  remarked,  that  the  greatest  events  are 
often  produced  by  very  insi^ifiomt  causes.  Of  this  it  very 
Btrikio^  instance  occurred,  connected  with  the  late  King's 
first  illness,  wliich  I  shall  endeavour  briefly  to  relate. 

It  was  on  the  'iOth  of  November  1788,  that  a  notification 
was  made  to  botli  Houses  of  Parliament,  that  his  late  Majesty, 
{Geoi^  tlie  Third),  was  no  longer  competent  to  perform  the 
functions  of  tlie  royal  office  ;  and  his  incapacity  was  fully  es- 
tablised  by  the  examinations  of  his  Majesty's  medical  attend- 
ants, before  committees  of  both  Houses.  After  considerable 
delays,  in  consequence  of  a  claim  which  had  been  maintain- 
ed in  both  Houses,  that  the  Priiice  of  Wales  n-as  entitled  to 
assume  the  Regency,  both  Houses  at  last  declared  the  King's 
incapacity.  Mr  Pitt,  the  Minister,  then  gave  notice,  tliat  he 
would  propose  his  plan  of  a  Hegencv  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  6th  of  January  next,  (1789.)  The  particulars 
having  been  so  often  fully  de!)ated  in  both  Houses,  it  was  not 
supposed  that  the  bill  would  occasion  much  discussion.  It 
waa  calculated  lliat  it  would  pass  in  less  than  a  fortnight,  (the 
bill,  indeed,  aftem'ardB  remained  only  six  days  in  the  House 
of  Commons) ;  and  that,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  King's  au- 
thority would  be  abrogated. 

Aliout  this  time,  in  conjunction  with  Lord  Moira,  1  had 
farmed  a  political  parly  of  respectable  members  of  both  Houses, 
with  a  view  of  promoting  some  ptiblic  objects,  which  we  h»d 
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in  coQteraplation.  Among  those  who  joiued  us  was  Mr 
LovedeD,  member  for  Abingdon  in  Berkshire,  who  was  coo- 
Hidered  a  highly  respectable  country  gentleman,  and  whu 
liaving  occasionally  stated  his  sentiments  to  the  House  ini 
manly  and  spirited  manner,  had  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  Idiil 
of  leader  among  liis  own  class. 

This  party  happened  to  dine  together  on  the  5th  of  Jul- 
ary,  the  day  before  Mr  Pitt's  intended  motion ;  and  Ut 
Loveden,  who  had  arrived  in  London  only  that  mumin^,  it 
tended  at  dinner,  and  by  accident  sat  at  table  next  to  m; 
We  of  course  discussed  the  great  subject  which  then  engrav- 
ed all  public  attention,  when  he  told  me,  *'  That  his  fnatk 
in  Berkshire  were  greatly  tlissatisfied  with  the  proceedii^il 
Parliament,  and  wished  much  for  another  examination  of  it 
physiciims  regarding  the  state  of  tlie  Kijig's  health."  Ht' 
added,  "  that  if  I  would  second  the  motion,  be  would  lOH^ 
next  day,  for  another  examination." 

The  least  difficulty  on  my  part  would  have  prevented  Al 
motion ;  but  as  the  nation  had  not  suffered  fnun  the  ddip 
that  Imd  already  taken  place,  it  appeared  to  me,  thatiwdr> 
triment  was  likely  to  arise  from  a  short  addicicmal  delay.  1 
therefore  encouraged  him  to  make  the  motioii,  and  agreed 
second  it, 

When  Mr  Pitt  therefore  rose  on  the  day  after,  to  nrepi 
his  phui  of  a  Regency,  Mr  Loveden  moved  that  the  pfc* 
cians  should  be  again  examined,  on  the  gfroiind,  "  that  it 
intended  limitations  would  necessarily  Iiave  a  reference  tedi 
state  of  his  Majesty's  health,  and  that  several  weeks  bad 
since  that  Imd  been  ascertained,  which  rendered  a  oe 
minatiott  necessary,  before  proceeding  any  farther  in 
mentous  a  question.  After  much  discussion,  a  »ew  CMO^ 
tee  was  actually  appointed.  Their  report  was  made  «i  ik 
13th  of  January,  and  on  the  16th  it  was  appointed  to 
taken  into  consideration.  A  delay  of  eleven  days  in  tke 
gress  of  the  business  was  thus  obtained  ;  and  though  Mr 
explained  to  the  House  his  plan  on  the  I6ib  of  Janun.i' 
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was  not  till  tlie  6th  of  Febraary  that  the  Kcgency  bill  was 
brought  in.  t)ii  the  l*2th  of  February,  however,  it  was  car- 
ried to  the  Hoaw  of  Lords,  and  read  a  secnnd  time  H-ithout 
opposition.  But  before  the  bill  had  made  any  fiirther  pro- 
gress, the  necessity  of  appointing  a  Re^rency  was  put  alt  end 
to  by  the  King's  recovery.  There  is  every  reason,  however, 
to  believe,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  delay  of  eleven  days 
occasioned  by  Mr  Loveden's  motion,  tlie  llegency  bill  would 
bare  paitsed.  The  delay  was  of  more  importance  than  is  ge- 
nerally known,  the  King  having  afteraTtrds  declared,  that  if 
he  had  been  found  inca^xdile  of  exercising  the  royal  functions, 
by  n  solemn  act  of  ttie  Legislatnre,  no  earthly  consideration 
would  ever  have  induced  him  to  have  resumed  them,  from  a 
drcfui  that  his  c^omplaints  might  return,  which  the  labour  and 
vexation  attending  public  business  was  likely  to  promote. 
The  fwwcr  of  Mr  Fox  and  his  party  would  tien  have  been 
permanently  established ;  and  all  those  momentous  events, 
which  depended  so  much  on  Mr  Pitt  continuing  in  power, 
would  have  taken  a  quite  different  turn. 

From  a  great  number  of  letters  received  from  this  friendly 
correspondent,  1  have  selected  the  following  spedmen,  as  it 
OHitains  a  short  statement  of  Franklin's  defence  of  agrinil- 
lure,  which  cannot  be  too  well  known  : 


DuKot  Firk,  3d  March  1807. 

My  Dear  Sir  John, 
As  soon  as  your  wish  for  Mavor  to  see  your  Code  of  Agri- 
culture  was  made  known  to  me,  I  sent  the  different  parts  to 
Woodstock,  but  have  not  heard  from  him  since.  He  may  pro- 
bably be  here  at  or  before  Easter.  Could  you  contrive  to 
meet  him  ?  Wlieat  is  much  improved  in  appearance,  but  we 
want  dry  weatlier  for  bean  setting.  I  have  been  amused  lately 
by  reading  Dr  Franklin's  works.  He  says  there  seem  to  be 
but  three  ways  by  which  wealth  can  be  acquired  by  a  nation. 
The  first  by  war,  as  the  Romans  did,  by  plundering  their  con- 
quered neighbours.     This  is  robbery.     The  second  by  com- 
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merce,  whicli  is  generally  cboadng.  Tbe  tUrd  by  agricnltnn, 
the  only  honest  way,  for  man  thus  receives  a  real  increase  of  like 
seed  thrown  into  the  ground,  by  a  kind  of  continued  uaadt, 
wrought  by  the  hand  of  God  in  his  titvour,  as  a  rewardfbr  Iti 
innocent  life  and  hi»  virtuous  industry.  He  -who  puis  asoJ 
into  the  earth  is  recompensed  perhaps  by  receiving  forty  «S 
of  it ;  and  he  who  draws  a  fish  out  of  the  water  draws  upl 
piece  of  «lver.  If  you  will  look  into  Evelyu's  Silva,  4lo  ediL 
published  by  Hunter,  you  will  find,  page  230,  some  ctuiou 
observations  on  the  foliation  of  trees,  and  Linmeus'  exhortk- 
tjon  to  his  countrymen  carefully  to  attend  thereto,  that  tk 
husbandman  may  watch  the  proper  time  for  sowing. 

There  is  a  general  complaint  among  the  dairymen  that  thtj 
cannot  sell  their  cheese.      The  country  factors  are  in  a  o» 
spiracy  together,  and  will  not  give  more  than  36s,  per  cwui 
that  called  in  London  single  Gloucester ;  and  yet  I  ob 
in  the  Fanner's  Journal,  the  price  of  such  stated  at  56s.  to  I 
Pray  thank  your  son  for  his  kind  letter  to  me,  and  prcaent ; 
daughter's  acknowledgments  for  his  fraak  attenti* 
thing  very  dull  in  the  country.     No  money  to 
we  continue  to  keep  the  poor  at  work.     I  hope 
daughter  and  her  mother  sire  doing  well. 
Sir  John,  truly  yours, 

E.    L.    LoVKDES. 


2. — GEORGE  DEMPSTEK,  ESg.  OF  DUNNICHEN,  M.  P. 

I  did  not  know,  in  all  my  long  experience,  any  character  bin'' i 
truly  respectable,  than  the  late  George  Dempster.  Hf  V 
an  excellent  scholar, — well  acquninted  with  several  iBipf- 
tant  modem  languages,  —  conversant  in  all  the  principl 
branches  of  useful  science, — and,  to  crown  the  whole,  he  i» 
justly  entitled  to  be  considered  both  an  accomplished  eeatlf 
man,  and  a  benevolent  man.  He  had  a  peculiar  felidly  d* 
expressing  his  thoughts  in  writing ;  and  when  gpcakinz  * 
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aiiy  interesting  subject,  hi»i  manner,  tone  of  voice,  fervour, 
sincerity,  and  the  candour  widi  wliicli  he  seemed  to  be  ani- 
mated, o[)erated  like  a  charm,  and  gained  on  every  heart. 
He  spoke  without  the  least  premeditation,  and  was  always 
listened  to  with  attention  and  delight. 

In  many  questions,  lie  differed  from  the  {larty  to  which  he 
was  firmly  and  honourably  attached  :  but  as  it  was  well 
known,  that  the  strongest  inducements  could  not  warp  his 
integrity,  he  obtained,  what  was  the  height  of  his  ambition, 
and  his  best  reward,  the  general  esteem  of  the  House,  of 
which  he  was  so  great  an  ornament. 

He  died  in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  his  friends 
had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  no  man  in  hiii  time  had 
left  the  world  more  generally  applauded,  or  more  deservedly 
admired. 

Our  <iorrespondence  tt^ether  was  so  frequent,  that  a  single 
volume  would  scarcely  contain  it;  and  it  would  not  be  easy, 
among  such  a  number  of  epistles,  to  select  tlie  best :  but 
tliere  ts  one  which  I  think  well  entitled  to  peculiar  attention. 
I  happened  to  wTite  Mr  Dempster  a  letter,  in  which  it  was 
stated,  that  among  the  many  services  which  he  hail  perform- 
ed to  Scotlajid,  there  were  two  that  seemed  to  me  peculiarly 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country.  One  of  these  was, 
bis  having  introduced  into  Scotland  the  plan  of  sending  fish 
to  London  in  ice ;  and  the  other  n'as,  )us  havuig  been  the 
means  of  establishing  the  cotton  manufacture  in  the  west  of 
Scotland,  with  all  the  improvements  which  the  celebrated 
Arkwright  liad  discovered.  1  wished  him,  therefore,  to  send 
me  the  particulars  of  both  these  eventii,  that  if  I  survived  him, 
I  might  have  the  satisfaction  of  communicating  them  to  the 
public.  As  this  has  proved  to  be  the  case,  I  have  now  the 
pleasure  of  laying  before  the  reader,  the  letter  which  Mr 
Dempster  wrote  me,  in  compliance  with  that  request. 
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Dunnicfacn,  Forfar,  2la  Jmsi 

My  Dear  Sir  John, 
Vou  desire  to  know  the  history  of  fish  being  carried  to  L» 
don  in  ice.  I  sit  down  with  great  pleasure  to  give  it  vmi 
that  it  may  be  autlienlically  known  to  wliom  our  counny  > 
indebted  for  that  branch  of  commerce.  Mr  Richardson  of  Pi- 
four  inserted  a  letter  on  that  subject  in  the  newspapeis,  wUA 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Scotch  Alagazine,  17M 
p.  656)  which  contains  some  information  concerning  it.  Ba 
I  am  able  to  give  you  some  particulars  of  an  earlier  ^tc,  kf 
which  this  discovery  will  be  found,  like  many  others  c4  wm 
importance,  to  have  been  very  accidental.  One  day,  JM 
the  year  1784  or  1785,  Mr  Alexander  Dalrymple,  a  &ilW 
servant  to  the  East  India  Company,  and  I,  were  shewn  iik 
one  of  the  waiting  rooms  at  the  East  India  House,  Lends- 
hall  Street.  During  our  attendance  there,  among  otka  » 
teresting  matters  respecting  his  voyages,  Mr  JDahyiople  tiii 
me  the  coasts  of  China  abounded  with  snow  houses :  "D* 
the  fishersof  China  carried  snow  in  their  boats,  and  byiMW 
thereof,  were  able,  in  the  heat  of  summer,  to  convey  frtsk  M 
tish  into  the  very  interior  parts  of  Cliina.  I  took  pea  wi 
ink,  and  on  the  spot  wrote  an  account  of  this  cmvemtinlt 
Mr  Richardson,  who,  as  well  as  others,  has  been  in  the  pv 
tjce,  ever  since,  of  conveying  salmon  in  ice  from  the  liw 
Tay  to  London,  and  from  Aberdeen,  Montroee,  and  luv- 
ness,  voyages  of  5,  6,  and  700  miles.  In  Mr  Richank«l 
found  a  very  grateful  correspondent ;  for  soon  afterwanb  I 
received,  on  a  new-year'»  day,  a  letter  from  him,  contsiiuf 
a  draft  on  his  banker  for  L.200,  to  purchase  a  piece  of  pkB 
for  Mrs  Dempster,  and  every  year  since  the  discovery,  * 
of  the  finest  Tay  salmon  is  conveyed  to  me  monthly,  aud  fa* 
from  all  expense,  by  that  gentleman's  order,  during  the  vltdi 
fishing  season.  This  accident  also,  enabled  me  to  repay,  i^ 
acts  of  kindness  which  1  had  received,  during  my  ptditiaJ  » 
reer,  from  him  and  his  connections  in  the  town  of  Perth,  ui 
laid  the  foundation  of  an  intimacy  with  liim,  wbidi  wfllfl^ 
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Gist  durinij;  our  lives ;  so  that,  of  all  wlio  hare  profited  by  this 
lucrative  branch  of  trade,  my  profits  have  been  the  surest,  and 
of  the  most  valimble  kind. 

Vou  likewise  wish  to  know  the  circumstances,  of  the  bring- 
ing of  the  spinning  of  cotton  by  mills,  according  to  Sir  Rich- 
srd  Arkwright's  method,  into  our  part  of  the  Idngdom.  I 
cannot  trace  that  businesH  to  its  very  source,  for  cotton  was 
■pun  by  mills  at  Peniiycuik  in  Mid  Lothian,  and  in  the  Isle 
of  Bute,  before  ever  I  had  heard  of  such  an  invention.  But 
as  I  had  some  concern  in  engaging  Sir  Kicliard  to  instruct 
some  of  our  countrymen  in  the  art,  and  also  to  take  a  share 
in  the  great  cotton-miila  of  l^uiark  and  Stanley,  it  may 
not  prove  uncntertaining  to  one  of  your  turn  for  statistical 
inquiries,  to  meutinn  a  few  |)articulars  to  you ;  more  espe- 
cially as  mere  accident  occasioned  my  having  any  concern  in 
that  matter. 

Ever  since  the  tax  on  post-horses,  it  had  been  my  custom, 
to  perform  my  journeys  to  and  from  Parliament,  with  my  own 
carriage  and  horses,  making  time,  as  other  mechaniciiins  do, 
supply  my  want  of  pecuniary  power.  To  arouse  my  wife 
and  myself,  and  to  rest  my  horses,  I  generally  lialted  n  few 
days  at  the  different  watering  places  by  the  way ;  and  in  the 
year,  1  tliink,  1796,  being  particularly  captivated  with  the 
romantic  scenery  of  Matlock,  we  staid  a  week  or  ten  days 
there.  In  tlie  course  of  a  forenoon's  ride,  I  discovered,  in  a 
romantic  valley,  a  palace  of  a  moaC  enormous  size,  having,  at 
least,  a  score  of  windouii  of  a  row,  and  five  or  sLi  stories  in 
height.  This  was  Sir  Richard  Arkn-right's  (then  Mr  Ark- 
wiiglu)  cotton-mills.  One  of  our  mess-mates  being  known 
to  tlie  owner,  obtained  his  permission  to  see  this  stupendous 
work.  After  admiring  every  thing  I  saw,  I  rode  up  to  Mr 
Arkwrigbt's  house, — knocked  at  the  door.  He  answered  it 
himself,  and  told  me  who  he  was.  I  said  my  curiosity  could 
not  be  fully  gratified,  without  seeing  the  head  from  whence 
the  mill  had  sprung.  Some  business  brought  him  soon  after 
to  London.     He  conceived  1  had  been  useful  to  him ;  and 


363  XII.  COUUesPONDENCE   WITH 

offered  to  assist  me  ia  estabUithing  a  cotton-mill  in  Scotiand, 
by  holding  a  share  of  one,  and  instructiiig  the  people.    Pn- 
vate  business  carried  him  the  following  summer  to  ScotlaiuL 
where  he  visited  Perth,  Glasgow  and  Lanark,  and,  I  beline, 
Stanley,  for  I  vms  not  then  in  Scotland.      Mr  Dale  and  1 
became  partners  in  mills  to  be  erected  at  Lanark.     A  cob- 
pony  of  five  or  six  Perth  gentlemen,  he  and  I,  entered  tntt    i 
partnership  in  mills  to  be  built   at   Stanley  in    PertbitiiiT. 
Some  misunderstanding  happening  between  him  and  Mr  Dab. 
which  tliey  submitted  to  me,  1  met  them  both  at  Sir  Rict   | 
ard's  house  at  Cromford,  in  December  1786.      Each  genlif 
man  offering  to  take  the  whole  concern,  and  to  take  myslun 
also,  1  awarded  the  whole  to  Mr  Dale,  as  bein^  most  conn-    I 
nient  for  him  to  manuge.     Mr  Dale  thinking,   I  had  waii 
him  a  valuable  gift  of  my  share,  offered  me  L.IOOO  Steriit?.   I 
by  way  of  equivalent  for  it ;  but  I  wn.s  too  glad  to  he  rid  iJ 
so  extonsive  a  concern  to  accept  of  any  compensation  f«  t- 
Sir  Richard  instructed  Mr  Dale's  artists  and  young  childm 
gratis,  as  he  also  did  those  sent  from  Stanley.     From  d» 
last  concern  1  never  was  able  to  extricate  myself  althonghi 
was  my  intention  so  to  do,  as  soon  as  it  should  become  poA*] 
able  to  the  adventurers,     Mr  Arkwright  resigned.    Tbe««< 
surprised  us  just  when  we  were  beginning  to   reap  tie  pofcc 
of  our  labours.     The  price  of  cotton  rose,  the  value  of 
yarn  fell,  and  considerable  loss  was  inciured.      In  lh« 
1799  the  company  was  di&solved,  and  those  admiiable 
are  now  on  sale.     In  the  meantime,  the  weaving  and  pi 
of  every  species  of  cotton-cloth,  took  deep  root  in 
Paisley,   Perth,  and  other  places  in  .Scotland.      You  may  I 
informed,  from  Mr  Dale,  of  its  extent  and  progress;  f<x 
only  know,  in  general,  that  the  manufacture    uf  routliA 
flowered   and  plain,   of  long-cloths,   resembling^  linen,  irf 
coarse  cloth  for  printing,  have  all  been  brought  to  great  jWJ 
fection,  and  continue  to  be  a  valuable  and  exteosire 
of  employment  and  riches  to  onr  manufacturers. 

1  mentioned,  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  that  I  am  not  M^i 
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a  bad  hand  for  subscriliing  myself  to  puliUc  works,  but,  if  pos- 
s!blp,  still  a  worse  solloitor  of  aubsi-ripUons.  From  the  firat 
institution  of  the  Fishery  Society,  to  thia  day,  I  never  asked 
any  body  to  subscribe  or  become  adventurers  in  that  society. 
Your  planting  project  ought  to  be  for  60  or  100  years. 
Every  solid  foot  of  wood  that  stands  till  that  time  will  be 
worth  one  shilling.  Fifty  trees  per  acre  at  least  may  stand  till 
that  age,  and  each  contain  at  least  fifty  solid  feet  of  timber. 
This,  besides  all  the  intermediate  pro^  from  thinning  of  less 
age,  would  yield  the  company  £.150  per  acre,  for  what  may 
be  planted  by  contract  for  £.4  or  £.3.  With  every  good 
wish  for  success  to  the  plough,  I  remain,  with  sincerity  and 
attachment,  my  Dear  Sir  John,  yours,  &c. 

George  Dempster. 

I  shall  only  add,  tliat  next  to  the  pleasure  of  doing  good 
one's  self,  nothing  can  be  more  gratifying,  than  to  do  justice 
to  the  benevolent  and  public-spirited  actions  of  others. 


3. — SIR  GEORGE  SHUCKBURGH  EVELVN,  BART.  M.  P. 


Among  tlie  members  of  the  House  who  were  included  in 
the  class  of  country  gentlemen,  there  was  none  more  respect- 
ed than  Sir  George  .Shuckburgh  Evelyn.  We  lived  on  such 
friendly  terms,  tliat  on  his  death  I  was  presented  with  a 
mourning  ring.  In  returning  my  thanks  to  his  daughter,  for 
so  obliging  a  mark  of  her  attention,  I  stated,  "  that  I  cond- 
dered  Sir  Georfje  to  be  one  of  the  worthiest  and  most  respect- 
able characters  of  my  political  acquaintance,  and  that  I  re- 
gretted his  death,  not  only  as  a  loss  to  his  family  and  friends, 

it  to  hb  country ;  for,  that  so  truly  an  independent  member 
V  4f  IWliament  was  rarely  to  be  met  with  iii  these  times." 

The  following  communication  proves  the  friendly  terms  on 
wliich  we  corresponded  together: 
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Mt  Dear  Sir,  f 

I  thank  you  kindly  for  your  obliging  letter,  aoooiii{MDiMd 
by  the  printed  account  of  the  improvementB  in  CaithiieK.  I 
can  only  say,  <'  Go  on  and  prosper." 

*'  Macte  nova  Tiitute^  Puer,  et  te  quoqne 
*'  ToUere  humo,  Tictorque  Yirikm  ▼olitare  per 


You  will  do  more  to  improve  the  interior  of  this  Idi^idflk 
than  all  the  herd  of  politidans  have  done  for  these  fifty  y en 
With  respect  to  the  great  measure  of  peace,  I  oonsiderit 
as  the  salvation  of  this  country,  and  a  bleamng  to  the  ham 
race. 

Of  the  terms,  people  entertain  different  opiniona.  Thebik' 
jections  appear  to  me  to  flow  from  corrupt  motives  of  exoaci 
interest,  or  mortified  ambition.  i 

What  has  hitherto  passed  in  Parliament,  you  will  kearht-  ' 
ter  from  the  papers  than  from  my  relation.  AVyndhammif  ; 
a  strange  speech,  Burke  all  over,  and  in  his  worst  manner. 

Rumours  are  many  and  various,  respecting  the  present  i^  ' 
ministration  and  its  permanence,  and  of  divers  opponeoii}  [ 
which  I  do  not  believe  are  true.     It  has  even  been  said,  ^ 
a  great  person  secretly  disapproves  the  peace.     A  dissolutifli 
of  Parliament  is  likewise  talked  of  soon  after  Christmas.   Bb^ 
all  this  I  send  you  as  mere  rumour. 

I  wish  I  could  tell  you  that  my  health  was  better  tka  ( 
when  I  saw  you ;  but  I  have  discovered  it  answers  no  pv- 
pose  to  complain.     I  came  to  town  to  attend  the  xneetixf  ^  [ 
Parliament     The  articles  are  to  be  discussed  on  Toesdif  *  ; 
and  afiber  that  I  propose  returning  into  Sussex.     In  the 
time,  I  am,  my  Dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  &ithful  friend, 

G.  Shuckburgh  EvELTi;. 

Oct.  31.  1801, 
Park  Street,  Westminster. 


I 
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4. — 81H  JOHN  MACPHEBSON,  BART.  H.  P. 

There  was  no  individiml  wlio  more  zealously  encouraged 
roe,  to  persevere  in  the  laborious  pursuits  1  bad  undertaken, 
than  Sir  Johu  Macpherson.  By  hii^  merit,  he  had  raised 
himself  high  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  and 
for  a  short  period  filled  the  important  office  of  (iuvernor  of 
BeDg;al.  On  his  return  to  Europe,  he  visited  the  principal 
courts  on  the  Continent,  and  for  some  time  was  much  in  the 
confidence  of  his  Koyal  Hifthness  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The 
ardour  of  his  friendship  towards  me  is  strongly  proved  by  the 
following  eommuiii cation  : 

Fum,  Dur  Tunbridge  Wdlt,  June  87.  ISOT. 

Dear  Siit  John, 

I  u-ns  truly  happy  to  hear  of  your  being  returned  by  your 
native  county  to  Parliament.  That  county  of  the  Catti  knows 
how  to  respect  itself.  Have  you  heard  from  my  fovouiite 
youtli?  and  has  he  seen  my  favourite  Archduke? 

You  will  be  now  all  debaters  in  St  Steplien's  shop,  and  for 
the  public  good  ;  yet  Europe  can  never  have  regt  or  prosperity 
till  she  returns  to  OVB  armed  nrutrnlih/ pari/k  jAan,  circulated 
in  French  and  EngU)(li  in  March  1797. 

Go  on  witli  your  united  military  and  agricultural  labours, 
and  tbry  u-ill  aid  to  fi^ve  that  loiu/evity  to  Britannia  which  you 
hare  been  usefully  explaining  to  her  children.  The  lives  of 
states  and  individuals  are  lengthened  and  shortened  by  corres- 
ponding causes.  Yonr  life  as  a  (ratv/Zn-,  ajiiumciiil  hittoritin, 
an  annrtl  yetmutH,  a  parliament  man,  onA  a  jmniddit  of  a  board 
of  at/riadtuTe,  has  been  as  useful  as  it  has  been  various  in  its 
pursuits^ — not  forgetting  your  own  rising  generation,  and  your 
statiiidcal  labouiH.  Continue ;  and  may  good,  and  every  satis- 
faction, attend  your  liberal  pursuits. 

I  will  address  to  you,  and,  if  you  see  proper,  to  your  Board, 
the  statistical  account  of  this  parish ;  and  the  pliui  I  had  la- 
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boured  to  render  an  exemplary  and  defensiFe  one,  and  wliek, 
singular  to  teU,  became  imitated  in  other  cawUrietf  when  hiv 
overlooked  in  this  country.  Your  great  landed  propiielon, 
thought  it  had  too  much  of  levdUng  equaUiy  in  it,  tqfemuif 
and  defengively  ;  so  it  died  a  natural  death.  You  will  all  berf 
a  different  opinion  soon,  and  perhaps  when  it  is  too  hte. 

I  beg  of  you  to  frank  the  inclosed,  to  worthy  Sir  John  M» 
ray,  and  say  to  our  Highland  secretary,  Mr  Macrae,  ^  Tk 
I  cannot  attend  the  Ossianic  meeting,  and  that  the  origU 
he  mentions  never  found  its  way  to  me.  The  hite  Mr  Mk* 
kenzie  may  have  had  it"  Your  Ossianic  labours  will  do  gwi 
They  raise  the  mind  to  ancient  noble  ideas, — ^ideas  pm  ti 
the  corruptions  of  civilization.  They  likewise  raise  onr  cb- 
racters  abroad.     Vive,  vale,  &ve.     Yours  truly, 

John  Macphebsok. 


} 


5. — SIR  BROOK  WATSON,  BART.  M.  P.  ALDERMAN  OF  L0inX)S> 


This  respectable  magistrate,  when  a  youth,  having  goieli 
the  West  Indies,  had  one  of  his  limbs  unfortunately  bit  rf 
by  a  shark,  and  was  saved  with  the  g^reatest  difficulty.  Be 
was  compelled  in  consequence  to  give  up  active  pursuits^  0' 
to  betake  himself  to  commerce,  in  which  he  was  emineDdf 
successful.  He  was  fortunately  Lord  Mayor  of  London  vks 
the  Bank  restriction  took  place,  and  greatly  contributed,  If 
his  good  sense  and  energy  of  character,  to  prevent  any  &>  . 
agreeable  consequences  resulting  from  that  operation. 

Having  sent  him  the  Prospectus  of  my  Code  of  Hetltk,  1 
had  the  pleasure  of  receiving,  in  return,  the  following  coBDtf- 
nication.  It  is  peculiarly  interesting,  from  the  acooomsk 
gives  of  his  mode  of  life,  so  little  to  be  expected  in  a  Lontbi 
Alderman.  It  sufficiently  proves,  what  may  be  done  byfin^ 
ncss  of  cliaracter,  even  in  the  most  trying  and  temptii^  ci^ 
cumstances. 


\ 


POLITICAL  CHARACTEHS. 


367 


LoDdoD,  V)M  Jnnuuj  IB05. 

Deab  Sir, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  leam,  by  your  letter  of  tlie  15th  in- 
stant, tlmt  bettered  health,  allows  the  natural  energy  of  your 
mind,  its  full  scope  of  activity,  for  the  benefit  of  society.  The 
work,  of  which  you  have  kindly  sent  me  the  prospectus,  under 
your  orderly  arrangements  will,  1  doubt  not,  prove  highly  use- 
ful to  the  world.  My  onii  good  constitution,  guarded  by  a 
disposition  naturally  moderate  in  all  things,  has  braved  all  cli- 
mates, and  left  me,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  free  from  bodily 
complaint.  To  the  faculty  I  have  not  paid  five  shillings  a-year, 
for  the  course  of  my  life ;  hence  1  have  not  been  under  the 
necessity  of  studying  the  important  subjects  of  health  atid  hn- 
ffeviti/. 

But  from  general  observation  1  am  convinced,  that  an  im- 
moderate use  of  food,  however  simple,  produces  more  diseases 
than  hard  drinking :  and  that  over  e.^ercise  is  as  bad  as  none. 
I  knew  a  lady,  who,  from  an  accident  when  a  child,  was  wheel- 
ed about  in  a  garden  chair,  in  good  air,  eighty-six  years, 
without  a  day's  illness.  My  own  food  never  exceeds  fourteen 
ounces  in  twenty-four  hours.  You  will  say  this  is  roost  strange 
in  an  alderman ; — bat  1  keep  to  early  hours.  I  am,  Dear  Sir, 
your  very  &ithful, 

BnooK  Watson. 


ilK  WILLIAM  PULTGMEV,  BAHT.  M.  i 


There  was  no  member  in  the  House  who  was  more  looked 
u]i  to  tlian  Sir  William  Pulteney.  He  took  a  great  delight 
in  constant  application  to  business,  In  which  he  was  trained 
from  his  youth,  being  bred  to  the  Scotch  bar.  By  an  acci- 
dent, he  married  the  heiress  of  the  great  PiUteney  property ; 
but  after  that  immense  acquisition,  ho  still  retained  his  old 
penurious  habits,  anil,  having  been  accustomed  to  live  on  £.200 
a-year,  he  thought  it  great  extravagance,  to  spend  £.2000  per  • 
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annum,  wlien  he  might  have  spent  £.  20,000.  I  believe  tbt 
he  never  gave  &  vote  in  Parliament  without  a  tfaoroogit  a» 
viction  thut  it  was  right ;  and  men  of  that  descriptioD,  deier- 
vedly  acquire  great  influence  in  a  popular  assembly. 

I  hud  prevailed  upon  him  to  take  an  active  concern  in  ib 
muiiugemcnt  of  the  Society  for  promoting  tlie  British  fisberia, 
and,  in  particidar,  in  tlie  establishment  of  a  settJemeiu  U 
Wick,  in  Caithness,  which  has  now  become  the  centre  of  it 
greatest  herring  fishery  in  Europe.  In  answer  to  a  letter  iif» 
tlie  subject  of  a  harbour  which  1  proposed  should  be  emtd 
at  Wick,  I  received  the  following  comnmnication : 


Wotobidl,  7.  Sepc  im 
Dear  Sir, 
Your  letter,  addressed  to  London,  only  reached  me  kotj 
by  last  post.  I  have  not  received  the  printed  report 
irg  wool,  and  the  appendix.  Nothing  can  be  done  as  to  ^~vi 
harbour,  till  the  Directors  meet  with  Parliament.  1  knw  1 
uotliiiig  of  the  statistical  inquiry.  If  all  your  good  raofctf 
for  tlie  country  succeed,  you  will,  1  dure  say,  jind  out  <m* 
projects,  and  wiU  never  think  of  being  quiet,  whilst  you  bw 
the  ])ower  of  activity.  Dempster  is  still  busy,  and  usefdf 
employed,  though  I  wish  that  he  was  atil]  in  Parliament.  I 
am.  Dear  Sir,  yours  always, 

William  Pin-TKNEi. 

LSir  William  was  fond  of  speculation,  and  was  thenn  ■- 
duced  to  purchase  an  immense  tract  of  country,  in  the  \^ 
settlements  of  North  America.  It  was  conti^ous  to  tht  If 
diari  territories;  and  having  heard  that  *'  'jniamifTuaaL.' " 
Joseph  Brant,  the  celebrated  Indian  warrior,  had  a  grail  n- 
spect  for  me,  he  requested  me  to  send  a  letter  recommei^ 
ing  his  ^cnt,  Mr  Williamson,  who  bad  the  maoageineotij 
his  American  property,  to  the  friendship  of  that  powaH 
chieftain.  In  a  communication,  dnted  London.  -2'id  M 
1791,  he  thanked  nic  for  my  Ictlcr  "  (n  the  Indian  Harriiri 
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which  I  afterwards  heard  Mr  Williamson  had  foand  extreme* 
ly  serviceable. 

I  was  very  anxious  that  Sir  William  should  be  appointed 
one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  issue  of  Elxchequer  bills, 
granted  for  the  relief  of  the  commercial  interest.  In  the 
management  of  that  great  financial  operation,  his  attention  to, 
and  knowledge  of  business,  was  highly  serviceable.  When 
the  plan  was  fairly  commenced,  I  went  to  Scotland,  to  examine 
upon  the  spot  the  state  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
means  of  relieving  any  commercial  distresses  which  might  be 
felt  there.  Having  requested  Sir  William  to  inform  me  how 
matters  proceeded  in  my  absence,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  recei- 
ving from  him  the  following  communication  : 

London,  3d  June  1703. 

Dear  Sir  John, 

We  have  been  going  on  pretty  well  in  t^ur  absence.  The 
country  applications  have  not  amounted  to  so  much  as  we 
expected.  I  think,  before  you  went,  the  sums  applied  for 
were  about  two  millions,  many  of  which  were  from  the  coun- 
try ;  and  the  subsequent  applications  on  the  Monday,  which 
was  first  for  the  country  applications,  did  not  exceed  L.500,000, 
We  have  not  yet  issued  above  one  million,  and  yet  much 
good  has  certainly  been  done  ;  indeed  the  fisdlures  were  stop- 
ped even  by  the  bringing  in  the  bilL 

As  the  three  months'  Exchequer  bills  may  be  payable  be- 
fore things  are  got  round,  I  am  anxious  that  the  two  char- 
tered banks  of  Scotland  may  apply  for  a  large  loan,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  discount  bills  for  the  manufacturers,  for 
answering  the  three  months'  Exchequer  bills.  The  new  act 
will  enable  them  to  borrow ;  and  you  should  urge  the  Direc- 
tors of  both  banks,  to  step  forward  to  save  the  country. 

I  am  applied  to,  by  Dr  Adair,  who  is  about  to  sail  for 
America,  to  receive  a  large  property  belonging  to  his  wife, 
as  a  co-heiress.  He  wishes  to  have  a  letter  from  you  to  Mr 
Adams,   the  Vice-President.     Dr   Gregory   of  Edinburgh 

VOL.   I.  2  a 
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wrote  to  me  strangely  concerning  Iiim,  and  be  will  inl 
you  nbout  him.  I  think  him  a  man  of  talents,  and  mnchi 
dour,  I  shall  give  him  some  letters ;  but  yours  to  Mr  Aiiot 
will  be  of  most  sen'ice,  and  I  hope  you  will  send  them 
mediately,  as  the  ship  It  put  up  for  sailing  the  end  of  tb 
week.  I  am,  Dear  Sir  John,  your  most  obedient  sen-antt 
William  Pultxxet. 

Jt  was  exceedingly  gratifying,  to  rei;eive  such  fevounlk 
accounts  of  the  successful  commencement  of  this  fbrtuinli^ 
projected  measure.  In  rogard  to  .Sir  William's  appliatil 
for  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  l'» 
ted  States,  in  favour  of  Dr  Adair,  it  was  immediately  o^U 
mth.  ^^^" 


7. — DAVID  KICAHDO,  E8JJ.    M.  P. 


Among  the  authors  who  have  of  late  distinguished  d 
selves  in  the  department  of  political  economy,  there  is 
who  has  displayed  more  acuteness  and  ability  than  t 
Mr  Ricardo.  We  disagreed,  it  is  true,  on  several  pardnl 
and  in  some  points  of  considerable  importance  ;  but  ti 
not  prevent  our  carrying  on  au  intercourse  together  on  &i 
ly  terras,  being  convinced,  that  whatever  might  be  ti 
rence  of  opinion  between  us,  both  were  equally  a 
promote  tlie  public  good. 

As  the  communications  of  so  distinguished  an  aathar,  «'~l 
momentous  a  subject  as  circulation,  are  peculiarly  Taisakk  I 
I  think  it  right  to  insert  them  in  this  collection,  with  ■ 
occasional  remarks,  that  the  public  may  have  a 
of  judging  for  themselves,  regarding  the  points  we  A 

I  had  con  e  idea,  that  much   information  « 

subject  of  d  ght  be  obtained   from  the  i 

p^    '      Sto  uid  had  reqncstetl  Mr  Ri< 

oper  persons  to  apj: 
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swer  to  that  application,  I  received  the  foUowing  letter  from 
Mr  Ricardo.  The  names  of  the  gentlemen  he  mentioned  are 
left  blank,  to  prevent  insidious  comparisons. 

No,  1. 

Omtcomb  Fkrk,  Minchin-Hamptoo,  dlst  October  1814. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  not  quite  given  up  the  Stock  Exchange ;  but  for  a 
few  months  in  the  year,  I  mean  to  enjoy  the  calm  repose  of  a 
country  life. 

Though  I  have  a  few  acres  of  land  in  hand,  I  am  not  yet 
become  a  fiurmer.  I  leave  the  management  of  them  wholly 
to  others,  and  hardly  take  sufficient  interest  in  what  is  going 
on,  to  make  it  probable  that  I  shall  ever  be  conversant  with 
agricultural  subjects. 

The  Stock  Elxchange  is  chiefly  attended  by  persons  who 
are  unremittingly  attentive  to  their  business,  and  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  its  details ;  but  there  are  very  few  in  number 
who  have  much  knowledge  of  political  economy,  and  conse- 
quently they  pay  little  attention  to  finance,  as  a  subject  of 
science.  They  consider  more,  the  immediate  effect  of  passing 
events,  rather  than  their  distant  consequences.     Amongst  the 

most  enlightened,  I  should  name  Mr ,  Mr 

,  Mr ,  and  Mr ;  but  I  cannot  an- 
swer that  they  will  be  able  to  afford  time,  or  feel  sufficient 
zeal,  to  engage  in  financial  discussions.  I  am  going  to  write 
to  my  brother,  Ralph  Ricardo,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Stock 
flxchange,  and  I  will  request  him  to  mention  your  wish  to 
the  above  gentlemen,  so  that  they  will  be  prepared  for  any 
application  you  may  make  to  them.  I  am.  Dear  Sir,  your 
obedient  and  humble  servant, 

David  Ricardo. 

2  a2 
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No.  2. 

11th  Bfayisea 
Sir, 

I  agree  with  you  on  the  benefits  resultmg  from  a  paper, 
instead  of  a  coin  circulation,  and  I  never  wish  to  see  amf 
other  established  in  this  country  ;  but  we  differ  on  the  means 
of  regulating  its  value  and  amount  That  I  think  is  to  he 
done  best,  by  making  it  exchangeable  for  bullion,  at  a  fixed 
rate.  I  do  not  deny  that  the  public  has  suffered  mudi  ^pmr 
sure  from  the  limitation  of  circulation,  but  Parliament  is  nsC 
responsible  for  more  than  about  5  or  ^per  cent,  of  that  preflsnn, 
the  limitation  having  taken  place,  and  the  cnirrency  haying 
risen  in  value,  to  within  5  or  6  per  cent,  of  the  mint  vahe, 
before  the  Bank  Committee  was  appointed. '  An  increase  of 
currency  now,  would  undoubtedly  lower  its  value,  raise  aD 
prices,  and  very  much  lighten  taxation;  but  no  measure 
could,  I  think,  be  more  impolitic. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  all  creditors,  and  proportionally  ad- 
vantageous to  debtors.  If  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  die 
national  debt  is  a  greater  burden  than  we  can  bear,  whidi  I 
think  it  is  not,  and  cannot  well  be,  the  fiEur  way  would  be,  to 
compound  with  the  public  creditor,  and  not  make  him  only  i 
pretended  payment. 

Respecting  the  paying  off  the  national  debt,  we  do  not 
materially  differ.  I  would  pay  it  off  entirely,  and  never  al- 
low any  new  debt,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  to  be  contnd- 
edl  You  would  only  pay  off  a  part,  and  would  not  object  to 
contract  a  fresh  debt,  on  any  pressing  emergence.  Yob 
would  not  exempt  foreigners  from  the  necessary  contributioii. 
I  would.  You  calculate  that  we  consume  as  much  com,  and 
other  things,  when  prices  rise  from  a  scarcity,  as  when  they 
are  cheap  from  abundance.  This  I  think  impossible.  V 
there  were  an  equal  consumption,  there  could  be  no  $carcit)'< 
and  consequently  no  rise  of  price.  You  would  give  the  home 
grower  of  com  the  monopoly  of  the  home  market,  wMle  tk 
operation  of  paying  the  debt  is  going  on.      I  would,  when  it 
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was  completed,  take  off  all  restrictions  on  importation.  I 
would  leave  the  law  as  it  is  during  the  paying  off,  and  would 
gradually  take  off  all  restrictions  afterwards.  To  induce  ca- 
pital, by  a  monopoly,  to  go  into  agriculture,  and  then  remove 
it  afterwards,  would  be  attended  with  ruin  to  the  agricultu- 
rists. The  restrictions,  I  think,  should  not  be  increased, 
with  a  view,  finally,  to  get  rid  of  them. 

I  fear  that  no  plan  for  paying  off  the  debt  will  receive  any 
countenance  from  Parliament  Men  do  not  like  to  make  an 
immediate  sacrifice  for  a  future  good ;  and  they  please  them- 
selves with  imaginary  riches,  from  which  they  really  derive 
no  advantage.  Are  not  those  imaginary  riches,  firom  the  pos- 
session of  which  we  only  derive  a  revenue,  which  we  are  im- 
mediately obliged  to  pay  to  the  tax-gatherer  ?  I  remain.  Sir, 
your  feithfiil  servant, 

David  Ricardo. 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 

REMARKS. 

This  letter  refers  to  a  number  of  important  particulars, 
iriiich  cannot  be  fully  discussed  in  a  publication  like  the  pre- 
sent    I  must  therefore  restrict  myself  to  some  cursory  hints. 

1.  I  agree  with  Mr  Ricardct,  that  we  should  have  nothing  but 
a  paper  circulation,  exchangeable  into  bullion  at  a  fixed  rate ; 
but  the  question  is,  at  what  rate?  It  seems  to  me  in  the 
highest  degree  impolitic  to  return  to  the  old  rate  established 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne ;  for  the  value  of  the  precious 
metal  ought  to  rise,  like  every  thing  else,  and  the  higher  it 
can  be  made  the  better,  so  as  to  promote  abundant  circulation 
and  high  prices. 

2.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  value  of  gold  had  risen  to  within 
5  or  6  per  cent,  of  the  mint  value,  before  the  Bank  Commit- 
tee was  appointed ;  but  this  was  altogether  owing  to  the  Bank 
Directors  being  compelled  to  purchase  gold,  from  their  ap- 
prehension of  the  proceedings  of  the  approaching  Comoiit- 
tee,  and  the  measures  it  was  expected  they  would  recom- 
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mend.  Besides,  it  is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose,  that  the&ll 
in  prices  entirely  depended  upon  the  fall  in  the  standard  price 
of  gold. 

3.  It  seems  to  me  another  mistake  to  say,  that  it  is  better 
to  reduce  the  interest  of  the  public  creditor,  than  to  pay  him 
in  a  depreciated  currency.  When  he  is  paid  his  full  demand 
in  a  depreciated  currency,  the  loss  is  not  materially  fi^ 
The  creditor  who  receives  it,  pays  his  taxes,  his  servants,  Ik 
medical,  and  various  other  expenses,  in  that  currency,  widi- 
out  any  loss.  If  he  has  any  other  property,  in  lands,  or 
houses,  or  mines,  &c.  the  income  he  derives  from  them  is 
augmented ; — the  stock  he  holds  is  increased  in  value.  In 
short,  he  loses  hardly  any  thing  by  the  transaction  ;  where- 
as, if  his  income  is  diminished,  he  loses,  in  all  these  respect 
in  the  same  proportion. 

4.  The  effect  of  borrowing  money,  instead  of  raising  the 
expenses  of  a  war  within  the  year,  seems  to  me  to  be  of  great 
advantage,  and  is  fiilly  explained  in  the  History  of  the  Re- 
venue, vol.  i.  part  2,  chap.  2.  The  plan  may  be  liable  to 
some  objections,  but  so  are  all  human  reg^ulations. 

5.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  I  calculated  that  com, 
and  other  commodities,  were  consumed,  in  as  g^eat  quantities, 
in  times  of  scarcity,  as  in  times  of  abundance ;  my  calculations 
were  of  an  average  description. 

6.  The  concluding  paragraph,  in  Mr  Ricardo's  letter,  b 
highly  important ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  that  no  objections 
would  be  made  to  the  payment  of  debt,  if  the  taxes  were,  it 
the  same  time,  proportionally  reduced. 

No.  3. 

56,  Upper  Brook  Street,  l5th  June  1821. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  plan  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  proposal  to  de- 
preciate the  currency  20  per  cent.     If  I  could  consent  to  suck 
a  measure,  I  should  propose  to  do  it  openly,  without  (&- 
guise ;  but  I  do  not  think  such  a  plan  necessary  or  expe- 
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dient,  and  coiitidenlly  expect,  Umt  in  no  long  time,  we  shall 
itiirmoiint  ull  our  difficulties.     I  remain  your  obedient  ser- 

Daviu  Ricakdo. 

Tliis  is  an  important  communication,  It  proven  Mr  Iti- 
cardo's  opinion  to  have  been,  "  That  in  no  Uny  j)erioii,from 
June  182),  all  our  diffieultiea  would  be  aurniounled,"  On  the 
contrary,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted,  that  they  have  since  been 
materially  increased.  The  miafortune  is,  tltat  the  more  our 
difficulties  increase,  the  more  pertinaciously,  in  the  opinion 
of  some,  oujfht  we  to  adhere  to  tliose  measures,  to  which  those 
distresses  are  to  be  attributed. 

No.  4. 

GalcoiDb  Puk,  aiinchiu-HuiiptoD,  K9tb  Januwy  \SSS. 
Dear  ^ik. 
You  are  fully  aware  that  you  and  I  do  not  a^ee  in  our 
opinion  of  the  causes  of  the  present  agricultural  distress,  nor 
in  our  views  of  the  remedies  which  it  would  be  expedient  to 
apply  to  it.  We  agree  still  less  on  tbe  disadvantage  which 
you  suppose  to  have  resulted  to  the  importer  of  corn,  from 
the  increased  value  of  tlie  currency.  The  question  you  put 
to  Mr  Attwood  is  not  a  fair  one ;  for  the  same  cause  which 
would  elevate  the  exchange  from  IS  to  25,  would  lower  corn 
from  40s.  to  28:).  9d.  per  quarter,  and  it  would  be  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  the  foreign  exporter  of  corn  to  England,  if  he 
sold  it  at  40s.,  iuid  negociated  his  bill  at  l<3  francs /ler  pound 
Sterling,  or  sold  it  at  'ids.  9d.,  and  negociated  his  bill  at  2i 
francs.  Is  it  not  u  fallacy  to  suppose  money  so  to  rise  in  value 
that  gold  should  appear  to  fall  from  £.5,  IDs.  to  £.3:  17:  10^, 
the  exchange  rise  from  Iti  to  25,  and  yet  suppose  wheat  to 
remain  steadily  at  40s.  per  quarter  ?  I  remain,  Dear  Sir,  your 
fiuthful  and  obedient  servant, 

David  Ricabdo. 
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This  is  the  most  important  communication  of  the  whole. 
It  states  it  to  liave  been  Mr  Ricardo's  opinion,  that  the  priee 
of  corn  depends  upon  the  rate  of  exchange,  whereas  the  ei- 
change  only  regulates  the  rate  at  which  the  price  can  be  diswn 
for.  In  order  to  settle  the  question,  I  employed  an  author 
distinguished  for  the  accuracy  of  his  statistical  researches,  (Mr 
Marshall),  to  examine  the  point ;  and  the  result  of  his  inqp- 
ries  has  been,  that  there  is  no  foundation  whatever  fior  Mr 
Ricardo's  opinion.  I  procured  for  Mr  Marshall  the  avei^ 
price  of  wheat  for  thirty  years  preceding  1829,  iivhich  he  cosh 
pared  with  the  rate  of  exchange  with  Paris,  during*  that  pe- 
riod ;  and  it  thence  appeared,  that  the  price  of  wheat  was  doC 
at  all  affected  by  the  rate  of  the  exchange,  and  that  the  doc- 
trines laid  down  by  Ricardo  on  the  subject  are  completelji 
visionary. 

This  is  exactly  the  style  in  which  all  theorists  proceed,  by 
which  they  deceive  themselves,  and  if  they  are  listened  to,  do 
so  much  public  mischief.  Confident  in  their  own  talents,  they 
think  they  can  foresee  what  will  happen  in  the  most  complieattd 
fwicenusj  the  result  of  which  depends  upon  a  variety  of  wt- 
looked'for  circumstances^  which  they  will  not  condescend  to  in- 
quire al)out,  or  to  take  into  account  Facts,  therefore,  vk 
left  out  of  consideration,  and  hence  they  are  so  often  egregi- 
ously  mistaken.  Mr  Ricardo  was  certainly  an  able  man,  aod 
has  thrown  much  light  on  the  doctrines  of  political  economy: 
but  he  was  unfortunately  led  to  adopt  opinions,  wliich,  in  Fv- 
liament,  he  supported  with  much  ingenuity,  but  which  havY 
greatly  contributed  to  the  distresses  we  now  experience. 

In  regard  to  the  plan  in  which  we  concur,  that  of  haviD|r 
a  currency  entirely  paper  for  all  sums  exceedingr  one  pound 
in  amount,  hut  convertible  into  gold  at  a  high  standard,  ttv 
five  pounds  per  pound  in  gold,  and  in  silver  at  eigrht  shilling 
]ter  ounce,  it  seems  to  me  the  perfection  of  human  ]M>lio',  on 
the  subject  of  circulation. 
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8. — SIR  SAMUEL  ROMILLY,  M.  P. 

This  able  lawyer,  and  eloquent  member  of  the  House,  un- 
fortunately fell  into  a  bad  state  of  health,  which  I  hoped  it 
might  be. in  my  power  to  alleviate.  I  sent  him,  therefore, 
some  hints,  which,  it  appears  from  the  subjoined  letter,  he 
took  in  very  good  part  His  untimely  &te  was  universally 
lamented. 

Dear  Sir, 
1  ought  long  since  to  have  returned  you  thanks  for  your 
valuable  advice,  but  when  I  received  it  I  was  too  ill  to  ac- 
knowledge your  kindness,  and  I  have  since  been  slowly  re- 
covering. I  am  now,  however,  going  out  of  town,  and  hope 
soon  to  regain  my  strength.  With  a  great  many  thanks,  I 
am,  my  Dear  l^r,  your  obliged  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Sam^  Romilly. 

Ru«eU  Square,  Dec  9i.  18ia 


9. — MALCOLM  LAI  NO,  ESQ.  M.  P. 

Mr  Laing  was  bred  to  the  Scotch  bar,  and  fiilly  proved,  by 
his  historical  writings,  that  the  remote  Orkneys  could  produce 
men  of  talents  as  weU  as  other  parts  of  the  British  empire. 
He  was  strongly  linked  with  the  Fox  party,  which  prevent- 
ed, for  some  time,  our  having  much  intercourse  together;  but 
latterly,  he  became  a  zealous  friend  to  agriculture,  and  I  re- 
ceived fr^m  him  two  letters  on  that  subject,  which  I  subjoin, 
as  creditable  to  Orcadian  zeal  for  improvement. 

No.  1. — Letter  from  Malcolm  Ijaing^  Esq,  M,  P.  to  Sir  John 

Sinclair, 
Dear  Sik, 
1  entreat  you  to  accept  my  best  thanks  for  the  communica- 
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tion  of  the  General  Report  of  the  Agriculturey  &c.  o£  Soot- 
land,  which  I  shall  return  with  such  marg^inal  notes  as  may 
occur  to  me  in  the  perusal.  But  the  general  and  minute 
accuracy  of  the  Statistical  Reports,  and  other  sources  of  in- 
formation, of  which  you  have  availed  yourself,  leave  little  to 
be  added  respecting  Orkney.  The  Report  will  form  a  very 
valuable  epitome  of  the  agricultural  and  conunercial  state  of 
Scotland. 

My  Merino  flock,  concerning  which  you  inquire,  amounts 
now  to  156,  exclusive  of  a  few  Merino  Ry elands,  and  Merioo 
South  Downs.  My  Merino  Cheviots  amount  to  314,  Meii- 
no  Orkneys  to  397.  As  the  last  is  a  bad  cross,  which  I  do 
not  mean  to  retain,  it  will  require  two  years  more  to  com|dete 
my  flock,  which  will  then  consist  of  from  1200  to  1400  Me- 
rinos and  Merino  Cheviots.  My  Merinos  will  increase  more 
rapidly  hereafter,  as  I  give  them  the  ram  in  September  be- 
fore their  first  heats  are  over,  and  have  provided  cots  and 
yards  for  their  lambing  in  February,  while  the  turnips  are  on 
the  ground.  Hitherto  many  of  the  ewes  have  missed  lamb 
each  year,  from  receiving  the  ram  in  December,  when  their 
heats  were  over.  I  remain,  Dear  Sir,  with  sincere  regard, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 


Maxcolm  Laing. 


Ffebdale,  Orkney,  Sept.  4.  1811. 


No.  2. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  returned  the  Orkney  Report  by  a  friend,  with  some  mar- 
ginal notes  for  Mr  Sherriff's  consideration.  I  am  afraid,  how- 
ever, that  the  report  will  appear  a  very  hasty  and  imperfiect 
compilation ;  many  entire  pages,  and  whole  sections,  (on  tur^ 
nips,  potatoes,  grasses,  &c.),  being  transcribed  and  reprinted 
verbatim  from  Brown  on  Rural  A&irs,  and,  I  beUeve,  from 
others,  with  as  little  relation  to  Orkney  as  to  Kent  or  Essei. 
At  the  same  time,  other  chapters  on  tenures  and  feu-dudes 
are  very  satisfactory. 
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In  your  truly  valuable  work  tipon  Scottish  Husbandry, 
from  wliich  I  havp  derived  more  real  information  than  1  ever 
met  with  before,  rough  cocksfoot  is  frequently  mentioned.  As 
I  am  milking  trial  of  that  gress  at  present,  may  I  request  the 
fiivomr  of  a  few  lines  to  inform  me  of  the  most  approved  mode 
of  its  culture  in  Norfolk,  viz.  whether  it  is  merely  used  for 
perennial  pasture,  or  is  sown,  instead  of  rye-grass,  in  clover 
leys  of  one  or  two  years'  duration  ?  and  whether  it  is  sown 
alone  with  clover,  or  with  a  mixture  of  other  grasses,  as  oat- 
gniss,  &c.  ?  I  have  tried  it  twiee  lUisuccesBfully ;  but  am  like- 
ly to  succeed  in  a  third  attempt. 

Permit  me  to  add,  how  desirable  it  would  be  were  a  proper 
model  of  scufflers  and  scarifiers,  to  be  procured  from  Eng- 
land, by  Morton,  or  some  other  workman  in  Edinburgh,  from 
whom  we  nught  be  supplied  with  the  implements  recommend- 
ed in  your  Husbandry  of  Scotland.  This  has  been  done  in 
Morayshire ;  and  perhaps  my  su^estion  has  been  already 
anticipated.  I  am.  Dear  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 
Malcolm  Lainc. 
K>ik,r>ll,  Not.  la  I8IS. 


10. — SAMt'KL  WHITBREAO,  ESQ,  M.  P. 

Mr  Whitbread  was  certainly  one  of  tlie  most  powerful 
Njieakers  in  l*arliament.  His  elocution  was  enhanced  by  a 
strong,  vereatile,  and  vigorous  understanding.  He  was  prompt 
and  ready  in  debate,  and  answered  his  opponents  with  re- 
doubled vigour  and  animation.  He  pertinaciously  adhered 
to  his  OHii  opinion,  as  if  proudly  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of 
his  views. 

Though  we  differed  in  political  questions,  yet  this  did  not 
prevent  a  friendly  intercourse  regarding  other  matters.  In 
July  1810,  in  particular,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  him  at 
Southlull,  his  country-seat  in  Bedfordshire,  in  my  way  to  Scot- 
land, and  was  much  gratified  with  the  reception  I  experien- 
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ccd.  In  a  letter  he  wrote  me  soon  afterwards,  lie  states,  ^  I 
was  quite  disappointed  to  find  that  you  left  ns  so  sooiiy  ibr  I 
had  promised  myself  much  pleasure  and  instruction  in  attend- 
ing you  rouild  my  &rm,  which  I  am  sure  would  have  profited 
by  your  view  of  it  I  shall  attend  to  your  hints.  I  w2l 
thank  you  to  let  me  know,  at  what  price  you  could  get  tke 
Ayrshire  cattle  delivered  here.  We  shall  hope  to  catch  yon 
again,  in  the  course  of  your  emigrations  south  or  north,"  &c 
I  shall  now  detail,  one  of  the  most  singular  «nrcuinttaiioei 
that  happened  to  me,  in  the  course  of  my  lon^  experience  is 
public  life,  with  which  Mr  Whitbread  was  materially  con- 
nected. 

« 

Parliamentary  Anectb^e. 

A  motion  had  been  made  in  Parliament,  for  an  inquiry  in- 
to the  conduct  of  Captain  Lake  of  the  Navy,  who  was  accused 
of  having  left  a  seaman,  called  Robert  Jefirey,  on  a  desot 
island  in  the  West  Indies,  where,  it  was  said,  he  had  actually 
perished ;  and  Captain  Lake  was  therefore  considered  guilty  of 
Ills  murder.  Mr  Archibald  Lee,  a  gentleman  attached  to  tiie 
American  Embassy,  had  requested  me  to  procure  him  per- 
mission to  hear  the  debates  in  the  House ;  and  we  were  sit- 
ting under  the  gallery  together,  when  this  motion  was  brougbt 
on.  Mr  Lee  expressed  his  astonishment,  that  the  time  of 
the  House  should  be  taken  up  about  such  a  business,  smce 
he  had  actually  received  a  letter,  by  the  last  packet  fitn 
America,  stating  that  Robert  Jeffrey  was  alive  and  safe  M 
New  York.  I  was  much  struck  with  so  singular  a  circm- 
stance,  thus  accidentally  communicated  to  me ;  and  havii^ 
every  reason  to  confide  in  the  truth  of  the  information  give* 
me,  I  thougiit  it  rigiit  to  mention  it  to  the  House,  to  preveni 
any  measure  being  hastily  taken  on  the  supposition  that  Ro- 
bert Jeffrey  wbs  dead. 

It  is  astonishing  the  noise  which  this  circumstance  occa- 
sioned. The  truth  of  my  information  was  disputed  in  some 
of  the  anti-ministerial  papers.     I  received  anonymous  lettets 
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re[>rol»itiiig  me  as  tlie  associate  of  luurdi-rers,  aitd  llireatoniii^ 
me  with  vengeance ;  and  Mr  WTiitbread  wrote  me,  to  say, 
"  I  should  be  glad  if  yon  woidd  take  tlie  trouble  to  inform 
me  of  tlie  name  of  the  gentleman,  upon  whose  authority  you 
stated,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  Jeffrey  was  alive,  and 
at  New  York  ;  and  how  soon  he  is  expected  to  retiu-n  to 
Kngland,  as  I  have  received  information  of  a  very  different 
complexion,  ^'our  immedLite  answer  is  requested."  Captain 
Lake's  friends  also  applied  to  me,  requesting  to  be  informe<l. 
on  what  authority  I  had  asserted  a  fact  of  such  importance  to 
tbdr  relation. 

Nor  was  this  all.  I  likewise  received  a  letter  from  Benjamin 
Coad,  near  Liskard  in  Cornwall,  who  had  married  Jefirey'ii 
mother,  in  which  he  says,  "  I  observe  by  the  neu-spapers, 
that  you  stated  in  the  Himse  of  Commons,  that  there  were 
letters  in  London,  containing  the  intelligence  that  Itoliert 
Jeffrey,  my  son-in-law,  was  alive,  and  in  New  York.  It 
would  give  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  myself,  and  his  aiHict- 
ed  mother,  if  you  would  condescend  to  give  as  much  informa- 
tion as  you  huve  obtained  respecting  him,  as  we  have  had  no 
sort  of  intelligence  of  him  since  he  was  put  on  shore  on  that 
desert  island." 

(hving  to  the  pressure  of  some  official  business,  Mr  Lee 
had  gone  to  I^ris,  two  or  three  days  after  the  debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  give 
any  particular  information  to  the  persons  demanding  it,  until 
his  return.  In  the  interim,  most  fortunately  I  received  iotel- 
ligenee  from  Cornwall,  that  Jeffrey  had  actually  arrived  in 
England,  and  had  been  reci^ised  by  his  relations  in  Corn- 
wall. He  and  his  mother  came  to  London,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  benefactions  for  the  injuries  he  complained  «f ;  but, 
by  the  liberality  of  the  Lake  fojnily,  any  application  for  public 
benevolence  was  rendered  unnecessary,  and  any  fartlier  dis- 
agreeable discusMons  in  Parliament,  on  so  unpleasant  a  sub- 
ject, were  prevented. 
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ON  THE  PROPER  LINE  OP  CONDUCT  TO  BE  PURSUED  BY  A 
PATRIOTIC  MEMBER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Whoever  has  had  any  experience  in  the  business  of  fu- 
liament,  must  have  been  disgusted  with  the  unsound  opimooi 
too  generally  propagated,  respecting  the  proper  conduct  to  be 
pursued  by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  whose  object 
is,  "  To  promote  the  public  goodP  These  opinions  are  princi- 
pally to  be  attributed  to  want  of  discrimination,  and  an  inat- 
tention to  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  times  and 
circumstances. 

Formerly,  the  power  of  the  Crown  was  the  chief  object  to 
be  dreaded,  being  in  a  great  measure  undefined,  and  requi- 
ring nothing  but  the  right  of  imposing  taxes  to  be  perfectly 
uncontrollable.  Until  the  powers  of  the  Crown  were  Kmibd, 
it  was  proper  to  watch  its  measures  with  unceasing  jealousy. 
But  now,  the  case  is  totally  altered ;  for  the  aristocratical  ani 
democratical  branches  of  the  constitution  have  become  so  ex- 
tremely strong,  that  the  Crown  requires  rather  to  be  upheU 
than  to  be  resisted. 

The  &ct  is,  that  all  power  now  rests  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  the  Crown  is  obliged  to  make  up  a  Government, 
by  selecting  as  ministers,  some  of  the  chiefe  of  the  different 
parties  which  exist  in  that  department  of  the  State,  with  rami- 
iications  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament 

With  the  view  of  obtaining  popular  favour,  it  is  usual  for  the 
parties  who  are  not  in  power,  to  propose  reforms  in  Parlia- 
ment,— diminutions  of  places  and  pensions, — reduction  in  tkc 
public  expenditure,  &c.  But  such  plans  ought  not  in  geneni 
to  be  given  way  to,  and  their  success  is  often  not  desired  by 
the  very  parties  who  propose  them.  The  proper  system  to 
pursue  is,  gradually  to  make  such  changes  as  may  be  neces- 
sary ;  but  to  prevent,  as  much  as  possible,  any  risk  of  public 
convulsion,  which  would  soon  level  the  whole  of  our  valuable 
institutions  in  the  dust. 


POLITICAL  CHAHACTERS.  383 

When  the  Parliament  is  divided  into  two  parties,  the  op- 
position on  the  one  side,  and  the  adherents  of  the  ministers  on 
the  other,  many  respectable  ituppoTters  of  the  adminbtration 
arc  puzzled  l)ow  to  act,  when  a  question  is  broii^fht  forward 
in  which  they  are  inclined  to  think,  that  the  opposition  are 
right,  and  that  the  ministers  are  wrong.  But  the  dilemma 
should  be  solved  on  the  following  grounds :  If  the  opposition 
it  iygtematie,  that  is  to  say,  if  every  measure  brought  foru-ard 
by  the  administration,  whether  rijiflit  or  nTong,  is  opjiosed, 
every  upright  adherer  ought  to  support  the  measures  of  Go- 
vernment, even  where  they  are  not,  perhaps,  entirely  unes- 
ceptionablo,  otlierwLse  the  contest  is  not  conducted  on  an  equal 
footing.  In  short,  the  Government  ought  to  have  a  feir  trial ; 
and,  if  it  shews  imbecility  or  bad  intention)*,  it  ought  not  to  be 
gradually  undermined,  biit  avowrfffy  and  lotaUi/  dmrrfrd ;  and 
the  reasons  for  such  an  alteration  of  system  ought  to  le  pitblle- 
it/  explained. 

No  Minister  can  carry  on  the  business  of  the  country  with- 
out the  confidence  of  Parliament,  and  unless  he  is  certain  of 
being  able  to  carry  througli  the  measures  he  brings  fonvard. 
But,  if  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  consulting  the  humours  of 
one  mar,  the  prejudices  of  anotlier,  and  the  selfish  Interestfi 
of  a  third,  before  he  can  bring  a  question  under  the  considera- 
tion of  tlie  House,  it  is  impossible  that  he  can  do  any  good  in 
his  offidal  situatioa,  and  the  sooner  he  quits  his  office  the 
better. 

Expressions  are  ofien  used,  implying,  that  there  is  some  dis- 
grace in  holding  tucnitive  official  situations  under  Government; 
and  every  endeavoiu-  Is  made  to  hold  fortli  "  n  plnrenum,^'  as  a 
corrupt  and  despicable  character.  These  are  absurdities  to 
which  no  man  of  common  sense  will  pay  any  attention.  Offices 
are  necessary  in  all  Governments,  and  more  especially  when 
the  empire  is  extensive.  Those  who  hold  such  places,  and 
carry  on  public  business,  are  entitled  to  be  indemnified  for 
their  time,  and  the  injury  they  sustain  from  neglecting  their 

ni  private  affairs.    They  are  likewise  exposed  to  heavy  ex- 
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penses ;  and  hence  there  is  hardly  an  instenoe  of  a  person 
whose  property  has  not  been  impaired,  rather  than  improFed, 
though  he  has  enjoyed  the  pecuniary  advantagnes  of  an  office. 
Were  public  services  not  to  be  remunexatecly  none  but  lidi 
men  could  get  the  appointments, — ^who  are  not  always  pro- 
perly qualified  for  such  situations, — whose  attentioti  must  pnt- 
ly  be  directed  to  their  own  important  private  concerns, — and 
who  are  too  wealthy  to  undertake  great  labour,  and,  conse- 
quently, cannot  carry  on  public  business  successfblly. 

It  is  fortunate  that  there  are  men,  with  ambitious  and  ae- 
tive  minds,  who  are  willing  to  hold  the  anxious  and  laboiiois 
offices  of  the  State ;  for  ministers  are,  in  general,  more  to  be 
pitied  than  envied,  especially  in  times  of  disturbance,  &cdoo, 
or  commercial  difficulty.  Nevertheless,  where  men  are  qoi- 
lified  by  their  birth,  education,  and  talents,  and  the  purity  of 
their  intentions,  to  hold  high  offices  in  the  State,  it  is  tkeir 
duty  to  accept  of  them,  to  prevent  those  who  are  not  eqiallf 
well  fitted  to  hold  them,  and  whose  intentions  are  not  so  pore  I 
and  upright,  from  attaining  power.  Such  men,  if  placed  id 
high  situations,  might  do  material  injury  to  a  State;— tkf 
power  they  had  acquired,  might  be  employed  for  destructrre 
purposes ; — they  might  exhibit  a  wretched  example  in  higli 
employments ; — and  might  be  the  means,  of  injuring  the  refi- 
gious  principles,  and  moral  character  of  their  countrymen. 
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My  correspondence,  during  the  period  of  above  half  a  cen- 
tury, <^  trt^  literary  characters^^^  was  so  extensive,  and  the 
number  of  communications  from  many  of  them  was  so  great, 
that  in  so  limited  a  publication  as  the  present,  many  most  re- 
spectable correspondents  must  be  left  out,  and  I  must  be  con- 
tented with  a  selection  only  from  the  letters  of  those  whose 
names  I  shall  introduce.  For  the  sake  of  more  distinctness, 
I  shall  arrange  the  conmiunications  received  from  this  class 
of  my  correspondents,  under  the  following  heads :  1.  Politi- 
cal Economy  and  Statistics  ;  2.  Agriculture  ;  3.  Health  and 
Longevity  ;  4.  Arts  and  Sciences  ;  and,  5.  Poetry. 


I. 

POLITICAL  ECONOMY  AND  STATISTICS. 
1. DR  ADAM  SMITH. 

This  was  truly  a  great  man,  and  I  lament  much  having  lost 
some  of  the  most  valuable  letters  with  which  he  honoured  me. 

2b2 
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Our  connexion  Hits  of  a  long  standing^.  As  far  back  as  the 
year  1778,  I  commenced  a  work  on  finance,  in  the  course  <rf 
which,  it  was  of  ^eat  importance  to  me,  to  have  the  penisal 
of  a  work,  entitled,  ^'  Memoires  sur  les  Finances,"  which  I 
knew  was  in  tiie  Doctor's  possession.  In  reply  to  an  appli- 
cation from  me,  he  sent  me  the  following'  friendly  note : 

Mr  Smith  presents  his  most  respectful  compliments  to  Mr 
Sinclair  of  IJlbster. 

The  "  Memoires  sur  les  Finances"  are  engag^ed  for  four 
months  to  come  to  Mr  John  Davidson.  When  he  has  done  with 
them,  Mr  Smith  would  be  very  happy  to  accommodate  Mr  Sin- 
chiir ;  but  acknowledges  he  is  a  little  uneasy  about  the  safe- 
ty of  the  conveyance,  and  the  greatness  of  the  flistauce.  He 
has  fre(|uent  occasion  to  consult  the  book  himself,  both  in  tk 
course  of  his  private  studies,  and  in  the  business  of  hk  pre- 
sent employment,  and  is,  therefore,  not  very  willing  to  te 
it  go  out  of  Edinburgh.  The  book  was  never  properlv  puk- 
lished  ;  but  there  were  a  few  more  copies  printed  than  were 
necessary  for  the  commission  for  whose  use  it  was  compiled. 

One  of  these  I  obtained,  by  the  particular  favour  of  Mr 
Turgot,  the  late  Controller-General  of  the  Finances.  I  hare 
heard  but  of  three  other  copies  in  Great  Britain.  One  be- 
longs to  a  noble  Lord,  who  obtained  it  by  connivance,  as  k 
told  me ;  one  is  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  ;  and  tk 
third  belongs  to  a  private  gentleman.  How  these  two  werr 
obtained,  I  know  not ;  but  suspect  it  was  in  the  same  man- 
ner. If  any  accident  should  happen  to  my  book,  the  loss  i? 
perfectly  irreparable.  When  Mr  Sinclair  comes  to  Edin- 
burgh, I  shall  be  very  happy  to  communicate  to  him,  not  onh 
that  book,  but  every  thing  else  I  have  upon  the  subject,  boti 
printed  and  manuscript ;  and  am,  with  the  hig^hest  respect  k 
liis  character,  his  most  obedient  hiunble  servant, 

Adam  Smith. 

Edinburgh,  24th  November  177a 


l.lTF.mnV  CIIArncTF.KS.  nH!i 

Oil  tliiii  letter  Iwn  remarks  have  occurred:  1,  Tlie  high 
oomplimenl  paid  by  Tiir^t  In  Dr  Smith,  ui  presenting  him 
with  the  cHijiy  nf  ii  work  of  u  deHcriptioii  no  {x-culiurly  lalii- 
nhJe :  and,  '2.  That  Or  Smith  Hiaic-<i  his  liavin^  had  occaitioTi 
tu  ennsuJt  (hut  work  in  the  himiiies*  of  his  employment,  name- 
ly, a«  one  of  the  ('nmmi  mi  oners  for  the  Manaffemeiit  of  the 
Customs  in  HeotUnd.  It  mity  he  proper  her*-  to  olistrve,  tliiit 
Dr  Smith  iuluiilted  tiiat  hi>  ilerived  ^reat  advantage  from  the 
practical  intbrmatioii  he  derived  by  means  of  hiii  official  situa- 
tion ;  and  tJiat  he  wnuid  not  have  ntlierwiso  known  or  believed 
how  esM>ntial  practical  knowledge  wati,  to  the  thorough  iin- 
derstandinfr  of  political  Kubjcctn. 

In  I78*J,  I  had  drawn  up  a  tract,  (lointuiff  out  to  thearmod 
jii-utrality  the  policy  of  rapportinjir  Grmt  Britain  »)raiiist  the 
iMinfi'ilenicy  of  the  House  of  Boiirlion.  and  sufc^stiiifr  a  union 
of  the  powen*  of  Kurope,  to  emancipate  the  i'«loniest  both  in 
the  Wi-Bt  IndioK  and  on  the  ('outjnent  trf"  America,  for  the 
(;eueral  interest  uf  all  nations.  Dr  Smitli'n  remarkH  on  that 
pamphlet  were  contained  in  the  following  letter: 


Mv  Dkab  Sib. 
I  liave  read  yoiir  pamphlet  several  time"  <iver,  witli  great 
pleiu>ure.  and  am  very  much  plcimed  with  the  tityle  anil  ciini- 
jMsition.  Ak  to  what  effect  it  might  produce,  if  translated. 
iip<Hi  t)ie  Poweni  concerned  in  tht*  armed  iteiitndity,  I  am  a 
little  doubtful.  It  is  too  plainly  partial  to  England.  It  pro- 
po«eK  that  the  force  of  the  itrmed  neutrality  idimild  be  em- 
ployed in  recovenng  to  KngUind  the  iahutda  sJie  hac  loat; 
and  the  com|>cnHatioii  which  it  i*  prnpooed  that  Engbind 
HhiMild  give  for  thici  Hervicf,  in  tin-  itihuiihi  which  tliey  may 
conquer  for  ihemst-lves,  with  the  assistance  of  England,  in- 
deed, from  Fnuicp  and  Spnin.  There  seem*  to  mo,  besides, 
to  he  Homo  iacoiiKiitteucy  in  the  argumeuL  If  it  be  just  to 
enianctpale  the  Continent  of  AmericB  from  the  dominion  of 
every  European  (lowcr,  how  can  it  be  just  (n  finbject  the 
iskiids  to  »UL-h  dnmiiiioii .'  Aud  if  the  monopoly  of  tJu'  tntdc 
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of  the  Continent  be  contrary  to  the  rights  of  mankiiid,  haw 
can  that  of  the  islands  be  agreeable  to  those  rights  ?  The  leil 
futility  of  all  distant  dominions,  of  which  the  defence  is  ne- 
cessarily most  expensive,  and  which  contribute  nothing,  ei- 
ther by  revenue  or  military  force,  to  the  general  defence  of 
the  empire,  and  very  little  even  to  their  o^wn  particiilar  de- 
fence, is,  I  think,  the  subject  upon  which  the  public  preju- 
dices of  Europe  require  most  to  be  set  right.      In  order  to  de- 
fend the  barren  rock  of  Gibraltar,  (to  the  possession  of  whick 
we  owe  the  union  of  France  and  Spain,  contrary  to  the  na- 
tural interests  and  inveterate  prejudices  of  both  countries 
the  important  enmity  of  Spain,  and  the  futile  and  expeosire 
friendship  of  Portugal,)  we  have  now  left  our  ovm  coasts  de^ 
fenceless,  and  sent  out  a  great  fleet,  to  which  any  conside^ 
able  disaster  may  prove  fiital  to  our  domestic  security ;  and 
which,  in  order  to  effectuate  its  purpose,  must  probably  ei- 
gage  a  fleet  of  superior  force.     Sore  eyes  have  made  me  de- 
lay writing  to  you  so  long.  1  ever  am,  my  Dear  Sir,  your  nwit 
faithful  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Adam  Smith. 

Custom- House,  Edinburgh, 
14th  October  1782. 

Nothing  can  be  more  just  tlian  his  observations  on  the  ab- 
surdity of  retaining  so  invidious  a  possession  as  the  barren 
and  useless  rock  of  Gibraltar.  But  humbled  as  the  natioo 
was  by  the  misfortunes  of  the  American  war,  it  would  urt 
submit  to  relinquish  that  unfortunate  acquisition  ;  and  Mr 
Fox's  description  of  it  made  a  great  impression,  botli  on  I^u^ 
liament  and  the  public.  "  We  must  never  give  up  a  posMS- 
sion  which  divides  France  from  France,  and  Spain  from 
Spain."  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  was,  in  feet,  uniting  France 
and  Spain,  wlio  would  otherwise  have  been  separated. 

I  recollect,  when  1  was  lamenting  to  the  Doctor  the  mi^ 
fortunes  of  the  American  war,  and  exclaimed,    *'  If  wo  ffooa 
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at  tliiH  rate,  tLt  nation  miuf  lie  niiiud ;"  lie  answered,  ■'  Be 
ii§8ured,  my  young  inend,  tliat  there  is  agreatdcai  of  ruin  in 


2. THE  REV.  T,  RUHEKT  MALTHUJi. 

The  works  of  this  distinguished  political  economist  have 
been  more  praised  on  the  one  baud,  and  more  violently  at- 
tacked on  the  other,  than  almost  any  modem  publication. 
The  particular  subjects  in  dispute  1  sliall  not  at  present  en- 
ter into,  having  it  in  view,  if  health  and  strengtli  should  en- 
able me,  to  draw  up  "  A  Code  of  Political  Ecmiamjf,"  in  whic)i 
every  branch  of  that  subject  shall  be  discussed.  In  the  in- 
terim, I  have  much  pleasure  in  communicating  the  subjoined 
letter  to  my  readers,  recommending  to  their  particular  atten- 
tion that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  mode  of  executing  a 
General  Report  of  the  state  of  a  country.  In  drawing  up 
the  General  Report  of  Scotland,  I  found  it  necessary  to  em- 
ploy a  uumber  of  hands.  The  subjects  were  so  various,  that 
there  is  scarcely  any  individual  who  could  do  justice  to  them 
all.  If  drawn  up  by  one  hand,  tlie  work  may  be  more  arit- 
fonii ;  but  I  scarcely  think  it  possible  that  it  could  be  jo  com- 
pUu. 

East  Indii  College,  Jinuar;  'M.  1813. 

Sir, 
I  am  just  returned  from  town,  and  find  your  very  obliging 

I  am  quite  ashamed  of  liaviiig  so  long  delayed  thanking 
you  for  your  very  valuable  present.  The  truth  ts,  I  wished 
ii>  read  it  through  first  with  the  attention  it  deserves ;  but 
having  been  particularly  engaged,  both  in  C'ollege  business, 
and  in  preparing  a  little  Tract  on  Rent  for  the  press,  1  have 
really  not  had  time  to  form  a  well-grounded  opinion  on  the 
plnii  and  eseenlion  nf  sii  cnnvideridde  a  work.      I  can  only 
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say,  at  present,  that  it  i^pears  to  me  to  be  full  of  the  mmt 
useful  infonnation ;  nor  do  I  see  any  other  objectioD  to  tk 
plan  and  execution  of  it,  than  what  must  neceflsarily  ariv 
irom  the  number  of  different  writers  concerned.  To  make  a 
General  Report  quite  complete,  perhaps  it  should  be  dnwi 
up  wholly  by  one  master-hand,  with  ooeanonal  references  at 
the  bottom  of  the  page  to  the  different  papers  on  which  tlie 
information  was  founded.  But  there  are  very  few  who  oouU 
properly  execute  so  laborious  and  difficult  a  task ;  and  the 
Report,  in  its  present  form,  has  a  more  cMrigpnal  and  anAci- 
tic  air. 

I  had  read  your  Husbandry  of  Scotland  before  you  did  ne 
the  honour  to  send  me  the  Report,  I  found  it  full  of  intereit- 
ing  infonnation,  and  some  that  I  particularly  wished  to  obtaiB. 

1  have  ordered  my  bookseller  to  send  you  the  little  Tract  m 
Rent,  which  I  have  alluded  to,  and  the  Appendix  to  the  01- 
servatums  on  the  Com  Laws^  as  soon  as  it  is  publishe<i,  wUek 
will  be  in  about  five  or  six  days.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  much  respect,  your  very  obedient  humble  servant, 

T.  RoB*"^.  Malthus. 


3. — WILLIAM  GODWIN,  ESQ. 


Tiiere  are  few  men  possessing  a  stronger  intellect,  or  who 
think  more  deeply  on  any  subject  they  undertake  to  illustrate, 
than  Mr  Godwin.  I  was  therefore  extremely  anxious  to  bf 
favoured  with  his  remarks  on  the  sketch  of  an  Introductioiu 
and  Chapter  I.  of  my  intended  Code  of  Political  EconomVi 
some  copies  of  which  I  printed  for  the  considerataoii  of  mv 
friends.  Ilis  observations  on  that  sketch  are  so  extremely  in- 
terestiiig,  that  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  inserdne 
tliem  here,  for  the  perusal  of  those  who  may  undertake  the 
task  of  conipIeti]ig  tliat  work,  if  it  should  not  be  in  my  poiwr 
to  attempt  it. 
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akinotr  Stnet,  (Londdn),  July  10.  IMI. 

Mv  Dr.Ait  Sir, 

h  cortainly  veas  nul  my  intention  lo  liavo  troubled  you 
with  any  remarks  on  the  Bk<^tch  of  un  Introduction,  niiH  of 
Cliapter  I,  of  a  Ckxlf  of  Political  Economy,  which  you  did  me 
the  hoiiour  to  send  to  me  for  that  jnirposc.  In  my  note  of 
Monday  last,  I  took  the  liberty  of  obscrvinff,  tliut  I  had  tiim- 
ed  my  ittitdies  to  no  bnuich  of  the  nubject  which  your  book 
(iropuses  to  treat,  except  the  siiif^lc  one  which  forms  the  topic 
of  my  latr  publication,  and  that  1  tliereforc  f{r«atly  teared  that 
I  (xinid  not  by  any  means  aflbrd  you  tliat  aid  which  you  liad 
the  ffooduess  tu  anticipate  firom  me. 

Hut  the  cdiiversation  that  has  passed  between  us  sinci.-  1 
wrote,  has  inspired  me  with  u  different  feeling.  I  found  in 
yuu  w  much  candour,  and  no  sincere  u  disposition  to  ^ve  its 
full  weight  to  wfaatpver  tnifibt  be  su^gY^ted  to  you  l)y  a  per- 
»o[i  who  had  cla«ely  applied  his  attention  to  any  of  the  jwints 
you  pro))ase  to  ireau  that  I  should  hold  myself  inexcusable  if 
I  did  not  eudenvour  to  throw  in  my  mite  of  iwntribution  to 
the  ptirpo!ie  you  have  in  hand. 

Ttie  chief  remark  with  which  I  troubled  you,  when  I  hail 
the  pleasure  to  see  y«w,  was,  that  you  seemed,  in  your  firrt 
chapter,  entirely  to  have  adopted  the  principle  of  Mt  Mal- 
thu6.  aud  that  that  could  not,  of  consequence,  appear  reaxon- 
alile  to  nu',  who  had  spent  between  two  und  three  yennt  in  en- 
deavouring to  refnix-  tlmt  ))rinciple,  and  who  persuaded  niysolf 
tliat  I  Imd  occompIiAed  what  I  undertook.  I  could  not  look 
u|>on  the  question  of  the  truth  or  felsehood  of  Mr  Maltlius'x 
principle  a»  n  matter  of  indifference,  convinced  as  I  was,  that 
it  wus  prejriumt  with  the  most  pernicious  cnnKetguenceM,  und 
led  to  a  Ireatment  of  man  in  society  the  moNi  barbnn>ui  and 

To  this  remaric  on  my  part  you  answered,  that  1  was  tn 
consider  tht.*  s]u*ets  vou  hnil  liad  the  ^iiKliietw  to  comtnimieute 
tome, asahketehonly:  that  they  contained  your  finit  tliou^hih; 
th«t  lhe«e  thoufrhtit  wore  iill  of  ihcm  liable  to  revision:  and 
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that  you  were  desirous  to  listen  to  any  suggestioiis  that  oouU 
be  offered,  respecting  any  part  of  your  plan* 

I  shall  attempt  nothing  more  in  this  letter,  tliati  to  endn- 
vour  to  call  your  attention  to  the  arguments  suggested  in  ■? 
book  on  population,  and  to  point  out  to  you  the  way  in  whick 
my  reasonings,  unless  the  arguments  of  my  book  are  iHmUt 
fallacious  and  nugatory,  are  entitled  to  modify  the  plan  of  yov 
first  chapter. 

You  say,  p.  30,  <<  An  eminent  author  maintains,  tfaatwluk 
population  proceeds  in  a  geometrical,  the  means  of  subsisteiMe 
only  advance  in  an  aritlmietical  series.  Though  these  toe- 
trines  have  certainly  some  remote  foundation,  they  are  not  am- 
stamtly  applicable,  to  the  extent  to  which  they  have  been  car- 
ried by  the  ingenious  founder  of  the  Malthusian  system." 

Now,  my  dear  Sir,  it  is  surely  somewhat  difficult  to  con- 
ceive how  a  mathematical  series  can  be  partly  true  and  partly 
false ;  and  I  would  entreat  you  to  recollect,  that,  according  t» 
Mr  Malthus,  ^^  the  population  which  might  have  been  pro- 
duced, from  a  single  pair,  since  the  Christian  era,  would  hirt 
been  sufficient,  not  only  to  fill  the  earth  quite  full  of  peopk, 
so  that  four  should  stand  upon  every  square  yard,  but  to  fll 
all  the  planets  of  our  solar  system  in  the  same  way ;  and  not 
only  them,  but  all  the  planets  revolving  round  the  stars  which 
are  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  supposing  each  of  them  to  be  a 
sun,  and  to  have  as  many  planets  belonging  to  it  as  our  son 
has."  Principles  of  Political  Ecmiomy^  p.  227.  Now,  this  is  ink 
a  doctrine  that  can  be  partly  true  and  partly  false.  Or,  sup- 
posing that  we  took  only  half,  and  said  that  the  principle  d 
population  would,  in  two  thousand  years,  people  the  wbok 
universe,  at  the  rate  of  two  men  to  every  square  yard,  how 
would  that  mend  tlie  matter? 

Elsewhere  you  say,  p.  52,  "  On  tlie  whole,  four  births  or 
children  to  a  marriage  seems  to  be  one  of  the  oldest  positions 
in  political  economy."  This  is  by  no  means  the  sum  of  tke 
argument  by  wliicli  I  undcrUike  to  refute  Mr  Malthus.  Ba? 
take  this  singly?  and  it  is  obvious  to  the  slightest  ohser^-ation, 
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tlial  four  cidltlreii  lo  a  marriagp  will  Imrely  keep  up  the  po- 
pulation, where  that  proportion  is  seen  to  prevail. 

My  doctrine  is,  that  populntinn,  judging  from  all  the  sa- 
tistactory  ilocuments  1  have  been  able  to  ohtain,  has  a  ten- 
dency to  increase  at  the  rate  of  a  doubling  in  a  little  more 
tlian  one  hundred  years;  but  that  such  interruptions  have 
been  found  to  occur  from  time  to  time  in  the  progress  of  this 
doubling,  tliat,  upon  the  whole,  we  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  the  world  is  at  all  more  populous  now,  than  it  was  three 
thousand  years  ago. 

Thus  fiir,  Sir,  I  have  pointed  out  some  error  or  inconsis- 
tency into  which  you  have  fallen,  in  the  sketch  of  the  first 
chapter  of  your  work.  I  now  proceed  to  my  second  point, 
which  is  to  ascertain  how  tar  my  arguments,  unless  they  shouhl 
be  found  to  be  wholly  fallacioas  and  nugatory,  are  entitled  to 
modify  the  plan  of  your  first  chapter. 

Vou  will  perhaps  perceive  upon  revision,  that  the  whole 
arrangement  of  "  subject*  to  be  discussed  in  chapter  first,"  is 
built  upon  the  theory  of  Mr  MaJthus.  Now,  if  this  theory 
should  prove  to  tie  merely  a  transient  meteor,  which  lias  ser- 
ved to  dazzle  and  mislead  the  public  mind  for  twenty  y^ars — 
if  thb  theory  is  radically  absurd,  and  if  the  book  1  have  writ- 
ten should  prove  to  be  an  uuauswerahle  refutation  of  it,  then 
it  is  unworthy  of  a  Code  of  Political  l-lconomy,  the  first 
sketch  of  which  is  dated  Jime  Hi'2 1,  to  mould  itself  according 
to  the  dictates  of  such  a  theory.  I  am  obliged,  in  this  place, 
to  take  these  suppositions  for  granted.  At  any  rate,  1  con- 
ceive it  is  wortliy  of  your  consideration,  that  Mr  Malthus's 
principles  must  be  true  or  fidse ;  to  which  give  me  leave  to 
add,  that  your  arrangement  itself  is  built  on  the  assumption 
of  their  truth.  Your  third  head,  "  On  the  checks  to  a  sn- 
perabundaJit  population,"  is  expressed  in  the  words  of  Mr 
Malthus,  and  your  diviuon  into  "  poudve  and  preventive 
checks"  is  his  division.  .Surely  in  all  tliis  you  shew  too  great 
H  deference  for  n  system  wliieh  in  founded  in  falsehooil. 

In  the  compa-vs  of  a  letter  I  can  do  little  more  than  refer 
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you  to  the  contents  of  my  book.  The  subjects  of  the  first 
two  divisions  of  my  work,  in  particular,  are,  1st,  To  shew  wiat 
has  been  the  population  of  the  earth  in  all  ages,  as  fiir  as  the 
records  of  history  can  carry  us,  viz.  a  peculation,  the  revene 
of  that  abundant  population,  which,  as  you  well  observe,  » 
pre^ant  with  so  many  advantages ;  and,  2d,  To  prove,  on  die 
^^  basis  of  statistical  inquiries,"  and  from  the  nature  al  tinufk 
that  it  must  be  expected  to  be  so. 

Under  the  first  of  these  heads  I  have  occasion  again  and 
again  to  remark,  that  all  the  wisest  statesmen  and  legislaton 
have  directed  their  attention  to  increase  tbe  number  of  tiieir 
people.  "  It  is  not  extent  of  territory,"  says  Fenelon,  THi- 
maqiiey  Liv.  xii.  ^^  that  makes  the  monarch,  but  the  number 
of  human  beings  by  whom  that  territory  is  peopled.  Lettlie 
country  in  which  you  rule  be  moderate  in  extent :  cover  k 
with  innumerable  inhabitants ;  let  those  inhabitants  be  sober, 
industrious  and  active  ;  and  your  power,  your  prosperity,  and 
your  glory  will  be  greater  than  those  of  all  the  conqueras 
that  ever  existed."  And  this  lias  been  the  voice  of  idl  anti- 
quity, and  of  all  modem  times,  with  scarcely  any  exception, 
down  to  the  period  when  Mr  Malthus  wrote. 

I  know  that  a  prejudice  has  unconsciously  arisen  in  fiivour 
of  the  doctrines  of  this  author,  from  the  history  of  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  human  species  as  it  is  related  in  the  Bible, 
though  Mr  Malthus  has  not  appealed  to  this  prejudice.  Is 
answer  to  this  I  have  nothing  to  say,  but  that^  according  ti» 
the  Bible,  man  in  the  early  ages  lived  about  a  thousand  yeais. 
and  what  effect  this  might  have  on  the  increase  of  population 
I  leave  it  to  others  to  ascertain.  Derham,  in  his  Physico- 
Theology,  says,  this  condition  "  was  of  absolute  necessity'  for 
the  more  speedy  peopling  of  tlie  world ;"  and  adds,  "  Wkei 
the  world  was  fidly  j)eopled,  (as  it  was  in  the  jige  of  Moses 
and  so  down  to  our  present  time),  the  lessening'  the  common 
ago  of  man  to  seventy  or  eighty  years  is  manifestlv  an  ap- 
pointment of  tlio  same  infinite  providence ;   as  bv  this  moans 
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tlie  peopled  world  in  kept  at  a  convenient  stay."     Pkysiah- 
Theology^  book  iv.  chapter  x. 

It  may  indeed  happen,  that  from  the  circumstances  of  a 
particular  country,  a  sudden  stagnation  of  trade,  by  which 
multitudes  are  deprived  of  employment,  there  may  be  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  too  abundant  population.  But  this  is  the  ex- 
ception ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  pernicious  in  reasoning, 
particularly  where  the  happiness  of  the  human  species  is  at 
stake,  than  to  turn  the  exception  into  the  rule.  Let  us  then 
still  affirm  with  P^ey,  the  Uitest  of  our  general  speculators 
upon  moral  and  political  philosophy,  ^^  The  quantity  of  hap- 
piness in  any  given  district,  although  it  is  possible  it  may 
be  increased,  the  number  of  inhabitants  remaining  the  same, 
is  chiefly  and  most  naturally  affected  by  alteration  of  the 
numbers ;  consequently,  the  decay  of  population  is  the  great- 
est evil  that  a  state  can  suffer ;  and  the  improvement  of  it  is 
the  object,  which  ought  in  all  countries  to  be  aimed  at,  in 
preference  to  every  other  political  purpose  whatsoever."  Mo^ 
ml  and  Political  Philosophy^  book  vi.  chapter  xi. 

I  have  troubled  you  with  these  remarks,  first,  because 
your  singular  candour  seemed  to  impose  on  me  the  duty  of 
a  frank  and  unreserved  communication ;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause it  would  grieve  me  to  see  the  errors  of  Mr  Malthus, 
not  more  pernicious  than  groundless, — errors  that  have  spread 
a  portentous  cloud  over  the  prospects  of  human  society  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  enshrined  to  posterity,  by  being  incor- 
porated with  your  benevolent  and  inde&tigable  labours  for 
the  good  of  mankind.  I  am,  my  Dear  Sir,  with  much  esteem, 
your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

William  Oodwiv. 
To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart 

In  a  posterior  letter,  dated  21st  July  1821,  Mr  Godwin 
states  the  main  object  of  his  letter  of  the  16th  to  have  been, 
to  press  upon  my  attention,  that  the  idea  of  *^  checks  to  popula- 
tion," as  something  to  be  desired,  were  the  mere  creatures  of 
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Mr  Malthus's  system.  He  observes,  for  instance,  that  it  miy 
happen,  from  the  circumstances  of  a  particular  country,  (a  stag- 
nation of  trade,  by  which  multitudes  are  deprived  of  emjdoy- 
ment),  that  there  may  be  the  appearance  of  a  too  abundant 
population.  But  this  is  the  exception ;  and  nothing  can  be 
more  pernicious  in  reasoning,  particularly  where  the  happi- 
ness of  the  human  species  is  concerned,  than  to  turn  the  ex- 
ception into  the  ruk.  '^  I  quarrel,^  he  adds,  <<  not  with  wardii 
but  with  ill  principles." 

It  is  impossible  to  close  this  article  without  alluding  to  his 
recent  publication,  ^<  Cloudesley,"  a  tale  which  has  few  rifak, 
and  none  surpassing  it,  in  any  age  or  country.  It  is  haidly 
to  be  credited,  at  his  advanced  period  of  life,  that  Mr  God- 
win could  have  written  a  work,  so  full  of  energy  of  thought, 
and  beauty  of  composition. 


4. — THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  WARREN  HASTINGS. 

I  did  not  know  a  more  amiable  character  in  private  life, 
than  the  celebrated  Warren  Hastings ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  clamour  against  his  public  conduct,  I  was  €x>nvinced,  that 
though  it  might  not  be  perfectly  unexceptionable,  yet  that 
what  he  did,  was  necessary  for  the  salvation  of  our  Indian 
empire.  Having  sent  him  the  copy  of  a  plan  of  an  agree- 
ment among  the  Powers  of  Europe,  &c.  for  the  purpose  of 
rewarding  discoveries  of  general  benefit,  he  expresses,  in  a  let- 
ter, dated  Daylesford-House,  3d  January  1797,  the  pleasure 
he  has  derived  from  the  knowledge  of  a  design,  which,  if 
carried  into  execution,  would  be  productive  of  more  solid  uti- 
lity to  the  race  of  mankind,  than  any  other  which  has  ever 
been  adopted.  He  then  adds  the  following  important  infor- 
mation : 

'^  1  will  venture  to  promise,  that  if  you  are  fortunate  enongb 
in  the  choice  of  your  agents,  (and  very  able  there  are),  India, 
and  Bengal  especially,  will  furnish  you  with  more  new 
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teriulH  of  knowledge,  in  all  Uiat  relates  to  tlic  useful  arU  of 
life,  than  all  the  societies  of  Europe  united.  I  particularly 
specify  Bengal,  because  it  possesses  a  greater  range  for  in- 
quiry than  either  of  the  other  two  Presidencies,  and  a  vast 
field  of  discovery  hitely  opened  lo  it,  by  tlie  acquisition  of  the 
Sanscrit  language,  and  the  numerous  writings  of  a  very  re- 
mote antiquity,  which  arc  yet  extant  in  the  possession  of  the 
Bramins,  and  easily  attjunable  from  them. 

"  I  almost  venture  to  conjecture,  that  you  intended  to  have 
questioned  me  upon  the  subject  of  n  very  extraordinary  oper- 
ation performed  upon  himself  by  Col.  Claude  Martlne.  for  the 
removal  of  a  stone  In  his  bladder.  Upon  this,  or  any  otiier 
matter  within  my  knowledge,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  gratify 
your  curiosity,  and  at  least  mark  the  wish  which  I  feet,  that 
I  was  able  to  Contribute  to  those  stores  of  information  which 
you  so  laudably  seek  to  accumulate  for  the  benefit  of  society. 
Warrev  Hastings." 


In  another  communication,  he  expressed  himself  greatly 
pleased  with  a  proposal  I  had  sent  to  the  Court  of  Directors, 
to  institute  &  Board  of  Agriculture  at  Bengal,  and  at  their 
other  settlements;  more  especially  as  they  had  established  one 
branch  of  it  in  their  botanical  garden,  which,  he  conceived, 
was  intended  for  the  trial  and  introduction  of  new  and  useful 
articles  of  vegetation,  and  not  to  be  confined  to  the  mere  clas- 
sification of  plants. 

Being  so  anxious  for  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of  Agri- 
culture in  the  East  Indies,  he  felt  great  regret  at  my  being 
deprived  of  the  Presidency  of  tlie  Board  I  had  established  in 
this  country ;  and  be  expressed  his  sentiments  on  that  subject 
in  the  following  terms :  "  I  read  some  time  since,  with  great 
sorrow,  that  the  Board,  which  owed  its  origin  to  your  foster- 
ing hand,  and  had  attained  under  it  so  great  a  degree  of  im- 
provement, was  deprived  of  your  services.  Still,  if  it  should 
continue  to  be  prosecuted  with  a  portion  of  that  zeal  which 
has  hitherto  animated  its  researches,  (which  I  much  doubt). 
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yours  will  be  the  prime  merit  of  ail  its  futare  successes;  and, 
if  it  lulls  into  neglect,  even  the  points  at  which  it  began  to 
fail,  will  serve  for  a  memorial  of  the  spirit  of  its  institutor." 

The  following  letter  seems  to  me  peculiarly  interesting,  m 
it  points  out  the  importance  of  making  inquiries  into  East  In- 
dian ag^culture : 

DaylesliBrd  Houm,  25ih  July  1797. 

Sir, 

It  was  not  the  least  of  my  regrets,  amon^  many  oCken  oc- 
CBBioned  by  similar  omissions,  that  I  lost  the  opportunity  d 
paying  my  respects  to  you,  which  my  late  visit  to  town,  thongk 
very  short,  might  have  afforded  me.  I  can  truly  assare  yw, 
Sir,  that  it  was  one  of  my  first  purposes,  though  defeated  hj 
I  scarce  know  what  cause. 

I  have  followed  your  movements  in  Parliament  witk  a  on- 
stant  and  interested  attention,  and  early  foreboded  the  fiulure 
of  your  bill  for  a  general  inclosure.  No  man  can  estimate 
more  highly  than  I  do  parliamentary  independence,  and  I  an 
afraid,  that  if  I  had  had  a  seat  in  the  House  of  ComnMns,  I 
should  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  my  vote  geneially 
against  that  side  which  you  appear  lately  to  have  chosen.  Yet 
I  should  have  been  pleased,  in  every  such  instance,  to  hesr 
your  voice  opposed  to  my  own ;  and  if  I  had  the  happinc» 
to  be  numbered  amongst  the  friends  of  Sir  John  Sinclair,  1 
should  avail  myself  of  that  privilege  to  say  to  him,  that  tk 
interests  of  which  he  has  charge  arc  too  great  to  be  sacrificed 
to  any  other  consideration  of  general  obligation. 

I  know  not  what  means  to  recommend  for  your  obtaininc 
useful  information  from  that  part  of  India  w^hich  is  most  ca- 
pable of  affording  it,  so  likely  to  prove  effectual,  as  to  addre» 
yourself  immediately  to  the  Governor-General,  Sir  John  Shore* 
He  possesses  a  libenil  mind,  and  one  capable  both  of  extend 
iijjg  itH  operations  beyond  the  prescribed  bounds  of  his  oSobI 
chai^ge  into  the  researches  of  science,  and  of  making  thm  re- 
sults useful  to  it.     I  regret  exceedingly,  that  it  never 
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red  to  me  to  make  iii(|uiriea  coocomin^  ibe  husbftwlry  (if  tliat 
country,  a»  I  have  reason  lo  beUeve  it  cotutuctnl  on  excellent 
jirinciples  :  tlioug;h  lliese.  from  the  poverty  of  tliu  I'ultivuton, 
who  are  aJnioHt  of  the  lowest  rank  in  society.  an<i  from  the  in- 
cuBsiderate  rapacity  of  their  landlords,  or  of  others  placed  in 
occasional  authority  over  tfacm,  axe  not  alwavs  perhap*<  ap* 
plioii  so  completely  ai  they  ought  to  be.  Tlie  cjirc  which 
the  husbandmen  of  tlua  dii4Jnrt  province  of  Bengal  take  to 
keep  their  fields  clear  of  wvrds,  exceeds  auy  tiling  1  havl^ 
ever  seeu  iu  otlier  |>ar(«  of  India,  or  in  England.  They  alsu 
excel  in  tlieir  ])reparattoti  of  the  soil  for  sowing  and  tniiw- 
plantiiig :  aiirl.  iu  other  iiittlaiiceit,  Lhcy  alittw  tlietnitclveii  well 
verged  in  their  art,  with  minds  so  pliable  to  impnn'ement.  that 
many  of  the  best  articles  of  tlieir  culture  are  of  foreign  intn^ 
iluctiuii.  1  remember  when  the  three  provinces  did  not  yield 
a  single  polatoe.  'lliat  article  is  row  in  universal  cnltivation  ; 
tliough  less  ill  Bengal  tlmn  Rahar,  the  clinatr  uf  whiclt  i» 
more  suitable  to  iu 

It  it  prolialile  tliat  the  ancient  Utrniture  ul'  the  Bnuoins 
may  treat  of  this  science.  Sir  John  .Shore  might  recommend 
it  to  the  particular  attention  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  of  which 
he  is  the  President ;  or  might  himself  employ  learned  men, 
of  that  order,  to  searcli  the  Sanscrit  records  for  the  discovery 
of  wliat  they  mny  contain  relating  to  iu  1  am  sure  tliat  he 
would  aoeept  such  a  coramisiuon  from  you  with  pleasure. 
You  cannot  want  an  introduction.  I  have  the  honour  lo  l>«^ 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  hiithful  M-rvant. 

Wakken  Hahtin«ii. 


AuioDg  the  other  papers  I  collected  regarding  Mr  Has- 
tings, I  found  im  acoouulof  an  interesting diicuMtion  between 
us,  regarding  the  curiosity  of  the  English,  to  see  great  men, 
and  new  nglits. 

I  bad  observed,  that  ta  consequence  of  the  erawda  wkv^ 
were  incessantly  flocking  after  the  Min|ieror  Alexander,  his 
Prussian  Majesty,  and  tlie  other  atrangera  who  have  hitc^ 
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visited  us,  foreigners  were  ridiculing  the  curiosity  of  the  Eng- 
lish, and  affected  to  consider  it  a  mark  ci  inferiority  of  chft- 
racter. 

Mr  Hastings  said,  he  thought  it  a  proof  of  the  revene; 
and  to  justify  this  opinion,  he  mentioned  the  following  aIle^ 
dote : 

^<  I  remember,  (he  said),  when  Governor  of  Bengal,  be- 
ing on  a  voyage  up  the  Ganges,  accompanied  by  a  greater 
number  of  vessels,  of  all  descriptions,  some  of  them  of  supe- 
rior size  and  beauty,  than  is  usually  seen  upon  that  rirer. 
In  passing  through  the  lower  part  of  the  province  of  Ben- 
gal, where  the  atmosphere  is  humid,  and  the  people  are 
feeble,  both  in  body  and  mind,  not  one  of  them  took  the 
least  notice  of  us.  But  no  sooner  had  we  reached  the  m- 
vince  of  Bahar,  where  the  natives  are  of  a  more  manly  and 
energetic  description,  than  the  banks  of  the  river  were  co- 
vered with  a  succession  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  when  we  came 
to  Patna  the  capital,  not  a  window,  terrace,  or  balcony  of 
the  houses,  which  fronted  the  river,  was  left  unoccupied, 
while  the  fleet  glided  past  them.  I  have  ever  since  been  sa- 
tisfied, that  curiosity  in  a  nation  is  a  sure  sign  of  strengdi 
of  body,  and  vigour  of  intellect ;  that  it  denotes  a  character 
eager  to  obtain  information,  and  to  acquire  new  ideas ;  and 
that  the  anxiety  to  see  great  men,  and  new  sights,  with  wUd 
the  English  have  been  recently  reproached,  but  which  Shake 
speare  has  alluded  to  in  the  Tempest,  in  so  pointed  a  maniKr, 
as  existing  in  his  time,  proves  them  to  be  an  active  and  intd- 
ligent  race  of  people,  and  infinitely  superior  to  those  who  nt- 
ver  inquire  about  any  thing,  and  who  can  encounter  the  great- 
est personages  in  Europe,  without  feeling  or  emotion." 

It  may  farther  be  remarked,  that  as  to  the  Bridsh  puUk 
running  after  the  Emperor  Alexander,  and  the  other  distm- 
guished  characters  who  accompanied  him  to  this  countns  it 
ought  to  be  attributed  less  to  mere  curiosity,  than  to  a  wvk 
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of  expressing  affection  and  gratitude  to  those,  wlio  have 
essentially  coutribiited  to  the  delivenuice  of  Eiinipe, 


5. OK  GtLI.IES,  THE  HISTORIAN. 

This  respectable  literary  character  is  well  known  for  hk  His- 
tory of  Greece,  and  oilier  ingenious  publications.  Having 
requested  his  opinion  of  an  introduction  I  had  sketched  out 
to  my  intended  Code  of  Political  Economy,  he  returned  it 
with  the  following  letter : 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  read  with  much  pleasure  the  sketch  of  your  intro- 
<luction  herewith  returned  ;  and  most  earnestly  hope  and  trust, 
that  you  will  have  health  and  leisure  to  undertake  and  bring 
to  a  conclusion  the  great  work  to  which  it  is  a  prelude,  and 
for  the  execution  of  which,  in  the  best  manner,  no  man  in  the 
kingdom  is  so  well  qualified  as  yourself.  A  performance  of 
that  kind,  both  in  ils  own  value,  and  the  example  which  it 
sets  to  the  world,  soars  above  transient  concerns  and  tempo- 
rary employments,  and  is  truly  worthy  of  a  Ctmgvl  iwn  wiias 
aimi.  Your  complete  analysis  of  the  subject  is  what  gives  me 
particular  delight :  because  in  such  complex  matters  as  politi- 
cal economy,  partial  ^-iews,  and  the  undue  amplification  of 
particular  parts,  are  continually  hurrying  mankind  into  the 
greatest  practical  errors.  According  to  your  desire,  I  have 
noted  a  few  slight  corrections  on  the  margin.  I  remain,  moat 
truly,  your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Gilijes. 

9.  upper  ScTmour  Sttret,  Ponman  Squur, 
i!Sd  Pcbniuy  iSOf. 


The  materials  for  drawing  up  the  work  above  alluded  to  are 
now  completed ;  and  most  anxiously  does  tlie  Author  wish  for 
health  and  strength  to  enable  him  to  proceed  nnth  so  arduous 
an  undertaking. 

2l2 
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6. — THE  RIGHT  HON.  SIR  JOSEPH  BANKS,  BART.  P.E.8. 

There  are  few  men  who  were  more  fortunate  in  life,  thu 
Sir  Joseph  Banks.     He  was  bom  with  a  vigrorous  consdtD- 
tion, — ^inherited  a  huge  fortune, — possessed  a  great  fond  cf 
good  sense, — had  a  turn  for  business, — and  was  GapaUerf 
going  through  much  mental,  as  well  as  personal  labour.    Et 
had  directed  his  particular  attention  to  botany,  and  thongi 
not  deeply  conversant  with  any  other  hranck  ai  aeienoe,  jici, 
in  that  department,  he  was  highly  distinguished.      Wlien 
elected  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  he  became  a  land  of 
centre  to  the  literature  of  the  country,  and  under  his  watfka 
the  Society  flourished.     He  wisely  resolved  not  to  meddk 
with  politics,  which  would  have  procured  him  some  lakewna 
friends,  but  a  number  of  violent  enemies.     He  was  hostile  l» 
the  idea  of  establishing  a  Board  of  Agrioulture,   thinldi^ 
perhaps,  that  it  might  interfere  with  the  pursuits  of  the  Rojfil 
Society,  in  whose  Transactions  some  papers  on  agiicultiff 
had  been  inserted ;  but  I  recommended  his  bein^  appointed   | 
a  member  afficiaUy^  as  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  beiaf 
persuaded,  that  he  would  view  the  Board,  when  the  meatucf 
I  had  in  contemplation  were  acted  upon,  in  a  £Bivourahle  1^ 
He,  in  fisM^t,  became  a  very  useful  member,  and  was  quite  da*   | 
lighted  with  the  connexion  which  he  was  thus  enabled  to  fas 
with  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  other  eminent  aflrncultariitii 
with  whom  otherwise  he  had  no  prospect  of  being  acquunt^ 
The  following  letter  is  a  sufficient  proof,  both  of  his  zeal  fe 
botany,  and  of  the  interest  he  took  in  the  proceedings  of  tk 
Board  of  Agriculture. 

My  Dear  Sir  John, 
Many  thanks  for  your  Address,  which  I  laid  on  my  dbk 
last  night,  very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  my  friends,  wl» 
seemed  pleased  to  find  that  the  Board  has  been  so  activelj 
employed  this  last  season. 
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1  )(rievc  1  Iwve  not  be^a  nble  to  mlUiiJ  ot'Cfiicr ;  but  1  tiave 
bad  a  Kuson  marc  than  usually  full  of  pmploymcnl,  having 
tliis  winter  looked  over,  .ind  put  iiumca  to  two  vust  coUecdons 
of  plants,  the  one  brought  from  China,  by  Lord  Macartiiey, 
tJie  otiicr  from  tlie  nortli-west  coast  of  America,  by  a  botatiist 
of  your  country,  sent  by  Government  for  the  sole  purpoec  of 
improving  natural  history. 

1  nincerely  wiah  you  all  pleasure  during  thi-  vai-atioii,  ami 
all  aucceas  to  your  undertjilcings,  iM'iiig.  with  real  cntecni  and 
regurd,  yvnr  fiiithfnl  humble  serviiiit. 

Jos.    B*.VKN. 

Mtj  sa  I7»0, 
Spring  Gn»E. 

At  his  «le»ire,  1  drew  up  an  account  of  the  Husbandry  of 
Scotland,  a  work  on  which  the  Mibjuined  letter  contained  a 
very  satisfactory  encomium;  and  1  was  glad  to  find  that  lie 
likewise  approved  mucli  of  tlie  pW  on  which  I  proposed  to 
prepare  "  A  Code  of  Agriculture." 

IUvHt>T  lUdcy.  On.  13.  1619. 
Mr  Dear  Sia  John, 

I  rejoice  to  Icam,  from  your  fiivour  of  the  9tli,  that  you 
have  pitched  your  tents  in  my  neif^bourhood ;  tliat  1  sliaU 
sometimes  nee  you  in  London,  and  oftener,  I  truxt,  while  I 
am  at  }>pring  Grove,  where  I  always  reside  during  the  three 
bent  months  in  the  year. 

1  rejoice  to  hear  that  your  Soottiah  Agriculture  has  met  with 
so  extensive  a  sale.  The  adoptifla  of  it  in  England  will  proba- 
bly be  the  conscf] nonce,  and  a  more  benelidal  one  can  scarce 
be  conceived.  That  a  Scots  farmer  can  get  more  crop  from  tlie 
earth  than  an  LngUsh  one,  seems  a  fiict  not  to  l>e  <lisputed. 
To  hnnr  bren  the  cattsr  of  imparting  to  Evglukvien,  the  ihiU  of 
Scat*  fnmtfrt,  in  indrrtl  a  proud  reeollecHim, 

A  Code  of  Agricnlture  from  your  hands  will  be  an  ^ree- 
ahle  present  lo  the  public.     No  one  has  m  much  experience 
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in  the  theory  of  husbandry  as  yourself.  No  one,  therefore,  is 
80  able  to  lay  down  the  most  approved  modes  of  practice. 
Adieu,  my  Dear  Sir  John.     Always  fiEUthftdly  youFB, 

Joseph  Banks. 

I  wished  much  to  prevail  upon  Sir  Joseph  to  leave  behind 
him  some  decisive  proof  of  his  zeal  for  literature ;  and  with  thii 
view  suggested,  that  he  should  leave  his  house  in  Soho  Square, 
his  library,  and  an  income  of  £.  1 000  per  annum  to  his  successor 
in  the  Presidency  of  the  Royal  Society,  provided  he  was  not 
a  member  of  either  House  of  Parliament.  Such  a  bequest 
would  not  have  been  a  material  deduction  from  his  lai^  pro- 
perty, and  would  have  been  of  immense  use  to  science ;  but 
I  could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  adopt  a  plan  which  would 
liave  been  productive  of  the  most  useful  consequences. 


7. — ARTHUR  YOUNG,  ESg.  SECRETARY  TO  THE  BOARD  OF 

AGRICULTURE. 

Mr  Young  had  devoted  himself,  for  a  great  number  of 
years,  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  both  in  its  literary  and 
practical  departments.  He  found,  however,  that  the  two 
branches  were  hardly  compatible ;  for,  while  he  was  running 
about  collecting  information  for  his  intended  publications,  the 
management  of  his  farm  was  neglected ;  and,  though  he  got 
a  great  deal  of  applause  for  his  spirited  exertions,  yet  they 
were  not  likely  to  be  productive  of  any  pecuniary  benefit 

We  had  frequently  discussed  together  agricultural  topics; 
and,  on  my  happening  to  mention  to  Mr  Young,  my  intentioD 
of  moving  in  Parliament  for  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of 
Agriculture,  he  said,  "  That  it  was  perfectly  unnecessary  to 
take  that  trouble,  as  there  was  not  the  least  chance  of  suo 
cess."  We  two  authors  thus  differing  in  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, we  resolved  to  lay  a  literary  wager  which  should  prove  in 
tlie  right ;  Mr  Young  betting  a  copy  of  his  Annals  of  Agri- 
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culture'  a^nst  a  i-opy  of  my  Statisticul  Accuinit  of  Scot- 
land. 

Soon  after,  I  wrote  Mr  Young,  that  I  was  to  have  a  conver- 
sation with  Mr  Pitt  upon  the  subject,  and  that  be  would  cer- 
tainly lose  his  bet.  Mr  Young,  in  his  answer,  dated  10th  Ja- 
nuary 1793,  said,  "  You  are  goin^  to  Mr  Pitt,  and  I  am  to 
lose  the  wager.  When  you  come  from  Mr  Pitt,  I  shall  win 
the  wager.  Pray,  don't  give  Ministers  more  credit  than  they 
deserve,  hi  manufactures  and  commerce  you  may  bet  secure- 
ly ;  hut  they  never  did,  and  never  will  do  any  thing  for  the 
plough.  Your  Board  of  Agriculture  will  be  in  the  moon;  if 
on  earth,  remember  I  am  to  be  secretary." 

After  many  delays,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  public 
affairs  at  that  time,  the  question  at  last  came  on,  and  was  car- 
ried by  a  largo  majority ;  and  1  had  tlie  satisfaction  of  an- 
nouncing my  success  to  Mr  Young,  and  of  informing  him,  at 
tlie  same  time,  that  1  had  him  in  view  for  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary. Though  he  lost  his  bet,  therefore,  Mr  Young  never- 
theless sent  a  set  of  his  Annals  to  the  binder,  having  had 
much  pleasure  in  presenting  a  copy  of  tliem  to  the  President 
of  the  new  Board.  His  astonishmout  at  my  success  appears 
from  the  following  letter : 


May  19.  I7D3. 

Upon  my  word  you  are  a  very  fine  fellow,  and  I  have  drank 
your  health  in  bumpers  more  than  once.  You  begin  to  tread 
on  land ;  and  what  1  conceived  to  be  perfectly  aerial,  seems 
much  less  ])roblpmatical  than  before.  Premiums  might  be 
made  to  do  much  good ;  but  they  would  demand  another  thou- 
sand to  the  sum  you  propose. 

Let  inc  have  your  speech  fully  and  directly ;  and,  if  you 
establish  a  Secretary  on  a  respectable  footing,  do  not  forget 
the  farmer  at  Bradfield.  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  faithful  and 
obliged,  A.  Yoi  ST., 


The  Annals 
I     handsomely. 


■  preparing,  and  shall   be  bound  and  gilt 
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Mr  Young  and  I  went  on  very  cordially  togedicr,  as  Pke* 
sident  and  Secretary  of  the  Board.  He  thought  that  Ae 
county  reports  would  never  be  completed ;  but,  in  a  letter, 
dated  dOth  December  ld08»  he  congmtulated  me  on  haiiif 
finished  so  immense  a  work,  which  he  believed  no  other  pa- 
son  would  have  gone  through,  from  the  g^reat  labovr  wtiA 
it  required.  When  Mr  Young  died,  h6  left  behind  him  i 
work,  to  which  the  name  of  the  **  Elements  of  Agricnitnv^" 
had  been  given.  He  had  been  collecting'  the  materials  fm 
above  forty  years ;  and  it  was  founded,  not  only  on  his  ovi 
inquiries  and  experience,  but  on  the  examination  of  all  tk 
most  valuable  books  that  had  been  printed  on  the  subjecL 
He  flattered  himself  that  it  would  have  produced  a  handnme 
sum  for  the  benefit  of  his  family  ;  but  every  negociatioii  kt 
that  purpose  was  unsuccessful.  At  my  earnest  request  the 
manuscripts  were  sent  to  EkUnburgh,  for  the  porpoae  of  Bf 
ascertaining  in  what  manner  the  woi4c  was  executed ;  and  bor 
^  it  was  desirable  to  have  it  printed.  From  that  exandii* 
tion,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  would  be  in  the  Ugk-  I 
est  degree  beneficial  to  agriculture  to  have  the  work  puUiik- 
ed ;  and  that  a  public  grant  for  that  purpose,  to  the  amouat  if 
such  a  sum  as  £.1500,  (which  would  be  sufficient  for  the  ^ 
pose),  could  not  be  better  bestowed.  It  would  be  a  pity  tfat 
so  much  labour,  on  an  object  of  such  high  importance  as  die 
improvement  of  agriculture,  should  be  totally  lost,  wfaei9 
small  a  sum  would  rescue  it  from  that  oblivion  to  wkick  k 
must  otherwise  he  destined. 


8. — WILLIAM  MARSHALL,   ESQ. 

Among  the  numerous  writers  on  agricultiu*e,  who  flofflvk- 
od  in  the  course  of  the  last  centur)',  there  is  none  whose  B^ 
rits  stand  higher  than  those  of  Mr  JMarshall.  He  wm  x^ 
markably  intelligent  and  judicious;  but  unfortunately  it  wtf 
hardly  possible  to  keep  up  any  lasting  intercourse  with  him. 
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from  the  defects  of  fait  temper.  Hi«  descriptions  of  ^^  7%e 
SmrcdEconmny  of  the  several  Distriett  in  EnffkauT*  are  h^hly 
valuable ;  but  he  was  extremely  indigDant  at  ^  The  County 
Reports"  I  had  set  on  foot,  as  likely  to  interfere  with  his  pub- 
lications. He  therefore  published  a  most  violent  attack  upon 
them,  which  I  was  glad  he  did,  as  it  explained  both  their  de- 
fects and  their  merits.  When  he  died,  I  was  extremely  anx- 
ious to  have  any  works  printed  that  he  had  left  beliind  him 
unpublished,  but  the  attempt  (as  will  afterwards  appear)  proved 
unsuccessfid. 

Having  pr<^>osed  to  Mr  Marshall  that  he  shouU  undertake 
a  survey  of  our  Scottish  husbandry,  I  received,  in  return,  the 
following  communication : 

Fkkermg,  (Yorkiriun),  Itti  Dk.  179a 

Sir, 

I  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  admowledging  my- 
self highly  sensible  of  the  honour  you  have  done  me  in  your 
letter  of  the  29th  ult 

The  Society  you  are  establishing  for  the  preservation  and 
improvement  of  British  wool,  appears  to  me  of  the  first  conse- 
quence to  the  lasting  prosperity  of  this  nation ;  and  it  would 
fl^ve  me  great  satis&ction  to  be  instrumental  in  forwarding  so 
desirable  a  design,  in  any  way  compatible  with  my  own  un- 
dertaking. But,  Sir,  the  intinmtion  you  are  pleased  to  throw 
out,  is  such  as  I  cannot  conceive  to  be  applicable  to  myseU^ 
while  Dr  Anderson  is  so  superioriy  calculated  to  preclude  my 
endeavours. 

The  queries  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  send  me,  I  have 
perused  with  pleasure,  as  they  appear  to  form  a  broad  foun- 
dation on  which  to  erect  your  patriotic  work. 

In  regard  to  iny  northern  survey,  I  have  to  thank  you  very 
much.  Sir,  for  the  hiilt  you  have  dropt.  I  have  no  doubt  of 
the  liberality  and  public  spirit  of  the  gentlemen  of  North  Bri- 
tain ;  but  a  subscription  is  among  the  last  experiments  I  could 
persuade  myself  to  use  toward  the  completion  of  my  design. 
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Nevertheless,  ratber  than  forego  the  advantage  of  obtainiiig  a 
knowledge  of  the  husbandry  of  Scotland^  I  may  hereafter  at- 
tempt a  means  of  that  nature.  The  past  autumn  I  spent  in 
West  Kent,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  the  management  of  hopi; 
and  Lord  Egremont  has  honoured  me  with  an  invitation  bto 
Sussex,  which  it  is  probable  I  shall  visit  next  spring,  and  en- 
deavour to  complete  a  survey  of  the  southern  cx^undes,  befive 
I  enter  upon  that  of  the  northern  provinces. 

Should  a  fresh  disposition  of  drcuinstances  take  place,  I 
will  do  myself  the  honour  of  apprising  you.  I  am,  with  tbe 
greatest  respect.  Sir,  your  obliged  most  humble  servant, 

WiuLiAM  Marshall. 

Upon  hearing  of  Mr  Marshall's  death,  (which  happened  id 
1818),  and  ascertaining  the  name  and  abode  of  his  executn, 
I  immediately  wrote  to  him  to  know,  whether  Mr  Marshall  Ind  [ 
left  any  papers  behind  him  fit  for  publication,  and  what  would 
be  the  best  plan  of  having  them  published,  to  which  I  recei- 
ved the  following  reply : 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  polite  letter  of  the  12th,  I  am  sorry  to 
inform  you,  that  the  last  illness  of  my  late  relative  Mr  )Iir- 
ishall,  (of  whom  you  speak  so  handsomely),  was  of  so  painiiil 
a  nature,  that  he  was  not  able  to  give  any  directions  respect- 
ing his  unpublished  works.  I  have  looked  over  part  of  his 
MSS.,  but  have  not  found  one  on  a  general  work  on  agricul- 
ture, in  a  state  of  forwardness  yet ;  but  am  in  hopes  of  doing 
so,  as  I  have  found  some  detached  pieces,  which  appear  to  k 
Tough  sketches  of  parts  of  such  a  work,  which  he  certainly 
always  had  an  intention  of  composing. 

We  intend  to  print  every  thing  that  may  be  likely  to  be 
of  service  to  the  public.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your 
very  obedient  servant, 

W.  Wells. 

Pickering,  29ih  Oct.  1819. 
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9. — DR  ERASMUS  DARWIN. 

It  was  liighly  gratifying  to  me,  to  have  prevailed  on  so 
able  a  writer  as  the  celebrated  Dr  Darwin,  the  author  of  Zoo- 
nomia,  and  of  the  Botanic  Garden,  to  draw  up  a  work  on 
Practical  Agriculture. 

His  ^^  Phytologia,  or  the  Philosophy  of  Agriculture  and 
Gardening,"  is  a  most  valuable  performance.  In  it  will  be 
found  a  number  of  useful  observations  of  a  practical  nature ; 
in  particular,  he  is  one  of  the  first  authors  who  recommended 
bone-dust  as  a  manure  :  but,  on  the  whole,  it  is  of  too  phi- 
losophic a  description  to  be  calculated  for  general  use.  Be- 
fore the  work  was  published,  he  sent  me  the  following  letter, 
accompanied  with  a  sketch  of  his  intended  dedication  : 

Derby,  Nor.  a  1797. 

Sir, 

I  have  employed  the  vacant  hours  which  I  could  command, 
in  writing  a  theory  on  vegetation,  implied  to  agriculture  and 
gardening.  The  work  has  proceeded  but  slowly,  and  it  will  yet 
be  some  months  before  I  shall  think  I  have  sufficiently  studied 
it,  to  commit  it  to  the  press.  I  believe  it  will  make  two  vo- 
lumes octavo  *.  I  hope  you  will  permit  me  to  prefix  the  in- 
closed dedication  to  you ;  as  without  your  instigation,  I  should 
not  have  attempted  it 

In  respect  to  a  society  to  collect  medical  fiicts,  I  dare  say 
it  might  be  a  very  useful  institution,  if  managed  with  that 
activity  and  address  which  you  have  so  laudably  exerted  in 
the  Agricultural  Society.  I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your 
much  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

E.  Darwin. 

*  It  wM  printed  in  one  vol.  44o,  an.  1800. 
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DEDICATION. 

To  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Baronet,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  by  whose  unremitted  exerticms  such  importaiit 
improvements  have  been  accomplished  in  the  coltiTBtioB  of 
the  earth,  that  great  source  of  life  and  felicity  !  this  Wari[, 
which  was  begun  by  his  instigation,  and  forwarded  by  Ui  es- 
couragement,  is  dedicated,  with  true  respect,  by  his  much  ob- 
liged and  obedient  servant. 

The  Author*. 


10. — MR  JOSEPH  ELKINGTON,  THE  CELEBRATED  DRAIHEB. 

Among  the  great  discoveries  which  the  Board  of  Agriod- 
ture  was  the  means  of  bringing  to  light,  those  made  by  a  fi^ 
nier  in  Warwickshire,  Mr  Joseph  Elking^ton,  in  the  art  if 
draining  land,  were  found  to  be  of  peculiar  importance.  I  tool 
a  great  deal  of  pains,  therefore,  to  bringr  lug  plans  forwaid; 
and  as  he  was  totally  incapable  himself  of  describing  then,  i 
sent  a  very  intelligent  engineer,  who  went  to  the  verv  fidd 
where  the  discovery  was  accidentally  made,  and  thence  vbrt- 
ed  with  him  all  his  other  principal  operations,  taking  plus 
and  giving  descriptions  of  each.    In  this  way,  a  complete  a^ 

count  of  the  system,  in  all  its  branches,  was  oonmmnicated  ^ 

; 

*  Another  friend  of  mine  in  England,  (Walter  TreTclyan,  Esq.  of  NediB- 
Whitton,  near  Morpeth,  in  Northumberland),  was  still  more  entfausiasbc.  b 
a  letter,  dated  24th  December  181 S,  he  says,  *<  I  cannot,  my  Dear  Sb,  c» 
elude,  without  expressing  a  thorough  conviction  of  the  ffreat  benefit  vi^ 
Great  Britain  has  already  derived,  and  will  continue  so  to  do,  from  your  pf^ 
tic  exertions ;  and  which  will  entitle  you  to  be  placed  hereafter  amonctf  in 
worthies,  llius  much,  and  more  is,  your  due,  who  have  in  a  wiyitw  brongf^ 
agriculture  to  its  ne  plus  uUra.  But  I  look  forward  to  distant  years,  wbea  tk 
whole  world  may  reap,  by  your  means,  ample  harvests,  filline  everr  iPiMin 
and  every  kingdom  in  it,  with  food,  and  joy,  and  happineaa.** 

Nothing  but  the  stimulus  of  such  encomiums,  however  extiBvainmt  tfaev  mv 
appear,  could  have  induced  any  one  to  have  undergone  the  endless  laboiff  ^ 
vexation,  which  were  unavoidable  in  carrying  on  the  various  measoies  fcr  ^ 
improvement  of  the  country,  which  I  had  been  induced  to  undertake. 
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the  public,  and  numbers  were  enabled  to  carry  it  on,  from  the 
information  thus  given  them. 

It  appears  by  a  letter  from  Mr  Elkington,  dated  July  the 
14th  1799,  that  fr-om  neglecting  his  own  private  concerns,  in 
order  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  this  g^reat  discovery,  he  had 
fiedlen  into  iliuch  distress ;  and  as  he  had  not  the  means  of  cul* 
tivating  the  whole  of  his  farm,  the  losses  he  sustained,  frt>m 
a  large  part  of  it  remaining  in  an  unproductive  state,  exceed- 
ed all  calculation.  In  this  letter  he  stated,  that  <^  if  he  could 
procure  a  sum  that  would  enable  him  to  work  the  whole  of 
the  land,  the  produce  therefrtmi  would  amply  repay  every 
thing  ;  and  that  about  £.700  would  not  only  be  sufficient,  to 
relieve  him  from  his  present  difficulties,  but  to  enable  him  to 
leave  an  ample  sum  to  his  fiunily." 

In  order  that  such  important  objects  might  be  effected,  I 
resolved  to  bring  his  services  under  the  consideration  of  Par- 
liament, and  to  endeavour  to  procure  for  them  a  public  grant 
There  was  no  preeedent  for  such  an  application,  and  the  mo- 
tioii  on  that  account  met  with  some  opposition ;  but  it  was  ul-  * 
timately  carried,  and  the  distresses  to  which  this  ingenious 
and  useful  man  was  subjected  were  happily  relieved,  by  the 
grant  of  so  moderate  a  sum  as  £.  1000. 


11. — MR  ANDREW  MEIKLE,  THE  INVENTOR  OF  THE  THRESH- 
ING-MILL. 

The  threshing-machine  is  unquestionably  the  most  valuable 
implement  that  has  been  introduced  into  the  practice  of  hus- 
bandry, in  the  course  of  the  last  century.  The  saving  of 
manual  labour  which  it  occasioned,  and  that  of  a  very  severe 
kind,  is  beyond  calculation ;  while,  by  its  means,  the  grain  is 
separated  from  the  straw  in  a  more  perfect  and  expeditious 
manner  than  has  hitherto  been  accomplished  by  any  other  sort 
of  improvement,  with  this  additional  advantage,  that  the  quan- 
tity produced  is  increased  to  the  extent  of  one-twentieth. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  this  machiney  on  the  prindpks 
on  which  it  is  now  constructed,  was  the  invention  of  Andrev 
Meikle,  civil-engineer,  at  Houston-mill,  near  Haddington,  in 
Scotland ;  and  as,  besides  its  other  advantages,  tlie  fiualityof 
managing  extensive  fiEurms  was  thus  greatly  promoted,  it  o^ 
curred  to  me,  that  it  was  a  duty  incumbent  upon  the  landed 
and  agricultural  interests  to  reward  the  inventor ;  and  that  tk 
lead  in  this  business  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  nobility  Msi 
gentry  of  the  county  of  Haddington,  where  Mr  Meikle  le- 
sided.     With  a  view  of  bringing  the  subject  forward,  in  tlie 
capacity  of  President  of  the  Board  of  Ag^culture,  I  address- 
ed a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Haddinton,  Liord-Lieutenant  of  die 
county,  recommending  it  to  his  attention.     A  g^eneral  meet- 
ing was  held  on  the  26th  December  1809,   when  the  mei- 
sure  was  unanimously  approved  (jf.     A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  plan  into  effect,  by  whose  successful  ei- 
ertions  a  sum  of  money  was  raised,  to  the  amount  of  about 
£.1500,  by  which  Mr  Meikle  and  his  fieunily  were  rescued 
from  that  state  of  poverty  into  which  otherwise  they  wooU 
have  fallen.     Ingenious  mechanics  of  all  descriptions  were 
thus  stimulated  to  employ  their  talents  in  making  useful  &- 
coveries,  from  the  prospect  afforded  them,   that  their  futaxt 
interests,  as  well  as  their  immediate  advantage,  would  not  be 
neglected  *. 


f 


*  I  had  afterwards  the  satisfaction  of  raising  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Wif 
of  Mr  Small,  by  whose  means  the  construction  of  the  Scoteh  plouiph  w»  » 
much  improved. 

The  consequences  of  these  improvements,  in  the  southern  districts  of  Seot* 
land,  are  hardly  to  be  credited.  A  farm  in  East  Lothian  of  only  330  irik 
acreS)  was  raised  to  £.8,  2s.  per  Scotch  acre,  or  £.2673  in  all  ;  and  the  ftimd 
North  Berwick  Mains,  of  nearly  the  same  size,  paid  nearly  the  same  sum.  ^ 
distinguished  agriculturist,  Mr  Brown  of  Markle,  remembers,  in  his  earlv  ^t^ 
both  these  farms  at  a  rent  of  about  £.300  per  atmum,  and  yet  the  occapio 
were  in  a  poor  condition,  and  paid  these  moderate  rents  with  difficulty. 

The  spirit  of  the  country,  however,  having  been  called  into  action  and  tlie  sp- 
rit of  improvement  exdted,  by  increased  prices,  the  tenantry  besan  to  think  as  mB 
as  to  act ;  and  the  land  was  enabled,  by  superior  cultiTatioQ,  to  produce  sff* 
than  previously  had  been  thought  possible. 
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I'i. — Dlt  PARRY  OF  BATH. 


This  intelligent  physician  had  a  great  turn  for  agriculture  j 
and,  in  particular,  liad  paid  attention  to  the  Merino  breed  of 
sheep,  and  their  crosses  with  the  Ryeland.  Being  anxious  to 
obtain  aN  much  authentic  information  as  possible,  upon  that 
subject,  I  prevailed  upon  the  Board  to  offer  a  premium  for 
the  be*t  Essay  respecting  it;  to  which  Dr  Parry  was  found 
justly  entitled.  His  Essay  was  printed  in  the  communica- 
tions to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  vol.  v.  part  2,  p.  337,  and 
is  a  work  of  a  very  superior  description. 

On  the  subject  of  that  Essay,  I  received  the  following  let- 
ter from  Dr  Parry : 

UlR, 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  youi  present  of  Dr 
Duncan's  collections  on  the  diseases  of  sheep,  which  1  recei- 
ved a  few  days  ago,  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Townsend.  It  is,  on 
the  whole,  the  best  account  which  I  have  seen.  Indeed,  I 
know  of  no  other  collection ;  but  it  would  have  been  more 
intelligible  la  the  English  reader,  if  the  provindaliams  had 
been  explained  by  a  glossary. 

I  look  forward  with  impatience  to  the  perusal  of  your  work 
on  Longe\-ity,  which  I  am  to  have  in  a  few  days,  and  from 
which  I  have  already  seen  extracts,  which  seem  to  me  very 
important,  and  altogether  original.  Tlie  subject  itself  b  new, 
and  certainly  worthy  of  the  most  diligent  research. 

I  have  at  length  finished  the  last  page  of  my  Essay  for  the 
Board,  which,  I  trust,  will  not  di^race  their  next  volume. 
It  has  been  to  me  a  work  of  great  labour :  in  order  to  com- 
pose which,  I  have  been  obliged  to  forego  many  a  meal,  and 
steal  many  an  hour  from  sleep.  I  shall  feel  myself  sufficient- 
ly recompensed,  if  by  this,  and  other  publications,  the  result 
of  the  observations  of  fifteen  years,  I  shall  succeed  in  recom- 
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mending,  to  the  general  attention  of  my  countrymen,  tlie  im- 
portant object  on  whick  I  have  addressed  them. 

Wisliing  you  success  in  all  your  pursuits  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  m<i8t  obedieiit 
and  iaithful  servant, 

C.  H.  Parri. 

Batb,  May  21.  1807. 


13. — DR  PRIESTLEY. 

When  driven  from  England  by  the  violence  of  party,  tUs 
dktingmshed  philosopher  took  refuge  in  America;  where^ 
however,  he  continued  to  feel  an  ardent  desire  to  pronote 
tlie  improvement  of  his  native  country.  He  was  thence  in- 
duced to  send  me  the  following  letter,  containing  ^n  aecount 
of  the  agricultural  system  pursued  by  Mr  Josepk  Cooper,  id 
American  former,  which  seemed  to  Dr  Priestley  enlitM  Is 
the  attention  of  British  agriculturists.  It  contains  soflne  vat' 
ful  hints ;  and  any  conununicatioa,  written  by  so  able  a  am^ 
cannot  fail  to  be  acceptable  to  the  generality  of  my  readeik 

PhUadtlphia,  April  S».  1797. 

Sir, 

Though  not  employed  in  agriculture,  and  my  {AilosopU- 
cal  pursuits  have  had  other  objects,  I  have  not  been  whoUjr 
inattentive  to  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  ;  and  tkougk 
I  am  not  able  to  supply  you  with  any  thing  out  of  my  ovn 
stores,  I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  cooununicatr 
something  from  the  labours  and  observations  of  others. 

I  have  fortunately  become  acquainted  with  Mr  Josepk 
Cooper,  who  lives  opposite  to  this  city  on  the  Jersey  ahcfC) 
a  great  original  genius  in  agriculture,  and  farming  in  gencnl 
Without  any  advantage  of  education  superior  to  other  A^ 
mers,  he  has  thought  philosophically  on  the  subject,  and  bi 
had  very  extraordinary  success,  in  a  variety  of  plans,  wfaick 
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ure  wholly  new,  utid  which  promise  ru  he  of  ijrciit  bcnetit  Ui 
his  country  and  the  world. 

I  have  his  leave  to  communicute  to  you  his  ohservadonH 
Biiil  experiments  relating  to  an  opinion  and  practJee  which 
has  prevailed,  I  believe,  universally,  but  which,  he  is  »atislied, 
is  ill  founded.  Plants,  it  is  utid,  will  degenerate,  unless  the 
soil  in  which  they  grow  be  changed.  It  is  therefore  tliouglit 
to  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  to  ifut  fresh  seeds  and 
roots,  and  from  distant  places.  Mr  C-ooper,  on  the  contrary, 
has,  for  many  yearn,  been  in  the  liabit  of  selecting  the  best 
seeds  and  roat«  of  his  own  :  and  though  he  has  continnuUy 
sown  and  planted  them  in  the  same  soil,  every  article  of  hiit 
produce  in  greatly  superior  to  those  of  any  other  person  who 
supplies  this  market :  and  tliey  seem  to  be  still  in  a  state  n{ 
improvement.  This,  without  his  knowing  it,  is  the  very  same 
phin  that  was  adopted  by  Mr  Bakewell  in  England  with  respect 
to  csttle.  He  kept  improving  his  breeds,  by  only  coupling 
those  in  which  the  properties  he  wislied  to  produce  were  the 
motit  conspicuous,  without  any  regard  to  consanguinity,  or  any 
other  circumstance  whatever. 

Mr  Cooper  was  led  to  his  present  practice,  which  he  be- 
gan more  tlian  forty  years  i^o,  by  observing  that  vegetables 
of  all  kinds  were  very  subject  to  change,  with  respect  to 
their  lime  of  coming  to  maturity,  and  other  properties ;  but 
that  the  best  seeds  never  fiiiled  to  produce  the  best  plants. 
Among  a  great  numl)er  of  experiments,  he  particularly  men- 
tions the  following : 

About  the  year  1716,  his  father  procured  seeds  of  the 
long  warty  scjuash  :  and  though  they  have  been  used  on  the 
&nn  ever  siince  that  time,  without  any  change,  they  are,  at 
this  time,  better  than  they  were  at  the  first. 

His  early  peas  were  procured  from  Loudon  in  the  year 
1756  ;  and  though  they  have  been  planted  on  the  wuneplac« 
every  season,  Uicy  have  been  so  fitr  from  degenerating,  that 
they  are  preferable  to  what  tliey  were  then.  The  seeds  of 
Uh  asparagus  he  hud  from  New  York  in  1752 ;  and  tboiigfa 
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tkcy  liuve  been  treated  in  the  same  maimer,  the  ptani 
greatly  improved. 

Itiamore  particularly  complained,  that  potatoes  degenenir 
when  they  are  planted  from  the  same  roots  in  the  same  flta. 
At  this,  Mr  Cooper  says,  he  does  not  wonder,  when  it  is  ta- 
totnary  with  ^irmera  to  use  the  Sest,  and  plant  from  then* 
fuse.  Whereas,  having  observed  that  some  of  his  plants  )»■ 
duced  potatoes  that  were  larger,  better  shaped,  and  in  gnttr 
abundance  than  otliers,  he  took  his  seed  &om  them  odIv,«' 
the  next  season  he  found  that  the  produce  H-as  of  a  qiaSR 
superior  to  any  that  he  had  ever  liad  before.  This  pads 
he  still  continues,  and  finds  that  he  ia  abundantly  lewtiU 
for  his  trouble. 

Mr  Cooper  is  also  careful  to  sow  the  plants  from  vhickk 
raises  liis  seed,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  aay  otha 
Thus,  when  his  radishes  are  fit  for  use,  he  lakes  ten  or 
that  he  most  approves,  and  plants  them  at  least  one  hi 
yards  from  others  tliat  blossom  at  the  same  time,  [o  tbei 
manner,  he  treats  all  his  otlier  plants,  varying  the 
according  to  their  natures, 

About  the  year  177*2,  a  friend  of  bts  sent  him  a  few 
of  a  small  kind  of  Indian  com,  not  htrger  than  gone 
which  produced  from  eight  to  ten  ears  ona  stalk.  Tbty 
also  small,  and  he  found  that  few  of  them  ripened  befo 
frost.  Some  of  the  largest  and  earliest  of  these  he  saved,: 
planting  them  between  rows  of  a  hirger  and  earlier  kind,,! 
produce  u'as  much  improved.  He  then  planted  from 
that  had  produced  the  ^eatest  niunher  o(  the  largest  fC^ 
aiul  that  were  the  first  ripe,  and  the  nest  season  the  pradict 
witli  respect  to  quality  and  quantity,  wore  preferable  taV< 
that  he  hud  ever  planted  before.  From  this  com  be  has  <^ 
tinued  to  plant  ever  since,  sclec^g  the  seed  in  the  foUofiif 
manner : 

When  the  first  ears  are  ripe  enough  for  seed,  he  ealbi 
sufficient  quandty  for  early  corn,  or  for   replanting 
the  time  that  he  wishes  his  corn  to  be  ^nerally  ripe,  lie 
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tliere  a  suflicient  quantity  for  the  next  year's  )>lantiiig,  liavui^ 
particular  (,'are  tu  take  it  from  stalks  that  are  lar^  at  the  bot- 
tom, of  a  regidar  taper,  not  very  tall,  the  ears  set  low,  and 
containing  the  greatest  number  of  good  sizeable  ears,  and  of 
the  best  qnality.  These  he  dries  quickly,  and  from  them  he 
plants  his  main  crop ;  and  if  any  lulls  be  mittsing,  he  replants 
from  the  seeds  tliat  were  lir«t  gathered,  which,  he  says,  will 
cause  the  crop  to  ripen  more  regularly  than  they  commonly 
do,  and  which  is  of  great  advantage.  This  method  he  has 
practised  many  years,  and  he  is  satisfied  that  it  has  been 
tlie  means  of  uicreasiiig  the  quantity,  and  improving  the  qua- 
lity, of  his  crops,  beyond  witat  any  person  who  bad  not  tried 
the  experiment  could  imagine. 

Fanners  differ  much  with  respect  to  the  distance  at  which 
they  plant  their  Indian  corn,  and  the  number  of  graius  they 
pulinaliill.  Different  soils,  Mr  Cooper  observes,  may  require 
different  practices  in  both  these  respects ;  but  in  every  kind  of 
soil  that  he  has  tried,  he  finds  that  planting  the  rows  six  feet 
asunder  each  vmy,  or  nearly  at  right  angles,  as  may  be,  and 
leaving  not  more  than  four  stalks  in  a  hill,  produces  the  best 
crop.  I'he  common  metliod  of  saving  seed  com,  by  taking 
the  ears  from  the  heap,  is  attended,  he  says,  with  two  disad- 
vantages ;  one  is  the  taking  the  largest  ears,  of  which,  in  ge- 
neral only  one  grows  on  a  stalk,  which  lessens  the  produce, 
and  the  other  is  taking  ears  that  ripen  at  different  times. 

For  many  years  Mr  Cooper  renewed  all  the  seed  of  his 
winter  grain  from  a  single  plant,  which  he  had  observed  to  be 
more  productive,  and  of  a  better  quality  than  the  rest,  which, 
he  is  satisfied,  has  been  of  great  use.  And  he  is  of  opinion, 
that  all  kinds  of  garden  vegetables  may  be  improved  by  the 
methods  described  above,  particular  care  being  taken  tliat  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  the  same  vegetables  do  not  blo<Hn  at  tlic  same 
time  near  together,  unce,  by  this  means,  they  injure  one  an- 
other. 

It  is  alleged  that  foreign  flax  seed  produces  the  best  flax  in 
Ireland.  But  Mr  Cooper  says,  that  when  it  is  considered 
2  d2 
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that  only  the  bark  of  the  plant  is  used,  and  that  it  is  in  perfa^ 
tion  before  the  seed  is  ripe,  it  will  appear  that  his  hypotkn 
is  not  affected  by  it 

Mr  Cooper  had  the  following  instance  of  the  natonliB- 
tion  of  a  plant  in  a  different  climate.  He  had  some  wua- 
melon  seed  sent  to  him  from  Geoi^ia,  which,  he  was  infonned 
was  of  a  peculiarly  good  quality.  Knowings  that  seeds  bm 
vegetables  which  grow  in  a  hot  climate,  require  a  longer  sm* 
mer  than  that  of  Pennsylvania,  he  gave  them  the  most  fgnnt' 
able  situation  that  he  had,  and  used  glasses  to  forwird  didr 
growth,  and  yet  few  of  them  ripened  well.  But  finding  tki 
to  be  of  an  excellent  quality,  he  saved  the  seeils  of  those  tb 
ripened  the  first ;  and  by  continuing  this  practice  five  arm 
years,  they  came  to  ripen  as  early  as  any  that  he  ever  lad, 

I  cannot  express  how  much  I  admire  your  exertions  wA 
respect  to  the  great  objects  pursued  by  the  Board  of  Agnd' 
ture.  They  promise  to  counteract  the  destructive  effects  i' 
war ;  and  in  time  of  peace  will,  I  hope,  speedily  Tepair  i 
the  calamities  occasioned  by  it,  or  it  can  be  done  by  the  bcl> 
ter  condition  of  those  who  survive  them.  I  particohrl?  W* 
mire  the  liberality  of  your  address  to  all  nations,  on  a  subjetf 
so  highly  interesting  to  them  all,  and  I  promise  myself  a  lev 
and  more  happy  era  in  the  state  of  society  firom  it  Wri 
the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

J-  Priestley. 

P.  S. — I  am  directing  a  few  experiments  on  the  use  dgff 
sum  as  a  manure,  which  I  think  will  ascertain  the  prmHr^ 
on  which  it  acts,  and  may  lead  to  a  more  eflTectual  aimlicitii< 
of  it     If  I  have  any  success,  you  shall  hear  from  me  acaiB. 
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HEALTH   AND  LONGEVITY. 


.  It  IS  impossihlf  too  highly  to  estitnatp  the  benefits  confer- 
red by  Dr  Jenner  <iii  the  human  race.  His  discovery  vra»  the 
means  of  rcaciiing  mankind  from  the  most  loathttome  and  de- 
structive of  ail  the  various  maladies  to  which  they  are  expo- 
sed. The  discovery  of  intKulatian  was  certainly  an  important 
acquisition ;  but  JHiccination  is  immeasurably  superior,  and  it 
forms  a  discovery  which  entitled  tlie  individual,  by  whom  it 
was  effected,  not  only  to  honours  and  rewards  from  liis  con- 
temporaries, but  to  the  gratitude  of  all  succeeding  ages. 

It  is  har<Uy  to  be  credited  bow  little  attention  was  at  first 
pud  to  this  great  discovery  in  England,  and  the  obstacles 
which  it  had  to  encounter.  It  ia  ungular,  that  when  a  so- 
ciety vfss  constituted,  for  promoting  the  practice  of  vaccina- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  Mr  Devayiies  its  treasurer,  1  was 
the  only  member  in  either  House  who  joined  in  the  institu- 
tion ;  anil,  indeed,  had  not  the  discovery  been  taken  up  witli 
great  zeal  in  other  countries,  its  progress  iu  tliis,  though  it 
was  much  recommended  by  some  roHpeetable  physicians,  would 
have  been  stnw,  and  perhaps  insignificant. 

I>r  Jenner  knew  well  the  high  respect  and  esteem  that  I 
entertained  for  hiiii.  When  the  question  of  it  {xu-liameiitary 
reward  wa.*  proposed  in  the  House,  I  supported  the  motion  for 
the  larger  sum,  and  would  have  moved  for  lbs  being  doubled, 
had  there  Iwen  tlie  least  prospect  of  success. 

Our  correspondence  was  conducted  on  tlie  most  friendly 
terms,  it*  will  sippenr  from  the  following  in(rre*tliig  commu- 
nin«iiiM  : 
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Sin, 

1  iun  liEipjiy  tu  hear  my  former  letter  proved  sads&cto'>' 
Vnu  did  me  honour  in  conuniinicating  its  contents  to  the  me- 
Hical  professors  in  the  university  of  Edinburgh.  Tlie  wtld 
cannot  boast  of  any  of  higher  reputadon. 

Yoar  suggestion  is  certainly  worthy  of  investigation,  but  i 
perceive  great  difficulty  in  it.  Will  you  have  the  goodnex 
to  tell  me  M'hy  you  suppose  the  scarlet  fever  comes  to  us  fno 
the  d4^?  The  itch  Is  certainly  derived  from  tliat  animal,  and 
there  is  a  species  of  this  disease  that  comes  also  from  the  hcnr- 
The  )iag  is  very  unjustly  accused  of  inflicting  upon  us  tbi 
plague,  the  measles.  Tfaia  idea  has  its  origin  m  a  very  u- 
giilar  circumstance.  The  animal  is  somettmes  beset  vH 
myriads  of  little  tubercles.  Every  muscle  is  full  of  tlwo: 
nor  do  tlie  vital  parts  escape.  The  whole  of  the  thoradciai 
abdominal  viscera  contain  them  in  great  abundance ;  even  iW 
heart,  both  in  its  external  surface,  and  within  its  cavidff,  v 
studded  over  with  them,  and  they  pennde  also  ita 
In  short,  no  parts  of  the  animal  ttiat  I  have  had  an 
of  examining  escape,  except  the  skin  and  fat.  The  bnun, 
the  cavities  of  the  bones,  I  have  not  had  a  fair  opportnoitjl 
examining.  About  fifteen  years  ago  I  gave  a  paper 
subject  to  the  late  Mr  John  Hunter,  and  clearly  demons 
that  it  v~M  a  species  of  hydatid,  which,  in  this  form, 
mitting  depredations  on  the  poor  hog.  However,  he 
to  suffer  but  little  under  his  misfortunes,  and  groivs  fiit  i 
fast  with  his  brethren  in  the  stye.  The  last  I 
weighed  twenty  stone.     Pray,  Sir,  pardon  this  detail. 

The  dnff  distemper,  as  it  is  called,  is  a  very  singular  di 
For  many  years  past  1  have  been  giving  attention  to  it, 
find  it  to  be  direct  pnipiicumany,  produced  by  the  ageac 
contagion.     The  liver  sometimes  comes  in  for  a  sboKdf  I 
inflammation,  but  not  often.    When  this  is  the  • 
sometimes  dies  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  i 
third  day,  in  violent  cases,  is  more  frequently 
If  the  dog  gets  through  the  first  stage,  which 
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does,  a  train  nf  symptoms  comes  on  which  frequeatly  baraM 
him  to  death.  The  brain  becomes  affected, — he  is  deliriouK, 
— convulsed,— blind,— and  often,  to  a  certain  decree,  paraly- 
tic, generally  in  the  backn-ard  legs.  On  ilissection,  an  effusion 
of  serum  appears  in  the  brain.  This  is  the  outline  of  the  doff 
diatemper,  which,  from  a  pretty  general  inquiry,  seems  not  to 
have  been  known  in  this  country  beyond  the  middle  of  the 
last  century. 

I  once  tliought  tliat  the  equine  virus  was  rendered  milder 
by  passing  through  the  cow ;  but  thb  was  before  I  discovered 
tJiat  the  vaccine  virus  assumes  a  virulence  in  its  later  stages, 
which  it  does  not  [tossess  in  the  more  early  periods  of  its  for- 
mation. It  is  exactly  the  same  with  the  human  virus  as  with 
the  vaccine,  and  doubtless  with  the  equine,  the  source  of  the 
whole.  It  b  difficult !«  mark  precisely  the  rise  and  prt^jress 
of  the  Nptuitoneous  pustule  on  the  foot  of  the  horse,  and  even 
the  casually  inoculated  pustule  on  the  teat  of  the  cow ;  but, 
on  the  human  arm,  we  can  ascertain  its  age  to  an  hour,  and, 
conseqnt'titly,  can  always  be  upon  our  guard  against  virus 
taken  at  a  late  period.  Sir  Walter  Farquhar  once  told  me 
he  produced  a  sore,  accompanied  with  an  erysipelas,  exteud- 
ing  from  one  extremity  of  the  arm  to  the  other,  by  inocula- 
ting a  child  with  variolous  matter  taken  Irom  a  pustule  near- 
ly in  a  state  of  desiccation.  And  although  he  produced  so 
much  local  dbciise,  the  child,  on  a  re-inocidation  with  vario- 
lous matter  taken  from  a  rnxtdlif-fomud  pustule,  received  the 
amall-pox  in  a  regular  and  correct  manner. 

It  has  long  been  my  wish  to  lay  before  the  public  some 
further  observations  on  tlie  cow-pox,  but  professional  engage- 
ments, and  a  correspondence  throughout  every  civilised  part 
of  the  world,  have  hitherto  prevented  me.  'Hie  British  Senate 
luis  something  to  iuiswer  for  ou  tliis  account.  Had  Parlia- 
ment behaved  generously,  I  coidd  have  purchased  asststiuice ; 
but  tiiey  did  very  little  more  tlmn  merely  repay  the  expendi- 
tures and  losses  I  sustained,  in  prosecuting  that  inquiry  which 
has  proved  so  fortunate  for  minikiiid.  With  this  idea  1  cob- 
solc  myself  in  my  retirement.     1  have  done  with  the  metro- 
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polls,  (except  as  a  guardian  of  the  institutioii  fbr  the  extemi- 
nation  of  tlie  small-pox),  and  have  resumed  my  statioii  sa 
village  doctor. 

Pray,  Sir,  accept  my  best  thanks  for  the  honour  yoa  km 
done  me,  in  mentioning  my  name  in  so  handscmie  a  muBff 
in  your  excellent  political  paper.  I  remain.  Sir,  your  obe* 
dient  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

Edwi>.  Jenncb. 

Feb.  2a  1804^ 

I  had  occasion  to  i^pply  to  Dr  Jenner  ou  a  subject  quite  im- 
connected  with  medicine.  My  eldest  son  had  been  sent  abrad 
to  acquire  the  German  language,  and  to  study  at  some  foreifp 
academies ;  but  I  had  become  extremely  anxious  to  biii^ 
him  home  to  complete  his  education  at  QxibrcL  All  into** 
course  with  Vienna,  where  my  son  had  gone,  was  then  'mUt- 
dieted  by  the  edicts  of  Napoleon.  It  was,  homrever,  accidn* 
tally  su^ested  to  me,  that  perhaps  a  passport  might  be  A' 
tained,  by  means  of  an  application  from  Or  Jenner  to  Kap^ 
leon.  To  my  request  for  his  interposition  in  that  matter,  k 
returned  the  following  friendly  reply  : 

Dear  Sir, 
It  would  afford  me  very  singular  pleasure,  if,  by  an  appt 
cation  to  the  French  Emperor,  I  could  obtain  the  liberadoni^ 
your  son  ;  but  by  a  gentleman  who  had  permission  to  cmt 
to  England  on  his  parole,  I  am  assured,  that  Boniqnrte  bf 
lately  issued  an  edict,  forbidding  the  presentation  of  petitkn^ 
from  any  quarter  whatever  in  favour  of  the  En^ish  captire^ 
I  lament  this  act  of  severity,  as  it  precludes  me  from  naioM 
the  eiTort  of  serving  you.  If  you  think  an  application  to  ik 
Emperor  of  Germany  would  be  at  all  likely  to  avail,  I  skii 
be  ready  to  make  the  attempt  My  name  is  well  knowa  i» 
that  monarch,  and  1  have  never  yet  asked  him  to  grant  me  & 
favour.  Towards  the  end  of  the  ensuing  week,  I  hope  tn  bt 
in  town,  and  shall  then  do  myself  the  honour  of  waiting  up* 
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yoa.     I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  and  &ith- 
ful  humble  servant, 

Edw'>.  Jenner. 

ChrittnbtfD.  12tfa  Bfuch  1806. 

It  shewed  a  determined  hostility  indeed,  to  the  natives  of 
this  country,  that  Napoleon  should  forbid  even  the  presenta- 
tion of  petitions,  from  any  quarter  whatever,  in  favour  of  the 
English  captives. 

The  following  letter  contains  some  interesting  information 
regarding  Dr  Jenner's  great  discovery : 

Berkeley,  GkMterahire,  Dec.  la  ISa^ 

Sir, 

Your  letter,  which  has  taken  a  long  circuitous  course,  has 
at  length  found  me  at  Berkeley.  With  the  greatest  plea- 
sure I  take  my  pen  to  answer  your  questions. 

Igt^  The  cow-pox  most  certainly  originates  in  the  horse, 
^rhe  limpid  fluid  oozing  from  a  sore  in  the  heel  of  that  ani- 
mal, if  taken  on  its  early  formation,  and  conveyed  to  the  teat 
of  the  cow,  produces  the  disease.  Hence  the  term  Cotcpox  is 
improper ;  but  we  dare  not  alter  it  at  present  The  infec- 
tion is  conveyed  by  men  to  the  cows  in  the  first  instance ; 
and,  secondly,  by  cows  to  the  men  and  women  employed  in 
the  dairy. 

^  It  does  not  appear  to  me,  that  the  cow  species  possess 
any  peculiar  quality  in  softening  the  virulence  of  the  equine 
virus,     ^rhe  explanation  would  be  tedious. 

dd^  It  is  not  so  practicable  to  take  the  matter  from  cows 
as  from  the  human  species.  The  disease  is  extremely  rare 
among  them ;  and  when  present,  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
judge  of  the  age  of  the  pustules,  the  grand  criterion  of  dis- 
tinction, between  that  matter  which  is  fit  for  the  purpose  of 
inoculation,  and  that  which  is  not.  Now,  if  a  child  be  inocu- 
lated, the  age  of  the  pustule,  and  its  qiuility,  can  always  be 
ascertained  with  noce88ar\'  precision. 
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The  vaccine  matter,  like  the  variolous^  admits  of  being 
to  distant  countries  between  plates  of  glaaSy  and  on  the  ei- 
tremities  of  quills,  cut  like  tooth  picks.  In  this  way  it  ki 
often  been  conveyed,  in  fiill  perfection,  across  tke  Atkotie^ 
and  to  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  European  ContiDeiit 
There  are  many  other  modes  of  conveying*  dried  matter;  but 
that  which  is  fresh  and  fluid  should  always  be  preferred.  It 
is  certainly  as  efficacious  when  taken  from  tbe  cow,  as  bm 
the  human  species.  Should  you,  at  any  time,  wish  for  fv^ 
ther  information  on  this  subject,  I  shall  be  extremely  hspfj 
to  convey  it  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  very  &itk- 
fiil  and  obliged  humble  servant,  £dwi>.  Jenneb. 

P.  S.  I  am  extremely  happy  to  find,  that  the  medical  gen- 
tlemen of  Edinburgh  take  up  vaccination  so  warmly :  indeed, 
there  cannot  now  be  two  opinions  respecting  its  efficacy. 

I  am  much  gratified  to  find,  that  it  is  fully  established  ii 
all  our  East  Indian  territories,  where  the  advantages  derird 
from  it  will  be  incalculable. 


It  was  really  a  national  disgrace,  that  so  great  a  bene&dor 
to  mankind  should  be  compelled,  by  the  ill-timed  parsimony 
of  a  legislature,  who  has  such  treasures  at  its  command,  to 
return  to  his  original  profession,  that  of  being  a  mere  villa^ 
doctor.  The  warrior,  who  destroys  thousands  of  his  feUor 
creatures,  is  hailed  as  the  greatest  of  the  human  race,  and  re- 
ceives  every  reward  that  can  be  conferred  by  royal  power,  v 
public  bounty ;  whereas  the  man  who  preserves  the  lives  of 
thousands,  and  even  millions,  is  treated  with  apathy  and  ne- 
glect. % 

2. — DR  BEDDOES  OF  BRISTOL. 

Few  physicians  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  enjoy  a  more 
deserved  reputation  than  Dr  Beddoes,     His  writings  dispby 
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gival  talents,  and  deep  information  rej^arding  the  various 
bnmches  of  medicine ;  and  bo  fur  from  conJining  himself  to 
estnblished  dogmas,  he  was  ready  to  listen  to,  and  even  to 
adnpt  new  ideas  when  he  considered  tlieui  well  founded.  In 
the  subjoined  communiention,  he  assig^is  a  very  plausible  rea- 
son wliy  physicians  are  not  usually  cuiiversant  uith  the  means 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  health. 


1  feel  extremely  obliged  by  youi  polite  and  prompt  atten- 
tion to  my  applicattoii.  I  hojie  you  will  further  he  pleased 
to  direct,  timt  when  the  remaining  sheets  amount  to  a  mode- 
rate quantity,  they  may  be  forwarded  (in  the  way  before  men- 
tioned) to  Mr  Cottle,  bookseller,  Dristol.  After  what  you 
say  of  the  reports  respecting  Banff  and  Thurso,  I  feel  very 
anxious  to  see  them.  Meanwhile  1  sliull  <ligest  what  1  find 
in  the  otiiers. 

1  shall  be  happy  to  avail  myself  of  your  influence  as  a  means 
of  taeilitating  inquiry.  When  a  student  at  Edinburgh,  I 
walked  through  much  of  the  Western  Highlands ;  and  though 
1  was  then  uitent  on  natural  history,  I  paid  what  attention  1 
could  to  the  personal  condition  of  the  Highlanders.  Since  1 
have  l>een  here,  1  have  snatched  opportunides  to  make  mpid 
incursions  into  interesting  jwrts  of  South  Wales. 

I  know  most  of  tlie  Edinbiirgb  professors  by  correspon- 
dence or  personally.  I  doubt  whether  tliey  possess  any  great 
fiind  of  peculiar  informadon  concerning  the  effect  of  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  men  are  placed  reganling  their  healtli. 
Ituhrd,  it  hm  necer  liren  tieatnileiy  studied  by  mfdtml  mm,  he- 
caux  it  teas  not  an  obviout  sourer  nf  profit ;  nor  by  others,  on 
necmtnt  iif  t/te  jtriijbund  iynormttt  rimceminy  ourselves,  in  ir/iick 
we  are  all  hrought  up.  I  thank  you  much  for  your  hints  as  to 
time.  I  nee<l  not  lose  any  unnecessarily.  But  still  less  would 
I  see  that  hastily  and  partially,  which  1  might  see  fully  and  at 
proper  leisure.  And  though  my  sacrifice  in  all  probability 
Wflidd  be  pretty  considerable,   I  should   not  regret  it,  if  I 
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should  observe  any  thing  important  in  conseqaeiice  of  takaf 
more  time.  The  season  of  most  occupadon  here,  with  meie 
hot-well  cases,  is  the  early  part  of  the  spring.  I  am,  Sr,  witk 
much  respect,  your  obliged  servant, 

Thomas  Beddoes. 

2id  February. 

.3. — REV.  JOSEPH  TOWNSEND. 

The  worthy  Rector  of  Pewsey,  having  been  already  meo- 
tioned  in  the  preceding  pages  of  this  work,  it  is  unneoeMrr 
to  repeat  what  has  been  formerly  said  of  him. 

My  Dear  Sir  John, 

I  know  not  if  the  observations  I  have  subjoined  will  bea^ 
ceptiible  to  you,  or  suggest  any  hint,  of  which  you  may  ani 
yourself  in  your  inestimable  work.  They  are  the  result  of  moR 
than  forty  years'  attention  and  experience ;  and  will  at  least  8a:tf 
one  good  purpose,  by  demonstrating,  that  I  am  both  inter«t- 
ed  in  the  success  of  your  undertaking,  and  desirous  of  seiiiof 
the  first  opportunity  of  conveying  to  you  a  sense  of  the  obli- 
gations you  have  so  kindly  conferred  upon  me.  I  am,  in- 
deed, impatient  to  express  my  gratitude,  and  shall  be  at  iD 
times  happy  in  receiving  your  conmiands.  You  have  en- 
dently  but  one  pursuit, — but  one  desire,  that  of  being  exten- 
sively useful  to  mankind ;  and  every  one  must  be  happy,  in 
proportion  as  he  can  assist  your  views. 

The  latter  end  of  next  week  I  shall  return  to  Pewsei. 
where  I  should  rejoice  to  see  you.  I  remain,  my  Dear  ft 
.lohn,  your  much  obliged  friend,  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Towksend. 

June  1805. 

N.  B. — If  Lord  Bacon's  maxim  is  just  *,  the  next  questioi 
is,  what  would  be  the  best  family  medicine  ?  DiflFerent  sorts 

*    His  maxim  was,  **  Crebra  el  dumentica  pnrgaiumes^*^   m  nocvMwr  (br  ^ 
pri'scrvation  of  health. 
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may  b«  necccaary  with  different  L-onstitutioiia  and  different 
perimlfi  of  life,  and  in  some  cases  it  would  be  advisable  to  have 
it  more  frequently  i*pc-ated  thtui  others. 

I  sltoiild  tliink  it  ftossible  to  lay  down  g;eneml  rulea  which 
might  l>e  applicable,  with  iJie  exception  of  very  particular 
caseK.  where  the  advice  of  a  physician  would  be  necessary. 


4.— nu  ADAM  FERGUSON. 

Hallftrdi,  neu  Pecl>l«,  Odober  'it.  llH):i. 

Mv  Dear  Sir, 
I  have  a  kind  hint  on  tiie  back  of  a  letter  from  Sir  John 
Macpherson,  franked  by  you,  that  tlie  answer  mi^ht  go 
through  your  hands  also.  I  accordingly  take  tlie  benefit  of 
this  hint,  and  the  rather,  that  it  gives  me  an  opportunity,  wilh- 
ont  attempting  au  adequate  return  to  the  gjeat  dispatch  with 
which  you  honoured  me  too  many  months  ago,  to  deprecate 
your  contempt  of  me  for  having  so  long  failed  in  that  matter. 
This  taiture  at  least  may  inform  you,  tliat  I  am  in  fact  super- 
annuated, and  so  far  one  oi  your  pet »,  which  you  wish  to  pre- 
serve as  long  as  possible.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  some  of  them 
are  of  more  use  than  I  am,  otherwise  you  may  e'en  let  them 
go  in  course.  Here  are  three  of  us  bom  the  same  year,  viz. 
1723.  There  is  little  difference  iu  our  appearance,  only  that 
1  am  the  least  weather-beaten  of  the  three.  I  have  had  the 
advantage  of  exemption  from  toil,  and  they,  till  of  late,  have 
had  the  advantage  of  sobriety.  But  there  is  another  tn'elve 
years  older  than  we  arc,  having  been  bom  in  1712.  A  pea- 
sant of  this  parish.  His  sobriety  you  need  not  doubt.  The 
world,  for  ought  he  has  seen  of  it,  may  not  be  twelve  miles 
broad  or  hing  ;  but  he  has  been  distinguished  through  life  for 
vivacity,  is  veridic,  open  spoken,  and  quoted  for  bous  mots. 
He  was  of  a  good  aspect  and  stature,  but  is  now  blind,  and 
much  shrunk,  goes  through  all  his  usual  haunts  without  any 
i  or  guide,  is  even  offended  at  being  offered  any.     / 
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$ee  as  well  as  you  do  of  a  dark  vighty  he  said  to  me,  and  wkf 
may  not  I  find  my  way  as  well  as  you  do  f  They  tdl  me  Iktae 
lived  hnffj  but  it  is  just  a  gliff.  I  have  often  thought  to  get 
our  minister  to  answer  all  your  queries  respectiiig  this  po^ 
son,  but  you  know  the  consequence  of  procFaatiiiation  afbr 
fourscore.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Dear  Sir,  your  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

Adam  Ferguson  •. 

Sir  John  Sindair^s  Answer  to  Dr  Ferguamu 
My  Dear  Sir, 
I  received  much  pleasure  from  your  obliging^  letter  to  me, 
and  from  the  perusal  of  your  interesting  communication  to  Sff 
John  Macpherson.  It  contained  a  number  of  very  impftrtnit 
political  observations.  I  am  happy  to  find,  that  you  prescffe 
good  health,  and  retain  such  vigour  of  mind,  and  powen  of 
reflection.  I  wish  that  I  had  many  such  pets.  Remendbcr 
Ulysses's  prescription  to  his  father  Laertes, 

«  Warm  baths,  good  food,  soft  sleep,  and  generous  wine, 
"  These  are  the  rights  of  age,  and  should  be  thine.** 

As  I  continue  to  collect  as  much  information  as  possible 
regarding  longevity,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  questions  en 
that  subject  answered  regarding  the  old  man  in  your  neighbour- 
hood.    At  Sir  John  Macpherson's  desire,  I  beg  to  send  yot   I 
the  inclosed,  and  I  remain,  with  sincere  regard  and  esteeOi    - 
your  &ithful  and  obedient  servant 


*  It  is  to  be  observed  in  this  letter  from  this  respectable  author  that  tfaoi^ 
the  sense  is  unexceptionable,  yet  that  the  spelling  is  deficient  -  and  it  has  bceD 
remarked  in  various  instances,  that  whilst  the  spiritual  part  of  the  mind  rena* 
unimpaired,  the  mechanical  part  of  it,  if  I  may  be  allowed  that  ezpreasoo,  W 
off,  and  diminishes  in  point  of  strength  or  force.  It  ia  said  timt  the  cdcfanfeed 
Earl  of  Mansfield  could  hardly  spell  at  all  for  some  time  before  he  died.  Spcl* 
ing  depends  much  upon  memory,  which  is  impaired  by  diaeaae  or  aircu 
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No  circumatiince  could  be  more  gratifying  to  mo,  tlian  to 
liave  asliare  in  promoting  the  success  of  so  eminent  a  plii- 
losoplier  as  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  whose  taleiitH  have  thrown 
such  a  lustre  on  his  age  and  country.  To  his  more  early 
friends,  Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  Mr  Davies  Gilbert,  he  was 
greatly  indebted;  but  no  circumstance  contributed  more  to 
his  success  in  life,  than  his  connection  willi  tlie  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, as  he  derived  considerable  emolument  from  his  ser- 
vices to  the  Board  *,  and  there  became  acquainted  with  a  num^ 
ber  of  tlie  most  distuiguished  characters  in  the  kingdom. 

Sir  Humphry  also,  derived  much  advantage,  in  carrying 
on  his  chemical  experiments,  from  the  extenuve  labonitory 
erected  at  the  Koyal  Institution.  He  was  therefore  eittremc- 
ly  an.iious  to  have  that  establishment  placed  on  u  peniuuient 
footing,  and  he  sent  me  a  plan  for  that  purpose,  accompanied 
by  the  following  letter : 

Dear  Sir, 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  plan  for  improving 
the  Royal  Institution,  and  making  it  permanent. 

It  will  be  a  happy  omen  for  us  if  you  should  approve  of  it. 
All  our  principal  managers  and  patrons  who  are  in  touii,  and 
amongst  the  rest  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  warmly  support  the  plan. 
I  hope  you  will  add  your  mime  to  theirs.  I  know  that  we 
shall  find  you  a  warm  patron  of  all  that  can  exalt  and  extend 
science.  I  am.  Dear  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  truly 
obUged  servant, 

H.  Davy. 


The  plan  I  heartily  approved  of,  and  undertook  to  carry 
the  bill  through  the  House  of  Commons.    In  return,  I  had  tlie 
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pleasure  of  receiving  the  following  resolution  of  the  managen^ 
dated  2dd  of  April  1810. 

Resolved  wnamnunaly^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Managen  br 
returned  to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart  for  the  attention  he  hi 
given,  in  conducting  the  bill  of  the  Institution  through  tk 
House  of  Commons. 

J.  P.  AuRiOL,  See. 

Sir  Humphry  highly  approved  of  the  medical  work  I  hri 
ventured  to  publish.  In  a  letter,  dated  September  22.  1807, 
he  says,  ^^  I  have  just  been  perusing  your  Code  of  Hedtl 
and  Longevity,  from  which  I  have  received  much  pleasure 
and  information.  The  work  cannot  fiedl  to  be  a  public  benefit: 
for  no  species  of  composition  is  more  impressive  than  that  n 
which  maxims  are  illustrated  by  fiu^ts.'' 

In  1810  I  urged  him  strongly  to  publish  his  agricnltu^ 
lectures,  which  he  promised  should  be  done  as  qpeedOys 
possible ;  and  he  embraced  that  opportunity  of  congratuladif 
me  on  a  seat  in  the  Council,  which  he  considered  a  circiim- 
stance  of  peculiar  importance,  as  a  prelude  to  a  sure  and  oni- 
form  patronage  of  science  and  useful  arts  by  the  government 
and  the  public. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bait. 

9Ui  September  18ia 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  congratulate  you  very  sincerely  on  your  being  elected  of 
the  Privy  Council.  It  would  be  a  glorious  circumstance  fir 
our  age  if  this  were  to  be  the  prelude  to  an  uniform  patronu^ 
of  the  public  objects  of  science  and  useful  art,  on  which  the 
glory  and  prosperity  of  the  country  must  ultimately  depend. 

I  shall  prepare  for  the  press  my  agricultural  lectures  » 
speedily  as  possible.  I  am,  my  Dear  Sir,  very  truly,  viA 
great  respect,  your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  Dm. 
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TiiL-  subjoined  letter  is  a  compliment  to  tht-  society  of  Eiiiii- 
burgh,  whicli  will  he  duly  appreciated  by  those,  wliose  minds 
are  not  pervi-rted  by  the  enervating  pleasures  of  an  over- 
grown and  lu.<niriou§  metropolis,  or  the  frivolities  of  foreign 

travel. 


London,  Jmbiuuj  18.  1812. 
My  Deab  Sir, 
Yoiir  letter  arrived  in  Dublin  after  I  left  that  city,  and  ha« 
been  travelling  after  me.  I  received  it  only  a  few  days  ago, 
iti  this  place.  It  is  not  now  in  my  power  to  accept  of  your 
obliging  im-itation  to  visit  EdinliuTgli,  the  umni  intercourse  of 
mhkh  is  (Ac  uiiiv^siil  thtnie  of  admiration. 

I  hope  your  plans  for  rendering  it  sdll  more  delightful,  will 
be  attended  with  merited  mceess.     1  am,  &c. 

.  6. — DR  BLACK. 

I  1  occasionally  corresponded  with  thifi  celebrated  character, 

I  who  WHS  not  only  a  disdnguished  philosopher,  but  a  wortliy 
I  man,  as  sufficiently  appear  from  a  correspondence  I  liad  witii 
j     him,  regarding  a  subscription  ia  this  country  for  relieving  the 

I     widow  of  Raspo,  a  German,  who  had  been  employed  in  exa- 
mining the  mineral  state  of  Scotland. 

II  am  happy  also,  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  proving, 
from  the  must  satis&ctory  evidence,  that  of  M.  MontgoUier 
I     himself,  that  the  invention  of  balloons  was  altt^ther  owing 
to  Dr  Black's  discoveries. 

Oh  the  InvetiHmi  of  Ballootu. 
Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  year  !785,  some  circum- 
I  stances  occurred,  wliich  induced  mo  to  take  a  short  e.tnmion 
I  from  London  to  Paris,  and  accidentally  I  went  in  company 
I  witli  three  distinguished  foreigners:,  namely,  Argand,  so  well 
I  known  for  his  improvements  in  tlie  art  of  making  lamps :  Ri- 
I    Bfillon,  the  greatest  manuiacturer  of  paper  hangings  thea 
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knonii,  (having  about  five  liimdred  workmeu  in  his  empU]'- 
ment) ;  and  Monl/iolJUr,  so  celebrated  for  )iis  discoveiy  i 
balloons.  I  was  able  to  obtain  much  useful  infmination  bvm 
the  conversation  of  these  intelligent  men  ;  and  I  mneinhtT, 
in  particular,  that  the  iz/ftr,  {M.  Montgolfier),  gave  an  l^ 
count  of  the  ori^n  of  his  discovery,  of  which  the  folloviaf 
is  the  substance. 

Montgaliier  said,  tliat  he  and  his  brother  w^re  papa  w^ 
nu&ctniers  in  Laiiguedoe,  but  had  always  felt  a  strong  tf- 
tachmeut  to  chemical  and  mathematical  inquiries.  Ilej  «n 
thence  led  to  procure  all  the  information  they  could  re^ari^ 
those  subjects.  It  seems  that  Mont^Uier  and  his  bro>^ 
liad  talked  over  the  possibility  of  being  able  to  ascend  ti«t» 
selves,  or  to  send  up  lar^e  bodies  from  the  earth,  at  a  fSf 
early  period,  without,  however,  having  ever  made  any  expoK 
ment  to  prove  whether  the  idea  was  practicable  or  not;  holb- 
vuig  accidentally  read  an  account  of  some  experimenb  mif 
by  Dr  Black,  which  explained  the  nature  of  the  various  kini 
of  airs  or  gases,  and.  in  particular,  their  difference  in  pnntc 
weight,  he  immediately  said  to  his  brother,  **  The  poffiiblHiT 
of  efTectiitg  wliat  we  talked  of  some  time  ago,  seems  to  V 
proved  by  this  foreign  chemist :  Let  us  try  some  experiniflv  ' 
to  ascertain  its  practicability."  The  progress  of  the  discow  ' 
afterwards  is  well  knorn).  It  is  doubtful  whetlier  the  ana^ 
would  ever  have  been  made,  had  not  the  brothere  bMn 
manufacturers  as  well  as  chemists ;  but  the  point  which 
be  generally  known  is  this,  that  had  it  not  bees  I 
Black's  discoveries,  no  experiment  would  probably  km 
tried  by  the  two  Montgolfiers.  This  I  can  assert  lUKll 
eWdencc  of  the  elder  Montgoifier,  who  wis  one  of  die: 
candid  and  able  men  I  have  met  with,  and  wbo  alwiTi 
tioned  Dr  Black  with  that  respect  to  which  he  was  m 
liarly  entitled. 

Whether  the  invention  of  balloons  will  ever  prove  rf 
real  service  to  mankind,  is  certainly  a  matter  of  doubt, 
sibly  they  may  answer  more  important  purposes  tbas 


LITEBABY  ClIARACTKItS. 


435 


have  been  discovered.  J*erhaps  ferther  discoveries  regard- 
ing the  nature  of  the  atmosphere,  the  powers  of  gntntatiori, 
&c.  may  be  made,  when  bdloons  are  trie<l  by  philosophic 
meiii  in  tlie  steady  aii<l  regular  climates  of  the  East  Indies, 
instead  of  the  cold  and  stormy  regions  of  Europe.  But  llie 
invention  is  most  assuredly  curiow^,  if  it  sliouid  never  prove 
uflfful,  and  it  was  desirable  to  publish  a  fact  regarding  the  in- 
vention of  lialloonH,  not  Idthurlo  known,  and  wiiivh  may  do 
some  credit  to  the  memory  of  Dr  Hhick,  one  of  die  ablest  aud 
moM  TflspflCtoble  pliilosophers  that  Europe  has  yet  to  boast  of. 


7. — PROFESSOR  PLAVFAIR. 

Among  the  grratedt  ornaments  of  the  University  of  Eilin- 
burgli,  tliere  is  none  who  \mt  done  it  more  credit  in  the  ma- 
thematical department^  than  Professor  John  I'layfiur.  tic 
took  a  leading  jiart  in  estnblishiug  a  Roytd  liociety  for  literary 
purposes  at  Edinburgh,  and  acted  as  one  of  its  Secretaries. 
lu  tliat  capacity,  I  liad  tlie  pleasure  of  receiving  from  him 
the  following  letter : 


Sir. 


Edinburgh.  2fkli  June  1796. 


I 


1  have  tlie  honour  to  inform  you,  that  you  was  yesterday 
elected  a  resident  member  of  the  Koyal  Society  of  Edinburgh. 
By  a  rmilait  viemier  is  understood  one,  who,  whether  living 
in  Edinburgh  or  not,  liat;  u  right  to  be  chosen  to  ajiy  of  tin- 
offices  of  the  Society,  and  who  contributes  £.  1,  Is.  auniiatly 
to  the  funds  of  the  Society. 

Permit  me  to  add,  that  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  1 

convey  thb  intelligence  to  one,  whose  endeavours  to  promou- 

knowledge,  have  been  of  such  singular  benefit  to  bis  country.   I 

aia.  Sir,  with  due  respect,  your  obedient  and  humble  servnni, 

John  Flaykair, 

On*  «r  ibc  Sec.  of  lira  R.  S.  of  M 

2e-2 
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8. — PROFESSOR  DUGALD  STEWART. 

This  distinguished  philosopher,  was  justly  entitled  to  be 
considered  one  of  the  most  eminent  persons  of  his  time.  Hb 
works  do  not  require  any  eulogium  from  me,  as  they  are  aoi- 
versally  accounted  among  the  most  valuable,  that  even  the  bit 
century  produced,  and  rival  those  of  Plato.  I  have  mad 
pleasure  in  printing  the  following  letter  regarding  the  edna* 
tion  of  my  son,  as  it  will  furnish  some  useful  hints  to  odier 
parents : 

Dear  Sir, 

My  absence  from  Edinburgh  during  our  Christmas  holidm 
and  my  indispensable  engagements  since  my  return,  bare 
prevented  me  hitherto  from  acknowledging  the  honour  of 
your  letter,  and  offering  my  thanks,  for  the  flattering  maiiD0 
in  which  you  have  mentioned  my  name,  in  the  paper  y« 
have  been  so  good  as  to  send  me. 

The  age  at  which  you  propose  that  your  son  should  atted 
the  lectures  on  moral  philosophy,  is  certainly  sufficiently  eari?* 
For  my  own  part,  I  should  have  been  disposed  to  recommend 
a  delay  of  this  branch  of  his  education  till  a  somewhat  lat« 
period,  as  the  view  which  I  take  of  my  subject,  is  calcubta! 
for  those  whose  academical  studies  are  drawing  to  a  dose. 
and  who  are  about  to  enter  on  the  business  of  life.  Yoc 
general  plan,  however,  I  can  easily  perceive,  does  not  ddnk 
of  alteration  in  this  respect ;  and  the  enlargement  of  vasi 
which  your  son  must  derive  from  his  previous  residoiff 
abroad,  cannot  &il  to  give  him  great  advantages  over  sack  d 
his  contemporaries  as  enter  on  the  study  of  ethics,  with  ^ 
other  preparation  than  a  knowledge  of  languages. 

1  am  sorry  that  your  arrangements  also,  exclude  the  possi- 
bility of  his  receiving  any  part  of  his  classical  educati^m  iio^ 
as  1  am  persuaded  that,  in  this  respect,  Edinburgh  is  mvi 
improved  since  the  period,  (to  which  I  often  look  back  tii 
pleasure)  when  you  and  I  passed  so  many  years  together  lo- 
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titer  the  same  teachers  *.  In  the  difierent  ilepartmenU  of  inn- 
tliematicnl  science,  I  need  not  say,  that  our  uniremty  never 
pos^ssed  a  higher  reputation. 

1  am  too  little  acquainted  with  the  state  of  education  in 
Gennany,  to  give  any  opinion  about  that  part  of  your  pro- 
posal. I  confess,  1  have  a  strong  partiality  myself  in  fovour 
of  the  academical  establishment  at  Geneva,  from  what  1  know 
personally  of  the  talents  and  character  of  the  present  profes- 
sors ;  particularly  of  Mr  Prevost  and  of  Mr  Ptctet ;  aud  I 
shall  he  much  mistaken,  if  the  exertions  which  they  have  been 
making  for  several  years  past,  do  not  soon  attract  general  no- 
tice. 

It  ^ves  me  real  satisfaction  to  observe  the  stress  you  Liy 
un  the  utility,  both  of  academical  attainments,  and  of  foreign 
travel,  to  young  men  who  are  destined  for  public  life  ;  and  I 
hope,  that  your  example  will  liave  great  weight  witli  those 
whose  fortune  un<i  riink  encourage  them,  when  tliey  are  form- 
ing plans  of  education  for  their  children,  to  indulge  similar 
expectations.  1  ever  am,  with  great  regard.  Dear  Sir,  your 
faitliful  und  most  obedient  servant, 

DuiiALD  Stewaht. 


9.— THE  EARL  OF  BICHAV. 

The  Buchan  family  produced,  at  the  same  time,  three  men 
eminent  for  talent ;  the  Lord  Chancellor  Erskine, — the  Hon- 
ourable Henry  Erskine,  who  rose  to  be  at  tlic  head  of  the 
Scotch  bar, — and  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  who  was  not  inferior  to 
either  in  ability,  though  utifortiuiately  it  was  accompanied  with 
much  eccentricity  of  character. 

Among  a  number  of  letters  with  which  he  &voured  me,  I 
think  the  following  will  afford  a  lair  specimen  of  his  style  of 
writing,  and  of  the  talent  with  which  he  wrote : 
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Dryburgh  Abbey,  Nor.  9.  1801. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  yesterday  to  receiye  yodr  letter  of  tte 
5tli,  with  its  agreeable  inclosure  respecting*  the  ooontycf 
Caithness,  which  has  my  hearty  good  wishes. 

I  always  liked  your  bold  dcuMng  eonducty  in  fiiyonr  of  tk 
knowledge  and  improvement  of  yoar  country  ;  and  I  am  gfari 
now  to  see,  that  you  are  concentrating  that  spirit,  in  behalf rf 
your  own  province.  The  present  situation  of  Britain  ongb 
to  be  favourable  to  your  views ;  because  the  only  succesM 
policy  we  can  adopt,  as  a  nation,  is  that  of  superior  industry 
and  dexterity  in  all  our  operations  of  agriculture,  trade,  ami 
manufacture  ;  and  if  we  can  keep  but  half  a  length,  «*  em 
half  a  neck,  in  the  race  with  rival  nations,  there  will  be  oo 
fear  of  us. 

You  know  1  am  no  quid  nunc^  no  modem  politiciaii,  m 
partisan  ;  and  so  I  am  on  high  ground,  when  I  tell  you,  tbt 
I  like  the  peace,  and  the  makers  of  it. 

1  like  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  (Mr 
Addington),  the  better  for  his  having  been  long  in  the  toot 
mels  of  a  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  haviof 
been  more  accustomed  to  hear  and  to  act,  than  to  hanmgv 
and  to  disturb. 

If  tlie  son  of  my  old  friend  Chatham,  instead  of  haviif 
been  brought  from  College,  to  govern  a  great  nation,  hi 
been  nursed  like  Addington,  or  bred  up  in  the  school  e( 
adversity,  like  the  old  cock  his  father,  he  would  have  beeni 
a  more  amiable  and  honourable  situation,  and  certainly  io  > 
more  useful  one,  than  he  is,  or  can  be  at  present. 

Internal  improvement,  economy  in  finance,  a  free  trade, » 
mucli  unshackled  by  monopoly  as  possible,  labour,  savinf  ott- 
chines  in  all  our  departments  of  skill  and  dexterity,  mild  an' 
moderate  administration  in  Government,  with  a  fiwe  pre*, 
and  free  scope  to  honest,  harmless  sentiment,  are  the  oolr 
means  by  which  we  can  preserve  our  station  in  Europe :  fr 
this  will  keep  us  mistress  of  the  seas,  and  of  tlie  alTectioib  d 
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our  subjects  and  allies,  and  will  keep  the  peace  until  our 
strength  is  fully  restored^  and  our  public  debts  brought  with- 
in compass. 

I  intend  coming  to  Edinburgh  for  the  term  on  Wednes- 
day ;  and  about  the  end  of  the  mrnith  I  shall  see  yon  at  Lon- 
don, when  I  go  on  some  private  business,  and  to  appear,  fw 
Ae  hut  ttme^  on  the  southern  horizon. 

Lady  Buchan  joins  in  affectionate  respects  ttf  Lady  Sin- 
clair, and  love  to  the  children.  And  I  remain,  my  Dear  Sir 
John,  your  sincere  friend,  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

Buchan. 


10. — SIR  DAVID  DALRYMPLE,  BART.  LORD  HAILES. 

Among  the  eminent  Judges  that  Scotland  has  produced, 
there  is  none  whose  character  stands  higher,  not  only  for  legal 
knowledge,  but  for  general  information  and  ability,  than  the 
late  Lord  Hailes.  I  frequently  consulted  with  him  regarding 
literary  matters.  He  was  a  warm  friend  to  the  Statistical  Ac- 
count of  Scotland ;  and  when  I  submitted  to  his  consideration, 
a  plan  for  drawing  np  a  work  on  the  finances  of  the  country, 
he  sent  me  the  following  remarks  upon  it.  His  doctrine  is 
perfectly  just,  that  the  value  of  any  particular  division  of  an 
empire,  ought  not  to  be  estimated,  merely  bom  the  pecuniary 
sums  it  produces,  but  must  also  depend  on  the  number  of 
brave  and  useful  men  it  rears  for  the  service  of  the  state* 
In  this  respect  Scotland  and  Ireland  will  stand  a  fair  compa- 
rison with  dieir  sister  kingdom. 

Sir, 

I  was  £Eivoured  with  a  copy  of  your  book  just  at  the  sitting 
down  of  the  session,  when  my  avocations  prevented  me  from 
taking  notice  of  any  thing  foreign  to  them. 

Your  plan  is  great,  and  it  will  require  all  your  abilities, 
knowledge,  and  perseverance  to  complete  it. 
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In  the  course  of  your  work,  might  I  adventure  to  gire  any 
hint  to  one  so  much  better  informed  than  I  am,  all  ndmititBd 
sliillings  and  pence  ought  to  be  omitted.  Xo  give  a  nodon  d 
taxes,  produce,  &c.,  odd  hundreds  serve  no  purpose.  Ray- 
nal,  by  his  fractional  accuracy,  makes  the  ]gnc»ant  wonder  M 
Mm,  but  does  not  add  to  their  knowledge. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  your  intended  Supplement  as  to  Seol- 
land  and  Ireland,  will  rather  hurt  than  benefit  your  woiL 
Could  you  ascertain  the  value  of  aman given  to  the Mtaiefarmi' 
litary  service^  you  might  shew,  what  those  brave  and  poor  na- 
tions contributed  to  the  public.  Without  this,  the  Ei^lisii 
vulgar,  tliat  is  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred,  livill  try  (Adr  im- 
portance hythe  nde  of  three.  The  result  will  be  arithmetically 
right,  but  politically  wrong  beyond  all  calculation.  I  am,  Sb, 
with  great  regard,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

Da  v.  Dalrymple. 

New  Hailes»  26th  August  178& 


11. — DR  KELLY,  EDITOR  OF  THE  CAMBIST. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Bank  of  Eng^land,  I  had  stroi^ 
ly  recommended  the  translation  of  a  work  from  the  German, 
called  ^^  The  Cambisty*  which  gives  a  more  complete  account 
of  the  nature  of  mercantile  exchanges  than  any  publicadoo 
that  had  been  printed.  I  stated  to  the  directors,  that  the  in- 
tricacies of  exchange  were  but  little  known  in  this  country, 
which  was  a  great  disadvantage  to  our  conunercial  t^lnsa^ 
tions ;  and  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  have  soA 
a  work  generally  accessible.  This  recommendation  remained 
for  some  time  a  dead  letter ;  but,  fortunately,  the  idea  ine 
taken  up  by  Dr  Kelly,  of  Finsbury  Square,  in  London,  and 
at  last  was  patronised  by  the  Government  as  well  as  tk 
Bank. 

The  subjoined  letter  from  the  Doctor,   explains  fiJlv  the 
successful  progress  that  had  been  made  in  this  publication. 


1  feci  highly  honoured  by  your  letter,  which  appears  to  me 
Tpplete  with  sound  principles  and  unanswerable  arguments. 
The  prinleii  papers  which  it  incloses  are  of  the  same  charac- 
ter, and  ought  to  be  widely  circulated  at  this  important  crisis. 
Copies  oii^bt  to  he  sent  to  every  member  of  both  Houses  of 
PorliamenL  Something  must  be  done  to  mitigate  the  agri- 
cultural distress ;  and  you  have,  m  very  clear  and  forcible 
ianguage,  pninted  out  the  causes  of  that  distress,  as  well  as 
tJie  most  probable  means  of  giving  permanent  relief. 

I  now  beg  to  turn  to  anotlier  subject,  in  which  you  have 
been  essentially  concerned.  By  the  inclosed  prospectus,  you 
will  see  the  success  of  my  Cambist,  which,  indeed,  may  be 
also  called  your  Cambigt,  as  it  owes  its  origin  to  your  letter 
to  the  Dunk  Directors,  written  in  1797. 

You  will  feel  a  jmrmiitl  ialerest  in  seeing  that  the  British 
Government  has  given  essential  support  to  the  new  edition, 
by  issuing  orders  to  all  his  Majesty's  consub  abroad,  to  send 
home  attested  specimens  of  foreign  standards,  and  various 
other  specifications  and  documents  relating  to  the  different 
«nbjccts  uf  the  work ;  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  assure 
you,  that  the  results  of  all  those  experiments,  at  home  and 
Abroad,  are  incorporated  in  the  new  edition  ;  and  that  in  all 
the  calculations  the  strictest  attention  has  been  paid  to  .ac- 
curacy. 

'lliat  you  may  long  continue  to  enjoy  healUi  and  comfort, 
with  the  conscious  pleasure  of  having  been  essentially  usefid 
to  your  country,  in  various  ways,  is  the  sincere  wish  of  your 
very  faithfid  servant. 

P.  Kelly. 


1*2. JOHN  HOME,  ESg.  AUTIIOn  OF  DOrCLAN. 

There  could  not  he  a  livelier  or  more  agreeable  companion 
han  the  author  of  Douglas ;  and  his  merits,  as  a  dramatic 
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author,  are  well  known.  By  Iiis  talents,  he  was  early  in  life 
introduced  into  the  best  company  that  Sootland  afforded. 
Claret  was  at  that  time  the  fiiTourite  liquor ;  and  owing  to  iti 
being  admitted  into  the  port  of  Lieith,  on  Spaniah  instead  of 
French  duties,  it  was  cheap,  and  was  drunk  in  g^reat  q[iiantitie& 
A  naval  officer,  who  happened  to  be  stationed  in  the  FHthcf 
Forth,  by  transmitting  information  to  the  Treasury,  put  a  stop 
to  this  illegal  advantage.  The  price  of  claret  was  so  madi  in- 
creased, in  consequence  of  this  additional  duty,  that  nmj 
bon  tivants  were  obliged  to  renounce  it,  and  betake  them- 
selves to  port ;  and  in  despair,  at  one  of  their  convivial  meet- 
ings, they  applied  to  their  friend  John  Home,  to  write  some 
verses,  expressive  of  their  feelings.  He  immediately  produ- 
ced the  following : 

Bold  mnd  erect  the  CaledoniaD  stood  ; 

Old  was  his  mutton,  and  Ids  daret  good  ; 

Make  him  drink  port !  an  Engliih  •>*to*tmfm  cried. 

He  drank  the  poison,  and  his  spirit  died. 

Fortunately,  it  has  since  been  found  by  experience,  dot 
port  is  no  poison,  and  that  Caledonian  spirit  does  not  depend 
upon  the  drinking  of  claret ;  but  the  anecdote  is  worth  pre- 
serving, as  an  instance  of  the  ridiculous  prejudices  of  fonner 
times. 

The  following  communication  will  give  an  idea  of  Mr 
Home's  epistolary  style  of  writing : 

My  Dear  Sir, 
David  Home,  my  nephew,  a  half-pay  Lieutenant  in  tfce 
Marines,  and  at  present  an  officer  in  the  Royal  Volunteer 
at  Edinburgh,  is  desirous  of  serving  in  your  new  regiment, 
provided  he  cau  have  a  company.  As  I  have  seen  your  let- 
ter to  some  of  the  clergymen  here,  concerning  the  newleryJ 
should  have  made  Dr  Blair  or  Dr  Carlyle  write  to  you,  as  yoa 
desire  the  gentlemen  of  that  profession,  to  recommend  their 
friends ;  but  it  is  such  a  wet  snowy  <lay,  that  I  cannot  g» 
abroad ;  and  write  this,  lest  by  delay  the  companies  shoiM 
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be  oii^god.  David  Home  u  an  officer  w\io  hns  seen  ser- 
vice ;  for  he  eommanrfed  the  marines  of  a  line-of-batUe  ship 
in  Rodney's  sea  fight,  and  liad  two  or  three  filea  of  men 
swept  from  his  side.  I  called  yesterday  for  Lady  Sinclair, 
but  she  WAS  not  at  home,  else  I  should  have  requested  her 
to  recommend  my  nephew,  as  a  fair  I^dy,  seems  to  be  a  more 
nnhiral  patron  of  a  hrave  officer,  tJiaii  any  Doctor  of  Divini- 
ty. When  you  have  leisure  to  answer  this,  please  to  let  me 
know  if  your  companies  are  not  engaged,  and  I  shuU  get  i» 
many  doctors  as  you  please  to  recommend,  YoUr  circular 
letter  points  well  to  keep  up  a  commnjiication  with  the  clei^ 
gj',  who  have  Ner\'e(l  you  in  your  statistical  account,  which 
will  long  remain  tlie  materials  of  history.  I  am,  Sir,  your 
most  fjtithful  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Homk. 


1.1. —  nOBEBT  POLLOK, 
Author  o{  '•  The  Coune  of  Hme." 


This  distinguished  young  poet,  (a  native  of  Renfrewshire,  in 
the  west  of  .Scotland),  was  bom  in  t>ctol>eT  1798,  He  received 
n  regidar  academical  education,  having  studied  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  dlasgow,  during  ten  sessions.  His  celebrated  work, 
"  The  Cot  nsE  of  Time,"  «-as  published  in  May  iy'27  ;  and 
in  tlie  same  month,  its  autlior  was  licensed  to  preach.  His 
faenlth,  however,  had  been  so  much  impaired,  by  his  succe»- 
sive  exertions  in  pre|)aring  his  poem  for  the  press,  and  carry- 
ing on  the  printirifr,  that,  atWr  a  few  trials,  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  relinquishing  the  labours  of  his  profession  ;  and 
being  threatened  with  complaints,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
some  eminent  physicians,  rendered  a  residence  in  a  milder  cli- 
miiie  the  only  probable  means  of  restoring  lus  health,  it  be- 
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.came  indispensably  necessary  for  him  to  repair  to  the  Conti« 
nent  without  delay. 

It  was  by  mere  accident,  (the  work  being  highly  spokea 
of  by  a  lady),  that  I  heard  of  this  publication ;  and  as  it  is  t 
duty  incumbent  upon  those,  who  are  anxious  to  promote  the 
literature  of  a  country,  to  encourage  talent  whenever  it  ap« 
pears,  I  lost  no  time  in  purchasing  the  work,  and  was  jd^ 
lighted  to  find,  that  it  displayed  great  marks  of  original  ge* 
liius.  I  found  the  conception  grand,  the  execution  master- 
ly ;  and,  on  the  whole,  it  seemed  to  me  the  most  extraordi- 
nary production  that  had  appeared  for  some  time,  more  em- 
cially  as  connected  with  religious  subjects. 

As  it  was  most  important  to  preserve  the  life  of  a  yoong 
person  possessed  of  such  eminent  talents,  I  requested  a  re- 
spectable dissenting  clergyman,  who  warmly  patronised  him, 
(Mr  Brown  of  Rose  Street),  to  favour  me  with  a  call,  accom- 
panied by  Mr  PoUok,  that  we  might  settle  some  plan  for  Iiis 
visiting  the  Continent.  Upon  seeing  him,  I  regretted  much  to 
find  him  already  reduced  to  such  a  state,  as  furnished  but  lit- 
tle prospect  of  his  recovery.     It  was  proper,  however,  to  try 
the  effects  of  a  visit  to  the  Continent,  if  his  health  would  en- 
able him  to  go  there ;  and  the  funds  necessary  for  a  continental 
tour  having  been  raised,  he  went  to  London,  to  prepare  for 
it.    The  physicians  there,  immediately  pronounced  his  case  to 
be  quite  hopeless ;  and  instead  of  going  abroad,  he  went,  ac- 
companied by  a  sister,  to  Southampton,  and  he  died  in  a  vil- 
lage near  it. 

I  had  recommended  him  to  a  much  valued  friend,  to  whom 
it  immediately  occurred,  that  if  Mr  Pollok  did  recover,  he 
might  be  of  immense  use  in  the  East  Indies,  and  that  the 
climate  there  might  be  more  &vourable  to  his  health,  than  a 
colder  region.  On  that  subject  I  received  the  following  let- 
ter, which  is  highly  creditable  to  the  generosity  and  feeling 
of  a  British  senator,  who  delights  in  doing  generous  actions: 

letter  firom  a  Friend  regarding  Mr  PoUok, 
"  I  have  to  apologise  for  not  replying  sooner  to  your  note  of 
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the  20th  August  respecting  the  Renfrewshire  bard,  whom  you  so 
kindly  patronize ;  but  you  will  observe,  by  the  last  ^'  Oriental 
Herald/'  that  I  had  not  lost  sight  of  him.  Whether  the  hint 
therein  given  to  the  East  India  Directors,  may  lead  to  any 
thing  for  Mr  Pollok's  advantage,  I  know  not ;  but  such  an  ap- 
pointment might  be  worth  trying  for ;  and  he  would  be  an 
acquisition  to  the  Scots  Church,  particularly  at  Calcutta,  where 
such  a  character  is  much  wanted." 

<<  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inclose  a  bank 
post  bill  for  ten  pounds,  to  assist  Mr  PoUok  in  proceeding  to 
the  Continent,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  Should  he  come 
to  London,  and  favour  me  with  a  call,  I  shall  be  happy  to  see 
him." 

<^  Sincerely  wishing  success  to  all  your  benevolent  and  pa- 
triotic pursuits,  I  remain,  with  regard,"  &c.  &c. 

The  following  specimens  will  give  the  reader  some  idea  of 
the  sublimity  and  pathos  of  this  superior  poet : 

Description  of  Lard  ByrotCs  Poetry. 

He  touched  his  harp,  mnd  nations  heard,  entranced ; 
As  tome  vast  riTer  of  unfiuling  source, 
Rapid,  exhaustleas,  deep,  his  numbers  flowed. 
.— *-^— «— ^-^  All  passions  of  all  men. 
Hie  wild  and  tame,— the  gentle  and  severe ; 
AU  thou^ts,  aU  maiims  sacred  and  profisne. 
All  creeds,  all  seasons,  Tim^— Eternity ; 
AU  that  was  hated,  and  aU  that  was  dear, 
AU  that  was  hoped,  all  that  was  fear'd  by  man, 
He  tossed  about  as  tempest  withered  leaves ; 
Hien  smiling  look'd  upon  the  wreck  he  made. 

Byron  himself  never  endited  any  verses  more  sublime  than 
the  following : 

As  some  fierce  comet  of  tremendous  siae. 

To  which  the  stars  did  reverence  as  it  pass*d ; 

So  he,  through  learning,  and  through  fimcy  took 

His  flight  sublime ;  and  on  the  loftiest  top 

Of  fame's  dread  mountain  sat :  not  soUed,  and  worn. 

As  if  he  from  the  earth  had  laboured  up  ; 

But  as  some  bird  of  heavenly  plumage  fair 
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He  looked,  which  down  from  higher  regions  came* 
And  perched  it  there,  to  see  whmt  lay  beneath. 

His  description  of  Scotland  is  in  the  higrhest  vein  of  poetr}% 

Nor  do  I  of  that  isle  remember  au^t 
Of  prospect  more  aablime  and  beautiful. 
Than  Sootia's  northern  battlement  of  hills. 
Which  first  I  from  my  father's  house  beheld. 
At  dawn  of  life  ;  beloTed  in  memory  still  ; 
And  standard  still  of  rural  imagery : 
What  most  resembles  them,  the  fairest  seems. 
And  stirs  the  eldest  sentiments  of  bliss ; 
And  pictured  on  the  tablet  of  my  heart, 
Their  distant  shapea  eternally  remain. 
And  in  my  dreams  their  cloudy  tops  arise. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  adding,  that  nine  editions  of  tbf 
work  have  been  already  published,  (in  all  fifteen  thousand 
copies,)  by  the  sale  of  which  a  considerable  sum  has  be^ 
raised,  and  sent  to  his  parents,  (who  required  it  much),  and 
to  his  sister,  who  accompanied  him  to  Southampton,  and  at- 
tended him  during  his  last  illness. 

By  the  balance  of  the  sum  raised  to  defray  the  expenses  rf 
his  intended  journey  to  the  Continent,  with  the  consent  rf 
the  subscribers,  a  monument  of  Peterhead  granite  is  to  be 
erected,  in  the  church-yard  of  the  parish  where  he  died,  which 
is  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Southampton. 
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This,  perhaps,  is  the  most  interesting,  and  certainly,  in 
some  instances,  the  most  curious  class  of  letters  in  my  whole 
correspondence.  The  effect  upon  the  mind  must  be  singular 
and  striking,  to  have  the  productions  of  so  many  various  cha- 
racters brought  successively  in  review  before  it,  with  such 
preliminary  hints  as  are  necessary,  to  explain  the  circum- 
stances which  occasioned  their  letters  being  written. 


1. — CHRISTOPHE,  KING  OF  HAITI. 

A  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  who  had  visited  8t  Do- 
mingo, informed  me,  that  Christophe,  who  had  established 
himself  as  king  of  that  country,  was  extremely  anxious  to 
promote  the  happiness  of  his  subjects ;  and  had  expressed  a 
wish  of  entering  into  correspondence  with  the  President  of 
the  British  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Author  of  the  Code 
of  Health.  I  was  thence  induced  to  send  a  copy  of  that  work 
to  the  new  Sovereign,  with  a  letter ;  to  which,  in  due  course, 
I  received  the  following  answer : 

VOL.  II.  2  F 
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Au  Palais  de  Sana  Souci,  86.  AtHI  1816^ 
L*an  15.  de  I'lDdependcnoe. 

Le  Roi,  Au  tres  Honorable  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Baronet 
Monsieur, 

J'ai  re9u,  avec  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  le  plaisir  de 
m'ecrire,  le  Code  de  Sante  et  de  Longevity  ouvrage  done 
vous  ctes  Tauteur,  de  meme  que  des  nottes  int^ressantes,  dont 
je  ferai  mon  profit,  lorsque  je  serai  a  meme  d'executer  divers 
projets  sur  les  differentes  branches  qu'elles  traitent.  Je  ne 
manquerai  pas  de  vous  ^crire  pour  vous  prier  de  m'aider  de 
vos  lumieres . 

Reeever,  Monsieur,  avec  mes  remercimens,  les  assurances 
de  ma  parfedte  consideration, 

(Signed)         Christophe  •. 


2. — THE  PERSIAN  AMBASSADOR. 

The  Persians,  though  fisdlen  from  their  former  gp-eatness,  and 
from  the  state  of  their  government  and  religion,  not  likely  to 
recover  their  political  importance,  are  an  intelligent  and  po- 
lished people.  I  had  frequent  conversations  with  the  Am- 
bassador who  had  been  sent  to  our  Court,  and  found  him  intel- 
ligent and  well  informed.  He  visited  Scotland,  and  made  a 
short  stay  at  Edinburgh,  when  we  discussed  the  subject  of 
health,  for  the  restoration  of  which,  he  contended,  that  the 


*  Translation. 

Palace  of  Sans  Souci,  26ch  April  ISISl 
]5cfa  Tear  of  Independence. 
Sib, 
I  have  received,  along  with  the  letter  which  jou  have  done  me  the  (kwoar  to 
write  to  me,  the  Code  of  Health  and  Longevity,  a  work  of  whicii  you  aie  the 
author,  as  well  as  of  the  interesting  notes,  of  which  I  shall  teke  adTaDtaffeasssci 
as  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  execute  various  projects  connected  with  the  dift- 
rent  branches  of  which  they  treat.     I  shall  not  fail  to  write  to  you    to  naaei 
you  to  aid  me  with  your  suggestions. 

Accept,  Sir,  together  with  my  thanks,  the  assurancea  of  my  perfect  reganL 

(Signed)         CnaisrorHr. 
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Persian  physicians  were  greatly  superior  to  the  English. 
During  a  visit  he  paid  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  I  sent  him 
some  thoughts  upon  that  subject,  to  which  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing answer,  dated  Hamilton  Palace,  November  7.  1819 : 

^^  The  Persian  Ambassador  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir 
John  Sinclair,  and  begs  leave  to  say,  that  he  will  send  him, 
as  soon  as  he  returns  to  ^^  Tehzaun^^  a  chest  of  medicines, 
together  with  various  treatises  by  some  learned  Hachems^  (P^y~ 
sicians) ;  also  a  popular  work  upon  the  different  complaints 
and  diseases  now  common  in  Persia,  with  the  modes  of  cure 
thereof.  A  particular  case,  relative  to  a  lunatic  patient,  well 
merits  the  attention  of  the  medical  world ;  and  he  hopes  the 
information  derived  from  that  source,  will  be  an  acceptable 
addition  to  the  Pyramid  of  Codes." 

I  regret  to  add,  that  I  never  received  either  the  chest  of 
medicines,  or  the  work  alluded  to.  It  would  be  very  de- 
sirable, however,  that  any  British  minister  who  may  be  sent 
to  the  Court  of  Persia,  should  ascertain  how  fiur  the  Ambas- 
sador's eulog^ums  on  the  skill  of  Persian  physicians  are  well 
founded. 

The  case  he  mentions,  of  an  extraordinary  cure  being  per- 
formed on  a  lunatic  patient,  deserves  peculiar  attention. 


3. — THE  MIRZA  ABU  TALEB  KHAN. 

This  native  of  Persia  devoted  no  less  a  period  than  about  five 
years,  (from  the  year  1799  to  the  year  1803,  both  inclusive), 
to  travelling  through  Asia,  Africa,  and  Europe.  He  wrote 
an  account  of  his  travels  in  Persian,  which  was  translated  in- 
to EInglish,  by  Charles  Stewart,  Esq.  Professor  of  Oriental 
Languages  at  the  East  India  College,  in  Hertfordshire.  It 
was  printed  in  1814.  The  following  paragraph  is  an  extract 
from  it: 

2  f2 
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<^  Among  the  literary  characters  with  whom  I  had  the  ho- 
nour of  being  acquainted,  were  Sir  Frederick  Eden,  Sir  JoIid 
Sinclair,  and  Sir  Joseph  Banks.  The  first  cxf  these  has  writ- 
ten several  treatises  on  different  subjects.  The  8e<M>nd  is  well 
skilled  in  husbandry  and  agriculture,  and  has  therefore  been 
placed  by  the  King  at  the  head  of  a  society  for  the  encouiage- 
ment  of  these  useful  arts.  This  gendeman  paid  me  much  at- 
tention,  and  frequently  took  me  with  him  ten  or  twenty  milei 
into  the  country,  to  look  at  various  objects  of  curiority.  One 
evening,  after  visiting  his  son,  who  was  at  the  school  of  Sim- 
bury,  (with  the  inspection  of  which  I  was  much  delighted), 
when  we  arrived  at  his  door,  he  ordered  the  coachman  to  drire 
on  to  my  house,  and  first  put  me  down.  I  represented  to  him, 
that  although  my  house  was  still  two  miles  fieurther  off,  as  I 
was  in  the  constant  liabit  of  walking  the  streets,  I  should  pre- 
fer going  home  on  foot,  and  would  not  either  trouble  his  ser- 
vants to  carry  me  so  far,  or  encroach  upon  his  time  by  ca^ 
rying  him  so  much  out  of  his  way.  He,  homrever,  refused 
either  to  put  me  down,  or  to  get  out  himself;  and  when  I 
pressed  him  to  explain  the  motives  of  his  conduct,  he  replied, 
^  In  this  world  we  are  all  liable  to  accidents  ;  and  if  it  should 
by  chance  happen  that  you  this  night  met  with  any  misfor- 
tune, I  should  never  forgive  myself.'  At  the  house  of  Sir 
John  I  frequently  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  some  of  (k 
most  respectable  characters  in  England.  In  particular,  he  did 
me  the  honour  of  introducing  me  to  Lord  SheflBeld,  by  whom 
I  was  most  sumptuously  entertained." 

At  one  of  the  dinners  I  gave  to  the  Mirza,  the  celebnted 
Dr  Watson,  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  was  present.  The  Bishop 
observed  that  the  Persian  took  wine  very  freely,  upon  whidi 
he  said  to  him,  "  Mirza,  how  comes  this  ?  Is  not  drinkiif 
wine  prohibited  by  the  Koran  ?"  Upon  which  the  PeisiiD 
said,  ^^  I  take  it  by  inferenjce.  In  the  Koran  it  is  said,  that 
we  may  take  whatever  is  good  for  our  health.      I  am  infonn- 
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ed  that  taking  wine,  in  this  country,  is  good  for  the  health ; 
and  therrfore  I  iitfer^  that  I  may  take  it  consistently  with  the 
precepts  of  the  Koran." 

He  was  remarkable  for  his  good  health,  and  said,  ^^  That 
he  never  recollected  having  been  once  ill  in  his  whole  life." 


4. "  THAYADENE6EA,"  (CAPTAlN  BEANT.) 

This  Indian  warrior,  a  native  of  the  woods  of  America, 
came  over  to  this  country,  and  from  his  known  attachment  to 
the  English  interest,  met  here  with  a  very  fiitvourable  recep- 
tion. He  felt  a  particular  regard  for  the  Scotch  Highlanders, 
whose  dress  and  hardy  habits  he  much  admired ;  and  indeed 
he  said,  it  was  commonly  believed  by  the  American  Indians, 
that  one  of  their  most  celebrated  tribes  had  been  lost,  and 
that  the  Highlanders  must  be  descended  from  it  When  in- 
formed of  this  national  attachment,  I  took  Captain  Brant  to  a 
meeting  of  the  Highland  Society  of  London,  where  he  was 
delighted  to  see  the  Highland  dress,  customs,  and  mode  of 
dancing,  and  to  hear  the  Highland  bagpipe,  in  its  greatest 
perfection.  On  his  leaving  London,  he  sent  me  the  follow- 
ing note : 

Captain  Brant  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  John  Sin- 
clair,— is  very  sorry  he  can't  have  the  honour  to  wait  on  him 
to-morrow,  as  he  is  very  busy  preparing  for  his  departure  for 
Canada,  having  had  warning  boisk  the  captain  of  the  ship  he 
is  to  sail  in,  to  have  all  his  things  on  board  in  the  course  of 
next  week. 

Saturday  Evening. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  having  heard  so  much  of  Thayade- 
negea's  respect  for  me,  was  led  to  request,  that  I  would  re- 
commend his  agent  in  America,  to  the  friendship  of  this  dis- 


454  XIV.  MISCELLANEOUS  CORRESPONDENCE. 

tiiiguished  warrior ;  and  I  understand  that  the  letter  I  gave  to 
the  agent,  was  of  material  service  to  the  new  settlement 


5. — EDMUND  KEAN,  ESQ.  THE  CELEBRATED  ACTOR. 

Mr  Kean  performed  the  character  of  Macbeth,  on  the 
Edhiburgh  stage,  in  October  1819,  and  it  was  one  of  the 
most  perfect  specimens  of  acting  I  had  ever  witnessed.  Se- 
veral of  my  friends  being  of  the  same  opinion,  "we  resolved  to 
present  him  with  a  sword,  as  a  proof  of  the  hi^h  idea  we  en- 
tertained of  his  theatrical  abilities.  The  intention  was  ohh- 
municated  to  Mr  Kean  in  the  following  letter  : 

Sir, 

Some  of  your  friends  in  this  city,  became  extremely  de- 
sirous of  presenting  you,  with  a  mark  of  the  high  estimation 
which  they  entertain,  for  your  talents,  as  an  actor,  more  espe- 
cially having  witnessed  the  very  superior  manner  in  which 
you  performed  the  cliaracter  of  "  Macbeth."  Afler  consider- 
ing the  subject,  it  was  at  last  resolved,  to  present  you  with 
"  A  Sword  ofState^^^  to  be  worn,  when  you  appear  upon  the 
stage  in  tluit  tragedy,  as  "  Tfie  crowned  King  of  Scotland.^'  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  sending  you  the  sword,  which  is  pre- 
pared by  some  of  our  ablest  artists,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
transmitted  to  you.  It  is  "  of  the  true  Highland  make ;"  and 
ornamented  with  some  of  die  most  valuable  precious  stones 
that  Scotland  produces.  "  Macbeth"  is,  on  the  whole,  die 
greatest  eifort  of  dramatic  genius  the  world  has  yet  produced: 
and  none  has  hitherto  attempted  to  represent  the  Scottish 
tyrant,  who  has  done,  or  could  possibly  do,  more  justice  to 
that  clhiracter,  than  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  now  the 
honour  of  addressing  myself. 

Tlie  presentation  of  thLs  sword  reminds  me  of  two  pardcu- 
iars. 
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1.  The  swords,  in  ancient  times,  were  large  and  weighty, 
and  the  scabbards  broad  at  the  point.  Hence,  in  Shakespeare, 
Hotspur  describes  himself,  (Part  I.  Henry  IV.  Act  1.  Scene 3.) 
^^  leaning  upon  his  sword  ;**  that  is  to  say,  resting  upon  it  in 
the  scabbard.  The  sword  also  was  not  carried  in  belts  at- 
tached to  the  person,  (which,  with  a  large  and  heavy  sword, 
would  have  been  too  cumbersome),  but  was  either  held  in  the 
right  hand,  or  carried  in  the  left  arm,  the  elbow  being  bent 
for  that  purpose.  In  battle,  when  the  sword  was  drawn,  the 
scabbard  teas  throton  away^  to  imply,  as  that  phrase  denotes, 
that  the  combat  was  to  terminate  with  the  death  of  one  of  the 
parties. 

2.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  Shakespeare  collected 
materials  for  "  The  Tragedy  of  Macbeth,"  on  the  spot  where 
many  of  the  transactions  took  place.  It  is  recorded  in  Gu- 
thrie's History  of  Scotland,  that  Queen  Elizabeth  sent  some 
English  actors  to  the  court  of  her  successor,  James,  which 
was  then  held  at  Perth  ;  and,  it  is  supposed,  that  Shakespeare 
was  one  of  the  number.  This  idea  receives  strong  confirma- 
tion by  the  following  striking  circumstance.  The  Castle  of 
Dunsinane  is  situated  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Perth. 
When  I  examined,  some  years  ago,  the  remains  of  tliat  castle, 
and  the  scenes  in  its  neighbourhood,  I  found,  that  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  country  people  were  identically  the  same  as  the 
story  represented  in  Shakespeare,  There  was  but  one  excep- 
tion. The  tradition  is,  that  ^^  Macbeth"  endeavoured  to  es- 
cape, when  he  found  the  castle  no  longer  tenable.  Being 
pursued  by  Macduff,  he  ran  up  an  adjoining  Iiill,  but  instead 
of  being  slain  in  single  comliat  by  Macduff,  (which  Sliake- 
speare  preferred,  as  being  a  more  interesting  dramatic  inci- 
dent), the  country  ]>eople  said,  that,  in  despair,  he  threw  him- 
self over  a  precipice  ;  at  the  bottom  of  which,  there  still  re- 
mains'*  77i€  Gianfsyravej'*  where,  it  is  supposed,  that "  Mac- 
beth" was  buried.  When  you  next  visit  Scotland,  it  would 
be  interesting  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  examining  these 

■ 

classic  scenes. 
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With  my  best  .wishes,  that  you  may  long^  continue  an  w- 
nament  to  the  British  theatre,  I  remain.  Sir,  your  very  obe- 
dient servant, 

(Signed)         John  Sinclair. 

J  33.  George  Street,  Edinburgh, 
ISth  November  1810. 

Edmund  Kean,  Esq.  Clarges  Street,  London. 

In  Mr  Kean's  answer,  which  is  subjoined,  there  are  some 
just  remarks  on  the  hazardous  profession  of  an  actor. 

NoTember  87.  18ia 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
announcing  the  transmission  of  a  valuable  sword,  which  yoa 
teach  me  to  receive  as  a  token  of  the  flattering  estimation,  in 
which  my  professional  exertions,  in  the  northern  capital,  are 
held  by  yourself,  and  a  portion  of  that  public,  to  whose  foster- 
ing indulgence  I  am  already  bound  in  lasting  gpratitude.  To 
those  unknown  patrons,  in  whose  name  you  have  been  pleased, 
in  such  gratifying  terms,  to  address  me,  I  beg  you  will  con- 
vey the  assurance,  that  their  kindness  has  not  been  lavished 
where  it  is  not  duly  appreciated  and  deeply  felt.  I  am  happy 
in  the  conviction,  that  I  shall  only  do  justice  to  their  intentions^ 
in  receiving  this  sword,  as  at  once  a  record  of  national  libc^ 
rality,  and  Scottish  patronage  of  the  stage. 

May  I  not  recognise  as  this  their  object,  in  dieir  selection 
of  the  distinguished  pen  which  has  honoured  me  with  the 
communication,  as  well  as  the  costume  of  the  present  itself 
which  you  arc  pleased  to  inform  me  is  strictly  national,  botl 
in  its  character  and  ornaments. 

Permit  me  to  add,  Sir,  that  my  own  feelings  could  know 
no  higlier  gratification,  than  to  be  instructed  in  the  belief, 
that  I  may  have  been  the  fortunate  instrument  of  increasing 
the  number  of  the  patrons  of  our  art;  the  difficulties  of 
which  may,  in  some  measure,  be  appreciated,  by  the  nuit)'  and 
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instability  of  success,  and  in  which  we  but  too  sensibly  feel, 
how  necessary  is  public  protection,  to  encourage  and  sustain 
us,  even  in  our  least  chequered  and  unclouded  career.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  with  grateful  respects,  your  very  ob- 
liged servant, 

(Signed)         Edmund  Kean. 
Right  Honourable  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart 

When  our  intention  was  first  intimated  to  Mr  Kean,  he 
said,  *^  That  the  approbation  of  the  Edinburgh  audience,  he  had 
ever  rated,  as  one  of  the  proudest  feathers  in  his  dramatic  plume^ 
and  the  testimony  proposed,  he  would  treasure  with  the  most 
zealous  regard  and  gratitude." 


6. — SIR  WILLIAM  NAIRNE,  BART. 
Regmrding  the  Castle  of  Duniiiuuie. 

I  have  long  felt  an  ardent  wish,  to  see  some  building  erect- 
ed on  a  spot,  not  only  celebrated  in  history,  but  immortalised 
in  the  splendid  effusions  of  Shakespeare,  as  the  Hill  of  Dun- 
sinano.  I  visited  this  celebrated  place  as  fax  back  as  the  year 
1772,  when  only  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  found  a 
number  of  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  from  whom  I  learnt 
all  the  traditions  of  the  country,  and  was  astonished  to  dis- 
cover that  they  corresponded  so  much  with  the  incidents  de- 
tailed in  Shakespeare's  drama. 

Dunsinane  Hill,  (which  in  Gaelic  means  ^^  The  hill  of 
ants,)"  is  supposed  to  have  derived  that  name,  from  the  great 
number  of  persons  employed  in  erecting  the  fortress  on  its 
top.  It  Ls  situated  about  ten  miles  S.  S.  E.  from  Bimam  wood ; 
six  miles  N.  E.  from  Perth,  and  stands  isolated  in  the  Sidla 
ridge  of  hills,  in  the  form  of  a  sugar  loaf,  a  thousand  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  six  hundred  above  its  own  base. 
Its  flat  jstimmit  is  always  beautifully  verdant.     There  is  still 
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the  appearance  of  several  parapet  walls^  ditches,  and  oat- 
posts,  ascribed  to  Macbeth.  The  original  height  of  the  ram- 
part, which  is  about  two  hundred  feet  in  diameter,  cannot 
now  be  ascertained ;  but,  from  the  immense  mass  remaining 
it  must  have  been  very  considerable.  Several  openings  inti 
this  mass  have  been  made,  and  it  appeared  to  consist  of  whin 
and  quarry  stones,  mortar,  and  slates,  which  must  have  been 
brought  from  a  distance.  In  the  sections  across  the  area,  on 
the  top,  scorched  grain,  charcoal,  burnt  fir,  and  oak  beams, 
and  the  bones  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  &c.  were  found,  so  that 
the  fortress  seems  to  have  been  destroyed  by  fire.  It  most  be 
the  earnest  wish  of  every  antiquary,  that  the  spot  were  more 
thoroughly  explored,  as  perhaps  the  most  celebrated  monur 
ment  of  antiquity  in  Scotland. 

Impressed  with  these  ideas,  I  earnestly  advised  Sir  Wil- 
liam Naime,  who,  as  one  of  the  Scotch  Judges,  was  calkd 
Lord  Dunsinnan,  to  erect  a  monument  on  the  top  of  that  cele- 
brated eminence,  and,  in  return,  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
from  him  the  following  answer : 

Dunsinnan.  6th  September  1S0& 

Sir, 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter.  The  public 
is  under  great  obligations  to  you,  for  the  active  industry  which 
you  have  employed,  in  investigating  and  preserving  the  anti- 
quities of  the  country,  and  I  return  thanks  for  that  part  of  ii, 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  what  concerns  my 
property.  Although  1  am  not  sure  if  the  fine  green  top 
upon  the  black  hill,  which  aifords  evident  marks  of  manual 
labour  and  habitation,  would  receive  much  embellishment  frow 
any  tiling  that  could  be  built  upon  it,  yet  I  should  willingly 
give  my  consent  to  any  gentleman,  who  tliought  it  would  be 
ornamental  to  the  country,  to  make  such  an  erection  as  you 
shoidd  approve  of,  because  I  am  sure  it  would  be  in  the  best 
taste ;  but,  as  to  myself,  the  truth  is,  that  I  have  been  layin? 
out  so  much  of  my  money  in  the  valley,  that   I  really  couM 
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not  at  present  afford  any  thing  to  the  hill.  I  am,  however, 
much  obliged  to  you  for  su^esting  the  idea,  whether  it  should 
or  should  not  be  hereafter  realised. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  iidthful  ser^tmt, 

Wm.  Nairne. 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 

However  much  attached  to  the  improvements  of  agricul- 
ture, I  could  not  help  lamenting  that  the  cultivation  of  tlie 
valley,  should,  in  this  case,  prevent  the  embellishment  of  the 
hill. 

There  is  little  chance  of  any  thing  being  effected  for  pro- 
moting so  desirable  an  object,  except  by  public  subscription, 
the  amount  of  which  might  be  laid  out  under  the  direction  of 
the  Antiquarian  Societies  of  Perth  and  Eldinburgh. 


7. — JAMES  BRUCE,  ESQ.  OF  KINNAIRD,  THE  ABYSSINIAN 

TRAVELLER. 

No  doubt,  I  believe,  is  now  entertained,  by  impartial  in- 
quirers, regarding  the  veracity  of  this  celebrated  traveller,  as 
the  various  accounts  he  gave  of  the  country  he  visited,  have 
since  been  confirmed  by  the  evidence  of  persons  who  have  re- 
sided in  Abyssinia.  He  was  by  some  considered  to  be  a  re- 
pulsive and  uncourteous  character,  but,  in  my  intercourse  with 
him,  he  was  quite  the  reverse ;  and  it  is  impossible  for  any 
one  to  write  a  letter,  penned  with  more  courtesy,  than  the  one 
I  subjoin.  I  had  accidentally  purchased  a  work  respecting  a 
discovery  of  the  sources  of  the  Nile,  which  I  thought  might 
interest  him,  and  of  which  I  requested  his  acceptance.  His 
answer  was  as  follows : 
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Kinnaird  Houac^  Aug.  21.  179QL 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  honour  of  yours  of  yeaterdajr's  date, 
and  am  very  much  obliged  to  you,  for  the  old  edition  of  Ei- 
ther Jeronymo,  which  I  never  had  before  seen* 

I  see  the  publishers  have  very  judiciously  left  out  a  grest 
deal  of  the  stories,  that  do  that  historian  and  lus  tranahtor 
little  credit  I  shall,  when  bound,  place  it  in  my  libnury, 
among  the  tracts  I  have  received  from  the  indulgence  of  my 
friends.  When  writing  upon  the  country,  the  subjeist  of  that 
Jesuit's  performance,  I  shall  mention,  with  the  g^ratitude  I 
ought,  the  honourable  name  of  the  donor. 

I  beg  the  frtvour  that  you  will  believe,  if  I  can  be  of  any 
sort  of  use  to  you  here,  that  you  may  at  all  times  command 
my  best  services ;  and  that  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  widi 
great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  frdthful  humble  ser- 
vant, 

James  Bruce. 


8. — DAVID  WILKIE,  ESQ.  THE  CELEBRATED   PAINTER, 

1  happened  to  dine  in  company  with  Mr  Wilkie,  the  cele- 
brated painter,  and,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation,  asked 
him  "  How  he  came  to  adopt  that  profession  '?'*  I  inquired 
"  Had  your  father,  or  your  mother,  or  any  of  your  reladoos 
a  turn  for  painting?  or  what  led  you  to  follow  that  line?* 
Upon  which  Mr  Wilkie  said,  "  The  truth.  Sir  John,  is,  ik(A 
YOU  made  me  a  painter, ^^  "  How,  I !  (with  astonishment  I  ex- 
claimed), I  never  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  ivith  you  be- 
fore." To  which  Mi*  Wilkie  replied,  "  When  you  n'ere 
drawing  up  the  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,  my  father, 
who  was  a  clergyman  in  Fife,  had  much  correspondence  witb 
you  respecting  his  parish,  in  the  course  of  which  you  sent 
him  a  coloured  drawing  of  a  soldier,  in  the  uniform  of  vour 

m 

Highland  Fencible  regiment.     I  was  so  delighted  with  the 
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sight,  that  I  was  constantly  drawing  copies  of  it,  and  that  made 
me  a  painter  J^ 

Some  copies  of  the  engraving,  which  was  productive  of  such 
a  fortunate  result,  are  still  extant 

It  is  astonishing  on  what  trifling  incidents  the  choice  of  a 
profession  depends,  and  it  is  singular  that  two  circumstances, 
so  totally  unconnected  with  each  other,  as  my  having  drawn 
up  the  Statistical  Account  of  Scotland,  and  having  raised  a 
regiment  of  Fencibles,  token  combined,  should  have  contributed 
to  form  so  celebrated  an  artist.  Mr  Wilkie's  &ther,  who  was 
minister  of  the  parish  of  Cults,  in  Fife,  was  a  remarkably  able 
man,  and  particularly  distinguished  for  knowledge  in  mathe- 
matics and  arithmetic.  He  wrote  a  very  clever  work,  called 
**  7%«  Theory  of  Interest,*^  of  which  I  wished  to  procure  a 
copy ;  and  having  applied  to  his  son  for  that  purpose,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  from  him  the  following  answer : 

Cunbo  Home,  Crail,  Oct.  2a  1824. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  work  by  my  late  fi^er,  to  which  you  are  pleased  to 
allude.  The  Theory  of  Interest,  was  subsequently  published 
by  him,  but  is  now,  from  the  lapse  of  years,  entirely  disper- 
sed. Should  there  be,  however,  upon  my  return  to  Kensing- 
ton, any  copy  remaining  at  hand,  be  assured  it  will  give  me 
very  great  pleasure  to  be  allowed  the  honour  of  presenting  it 
to  you,  in  memory  of  that  respect  which  my  &ther  entertain- 
ed for  one,  whose  friendship  and  good  opinion  he  was,  while 
he  lived,  so  justly  proud  of.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
high  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  very  £EUthfril  servant, 

David  Wilkie. 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart 
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9. — JOHN  LOUDON  MACADAM,  ESQ.  ;    AND 
WILLIAM  NICOL,  ESQ.  OF  PALL-MALL. 

In  the  year  181 1,  I  had  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee,  to  take  into  consideration  the  laws  regard- 
ing the  highways  of  the  kingdom,  and  was  appointed  the 
chairman.  The  year  preceding,  I  had  receiyed,  as  Presideot 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  some  communications  from  Mr 
Macadam,  who  then  resided  at  Bristol,  stating  his  opinion, 
that  the  system  of  road-making  practised  throughout  the 
kingdom  was  faulty,  and  unnecessarily  expensive.  Having 
paid  much  attention  to  road-making,  and  being  highly  pleased 
with  Mr  Macadam's  opinions  upon  the  subject,  I  resolved  to 
bring  them  before  the  committee ;  and  to  give  them  a  better 
chance  of  success,  I  got  the  information  sent  by  him  arranged 
and  condensed,  so  as  to  render  it  more  attractive.  In  that 
form,  Mr  Macadam's  system  was  inserted  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Report  of  the  Committee,  printed  an.  181 1,  where  it  at- 
tracted much  public  attention. 

The  approbation  which  Mr  Macadam's  system  thus  recei- 
ved from  parliamentary  authority,  encouraged  him  to  perse- 
vere in  his  pursuits.  He  continued  to  employ  himself  in  pro- 
curing all  the  information  in  his  power,  regarding  the  art 
he  had  undertaken  to  improve ;  and  in  1815,  he  prevailed  cd 
his  colleagues  in  the  Bristol  district,  to  place  their  roads, 
(about  150  miles  in  extent),  under  his  care,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  his  opinions  and  theories  to  the  test  of  practice. 

The  immediate  good  eflFect  in  the  Bristol  district,  induced 
the  trustees  of  the  Bath  roads  to  ask  Mr  Macadam's  advice 
how  they  were  to  proceed ;  in  consequence  of  which,  their 
roads,  (about  49  miles),  were  soon  brought  into  good  order. 
Their  example  rapidly  spread  throughout  the  south  of  Eng- 
land, and  has  since  become  general  over  the  whole  kingdom, 
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to  which  the  strong  recommendation  of  the  committee  in  181 1 
greatly  contributed. 

It  has  always  been  a  rule  with  me,  not  to  throw  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  useful  suggestions.  People  are  not  at  all  aware 
of  the  mischief  they  do,  by  raising  objections  to  plans,  merely 
because  they  are  of  a  novel  nature.  Such  plans  ought  never 
to  be  condemned  or  set  aside,  until  they  have  had  a  fair 
trial.  Indeed,  persons  who  have  acquired  any  influence  in  a 
country  ought  not  only  to  encourage  new  plans,  but  to  be  ready 
of  access  to  men  of  scientific  and  useful  pursuits.  From  his 
knowledge  of  my  readiness  to  receive  men  of  merit,  Mr  Mcol 
of  Pail-Mall  addressed  the  following  letter  to  me,  in  &vour 
of  Mr  Macwilliam,  whose  object  was  to  bring  forward  a  dis- 
covery, by  which  the  dry  rot  in  timber  might  be  prevented. 

FkU.BfaU.  May  14w  1817. 

Sir, 
The  bearer,  Mr  Macwilliam,  is  very  anxious  for  an  intro- 
duction to  you.  The  readiness  of  access  that  you  always  afford 
to  men  of  scientific  pursuits,  emboldens  me  to  give  him  this 
note.  I  have  inclosed  a  prospectus,  which  will  inform  you  of 
his  views  better  than  I  can  do.     I  am,  Sir,  respectfully  yours, 

Wm.  NiCOL. 

It  is  impossible  to  foresee  when  a  new  plan  has  once  been 
suggested,  to  what  extent  it  may  be  carried,  and  what  im- 
provements may  be  made  in  it.  What  astonishing  events 
have  resulted  from  improvements  in  the  steam  eng^e,  which 
could  never  have  been  contemplated,  or  even  guessed  at, 
when  that  discovery  was  first  submitted  to  public  considera- 
tion ! 


464  XIV.  MISCELLANEOUS  CORRESPONDENCE. 


10. — CHARLES  PHASER  FRIZELL,    ESQ.  OF  HARCOURT  STRXET, 

DUBLIN. 

One  of  the  most  extraordinary  characters  I  ever  met  with 
was  Mr  Eraser  Frizell,  an  Irish  barrister.  He  was  much  de- 
voted to  inquiries  regarding  education,  the  state  of  the  poor, 
and  other  useful  objects ;  and  came  to  London  on  purpose  to 
procure  such  information  as  the  metropolis  could  furnish,  re- 
garding them.  He  happened  to  call  with  a  letter  of  introdne- 
tion  to  me,  just  when  I  was  going  to  sit  down  to  an  early 
dinner,  preparatory  to  a  long  debate  in  the  House  of  C-om- 
mons,  and  he  readily  agreed  to  take  a  share  of  it.  His  con- 
versation was  so  lively  and  pleasant,  that  I  felt  no  wish  to  ex- 
cliange  it  for  a  dull  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Among 
other  things,  he  said,  ^^  We  Irish  meet  with' more  singular 
adventures  tlian  any  other  race  of  men,  and  in  proof  of  the 
assertion,  I  will  tell  you  a  story  which  I  think  urill  amuse  yoo." 
In  the  course  of  our  future  correspondence,  as  will  appear 
from  the  subjoined  letters,  I  earnestly  requested  him  to  send 
me  the  story  himself,  or  to  procure  it  from  Father  O'Leary: 
but  being  unsuccessful  in  those  applications,  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  make  it  out  the  best  way  I  can,  from  a  distant  recol- 
lection. 

Tlie  History  of  Darby  (/ Sullivan. 

Father  0*Leary  and  Captain  M*Carty  were  walking  toge- 
ther through  the  streets  of  St  Omers,  when  they  came  to  a 
house,  at  the  door  of  which  a  man  was  bawling,  in  the  French 
language,  ^^  Walk  in.  Gentlemen,  and  see  the  greatest  curio- 
sity ever  heard  of,  a  Russian  bear  who  can  speak,  and  dance, 
and  sing,  and  in  every  respect  is  as  intelligent  as  a  human  be- 
ing." Father  O'Leary  wished  to  walk  on,  but  Captun 
M^Carty  insisted  on  their  going  in  to  see  so  great  a  curiosity. 
Upon  their  entering  the  apartment  where  the  exhibition  ins 
to  be  seen,  they  saw  at  the  bottom  of  a  long  room,  a  great 
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ca^,  ill  wliich  a  huge  bear  was  repusuifr.  Upon  their  ap- 
proucbiiig  the  cagt',  the  keeper,  with  a  long  stick,  began  to 
beat  the  animal,  in  order  to  rouse  liim.  Upon  his  getting  up 
lie  commenced  speaking  some  gibberish,  which  die  two  visitoni 
immediately  knew  to  be  Irish.  The  keeper  then  suid  in  French, 
Come,  Mr  Bear,  give  these  gentlemen  a  song;  and,  to  their 
utter  astonishment,  he  sung  an  lri»h  ditty.  Father  O'Leary 
immediately  said  in  Irish,  How  come  you  to  speak  tlic  Irish 
langut^e  ?  The  astonbhment  of  tlie  beiir,  at  hearing  himself 
addressed  in  his  native  tongue,  may  easily  be  conceived.  He 
said,  *'  Gentlemen,  my  name  is  Darby  O'SuUivan.  I  was 
born  in  the  county  of  Kerry.  When  men  were  raised  for 
the  navy,  1  became  a  voltmtcer,  and  was  put  on  board  n  shi|) 
of  war.  We  s^ed  to  the  coast  of  Annoric,  (Brittany),  and 
a  boat  was  sent  ashore  to  procure  some  water  and  provisions. 
The  people,  where  we  landed,  spoke  a  kind  of  Irish,  and  1 
thought  I  would  be  better  off  among  tliem  than  on  board  a 
ship,  where  we  were  not  very  kindly  treated.  I  ran  there- 
fore into  the  country,  and  came  to  a  little  town,  where  they 
were  very  kind  to  me.  I  found  the  cider  better  than  the  cider 
of  Kerry,  and  took  my  fill  of  it.  I  then  walked  into  the 
country,  and  I  lay  down  to  sleep,  and  when  I  awoke,  I  found 
myself  transformed  into  a  bear." 

The  keeper  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with  what  was  going  for- 
ward, and  said  to  the  company  who  had  assembled,  "  Gentle- 
men, you  must  now  be  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  what  I  assert- 
ed. Thi^  bear,  in  many  respect^  resembles  a  human  being; 
but  he  is  tired,^we  must  leave  him  to  his  rei)ose." .  Up- 
on which  Captain  M'Carty  drew  his  sword,  and  seizing  the 
man  by  the  collar,  he  said,  "  You  have  been  playing  some 
tricks  with  a  countryman  of  mine,  which  shall  not  go  unpu- 
nished. Instantly  open  the  door  of  the  cage  to  let  him  out, 
otherwise  this  sword  will  be  buried  in  your  body."  The 
keeper,  much  terrified,  admitted  that  itvT>s  a  man  in  a  bear's 
skin,  and  gave  the  following  account  of  tlie  circumstance : 
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*^  My  partner  and  I  were  exhibiting,  in  a  town  in  France, 
a  real  Russian  bear,  when  he  unfortunately  became  sidE,  and 
died.  We  had  the  skin  taken  off,  and  buried  the  body;  and 
then  resolved  to  take  a  walk  into  the  country,  to  cooBMieT 
what  we  could  do  to  remedy  our  misfortune.  A  short  wiy 
from  the  town,  we  observed  a  man,  lying  in  a  ditch,  quile 
drunk.  It  accidentally  occurred  to  us,  that  it  would  be  poi- 
sible  to  sew  the  bear's  skin  over  the  man,  in  the  state  in  whidi 
he  then  was,  and  to  persuade  him,  when  he  became  sober, 
that  he  had  been  converted  into  a  bear,  as  a  punishment  fa 
his  drunkenness.  We  set  about  it  without  a  numient's  de- 
lay ;  and  by  means  of  blows,  and  shewing  him  his  figure  in 
a  glass,  we  convinced  him  that  the  transformation  had  a^ 
tually  taken  place.  The  man  believes  himself  to  be  a  be«. 
He  is  perfectly  reconciled  to  his  &te ;  and  to  make  him  i^ab 
a  man,  would  do  him  no  goodj  and  wotdd  ruin  us.** 

Captain  M^Carty  immediately  replied,  ^*  This  must  not  be 
suffered.  I  will  not  permit  a  countryman  of  mine  to  be  treat- 
ed so  inhumanly."  Scissars  were  immediately  procured,  tk 
bear's  skin  was  taken  off,  and  out  came  a  grc^at  naked  Iridn 
man,  who  was  much  delighted  with  being  restored  to  mas- 
hood.  Clothes  were  immediately  procured  for  him,  and  sodk 
money  collected  for  his  immediate  subsistence  ;  but  as  be  had 
no  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood,  he  resolved  to  inlist  in  Cap 
tain  M'Carty's  regiment.  It  is  said,  that  in  the  course  of  tk 
French  Revolution,  he  embraced  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  al- 
timately  rose  to  a  situation  of  some  importance  in  the  arw 
of  the  Republic. 


Such  is  the  best  account  I  can  give  of  this  curious  drcma- 
stance,  after  the  lapse  of  thirty  years.  It  is  a  pity  that  Fa- 
ther O'Leary  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  narrate  it  himseli 
as,  in  his  hands,  it  would  have  been  stiU  more  interesting. 

The  following  letters  from  IVIr  Fraser  FrizeU  proved  ^ 
warmth  of  his  heart,  and  his  zeal  for  useful  inquiries. 
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My  Dear  Sir  John, 
I  am  just  arrived.  I  have  had  a  dreadful  fit  of  the  gout, 
which  deprived  me  of  the  use  of  my  hands;  aud  without 
tlumj  even  an  Iridi  bear  could  not  write.  But,  believe  me, 
my  heart  feels  all  your  kindness.  I  do  not  think  I  am  a  ras- 
cal, therefore  imagine  I  am  not,  nor  shall  be,  ungratefvL 
I  have  a  derk  copying  the  papers  at  present,  and  will  send 
them  tnclosed  in  a  Secretary  of  State's  frank  to  you  or  Mr 
Martin.  As  to  the  story  of  Darby  O'SulUvan,  you  shall  have 
it  as  well  as  I  can  give  it  I  was  thirteen  days  travelling  from 
London  here,  and  had  like  to  have  expired  several  times 
with  the  gout  in  my  stomach,  and,  as  you  may  perceive,  can 
scarcely  write.  This  will  plead  my  excuse,  for  this  inoAe- 
rent  epistle.  The  state  of  this  country  is  truly  dreadful ;  nor 
have  I  been  able,  as  yet,  to  give  sufficient  consideration  to  it, 
lo  inform  you  accurately  as  to  its  real  state  ;  and  would  not 
offer  you  any  other  informalioii.  But  I  still,  and  I  believe 
ever  shall,  think,  that  different  measures  would  most  proba- 
bly bring  about  a  happy  settlement  I  shall  have  the  plea- 
sure, in  a  few  days,  to  write  to  you.  Here,  and  every  where 
else,  you  may  ever  command  me.  Mrs  F.  Friseell  and  fiunily 
return  you  many  thanks  for  your  kind  compliments.  And 
believe  me  to  be,  yevr  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

C.  Eraser  Frizell. 

Hucovrt  Strati,  Dyblia» 
iM  April  179a 

My  Dear  Sib  John, 
I  send  you  the  papers  you  were  so  good  as  to  lend  me  to 
get  copied,  which  1  have  done.  They  will  be  of  the  great- 
est use  to  the  publication,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy  It  is 
edited  by  a  most  particular  and  excellent  friend  of  mine,  the 
Rev.  Dr  Joseph  Stopfer,  a  fellow  of  Dublin  CoUege,  and 
has  been  a  fellow-labourer  of  mine  a  long  time.  You  may 
perceive  what  a  distinguished  rank  you  bear  in  this  publica- 
tion, which  you  must  ever  do  in  every  publication  which  ro- 
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luchof 


lates  to  the  real  happiness  of  tnanldncl,  and  yet  you  complain 
of  the  small  good  you  have  done  at  your  age.  Prav  which  of 
our  generals  or  statesmen  has  done  as  much  ?  I  viah  I 
with  any  prospect  of  my  prayer  succeeding,  desire,  a 
Langara  did  to  Lord  Hood,  "  I'iva  mllTanno."  I  would  ral 
have  my  name  ranked  with  a  Howard,  a  Hanway,  a  Ruther- 
ford, and,  1  nitist  add,  a  Sinclair,  than  with  a  Buonapartr. 
a  Pitt,  or  even  a  Gibbon.  Do  not  think  I  flatter.  I  have 
nothing  to  desire  of  Sir  John  Sinclair,  except  what  I  fiattff 
myself  I  possess,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  wit,  his  friendsluji. 
The  state  of  this  country  is  truly  dreadfid.  Se^'eral  thou- 
sand pikes,  tlie  iron  work  of  which  are,  in  general,  three  frd 
long.  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  was  last  niglit  Liken  prisoner. 
He  wounded  desperately  two  of  tlie  gentlemen  who  went  to 
arrest  him,  and  was  wounded  himself  in  the  arm.  The  wbdt 
county  and  city  of  Dublin  are,  by  proclamation,  declared  ant 
of  the  King's  peace ;  and  though  I  have  no  doubt  that  that 
measures  might,  in  a  great  degree,  have  been  rendered  m- 
necessary,  by  proper  conduct,  about  two  years  since,  1  id 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  now  the  measnres  taken  are  ab- 
solutely requisite.  Might  1  beg  it  as  a  fevour,  that  anv  nev 
or  interesting  papers  on  the  subject  of  agriculture,  or  tfce 
bettering  the  situation  of  the  lower  orders,  which  yoa  wKf 
get,  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  to  mc.  I 
will,  as  soon  as  my  health  permits,  which  has  been  very  inffl- 
ferent,  send  to  Mr  Martin,  for  your  use,  every  thing  I  « 
collect  here  on  these  subjects.  Believe  lam,  my  Dear  St 
John,  your  most  sincere  and  obliged  servant, 

C.  Fraseb  Fsizsu. 

Hucoun  Street,  Dublin, 
20th  May  I7BS. 

I  will  write  to  Father  O'Leary  to  send  you,  in  writing,  d 
story  of  Darby  O'SuHivan,  which  must  come  better  fi 
pen,  who  was  one  of  the  arlorcs  fabtdte,  than  mine,  who  o 
had  it  from  him. 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart. 
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II. — COMMUNICATION  FBOM  MR  ADAM   FLOWER, 
With  ■  nngular  Agricultunl  Ane<dote. 

At  an  early  period  after  my  appotntment  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  I  received  a  letter  from 
a  Mr  Adam  Flower,  requesting  to  see  me  regarding  an  agri- 
culturul  discovery  of  die  greatest  importance ;  and  an  hour 
was  immediately  fixed  for  seeing  him.  When  he  arrived,  lie 
began  with  stating,  that  draining,  he  understood,  was  one  of 
the  greatest  improvementB  in  agriculture ;  that  from  his  si- 
ruiition,  as  one  of  the  keepers  of  the  warehouses  of  the  East 
India  Company  fur  china-ware,  he  had  discovered  a  mode  of 
draining  superior  to  any  other  ;  that  his  plan  for  that  purpose 
was,  to  employ  all  the  broken  ehiua-^varf  in  the  warehouse, 
which  being  a  hard  material  would  never  decay,  and,  conse- 
quently, would  answer  the  purpose  better  than  any  other  arti- 
cle. 

It  was  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  I  found  it  poedble  to 
retain  my  gravity  at  such  a  proposal ;  but  fortunately,  Mr 
Flower  was  soon  convinced,  that  all  tlie  broken  ware  that  had 
ever  belonged  to  the  India  Company,  would  go  but  a  short 
way  in  draining  a  whole  kingdom,  and  would  hardly  be  suffi- 
cient for  a  single  farm,  or  even  a  large  field.  He  was,  how- 
ever, so  much  pleased  with  the  reception  he  had  met  with, 
that  he  sent  me,  next  day,  the  following  letter : 

Adam  Flower,  the  person  who  troubled  you  twice  with  a 
sample  of  broken  china  for  drains,  presents  his  respects  to  Sir 
John  Sinclair ;  and,    by  way  of  amends,  offers  him,  or  liis 
friend,  a  vote  for  tlie  county  of  Kent,  or  of  Middlesex. 
Monday  Morning.  83d  Mijr  1796. 
Ai  No.  SI.  While  Uann  Lane,  Wbile-Chopel. 

'ITiis  proves  the  advantage  ihat  may  be  derived  from  ireat- 
iug  all  persouB  with  civility  and  attention. 
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1*2. — SINGULAR  INSTANCE  OF  DEATHBED  REPENTANCE. 

I  had  conferred  several  fevours  on  an  officer  in  my  fo- 
ment of  Fencibles,  which  he  had  repaid  with  ing^titude.  I 
had  forgotten  every  circumstance  regarding  it,  when,  very 
unexpectedly,  I  received  the  following  letter  firom 


MoDtrCMc,  <Hh  Hay  10ia 

Sir, 

This  I  write  from  the  bed  of  death,  hiding  that  you  will 
commiserate  my  fate. 

By  sickness  and  age  I  have  lost  all  the  fa<nilties  both  of 
mind  and  body,  particularly  my  mind. 

Such  a  change  I  can  bear  with  fortitude ;  but  I  wish  to 
acknowledge  my  great  error,  in  writing  to  you  in  a  disrespect- 
ful manner,  and  also  to  many  gentlemen  high  in  office,  by 
which  I  lost  their  friendship.  Indeed,  on  looking  back,  it 
looks  like  a  sort  of  frenzy,  for  which  I  cannot  account ;  and 
I  am  ever  weeping  and  mourning  over  it,  with  regret  and 
contrition. 

As  I  am  fast  approaching  to  my  latter  end,  I  wish  to  be 
reconciled  to  all  men,  and  to  end  my  days  in  peace. 

From  these  imperfect  hints,  you  will  easily  see  what  I 
wish. 

Grant  my  humble  petition,  and  eternal  happiness  be  your 
reward.     I  am,  Sir,  your  penitent  humble  servant. 

N.  B.  Please  to  do  me  the  fevour  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  this. 

This  letter  was  received  in  London ;  and  no  time  was  lost 

in  sending  the  following  answer  : 

Sir, 
I  have  received  yours  of  the  6th  current,  informiiiir  me  d 
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the  State  of  your  health,  and  expressing  your  regret  at  your 
conduct  towards  me,  every  circumstance  regarding  which  has 
been  long  i^  buried  in  oblivion ;  and,  at  any  rate,  I  am 
always  ready  and  willing  to  forgive  injuries  of  a  much  more 
deadly  nature,  than  any  I  could  have  received  from  you. 

Hoping  that  you  will  terminate  your  earthly  career  with 
comfort,  (to  which  it  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to  contri- 
bute), as  well  as  with  repentance  ;  and  that  you  will  not  be 
disappointed  in  the  hopes  of  happiness  in  a  future  state,  which 
I  trust  you  have  still  grounds  to  entertain,  1  remain,  Sir, 
your  well-wisher  and  very  obedient  servant, 

John  Sinclair. 

London,  lOth  May  1810. 

Id. — JOHN  PINKERTON,  ESQ. 
The  celebrated  Antiquary,  respecting  the  Highland  Dreta. 

The  form  of  the  Highland  dress  had  long  been  a  subject 
much  disputed ;  some  contending  that  either  the  belted  plaid, 
or  the  philibeg,  (a  short  petticoat),  was  the  proper  national 
garb ;  whilst  others  maintained,  that  the  trews  or  trowsers  was 
the  proper  dress  of  the  natives  of  the  Highlands.  Aware 
that  Mr  Pinkerton,  so  much  distinguished  for  his  ability  as 
an  historian,  and  skill  in  antiquarian  researches,  would  pro- 
bably know  much  of  this  matter,  I  applied  to  him  upon  the 
subject,  and  received,  with  a  polite  note,  the  foUowing  im- 
portant information : 

Mr  Pinkerton,  with  his  best  respects,  incloses  such  no- 
tices on  the  Highland  dress  as  arise  to  him.  Perhaps  some 
things  in  the  former  letter  may  be  omitted ;  but  he  has  here 
added  some  new  circumstances. 

He  will  do  himself  the  honour  of  waiting  on  Sir  John  Sin- 
clair, on  Sunday  at  ten,  as  appointed,  when  he  can  explain 
any  point  that  may  require  it. 

Hampitcad,  15th  Apiil  1796. 
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Highland  Dress. 

Lord  Hailes,  Annals,  vol.  i.  p.  37,  thinks  tartan  may  be  » 
old  as  the  time  of  Malcolm  III,  as  Turgot  mentions  that 
clothes  of  different  colours,  fdiversis  coloribusjj  vrere  then  in- 
troduced. But  the  passage  implies,  that  the  Scots  had  before 
worn  only  black,  like  the  Norwegians,  or  clothes  undyed. 

Fordun,  vol.  i.  p.  44,  says  the  Highland  dress  was  very 
rude,  ^^  amictu  defarmis.**  He  alludes  not  to  the  modem 
dress,  resembling  that  used  in  his  time,  even  by  the  Knglish 
peasants,  but  to  the  skins  of  sheep,  &c.  in  which  they  were 
wildly  and  uncouthly  garbed. 

John  Major,  a.  d.  1521,  describing  the  dress  of  the  High- 
landers, mentions  that  they  wore  half-boots,  and  large  shirts 
stained  with  saffron,  (the  Irish  dress,  see  Spencer's  View  of 
Ireland) ;  their  only  other  article  being  a  chlcanys  or  plaid 
P.  34. 

Hector  Boece,  a.  d.  1527,  says,  f.  v.  18,  that  they  wore 
woollen  or  linen  stockings  reaching  to  the  knee ;  femth 
rtdioy  breeches  of  canvas  or  coarse  linen,  and  plaids  or  man- 
tles ;  for  the  Latin  of  these  writers  is  often  affected  and  in- 
distinct. 

In  1562,  the  Higliland  chief  is  clothed  in  the  Irish  &- 
shion,  a  mantle,  not  a  plaid ;  bracccB,  or  close  pantaloons  of  li- 
nen, &c.  while  the  Highland  woman  is  arrayed  in  sheep- 
skins. See  the  Prints  in  my  Scarce  Scottish  Poems,  re- 
printed, 3  vols. 

Buchanan  (1582)  is  the  first  who  mentions  the  present 
Highland  dress  and  tartan.  The  latter  certainly  j>assed  from 
Flanders,  with  other  imports,  to  Scotland.  The  name  may 
perhaps  be  Flemish,  or  from  the  French,  as  ier-teintj  dyed 
thrice,  or  of  three  colours ;  so  bis-cuit^  bread  twice  baked. 

Giraldus  Cambrensis,  a.  d.  1080,  gives  a  minute  descrip- 
tion of  the  Irish  dress,  and  specifies  the  braces,  or  pantaloons, 
as  universally  worn. 

Of  so  little  antiquity  is  the  Highland  dress,  that,  in  1715, 
the  Highlanders  from  remote  parts  only  wore  one  article,  a 
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long  loose  coat,  or  )iuloiuan,  laced  down  to  the  knees.     See 
Scarce  Scottish  Poems,  vol.  i.  p.  xli. 

The  pkilibey  b  of  French  and  English  extract,  and  seems 
unknown  in  the  Highlands  till  about  1550.  The  yeomen  of 
the  guard  preserve  the  fashion  that  gave  rise  to  it,  and  which 
appeared  in  France  and  England  about  a.  d.  1550;  but  pan- 
taloons or  breeches  were  always  worn  under  it. 

The  Roman  militury  habit  was  very  remote,  the  seeming 
philibeg  being  only  the  skirts  of  the  tunic,  worn  under  tlie 
armour,  and  the  Romans  wore  Jhnimdia,  or  close  linen  draw- 
ers under.  The  Saxon  and  English  peasants  for  a  long  time 
wore  only  a  tiadc,  girded  round  the  middle,  their  legs  and  feet 
ijuite  naked.  The  skirts  of  this  tunic  resemble  a  philibeg ; 
but  the  latter  is  the  ptlticoat  worn  by  Henry  VHI.,  and  men- 
tioned in  liis  wardrobe,  (see  Strutt),  and  which  in  France  and 
England  succeeded  the  indecent  cod-piece,  the  tightness  of 
the  pantaloons  rendering  a  further  disguise  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

Fortescue,  *'  On  the  Difference  between  an  Absolute  and 
Limited  Monarchy,"  written  about  1430,  describes  the  misery 
of  France.  He  says  the  peasants  wore  a  poor  coat  of  woollen 
under  their  amvaajhicb,  (like  a  waggoner's),  and  their  stock- 
ings only  reach  the  knee,  "  and  their  thiglis  bare."  This  is 
the  old  Saxon  hmir  above  mentioned,  the  skirts  of  which  were 
the  only  covering  for  the  tliiglis. 

But  the  philibeg  b  the  prttieoat  of  the  English,  t\icJHp<m  of 
Fnuicis  1.  of  France,  which  about  a.  d.  1500  succeeded  the 
cod-piece,  and  was  followed  by  the  haut  de  chausses,  or 
breeches. 

The  indecent  and  beggarly  appearance  of  the  philibeg  need 
not  be  pointed  out.  It  has  no  claim  to  antiquity,  as  alwve 
shewn,  wliile  tlie  bracc/e,  or  pantaloons,  are  known  to  all  anti- 
quit)',  and  gave  rise  to  the  name  of  GnUia  Braecata,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  the  Cisalpine  Gauls,  who  wore  tlie  flowing 
Italian  dress. 
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14. — HENRY  BROUGHAM,  ESQ.  M.  P. 

This  distiiiguished  lawyer  is  cexteaxdy  one  of  the  most  eiiii> 
nent  chaiacters  that  modern  times  has  produced,  and  he  ww 
always  ready,  not  only  to  produce  able  plans  of  his  own,  but 
to  assist  those  which  had  been  proposed  by  others.  I  had  sent 
him  a  pqper  on  education  for  his  remarks,  which  he  returned 
with  the  following  letter : 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  inclose  a  few  notes  upon  the  education  portion  <rf  your 
digest. 

I  have  not  returned  the  printed  sheets,  bein^  very  desirous 
of  keeping  them  for  my  own  use,  as  they  contain  much  valuabk 
matter,  and  many  references.  But  I  shall  send  them,  if  you 
have  any  objection  to  my  retaining  them.  You  may  rely  on 
their  never  getting  out  of  my  hands.  Believe  me,  most  truly, 
yours, 

H.  Brouoham. 

Hill  Strtet,  Berkdey  Square, 
Mot.  7.  1824 

I  was  much  gratified  with  this  friendly  mark  of  his  atten- 
tion, and  in  thanking  him  was  led  to  say,  ^'  That  a  few  hints 
from  a  person  of  observation  and  talent,  are  worth  much  more 
than  a  volume  from  a  mere  plodder ;  in  the  same  manner  as 
a  small  diamond,  is  intrinsically  more  valuable,  than  a  large 
lump  of  glass  or  crystal." 
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15. — LETTER  FROM  SIR  WILUAM  JONX8, 
RcftpcctiDg  the  FIm  Wool,  or  Soil  Hair  to  be  Ibmid  in  Aiia. 

Criihiuuiuigiir,  Oct.  IS.  1791  *. 

Sir, 

YoQ  may  rely  upon  my  best  endeavours  to  procure  infe^> 
mation  concerning  the  Asiatic  wool,  or  soft  hair,  and  the  ani- 
mals that  carry  it  I  had  the  pleasure  of  circulating  your 
very  interesting  tracts  at  Calcutta,  and  of  exhibiting  the  spe- 
cimens of  very  beautiful  wool  with  which  you  feroured  me. 
My  own  time,  however,  is  engaged  from  morning  to  night 
in  discharging  my  public  duties,  and  in  arranging  the  new 
digest  of  Indian  laws.  I  must,  therefore,  depend  chiefly  on 
others  in  procuring  the  information  you  are  desirous  of  ob- 
taining. Mr  Bebb  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  Colonel  Kyd, 
who  superintends  the  Company's  Garden,  have  promised  to 
assist  me.  The  wool  of  these  provinces  is  too  coarse  to  be  of 
use ;  but  that  of  Kerman  in  Persia,  which  you  know  by  the 
name  of  Carmaman  wool,  is  reckoned  exquisitely  fine,  and 
you  might,  I  suppose,  procure  the  sheep  from  Bombay.  The 
shawl  goats  would  live,  I  imagine,  and  breed,  in  England ; 
but  it  is  no  less  diflicult  to  procure  the  females  from  Cashmir, 
than  to  procure  mares  from  Arabia. 

The  attention  of  this  distinguished  character,  to  an  inquiry 
so  little  connected  with  his  usual  pursuits,  proves  his  ardent 
zeal  for  national  improvement 


16. — EDWARD  GIBBON,  ESQ.  THE  HISTORIAN. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  this  great  his- 


*  See  the  IJfe,  Writings  and  Correspondence  of  Sir  William  Jonet,  publish- 
ed b)'  Lord  Teignmouth,  an.  1S07,  toI.  ii.  p.  206. 
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torian,  both  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  ■ 
a  friend  of  Lord  Sheffield's,  where  we  occasionally  met 
still  distinctly  recollect  his  un^nly  figure,  seated  ou  the  up- 
per ministerial  benches,  where  he  regularly  attended,  from 
day  to  day,  to  give  a  steady,  but  silent  vote,  in  favour  of  tii^ 
frieiid.  Lord  North.  We  were  much  disappointed,  (hat  su 
able  a  writer  was  not  qualified  to  make  a.  figure  in  oratory. 
In  private  life,  no  man  could  be  more  intereatiitg^  or  amusit^. 
Having  drawn  up  a  work,  entitled,  "  TlimtfflUa  on  the  Sot- 
tish Dialect "  1  was  naturally  anxious  to  obtain  the  opinioD 
of  so  great  a  judge  of  language,  on  that  publication,  and  re- 
quested the  favour  of  his  company  to  dinner,  that  we  migfat 
talk  it  over.  I  was  disappointed  in  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
him,  from  Itis  having  gone  to  Brighthelmston.  The  note 
be  returned,  is  of  importance  only,  from  its  tK>nnexion  with 
the  name  of  so  distinguished  an  author. 

Mr  Gibbon  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr  Sinclair,  and 
is  very  sorry  that  a  previous  engagement  for  next  Monday 
deprives  him  of  the  honour  of  wiuting  on  Mr  Sinclair.  Tie 
observations,  which  Mr  Gibbon  has  returned,  appear  to  him, 
(hs  far  as  he  can  judge  from  a  detached  sheet),  very  accurate 
in  themselves ;  and  will  probably  be  useful  to  Scotch  writeis. 
At  present  Mr  Gibbon's  time  is,  indeed,  very  much  engrosBed 
by  different  avocations. 

BiigiiUielinuoD,  Saturday  Mnming,  1782. 


17.— THE  EARL  OF  KELLIE. 


I 


In  the  course  of  my  excursion  to  the  northern  countries  of 
Europe,  1  had  met  with  Thomas,  Earl  of  Kellic,  (who  bad 
not  then  succeeded  to  that  title),  and  his  Lady,  who  recol- 
lected having  seen  me  many  years  before  when  I  was  quite  a 
boy.  He  was  British  Consul  at  Gottenhurgb,  and  was  ex- 
tremely popular  ill  tliat  town  and  neighbourhood.      Wb 
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lie  became  Eut\  of  Kellie,  lie  settled  in  Fife,  and  he  tuok 
mucli  pleasure  in  promoting  the  improvement  of  that  county, 
of  whioli  he  was  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant.  As  he  fre- 
quently alluded  to  my  old  acquaintance  with  Lady  KeUic^  I 
requested  to  know  the  particulars,  which  he  communicated  in 
a  letter,  dated  Cambo  House,  1 1th  November  1824. 

"  Lady  Kellic  recollects  most  perfectly,  that  about  the 
year  1 759,  it  was  customary  for  the  Magistrates  of  Etiinburgh 
publicly  to  examine  the  reading  schools  there,  in  St  Mary's 
Chapel,  at  tlie  foot  of  Niddry's  Wynd.  Each  of  the  scholars 
repeated  a  portion  in  prose  or  poetry,  according  to  his  taste 
and  abilities.  The  present  Sir  John  Sinclair  was  then  very 
young,  (about  six  yeare  of  age),  and  acquitted  himself  un- 
commonly well.  The  theme  he  chose  was,  an  address  to  the 
Roman  Senate,  by  Adherbal,  Prince  of  Numidia,  after  his 
brotlicr's  death,  and  the  other  inisfortunes  which  be  had  ex- 
perienced. l"he  young  orator  stood  on  a  part  of  the  orchestra, 
a  little  raised  above  the  bearers.  He  commenced  with  great 
firmness,  "  Most  iUiutriinu  Senators"  &c. ;  one  hand  waving 
gracefully,  the  other  on  his  breast,  with  an  expression  of 
countenance  that  gave  great  sadsfaction.  There  was  a  pro- 
found silence  till  the  speech  wa»  concluded.  The  applause 
which  then  ensued  was  most  gratifying,  and  a  decided  opinion 
was  pronounced,  '  That  the  young  orator  would  in  time  be- 
cmne  a  great  man.'" 


Tliis  was  Lady  Kellie's  account  of  an  anecdote  which  she 
had  great  pleasure  in  recounting,  and  recollected  perfectly 
about  sixty-five  years  after  it  had  happened. 


16. — JOHN  HATSELL,  ESg.  CLERK  OF  T 
MONS. 


;  HOUSE  OF  COM- 


I  never  met  with  any  one  possessed  of  a  clearer  head,  or 
sounder  undergtaudlng,  than  Mr  Hatsell,  who  for  a  great 
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number  of  years  was  Clerk  of  the  House  of  C<miiiioiis,  and 
wbo,  on  all  questions  of  difficulty,,  was  enabled,  from  li» 
knowledge  of  the  forms  of  the  House,  and  great  experience 
in  P^liament,  to  scdve  any  doubt  that  might  have  arisen.    He 
displayed  a  great  deal  of  public  spirit,  and  disinterestednev 
in  a  very  tr]ring  sitnatiou.     If  a  general  bill  of  indosiire  had 
passed  the  House  of  Lords,  as  it  did  the  House  of  Commons, 
his  income  would  have  been  materially  diminished.    I  thought 
it  proper,  therefore,  to  mention  to  him,  that  if  tJbe  bill  passed, 
it  was  my  intention  that  he  should  be  indeouufied  for  the  Iob. 
But  this  he  positively  disclaimed,  stating,  that  if,  for  the 
public  advaatBge,  any  altemtion  was  made  in  the  mode  ef 
passing  bills,  he  did  not  see  any  right,  that  any  of  the  oflkers 
of  the  Houses  of  Lords  or  Conunons,  had  to  be  indemnified, 
for  any  loss  which  such  change  or  regulation  mig^t  oocasioih 
Mr  Hatsell,  as  appears  from  the  following  letter,  approred 
much  of  my  quitting  Parliament,  having  witnessed  so  many 
instances  of  persons  having  injured  their  health,  by  perseve- 
ring in  political  pursuits  longer  than  they  ought  to  have  done. 

Mordcn  Park,  Tuesday,  3d  I>ec  1811. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  »orry  that  I  can  give  you  no  more  sadsfieM^tory  answer 
to  your  questions,  respecting  the  rules  for  passing*  pMic  and 
private  bills,  than  what  are  to  be  collected  from  the  printed 
orders  of  the  House  of  Commons,  respecting  the  laiier ;  and 
with  regard  to  the  ^^^rm^,  from  attending  to  the  practice  of 
what  passes  in  the  House  on  that  subject ;  and  from  the  votes, 
which  are  printed  every  day ;  and  from  the  study  of  the  jour- 
nals. These  are  the  sources,  (the  only  ones),  from  whence 
any  knowledge  can  be  derived  on  these  subjects ;  and  I  should 
suppose,  that  you  (an  experienced  Member  of  FarliameBt,  and 
who  have  been  concerned  in  passing  so  many  public  acts), 
are  fully  competent  to  instruct  your  son  on  this  head.  I  ap- 
prove of  the  wisdom  of  any  man,  that  retires  from  the  fatirue 
and  business  of  the  House  of  Commons,  at  a  certain  period 
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of  life,  and  have  only  to  hope,  that  your  son  will  tread  in  his 
(atber's  steps.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Dear  Sir,  yours  very 

sincerely, 

J.  Hatsell. 


19. — MAJOR-GENERAL  DAVID  STEWART  OF  GARTH,  GOVERNOR 

OF  ST  LUCIA. 

There  never  was  a  braver  soldier,  nor  a  worthier  man, 
than  Major-General  Stewart  of  Garth ;  and  the  work  he  pub- 
lished, entitled,  ^^  Sketches  of  the  Character,  Manners,  and 
Present  State  of  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland,''  proves  that 
he  was  possessed  of  literary,  as  well  as  military  talents. 

As  he  had  commenced  very  considerable  improvements  on 
his  estates  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  his  friends  felt  an 
anxious  wish,  that  he  should  continue  to  benefit  his  native 
country  by  his  abilities  and  example.  It  was  with  great  re- 
gret therefore,  that  they  heard  of  his  being  appointed  Gover- 
nor of  St  Lucia;  but  they  hoped,  that  from  the  natural 
strength  of  his  constitution  *,  he  would  be  able  to  surmount 
the  dangers  of  a  West  India  climate.  They  were  sure,  at 
any  rate,  wherever  he  went,  that  he  would  make  every  exer- 
tion to  do  all  the  good  that  his  situation  admitted  of.  On 
the  11th  of  February  1830,  I  received  a  large  packet  from 
him,  with  very  satisfactory  information  of  his  proceedings  as 
Governor  of  St  Lucia ;  and,  on  the  whole,  rather  a  fiivour- 
able  account  of  his  health.  I  was  preparing  to  answer  so 
valuable  a  communication,  when,  on  the  15th  of  the  same 
month,  information  reached  Edinburgh  of  the  death  of  this 
excellent  man.  I  think  it  proper,  dierefore,  to  have  extracts 
of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  that  letter  published,  as  it  fiir- 


*  It  appears  that  be  trusted  too  much  to  the  natural  strength  of  his  coiiititi»- 
tion,  and  took  such  powerful  doses  of  medicine,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his 
physicians,  to  get  rid  of  a  fever  rapidly,  as  must  have  injured  it  materially,  and 
prevented  him  fitmi  being  able  to  withataod  a  second  attack.  He  died  on  the 
18th  December  1829. 
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nishes  the  best  eulogium  on  his  character  and  merits,  and  a» 
I  trust  that  it  may  induce  his  successor,  whoeTer  he  may  be, 
to  persevere  in  those  plans  for  the  advantage  of  that  yaluable 
colony,  which  he  had  commenced,  and  which,  with  his  ardour, 
ability  and  perseverance,  he  would,  had  he  been  spared,  most 
probably  have  completed. 

As  the  letter  is  rather  longer  than  is  usual  in  this  coUectioD, 
I  propose  inserting  it  in  the  Appendix,  where  it  will  be  print- 
ed more  closely,  and  in  a  smaller  type ;  but  the  interesting  in- 
formation it  contains,  regarding  the  state  of  our  W^est  Indian 
Islands,  cannot  be  too  generally  known  by  those  who  are  ma- 
terially concerned  in  the  prosperity  of  those  valuable  posses- 
sions. 


20. — SIR  GEORGE  O.  PAUL,  BART. 

I  do  not  know  any  individual,  who  gave  me  a  better  idea 
of  a  respectable  English  coimtry  gentleman,  than  the  late  Sir 
George  O.  Paul.  He  was  an  active  magistrate,  attentive  to 
the  police  of  the  district  where  he  resided,  and  anxious,  by 
every  means  in  his  power,  to  promote  its  prosperity.  In  a 
communication  to  me,  dated  Queen  Street,  Mayfair,  June  24. 
1794,  he  gives  the  following  description  of  his  pursuits : 

Mt  Dear  Sir, 

When  I  had  last  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  engaged  to 
distribute  Mr  Turner's  account  of  Gloucestershire  through 
the  coimty. 

I  have  since  read  the  account  Without  making  any  com- 
ment on  the  agricultural  parts,  which  I  do  not  nnderstand^  I 
observe  his  statements  relative  to  the  manu&cturers  are  mis- 
taken and  unguarded.  The  principle  of  his  general  observa- 
tions relative  to  the  poor  are  so  diametrically  opposite  to 
every  thing  I  have  ever  said  or  done  in  my  life,  that  I  cannot 
so  far  appear  to  countenance  them,  as  to  be  the  means  of  their 
circulation. 
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/  enter  no  farther  into  public  matters^  than  as  an  employment 
of  my  time  J  which  I  am  free  to  pursue  or  to  decline^  as  inclina^ 
Hon  leads  me.  To  be  amusing  to  me,  it  is  necessary  that  every 
purpose  I  engage  tn,  should  be  consonant  to  certain  general  opi- 
nions  which  my  mind  has  adopted  as  first  principles.  With  that 
gratification^  which  arises  from  promoting  my  own  sentiments^  I 
€tm  perfectly  satisfied.  It  is  my  wish  to  avoid  controversy^  and 
dispute  with  otJier  persons^  who  are  perhaps  equally  anxious^  and 
equally  acting  on  conviction.     I  am,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

G.  O.  Paul. 


21. — JOHN  WILKINSON,  ESQ.  OF  BRADLEY,  NEAR 

WOLVERHAMPTON. 

I  had  much  intercourse  with  Mr  Wilkinson  regarding  his 
iron  manufieu^ture,  which  he  carried  on  to  a  great  extent,  and 
also  regarding  his  improvements  in  mossy  lands,  which  were 
of  a  superior  description.  I  went  to  his  estate  at  Castlehead, 
in  Lancashire,  on  purpose  to  examine  them ;  and  drew  up  an 
account  of  them,  of  which,  from  the  following  letter,  dated 
Bradley,  25  th  of  April  1805,  he  seems  highly  to  have  ap- 
proved : 

"  I  am  fevoured  with  your  letter  of  the  22d,  and  your  re- 
port on  my  moss  ground  at  Castlehead.  It  is  perfectly  cor- 
rect ;  and  I  have  not  any  alterations  or  additions  to  suggest, 
as  I  do  not  know  any  point  you  have  omitted.  It  will  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  find,  that  your  publication  of  it  infuses 
a  spirit  for  the  improvement  of  mess  land  into  any  of  our 
great  landed  proprietors." 

Wlien  I  visited  Mr  Wilkinson,  at  Bradley,  in  1805,  he 
complained  to  me  that  he  could  hardly  carry  on  his  business 
for  want  of  small  coin,  the  issue  of  silver  tokens  having  re- 
cently been  prohibited  by  act  of  Parliament,  and  silver  coin 

VOL.  I.  2  H 
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being  very  scarce.  I  immediately  undertook  to  point  outa  mode 
of  supplying  the  want.  For  this  purpose,  I  recommended 
Mr  Wilkinson  to  issue  ^<  iron  tokensj"  promising  to  deliver 
a  certain  quantity  of  iron,  according  to  the  muns  required. 
In  a  letter,  dated  2dth  April  1805,  he  state%  «<  IwiU  catm- 
fy  put  yaw  hint  into  practice^  respecting  the  iron  tokemg^**  And 
in  a  subsequent  letter,  in  September  1806,  he  sa]^  ^  The 
tokens  for  iron  of  ds.,  78.  6d.  and  lOs*  answer  erery  pn^ 
pose  of  stiver,  and  are  u  very  great  amvenimoe  at  Bradky*  I 
have  had  a  thousand  of  each  of  them  struck  off,  which  aie  all 
in  circulation.''  The  total  amount  of  this  new  species  of  cii> 
rency  came  to  £.  1125 ;  and  if  a  scarcity  of  small  coin  weie 
again  to  take  plaee,  such  tokens  would  be  a  great  aecommoda- 
tion  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  more  especially  in  the 
manufiicturing  districts.  Such  a  plan  would  be  infinitely  su- 
perior to  the  tfw^  system^  or  that  of  paying  wagea  in  goods, 
by  which  the  unfortunate  receiver  is  liabk  to  be  aerioualy  ioh 
posed  upon.  Indeed,  the  same  plan  might  be  improved  up«iH 
so  as  to  answer  as  a  substitute  for  small  notes,  the  want  «f 
which  is  severely  felt  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Instead 
of  iron,  the  obligation  m%h)  be,  to  deliver  to  the  bearer,  t 
certain  quantity  of  grain,  or  clotk^  or  any  other  arti<de  ^  knowD 
value  in  the  neighbourhood. 


22. — JEREMY  BENTHAN,  ESQ. 

in  the  department  of  law,  the  literary  labours  of  Jeremy 
Bentham,  have  been  more  celebrated,  than  those  of  perhaps 
any  modem  faiwyer.  I  respected  hb  abilities  much,  but  wa» 
always  apprehensive  that  his  ideas  were  too  speculative  to  be 
practically  useful.  We  did  not  require  a  new  systeni  of  laws, 
but  corrections  of  die  old  ones ;  and  the  alterations  not  to  be 
rashly  made,  but  gradually,  and  with  due  regard  to  the  feel- 
ings and  prejudices  of  the  people. 
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The  subjoined  letter  relates  to  on  application  from  me  to 
Mr  Beittliam,  Uiat  lie  would  undertake  to  prepare  a  paper  on 
the  poor  tawH,  a  subject  which  seems  to  baffle  every  attempt 
tliat  has  liithcrto  been  made,  to  phice  them  on  an  advantageous 
footing,  so  as  to  relieve  Uie  unfortunate,  without  oppreBsiiig 
the  industrious.  The  only  means  of  preventing  poverty  is  to 
Aimish  employment,  ami  that  can  only  be  secured  by  high 
prices,  and  abundant  rarcolalion. 

QuMH-*  Square  Flaw.  13.  Jalf  I7VT. 

Deab  Sir, 

Your  comnuinda  in  relatioD  to  the  poor  will  bo  fulfilled :  to 
Kpcak  ihf  truth,  tliey  have  beeu  anticipated.  I  liave  been 
thinluug  of  nothing  else  but  poverty  for  these  seven  or  eight 
montlis.  Pimper  mm — paiqierbttis  ntkii  a  nm  aiiitwm  f/ata. 
'ilutt  which  for  indacemeiit  was  not  necessary,  may,  in  the 
way  of  encouragement,  be  tischd :  and,  in  the  way  of  encou- 
ngemeut,  what  can  be  more  stimulative,  than  flattery  from 
Sir  John  Sinclair  ? 

My  laboucs,  taking  them  altt^ther,  inll,  I  doubt,  be  t«s 
vi^uminouB  to  look  for  the  honour  of  a  complete  admission 
into  the  J-'atti  of  the  Board ;  but  extracts  can  be  made,  a<hipl- 
ed  to  the  questions  by  which  your  commands  to  me  on  that 
subject  are  oonveyed.  Believe  me  ever,  with  all  respect, 
Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jeremt  Bentham. 

Sir  Jolm  Sinclair,  &c. 


23.- 


t  WILUAM  CLLLEN. 


This  celebrated  physician  was  the  medical  friend  of  the  h.- 
mily,  when  we  resided  in  Edinburgh ;  and  it  will  appear, 
from  tiie  subjmned  letter,  ou  what  cordial  terms  we  corre- 
sponded. 1  had  applied  to  him  for  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion, in  fovour  of  a  student  of  medicine  who  had  attended  hu 
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class,  and  he  ass^ns  very  satisfiMstory  reasons  for  declining  to 
comply  with  my  request,  with  the  nature  or  existence  of 
which  objections,  I  had  not  been  previously  acquainted. 

My  Dear  Sir, 
There  is  nothing  I  am  more  desirous  of  than  of  any  4fp- 
portunity  of  showing  my  respect  and  regard  for  you,  and  I 
am  extremely  sorry,  that  upon  the  present  occasion,  I  cannot 
gratify  you  and  myself  in  the  manner  I  would  wish.     Tie 
particular  regard  I  owe  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  must  always 
prevent  me  from  recommending  any  body  to  his  protection, 
whom  I  cannot  from  my  own  knowledge  recommend.     This, 
however,  I  cannot  do  with  respect  to .     Al- 
though he  was  my  pupil,  he  never  took  any  pains  to  cultivate 
my  acquaintance ;  and  he  knows  very  well,  that  his  conduct 
in  the  study  of  physic  was  such  as  entirely  estranged  him 
from  me.    I  could  explain  this  to  you,  but  it  is  not  necessary, 
as  he  himself  must  recollect  even  his  neglect  of  me,  and  this 
I  hope  will  excuse  me  with  you  for  my  not  writing  to  Lord 
Warwick  as  you  desire.     Be  assured,  that  there  is  not  any 
body  will  ever  be  more  desirous  of  complying  with  your  re- 
quests than.  Dear  Sir  John,  your  most  respectful  and  most 
humble  servant, 

William  Cullen. 

Edinburgh,  9th  March  1789. 


!24. — DR  JAMES  GREGORY. 

There  was  no  modem  physician  more  justly  celebrated  for 
ability  in  lecturing  on  medical  subjects,  or  skill  in  practice, 
than  Dr  James  Gregory  of  Edinburgh.  We  had  correspond- 
ed on  a  most  important  subject,  that  of  establishing  uniform 
bills  of  mortality  in  all  the  parishes  of  Scotland.  As  soon  as 
the  plan  was  arranged  by  the  College  of  Physicians,  it  was 
sent  to  me,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  clergy.     I  regret  to  add, 
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that  without  legislative  authority,  I  found  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  get  the  measure  carried  through  to  any  extent,  and  it 
was  therefore  given  up.  The  truth  is,  that  with  so  many 
foreign  appendages,  the  internal  regulation  of  the  mother- 
country  cannot  be  properly  attended  to. 

EdiDburgh,  20th  Febnuury  1792. 

Sir, 
The  Royal  College  of  Physicians  have  directed  me,  their 
Secretary,  to  return  you  their  most  hearty  thanks  for  having 
so  kindly  taken  the  trouble,  to  transmit  to  the  clergy  of  Scot- 
land, the  plan  for  biUs  of  mortality  proposed  and  recommend 
ed  by  the  College.  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

J.  Gregory. 

25. MR  RICHARD  BOWES. 

It  is  well  known,  that  without  the  assistance  of  French 
burr  stones,  it  was  supposed,  that  we  would  not  grind  our 
wheat  in  perfection.  By  accident  I  learnt,  that  Wales  could 
probably  supply  this  material ;  and  I  prevailed  on  Mr  Richard 
Bowes,  an  intelligent  and  public^pirited  person,  to  under- 
take the  task  of  ascertaining  how  far  it  was  practicable  to  pro- 
cure at  home  so  essential  an  article. 

Mr  Bowes  unfortunately  died  soon  after  he  had  made  the 
discovery,  and  the  plan  was  given  up.  I  think  it  right,  how- 
ever, to  preserve,  and  to  publish  the  following  communication 
from  him,  as  it  may  induce  some  other  patriotic  and  active  in- 
dividual to  take  up  the  subject  with  equal  spirit,  and  with 
more  success. 

Conway,  North  Wales,  5ch  November  1796. 

Sir, 
After  an  absence  of  five  weeks,  I  had  your  obliging  letter 
from  Edinburgh ;  but,  from  an  increasing  demand  for  the  burr 
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stonef  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  reach  London  befiore  eariy  b 
December. 

In  regard  to  quantity,  I  have  little  doubt  bat  there  it  a 
sufficient  supply ;  for  this  reason,  that  in  tracings  a  chain  of 
several  miles  in  length,  through  the  body  of  a  moontainf  I 
have  not  been  any  where  disappointed  in  that  leveL 

It  is  equally  excellent  in  small  pieces  as  large,  and  of  the 
same  quality  in  the  quarry  as  detached  pieces ;  but  the  whole 
quarry  will  not  come  into  use.  All  my  experiments  were  to 
make. 

As  to  Liverpool  demand,  it  is  equally  strong,  and  hm 
become  a  matter  of  contest  who  shall  be  principal  Tendor, 
without  inquiring  what  may  be  the  price.  Dublin  is  equally 
anxious,  and  I  send  a  large  cargo  thither  withoat  delay.  You 
will  perceive.  Sir  John,  the  supply  cannot  be  very  narrow,  when 
I  speak  of  sending  cargoes;  and  I  have  settled  to  draw  £.10 
per  ton,  leaving  the  price  floating,  imtil  better  considered  on 
all  sides.  The  quality  has  been  submitted  to  your  inspection ; 
however,  the  best  proof  of  that  is  the  demand ;  and  no  doubt 
they  possess  the  true  properties  of  burr  stones. 

Mr  Lloyd  has  fevoured  me  with  a  visit  here,  and  highly 
approves  of  it.  Would  liave  had  a  pair  working  before  now; 
but  from  the  stupidity  of  hands  through  which  they  weie  to 
pass.  I  am  exceedingly  chagrined  about  it,  and  ahall  do 
every  thing  to  remedy  the  mistake. 

Mr  Sneyd,  Sir,  (to  whom  I  write  this  day),  has  acted  to- 
tally independent  of  personal  considemtions,  fiurther  than  as 
a  member  of  the  community,  wishing  to  promote  the  u9^hL 
Indeed,  no  words  I  am  ci^ble  to  express,  are  sufficient  to 
give  an  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has  behaved  to  me,  (a 
total  stranger),  upon  this  occasion ;  and,  from  doings  me  a 
kindness,  has  taken  such  a  general  interest  in  my  concerns, 
as  is  to  be  met  with  only  in  a  mind  fraught  with  social  love. 

On  the  subject  of  a  stone  company,  you  have  already  my 
full  and  decisive  opinion,  from  Honlowe,  Essex.     I  feel  now 
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exactly  as  at  that  time,  that  without  tlie  extinction  of  one 
shilling  capital,  it  would  employ  thoufimds. 

You  will  please  to  recollect  how  anxiously  I  offered  my 
services,  either  to  the  Board,  a  company,  or  yourself,  and  shall 
still  gladly  embrace  whatever  may  tend  to  such  an  undertak- 
ing.    To  return  to  the  burr. 

The  stone  appears  within  half  a  mile  of  a  shipping  place,*-<HUi 
situate  near  the  top  of  a  mountain,  from  whence,  with  little 
interruption,  it  rolls  down  to  the  plain, — ^from  thence  carted 
to  the  quay, — and,  with  all  the  expenses  of  a  new  imdertak«> 
ing,  I  find  it  still  will  pay  very  welL 

I  meant  to  have  had  a  certificate  from  Liverpool,  signed  1^ 
some  public  characters,  in  addition  to  the  millers.  The  money, 
at  this  moment,  from  the  Board,  would  be  useful.  I,  however, 
by  no  means  depend  upon  it,  yet  would  be  thankful  for  its 
use. 

Permit  me  fiurther  to  observe,  that  although  poor^  I  am  by 
no  means  nectstUoui^ 

Whatever  use  this  may  prove,  to  you.  Sir  John,  the  publip 
owe  it,  as,  of  all  others,  it  was  then  a  subject  upon  which  I 
was  least  conversant.  There  is  still  much  to  be  done  through 
the  kingdom,  particularly  in  the  north.  I  can  find  several 
who  will  join  and  subscribe  to  any  such  plan.  I  urge  it,  not 
from  selfish  motives,  unless  it  b  that  my  individual  labours 
may  be  generally  useful,  and  carry  comfort  to  the  fireside  of 
the  workman,  improving,  in  the  same  time,  my  own  fiurtuiie* 

Under  impressions  of  most  grateful  respect,  I  am,  Sir^ 
your  most  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Bowes. 


26. — SIR  EGBERT  PEEL,  BART.  M.  P. 

Tl»  select  and  aSectimwUch  I  felt  for  the  late  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  and  the  unity  of  sentinent  which  subsisted  between  us, 
^tk,i  s  jewwsti  J  wkfa  commerce  and  finance, 
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made  me  derive,  at  all  times,  the  lughest  pleasure  from  his 
correspondence ;  and  there  are  few  friends  whose  loss  I  m<Nre 
feelingly  lament.  Sir  Robert  was  a  real  patriot,  and  a  maa 
of  sound  judgment,  and  firm  integrity. 

The  following  letter  relates  to  a  plan  which  I  had  suggest- 
ed, for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  investigate  the 
currency  question,  which  has  never  yet  been  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed. A  hurried  inquiry,  through  the  medium  of  a  parlia- 
mentary conunittee,  is  more  likely  to  do  harm  than  good,  from 
the  defective  information  it  produces.  Why  should  not  a  re- 
gular report  be  drawn  up  on  tlie  subject  of  paper  circuhxHom, 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  First  Lord 
Liverpool  drew  up,  for  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's 
Government,  his  report  on  coin  ?  The  object  to  be  desired  is,  a 
full  and  profound  investigation,  by  which  all  the  doubts  and 
difficulties  in  which  the  question  is  at  present  involved  would 
be  removed ;  and  in  the  course  of  which,  several  particulars, 
which  have  not  hitherto  been  touched  upon  in  any  of  the  re- 
ports, would  be  explained  *. 

My  Deau  Siu  John, 
Your  esteemed  favour  of  the  8th  instant  was  delayed,  by 
its  being  sent  to  Market  Drayton.  I  very  much  fear,  you 
have  not  been  able  to  incline  our  Government  to  take  the 
same  view  of  our  currency  as  yourself.  My  reason  for  ad- 
dressing men  in  power,  arose  from  a  persuasion,  that  the  sub- 
ject had  not  been  duly  examined.  I  considered  our  distress, 
not  to  arise  from  over-trading  and  wild  speculation,  but  from 
a  want  of  confidence,  tjaierated  hy  tlie  existence  of  unsound  pa- 
per money.  To  found  any  proceeding  on  the  impression  made 
on  the  minds  of  the  cabinet,  might  plunge  the  country  into 
increased  embarrassment.  Tlie  effort  made  by  Scotland,  to 
adhere  to  a  tried  and  successful  currency,  does  you  much  cre- 
dit ;  and  if  any  attempt  could  be  made,  to  make  well  better. 


*   They  are  stated  in  p.  31 8|  of  this  work. 
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which  is  not  likely,  it  would  not  redound  to  the  credit  of  our 
rulers.  We  may,  by  communicatingour  sentiments,  have  some 
of  our  suggestions  adopted ;  but  I  fear  no  set  of  men  would  be 
conmiissioned,  to  adapt  a  circulating  medium  to  our  circum- 
stances. I  am.  Dear  Sir  John,  your  fiuthful  and  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

Robert  Peel. 

Drayton  Manor,  87tb  April  1826. 

The  approbation  which  Sir  Robert  bestows,  on  the  manly 
stand  made  by  the  Scotch,  in  defence  of  their  currency,  ought 
never  to  be  overlooked ;  for  on  its  preservation  depends  the 
prosperity  of  the  country. 


27. ON  THE  THAMES  TUNNEL. 

I  have  always  been  partial  to  new  experiments,  as  it  is  im- 
possible to  say,  to  what  extent  they  are  susceptible  of  im- 
provement I  therefore  gave  every  support  in  my  power  to 
the  completion  of  the  Tunnel  under  the  Thames,  for  which  I 
received  the  thanks  of  the  Directors ;  but  my  great  reason  for 
taking  an  interest  in  the  plan,  arose  out  of  the  following  cir- 
cumstances : 

Several  years  ago,  (as  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  men- 
tion, p.  433),  I  travelled  from  London  to  Paris,  in  company  with 
Messieurs  Mantgolfier^  Argand^  and  Reveillorij  three  of  the 
most  ingenious  men  on  the  Continent  Montgolfier  and  Re- 
veiUon  had  come  to  London,  to  give  evidence  in  a  law-suit 
regarding  Argand's  lamps.  I  was  very  glad  to  have  the  com- 
|)any  of  three  such  celebrated  men  in  my  journey  to  Paris,  in 
the  course  of  which  a  great  nimiber  of  important  subjects  were 
talked  over.  When  we  arrived  at  Dover,  we  naturally  dis- 
cussed the  various  modes  of  crossing  the  Channel  between  the 
two  kingdoms.  We  first  took  into  consideration  what  might 
be  said  for  or  against  crossing  in  the  common  packet,  steam 
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boats  not  being  then  invented.  We  next  diacussed  the  pes* 
sibiKty  of  haTiBg  a  bridge  of  boats  thrown  acroas  the  Channel 
Montgc^er  laid,  that  it  was  perfectly  practicable,  and  gbIch* 
lated  that  it  could  be  done,  with  vessels  made  of  oak,  for  alxNil 
L.2,000,000  Sterling;  but  the  impediments  it  "woidd  occarion 
to  navigation,  offered  an  unsurmountable  objection  to  the  {Jul 
We  then  discussed  the  practicability  of  crossing"  in  a  balloon, 
which  Montgolfier  said  might  be  done  occasionally,  but  never 
could  become  a  general  practice.  ReveiUon  then  exclaimed. 
What,  is  there  no  other  plan  we  can  think  of?  on  which  I  hap- 
pened to  remark,  <<  What  do  you  think  of  a  Tunnel  ?* 

We  were  all  much  amused  with  this  new  sugg^tion,  and 
discussed  its  practicability.  The  great  difficulty  evidently  iras 
the  conveying  of  fresh  air  through  a  space  of  such  extent 
Some  suggested  pipes,  with  apertures  at  different  distances. 
Others  proposed  carrying  to  the  interior  hags  filled  with  fresh 
air,  to  be  let  out  in  the  centre.  Some  thought  that  the  air 
might  be  so  condensed  as  to  have  an  inunense  quantity  in  a 
small  space.  On  the  whole,  the  plan  of  so  large  a  tunnel  as 
from  Dover  to  Calais,  was  negatived. 

Ever  since  this  discussion,  however,  I  have  always  been  par- 
tial to  all  attempts  favourable  to  the  tunnel  system,  and  most 
anxious,  in  particular,  for  the  success  of  the  Thames  Tunnel, 
which  now  requires  nothing  but  a  sufficiency  of  funds  to  carry 
it  through,  and  which,  I  hope,  by  perseverance  and  exertion, 
may  still  be  accomplished. 


CONCLUSION, 


I  shall  close  my  '<  Domestic  Correqxmdence^'  with  the  fol- 
lowing short  remark : 

Epistolary  collections  may  have  formerly  been  published, 
surpassing  this  volume  in  elegance  of  language,  and  other 
particulars  of  lesser  importance ;  but  for  variety  of  style,— 
diversity  of  information,— -and  the  number  of  distinguished  per- 
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sons  whose  contributions  it  contains,  this  collection  has  not  hi- 
therto been  surpassed,  and  will  not  probably  be  often  equal- 
led. 

I  shall  next  proceed  to  arrange  my  <<  Foreign  Correspond 
deruxy^  which  I  shall  endeavour  to  render  interesting  to  the 
English  reader,  by  descriptions  of  the  countries  I  have  visit- 
ed,— accounts  of  the  characters  of  those  with  whom  I  corre- 
sponded,— and  translations  of  the  various  communications 
they  transmitted  to  me. 


APPENDIX. 


APPENDIX. 


CONGRATULATtOHS  ON  SIR  JOHN  SINCLAIR  S  APFOIKTMBHT  TO 
BE  A  MEMBEIt  or  THE  PRIVY  COUNCIL,  EXPLANATORY  OF  THE 
FBRLINOS  or  THE  PUBLIC  UPON  THAT  OCCASION. 

1 Extraet  of  a  Lttler  from  Daviet  Gilbert,  Esq.  M.  P.  af^. 

wardi  President  of  the  Royal  Socitty,  dated  3d  Seplanber  1910. 
"  In  cooMquence  of  whal  has  appeared  in  the  papen,  I  write,  not 
rut  much  for  tbe  purpoae  of  congnttnUling  yourself,  ns  of  offering  my 
congraluIatiiHis  to  the  pubiic,  on  the  occasion  of  a  aignal  an<l  appro- 
priate honour  being  conferred  on  an  indiridnal,  vho  has  to  long.  «o 
diligently,  bo  mccecsfnlly,  and  ao  usefully  employed  himaelf  in  tlie 
promotion  of  science,  the  difTusion  of  knowledge,  and  the  service  of 
mankiiKl,  as  well  aa  of  hi«  own  particalar  country." 

S. — Extract  of  a  hiAteT from  G«orggDrmpstKr,Etq.t^  Dunnkhen, 
war  Forfar,  m  North  lirikUn.  dated  ISlh  Sijttembrr  1810. 
"  I  bare  received  youra,  with  the  iniereiling  particular*  of  your 
admission  ns  a  Priry  Conncillor.  It  is  one  of  iha  &irMt  feMhert 
royalty  hfig  to  bestow,  ttco^tn  the  Crown  nothing.  It  confers  on  the 
subject  pure  refined  honour,  unalloyed  with  any  metallic  dross.  On 
this  occasion,  it  in  a  pure  mirror,  and  reBectA  back  to  the  donor  b1- 
moet  every  r«y  that  has  laJlen  upon  it.  1  do  not  know  how  the 
plon^  will  bew  being  rained  from  its  clods  to  tlie  skies." 

3. — Extraet  of  a  Letter  from  H'ifJtam  Innts,  Etq.  of  SuwUidf, 
"  I  received  your  kiml  note  of  intirnation.  and  I  congratnlate  you 
on  hu  Majesty's  mark  of  favonr.  I  tliink  there  can  lie  but  little  doubt 
of  its  being  the  forentnaer  of  something  more." 

i—Eictraet  of  a  letter  from  Rdurt  Brown,  Etq.  of  Markle,  in 

Eatt  Lothian. 

"  Permit  me  to  offer  tny  coiigmtDlatioaa  on  harii^  taken  yoar 

seat  at  the  Council  Board,  and  to  express  my  eameat  wiahe*.  that  all 

his  Majesty 'n  conncillom  wi^re  wrinisted  with  the  like  deaire  to  pro- 
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mote  the  real  welfare  of  the  country,  as,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
has  constantly  regnlated  yoar  public  conduct.** 

5. — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev,  Mr  Mackay^  MinitUr  of 
Reay^  in  Caithness^  dated  Reay^  September  18.  1810. 
**  I  can  truly  say,  that  few  can  feel  more  joy  at  this  dignt6ed 
mark  of  royal  approbation  than  I  do.  You  will  hai^e  the  kindness 
to  forgive  the  freedom  of  indulging  myself  in  the  pleasure  of  congra- 
tulating you  on  the  present  occasion.  I  flatter  myself  that  this  step 
is  a  prelude  to  a  more  substantial  and  lasting  one." 

6. — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr  Adam  Smith. 
'*  I  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  your  late  acquisition  of  title ; 
and  hope  I  may  still  live  to  see  you  arrive  at  still  higher  honours.** 

l^-^ExtracTofa  Letter  from  William  Wilberfarce^  Esq.  M.P. 

dated  Battel,  October  2.  1810. 
"  It  gave  me  real  pleasure  to  hear  that  yon  were  made  a  Privy 
Councillor.    It  is  an  honour  which  you  have  earned  most  honoor- 
ablyy  by  services,  not  to  any  party,  but  to  your  country.*' 

8. — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Northutnberlemd^  dated 

Alnwick  Castle,  I9th  Sqftember  1810. 

**  Permit  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  yon  on  the 

additional  honour  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  confer  on  you,  by 

calling  you  to  a  seat  in  the  Privy  Council,  and  to  assure  you  of  the 

satisfiBU^tion  with  which  1  heard  of  that  event." 

9. — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Arthur  Young,  Eeq. 
*'  Your  elevation  to  a  seat  in  the  Privy  Council  must  be  highly 
gratifying  to  all  your  agricultural  friends ;  and  I  never  think  of  the 
number  and  extent  of  your  pursuits,  and  the  extraordinary  vigour 
with  which  you  push  them,  but  I  am  disposed  to  wish,  that  the 
greatest  offices  of  the  state  were  conducted  with  the  same  eneigy 
and  exertion." 

10. — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Humphry  Davy^  JBart,  dated 

September  9.  1810. 
**  I  congratulate  you  very  sincerely  on  your  being  elected  of  the 
Privy  Council.  It  would  be  a  glorious  circumstance  for  our  age,  if 
this  were  to  be  the  prelude  to  an  uniform  patronage  of  the  public 
objects  of  science  and  useful  art,  on  which  the  glory  and  prosperity 
of  the  country  must  ultimately  depend." 


MANnATlVC  OP  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES  WHICH  LED  TO  AN  INTER- 
VIEW BETWEEN  THE  EMFEROR  NAPOLEON,  AND  OKORGK  SIN- 
CLAIR, ESQL'IRC,  ELDEST  SON  OF  THE  RinMT  HONOVRABLE  SIR 
JOHN  SINCLAIR,  BART.  (tHEN  IN  THE  16tK  YEAR  OP  HIS  ACG)  ; 
TOGETHER   WITH    AN   ACCOUNT  OF  THE   PARTICULARS  WHICH 

TOOK  PLACB  AT  THAT  INTERVIEW.     October  180^. 


CiRCUusTAKCES  of  a  private,  bat  at^ent  nature,  induced  me  to 
ondertake  a  journey  from  (tollu  to  Lcipi-ic,  in  llie  be^niiiii^'  ut 
October  1606.  I  prevailed  apon  my  frieud  Mr  Kegel,  one  of  die 
clergymen  of  the  former  place,  to  accompany  me.  Our  passport 
being  signed  Ijy  the  Grnod  Dake  of  Siue-Weiniar,  wbo»e  ilivision 
of  tlie  troops  was  then  at  Gotha,  we  set  out,  notwithstanding  t lie  re- 
cent declaration  of  war  ;  and,  in  despite  of  some  difficulties,  which  it 
is  imnecesaary  to  specify,  passed  through  Erfiirt  and  Weimar,  and 
airived  at  Jena,  where,  at  tliat  time,  the  Prince  of  Hoheiilohe  had 
established  his  head-quarters.  All  the  horses,  in  that  neighbourhood 
bad  been  put  in  requisition  for  tbe  use  of  the  Army  ;  bnt,  after  some 
delay,  we  obtained,  as  a  great  favour,  a  pair,  which  conveyed  ns  as 
br  as  Schon  Gleioa,  an  esute  belonging  to  my  friend,  the  ifien  reii(n- 
ing  Duke  of  Saxe-Gotha.  Here  we  found  a  Suon  detachment 
qiuirtered,  and  were  disappointed  in  our  expectation  of  procuring 
horses  to  advance  ns  on  our  journey.  We  were,  however,  hospita- 
bly entertained  by  the  Duke's  steward,  and  passed  the  night  there. 

On  the  follovring  morning,  we  heard  a  cannonade  at  some  dis* 
tance ;  and  the  steward  rode  to  a  neighbouring  Tillage,  with  a  view 
of  ascert^ning  tbe  cause.  He  brought  us  word,  that  tJie  Prussians 
were  reported  to  have  received  a  check,  and  that  the  French  were 
expected  to  advance.  Our  anxiety  to  avoid  falling  into  tbeir  bauds 
induced  iw  to  adopt  the  deterrainatiou  of  proceeding  on  foot.  We 
therefore  left  our  carriage,  and  part  of  the  ba^a^e,  under  the  care  of 
the  steward,  and  liiretl  a  peasant,  who  nndertook  to  convey  t)ie  re- 
mainder of  it  on  a  wheelbarrow.  We  slept  that  night  at  a  village, 
and  proceeded  oejct  morning  with  a  similar  companion  and  convey- 

At  Kijstritz,  where  we  breakfasted,  we  were  strongly  urged  nut  to 
proceed,  as  the  French  were  rapidly  advancing  in  the  direction  which 
we  proposed  to  take.     Regardless,  however,  of  this  advice,  we  pro- 
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c«eded  on  llic  road  wliicli  led  to  Lcipaic;  but  had  noi  gone  veiy  hr, 
when,  upon  asreniling  aDemineuc^,  we  perceived,  M  no  great  dIstaitM, 
a  number  of  bBg§;Bge- waggons,  from  which  the  homes  had  been  on- 
haraesaed.  They  were  surrounded  by  itohiiers,  who  seemed  lo  be 
investigating  their  contents,  while  some  of  the  party  remained  oaa 
them  oD  horseback.  It  was  now  too  late  to  think  of  retreating,  it 
they  )iad  of  course  perceived  un,  and  could  have  overtaken  ns  la  ■ 
very  few  iniuutes.  We  tfaert^fore  advanced  boldly  tovrards  them, 
and  soon  found,  when  we  arrived  wiiliin  hearing,  that  ibcy  wen 
French  soldiers,  ae  we  distinctly  heard  a  nniober  of  their  ciiantctci* 
istic  oaths  and  other  expletives. 

One  of  them  (a  chasseur)  addressed  as  in  bi-okea  Gemua,  aul 
asked  for  our  passport,  which  wc  produced,  adding,  that,  as  we  wm 
on  neutral  territory,  we  hoped  he  would  permit  us  to  proceed  m  <m 
journey.  This  he  declared  to  be  impossible ;  and  desired  us  to  «M 
into  an  adjoining  field,  where  we  might  speak  to  the  cotnmmnding  ofi- 
cer :  he,  at  the  same  time,  direLted  one  of  his  comrades  to  escort  m, 
enjoining  him  strictly  to  protect  oor  baggage  from  spoliatian.  Th 
officer  received  us  rather  roughly ;  and  when  we  ^ai'l,  that  m  wh« 
anxious  to  teach  I.eipsic  on  acrounl  of  the  feir,  declared,  thai  ih» 
must  be  false,  and  that  he  thought  we  had  very  different  objeda  in 
view :  but  that,  at  all  events,  he  must  send  ns  to  Gera,  to  be  exaoiia- 
cd  by  the  Grand  Duke,  (meaning  Morat). 

Wc  accordingly  returned  to  the  high  road,  and  proceeded  alotih 
towards  Gcra.  The  whole  scene  was  to  me  cquBlly  novel  and  iMe- 
resting.  We  passed  along  the  tine  of  the  captured  baggage-waggOK 
which  the  French  were  busily  ocenpied  in  plunderiug  ;  some  oflfcfl* 
appropriated  to  lliemselvea  officers'  great  eoati ;  others,  sfiter  InridM 
away  their  old  boot*,  drew  on  a  pair  of  new  one».  A  iramber  of 
tlie  country  people  had  been  attracted  to  the  «pot  to  aee  trbu  ws 
going  on  i  and  were,  in  eorae  instances,  permitted  by  the  aoldJenW 
share  in  the  spoil.  I  hnard  one  of  them  aay,  (though  probably  m- 
deratood  on)y  by  myself,)  "  Allons,  mes  enfana,  prenea  tout  ee  qat 
vous  vottdreK  ;  laiaseK-nous  aeulement  I'argent  et  le  rin  *."  TV 
grcmnd  was  Rtrevved  with  papers  of  the  most  miscellaneotiB  kind :  let- 
ters, accounl-booka,  pamphlets,  &e.  were  lying  promiacnotnlyiB  ^ 
mud.  On  one  aide  of  the  road,  but  at  some  distance  from  it,  a  ms- 
her  of  troops  were  pictaresquely  drawn  up,  tome  of  vphoni  ttppeuKdn 
be  in  quest  of  bares,  or  any  other  game,  which  might  be  diacoveted  ■ 
the  fields.     We  also  met  a  great  number  of  soldiers  adraaciiir,  thout 


not  in  K  very  orderly  way,  from  Gem  ;  Mime  of  whom  )ifl<I  g<-i!se,  or 
oiher  poultry  in  their  hands,  for  whicb  it  wgs  more  tliiin  prohnlili- 
Uiey  hod  not  paid. 

We  very  *ooa  loonil.  that  tlie  kindnem  of  our  fri<-nd,  th«  rliait' 
■enr,  in  providing  iis  with  a  protector,  wa»  by  no  meaun  a  supi^rfln- 
OD8  procaution.  Many  of  the  soldiers  whom  we  met,  no  sooner  saw 
the  conntryman,  who  was  condnotin^  onr  bii)tga^  on  the  wheelbai^ 
TOW,  than  ihey  exclaiit>eil,  "  A  qui  ee^  coflrei  ?  qn'on  les  ouvre  lont 
anile  *."  On  these  occa«ion»,  oar  chaiwenr  inteqMMed  and  iwid. 
"  Non  non  !  cunarnde,  ce«  eofires  tont  a  inoi :  ibi  sont  dn  noins  sous 
BHk  pntertion  \ ."  TIiis  siuwer  g«uer»lly  elicited  soiue  indication  of 
discontent ;  such  as,  "  Panli !  camamde,  lu  es  fort  heurenx.  Je  pa- 
ne qu'il  y  des  ireeom  dedans  X"  A  very  nnlonnded  conjeciure,  and 
which  only  arose  from  t)ie  circomstance  of  their  not  being  given  up  to 
be  plnndered.  The  chaasenr  not  only  protected  our  property,  but 
■eemed  by  no  meanH  unwilling  that  w«  should  add  w  it ;  for  be  liej;- 
g<ed  that  we  would  help  aarBelves  to  any  articles  in  the  bacpaice- 
wa^onH,  whicii  mifflit  strike  oar  &ncy-  The  coantrymnn  took  liim 
at  his  word,  and  enriched  his  wheelbaimw  with  several  nrtides  of 
linen ;  but  1  ronleiited  myself  with  taking  a  brass  ballon  out  of  a 
small  box,  which  was  lying  on  the  ground,  and  which  I  long  preserv. 
»d  as  a  memorial  of  the  day's  adrentnre. 

Having  inlbnned  the  cbassear,  that  I  was  an  Englishman,  he  con- 
vened with  me  very  freely ;  and  I  perceived,  that  many  of  liji^  com- 
rades, w)io  had  at  first  passed  by  without  nccostioe  os,  when  they 
)>eard  from  him  that  I  was  an  Englisliman,  turned  back,  sainted  me 
conrteonsly,  and  seemed  pleased  at  being  ^le  to  talk  with  me : 
"  Ah!  Monsieor  est  Angloia,  a  ce  qne  j'apprens.  Pour  raoi,  j'airae 
les  Aoglois.  Aprv«  tont.  MoDsienr,  il  n'y  a  que  deux  nations;  la 
notre,  et  vous  auires  Anglois.  A  9a,  Mooueur,  ne  tronvez-vons  pas 
^u'il  but  que  le  Roi  de  Prusse  soil  bi«n  fou  pour  oser  nous  declarer 
la  gneire?  II  anroit  dn  #tre  bien  content  qae  I'Empereiir  lu  laissat 
r«^er  dans  son  Berlin.  Mais  n'iraporte :  C'est  tant  mieni  pmir 
nous.  Comhien  y  a-t-il  d'ici  a  Berlin,  Monsieur  ?  Croyer-moi.  Mon- 
sienr,  nous  y  serons  avant  qo'il  aoit  pea  §."    I  had  sometimes  half  a 
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■  To  whom  ibt  these  bota  belong  ?  I.et  tlnm  ba  fipai«l  inunedialcljr. 
f  No.  conivde  ;  Iboe  faoies  belong  to  ms,  ■  lean  Ibej  in  under  mj  pro- 

t  H>  i  eamraik,  yon  are  ■  ludir  felbw.     I  would  Isj  ■■;  «s^  the;  eon- 

f  You  arc  sn  Engliibmsii,  Sir,  from  wbsl  I  leuu.     I  like  tbc  Englnk 
After  all,  Sir,  (here  sie  but  two  nstion)  in  (be  votld  1  the  Frvncb  uiil  ruu 
■2  I  2 
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(tozen  of  these  petsonagen  ronvursing  with  me  at  once ;  and  « 
one  left  cne.  his  place  was  hooii  aopplied  by  another. 

In  aeveral  places,  a  board  had  been  pat  ap,  on  which  v 
ed,  in  French  nnil  Gennan. — "  FiirstI !  Keussiach  neutrales  ii 
rinin." — "  Pays  neutre,  appartenant  au  Prince  de  ReiuB  "."  Aod^ 
remember  two  or  thrw  I''rench  Boldiers,  who  had  for  M>Da«  ti 
staring  al  this  inecriptioD,  turned  round  to  me,  and  said,  "  Monstear, 
qn'ost  ce  qne  cela  vent  dire?  .le  u-oyois  que  nous  ^tions  en  AIIp- 
magne,  et  voila  qne  tout  d'un  coup  nous  nous  trouvons  en  Rn&sief." 
1  endeavoured  to  explain  to  my  querist,  that  he  was  not  in  tbt 
dominiona  of  the  Emperor  of  RusBia,  but  in  those  of  a  much  Ins 
powerful  potentate,  the  Prince  of  Reuss.  "  Le  Prince  de  Heun! 
Ma  foi,  c'est  la  premier  fois  que  j'entends  patler  de  re  Prince  Is.  Ah, 
ha  I  je  sais  ce  que  voub  roulez  dire,  Monsieur;  c'est  an  de  ces  petitt 
princillons,  qu'on  trouve  pHrtont  en  Allemagoe,  et  sur  lesqaels  I'Ea- 
pereur  d'Allemegne  n'a  aucun  poavoir  *  Pardi,  nona  n'avons  point 
de  tels  gens  cbez  nous.  L'Etnperenr  y  tnettroit  bientot  ordre,  Al- 
lez.  11  n'y  rien  de  tel  chez  vous  non  plus,  Monsieur ;  n'est  ce  pat? 
Ah,  je  le  crois  bien ;  vous  eles  trop  sages  pour  cela,  vaua  antres  Aa- 

1  liBve  thought  it  right  to  detail  theie  short  but  authentic  sped- 
mens  of  the  numerous  dialogues  in  which  I  bore  a  part  before  «• 
reached  Gera.  Most  of  the  soldiers,  who  conversed  with  me,  paid 
many  compliments  to  the  English,  and  seemed  to  draw  a,  ntaricd 
distinction  between  tbem  and  every  other  nation.  It  is  difficult  U 
say,  whether  their  enthusiastic  attachment  to  their  leader,  theii  cm- 
tempItiouB  detestation  of  the  PrusBians,  or  their  confidence  a«  to  lb 


English 


Duld  kt  him 


■t  jou  Ihink,  Sir,  thai  the  King  of  Prussia  must  haie  Imtbit 
0  Jcclnre  war  ?  He  might  hsve  bwn  satisfied  thM  the  £;iD|Mnr 
rvign  in  his  city  of  BErlin.  Bui  it  does  not  signify  t  ii  ■  iJP 
«.      How  far  is  it  from  this  to  Berlin  ?    IJ^pend  upon  il,  Sb 


Itae  better  for  us.      How  far  is  it  from  tl 
Ire  ihall  he  there  before  long. 

*  This  is  neuler  country,  belonging  to 

f  Sir,  What  ii  the  meaning  of  thai  ?  1 
all  ofa  sudden  we  find  ourselvca  in  Russ 

I  The  Prince  of  Eeuss  i  Fdlh,  that  is  the  flrst  time  I  ercr  bemrA  oftaA  » 
prince.  Ah,  ha  !  I  know  vhsl  you  Hould  be  at,  Tou  mean  onr  of  Am 
petty  princes  who  arc  lo  bo  met  «ilh  all  over  Germany,  «nd  over  vboa  tk 
Emperor  of  Germany  has  no  power.  Faith,  uw  have  no  5och  people.  IV 
nsay  lo  Ihcm.   ■'  Begone!"  There  are  no  nieb  peoples 


Emptior  would  ; 
your  country  either. 


Is  il  n. 


nn-|  doubt  it. 


You 


EnglUbiM 
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KucccHsrul  rL-snll  of  ilie  campaign,  were  moat  preJoiniiiiuit.  I  nns 
1i-il  tu  infer,  from  t)ie  general  tone  of  tlieir  Temarks,  that  t)ii-y  thuaglit 
it  would  1h!  Kit  easy  to  advance  to  Berlin,  aa  to  returo  lo  Paris. 

When  we  arrived  near  Gera,  otir  chaMCur  gave  each  of  us  a  tole- 
rably broad  hint,  that  be  expecte<l  iome  indemnity  for  havio^  ijait- 
teil  his  rorpR,  in  order  to  protect  ua  aod  our  baggnge.  He  seemed 
tolerably  satisfied  with  a  Frederick  it'ur,  which  was  given  tn  him  by 
cHi'h  of  ns  ;  and  when  we  parted,  1  added  some  silver,  which  I  be- 
lieve induced  bim  to  »ee  our  baggage  deposited  safely  at  the  princi- 
pal inu.  We  ourselves  were  coudncted  lo  the  house,  at  whirh  the 
(irand  Duke  of  Berg  had  hiit  head-qoartera ;  and  after  ascending  the 
staircase,  fount!  tiantelvea  in  B  kind  of  antichamber,  in  which  there 
were  a  nnmber  of  t'reiiiJi  oAicora  in  various  uiiifurmii.  Mr  Kegel 
was  firet  ushered  into  the  Grand  Duke's  apannient ;  and,  aa  soon  as 
he  quilted  it,  1  was  introduced. 

It  was  not  without  feelings  of  anxiety  that  I  found  myself  ui  the 
presence  of  this  distinguwhed  personage.  I  foand  bim  ataiiding  near 
a  table,  on  which  there  was  sprmd  a  very  large  map  of  Germany. 
•Sniall  wooden  \i«fp,  thrust  throufch  circular  pieces  of  cork,  (at  least 
no  tlicy  aeemed  to  me),  were  inserted  into  ilie  names  of  various 
places  on  the  map,  whilst  others  were  lying  loose  upon  ii  for  the 
Mune  piirpose.  1  should  be  very  ungrateful  if  I  ever  forgot  the  kind, 
frank,  and  prepossessiog  manner  in  which  his  Highness  received  ine. 
He  was  dressed  i[i  a  kind  of  red  velvet  habit,  bordered  with  gold  ; 
and  as  soon  as  I  contemplated  his  open  and  expressive  countenance, 
I  fell  relieved  from  all  embarrassment.  After  bowing  slightly,  he 
begged  that  I  would  advance,  and  told  me  I  had  nothing  to  fear  ; 
that  he  should  merely  put  some  questiont  to  ine,  which  he  requested 
I  would  answer  aH  correctly  as  possible.  These  interrogatoiies  so 
much  resembled  tliose  which  afterwards  were  put  by  Napoleon,  that 
it  would  be  superfluous  to  Mate  thena  in  detail :  but  I  recollect  that 
he  seemed  very  anxious  to  know  where  Marshal  Mtilleodorf  wan. 

Having  ascerlainetl  tite  very  few  particulars,  which  I  wb<i  enHbled 
lo  state,  in  regard  lo  tlic  numl>ers,  poaition,  and  rumonred  intentions 
uf  the  Prussian  army,  be  concluded  by  aaauring  me,  that  he  had  no 
donht  of  the  correctness  uf  what  1  had  stated  ;  that  be  believed  I  was 
the  person  whom  I  ha<l  represented  myself  to  be  ;  and  that  he  was 
therefore  the  more  sorry,  ihat  il  waa  out  of  his  power  to  supply  me 
with  passports  for  proc«eding  on  my  journey,  but  that  he  waa  will- 
ing to  dn  inc  the  only  service  he  could,  by  sending  me  to  Auuib,  to 
lie  examined  by  hii  Majexty  the  Emperor  and  King,  who,  he  had  no 
doiAit,  on  hearing  my  story,  would  do  me  that  favour,  which,  bad  it 


l)Hi'n  in  liis  owd  power,  he  woald  himself  moM  willingljr  hkre  giwtt- 

L-d. 

It  in  impowible  in  deBcribe  how  mach  I  felt  ssUmisbeU  mt  lliu  de- 
claraliuii,  and  liow  mudi  I  was  conraiiQiletl  by  the  nnexpecwd  pn>- 
spect  of  being  thns  brought  into  the  preseiice  of  the  greatest  nan  if 
the  age.  Before  1  had  recoveretl  myself,  the  Graiid  Uoke  bail  raai; 
the  bell,  and  giren  some  ordera  to  hit  aerrant ;  iu  coDB«c|aeDee  «l 
which,  an  officer  in  (I  think)  a  green  uniform  entered  the  rMWL 
"  Count,"  iaid  the  Grand  Unke,  **  this  is  a  yoang  Engliah  geatle- 
man,  who  has  been  stopped  at  the  adTBUred  pasta."  The  officer  in- 
mediHtely  addressed  me  in  English  ;  and,  after  patting;  two  or  three 
unimportant  qneatioiis,  tnmf.d  round  to  the  uraiid  Duke,  and  tsitl. 
"  Yes,  I  see  he  is  evidently  an  Englishman."  "  Well,  Count.''  ml 
IVtnrat,  "  as  yoa  are  going  to  Aamaat  any  rate,  yoii  will  be  ■ogoodv 
to  take  thin  gentleman  and  his  travelling  eumjianion  with  yaa  in  tk 
carriage,  and  cause  them  to  he  examined  by  his  Majeaiy  tlie  Empe- 
ror and  Kiiig :  lulling  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  thvy  hare  already 
been  examined  by  me,  and  that  nothing  occurre<l,  which  inilnrvd  ur 
to  fonn  any  surmise  to  their  prejudice."  He  then  uoijded  to  tne  my 
graciously ;  and,  alter  bowing  profoundly,  I  left  tlie  apartment,  k- 
rorapanied  by  the  officer,  and  remained  in  the  anticfaamber,  wiulatlv 
went  to  inquire  about  the  carriage  and  horses. 

I  soon  learned  that  this  geotleman  was  Count  Frohberg,  (or  Moniil- 
joy),  grand  venenr  to  the  King  of  Bavaria,  who  stood  very  high  in 
the  confidence  and  good  graces  both  of  his  own  Sorereign  and  of  Na- 

Whilst  waiting  for  his  return,  I  saw  the  Grand  Duke  paas  tbrandi 
the  antirljambpr,  clad  in  a  flumptuons  uniform,  with  many  Mara,  mi 
leading  to  a  repast  a  Lady,  who.  I  was  informed,  wvs  a  EVince«i  rf 
Keuss.  He  stojipeil  for  a  few  minutes,  an<}  spoke  to  a  Prwssian  of- 
ficer, who  ha<l  been  taken  prisoner.  I  believe,  at  the  battle  of  ^wJ- 
lield.  1  was  not  able  to  bear  very  distioctly  what  passed  ;  but  1  u»- 
derstowl  him  to  be  taxing  the  Prussians  with  temerity,  in  haviwr  ■^ 
tacked  a  French  corps  with  a  rery  inferior  nntober ;  addinr,  tint 
although  the  PrusHisns  might  not  love  the  French,  they  at  leM 
ought  to  esteem  them.  After  this  short  conversation,  tla  Gmd 
Duke  made  a  slight  inclination  of  the  head,  and  foUawed  tke  I^ia- 
cesH  into  the  other  apartment. 

Count  Frohberg  soon  Bfterwartls  returned,  and  iaforned  m.  tkat 
■he  carriage  was  ready.  We  immediately  got  into  it,  ami  OBt  aal  fat 
Auma. 

1  fouml  my  new  companion  vory  kind-heailed  and  intolIigeW.  ■ 
little  canguinc  nnd  hasty  in  his  lein[>cr>   but  evidfiilly  most  nucrpd- 


AJM'ENDrx. 
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h\e  of  gruituilt!  and  friendship.  His  coantenBOte  was  pair,  but  ani- 
maUil.  Oar  conVMntatiun  waa  ciueSy  carried  on  in  English ;  bdiI 
hu  inquired  with  ranch  eagemevs  after  bie  British  friends  *.  before 
we  hod  been  many  rninutw  in  the  carriage,  he  asked  me  whether  I 
was  aiquainLed  with  Lady  Louisa  Manoere,  (the  present  CMUiless 
ut'  Dysait),  accompanying  his  inquiry  with  a  cordial  encomiatn.  1 
WBH  uiiable  at  that  lime,  (though  now  more  funimate,)  to  answer 
tliat  question  in  the  affirmative ;  but  ankecl  the  Count  iti  reluru. 
whether  he  knew  her  Ladyship's  son-in-law,  my  intimate  and  excel- 
lent friend,  Coloael  DulT,  (now  Earl  of  Tife.)  An  soon  as  I  meu- 
lioned,  that  I  was  a  friend  of  Colonel  Duff's,  he  shook  me  by  the 
hand  with  the  greatest  warmth ;  and  our  common  regard  for  my  ilis- 
lioguiahcd  countryman,  (a  regard  in  which  all  who  know  Jiim  bo 
lai'gely  sympathize),  not  only  created  a  link  of  attachment  between 
II'.,  but  mainly  tended  to  render  his  exertions  in  my  behalf  more  cor- 
dial and  more  unrL-mitting. 

We  met,  in  the  dark,  a  long  ra 
iLurrow  part  of  the  road,  where  t 


abreast ;  and  oar  carriage 
these  waggons  and  other  c< 


V  of  waggons  and  artillery,  at  a 
t*t  carriages  could  imt  well  paw 
•nu  obliged  to  draw  up  in  a  field,  until 
inveyauces  had  proceeded.  It  was  in  vain 
that  my  friend,  the  Count,  dismounted  angrily  from  llie  carriage,  and 
authoritatively  desired  the  drirers  to  drew  up  on  one  side,  and  allow 
uur  carriage  to  pass,  tellitig  them  who  he  was,  where  he  was  going, 
and  that  he  wa»  expected  to  sup  with  the  Emperor.  They  coolly 
laughed  at  all  his  earnesInesH ;  and  one  of  tliem  told  him,  that  he 
was  afraid  his  supper  would  be  very  cold  before  he  got  to  his  jour- 
ney's end. 

The  Count  did  not  recover  his  gooil  humour,  utitil  some  time  af- 
ter we  hud  quitted  the  scone  of  our  detention.  The  spectacle  around 
us  was  most  ioleresting.  A  number  of  fires  were  kindled  in  various 
direcliiius,  around  which  we  perceived  the  French  soldiers  eiuging, 
shouting,  sleeping,  or  cooking  their  victuals. 

Tlie  Count  was  remarkably  rommunicalive;  but  without  attempt- 
ing to  detail  many  interenting  facts  which  he  narrated,  I  cannot  avoid 
recording  one  speech  of  his,  which  remained  deeply  impressed  upon 
my  mind. 

I  mentioned,  llial  I  had  left  the  Prussian  array  in  as  high  spirits, 
and  as  confident  of  victory,  as  the  French  :  and  that  I  therefore 


*  1  had  Ihc  tatiilaciioa  of  biing  pmcated  to  hii  ouiinblv  wiiktw,  Mliiin  lU 
Muiiitb,  Id  ISIG.  The  Counter  infonnttd  im,  ihal  livi  IiuiJmiiiI  luil  ullutknl 
la  tliit  ■dtfDlUiv,  and  cipmK'ii  niui'li  kindnvu  tokvilt  mi;  and  ^hc  vu  to 
obliging  u  10  present  lo  inc  a  ring,  »hich  had  bcloDgcd  u>  him. 
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thought  the  UsDe  of  the  contMt  rather  doDbtful.  "  A  decisive  Inttiv,' 
replied  he,  "  will  be  fonghi  befure  many  ilays  hare  elapsed  ;  and  I 
will  heat  you  sixty  Napoleon*  to  one,  that  the  victory  will  be  oan. 
You  Bay  that  the  Prassiaoa  are  in  high  spirits  ;  but  on  what  u  their 
coDfideDcc  grounded  ?  Not  surely  in  respect  for  the  talents  of  lh«r 
General, — not  on  the  remenihrance  of  exploits  of  their 
love  for  the  service  in  which  they  are  io  ill  used  ?  The  French, 
the  other  hand,  BiJore  their  leader,  who  bo  often  has  conilacted 
to  victory  i — their  own  post  schievcmeats  inspire  them  with  et 
dcnce  in  themselves : — they  are  aiisclied  to  a  service,  in  which  tbev 
are  well  aware,  thai  the  meanest  and  moHt  friendless  may  acqorrv  tr- 
putation  and  advancement.  The  Emperor  known  their  cbanrttr 
well,  and  has  employed  every  mean*  to  conciliate  atTectiDii 
person,  as  well  as  to  enforce  obedie^nce  to  his  authority.  No  aei 
is  permitted  to  pass  nonoticed  or  unrecompensed.  He  is  endoi 
with  AU  excellent  memory,  and  h  often  known  to  address  even  a 
rate  soldier  or  subaltern  officer,  whom  he  remembers  to  have  be 
Austetlitz  or  Marengo,  reminding  them  of  iheir  former  good 
duct,  and  calling  upon  them  to  act  up  to  it  in  faiure.  By  awft 
means,  he  not  only  captivates  the  heart  of  the  peraoD  so  noticed,  b«t 
excites  emulation  on  the  part  of  all  who  witnessed  such  a  scene,  bmI 
who  long,  by  future  prowess,  to  attain  a  similar  distinction.  The 
very  institution  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  which  is  attainable  bv  «II 
classes,  has  greatly  increased  hb  popularity,  and  ia  become  a.  renenl 
object  of  roilitary  ambition.  In  short,  I  believe  I  may  say,  that  do 
General  was  ever  more  studious  to  captivate  the  afTectiuns,  and  wk 
the  confidence  of  lii-i  Army ;  nor  was  any  ever  more  succei«s^|.' 
I  do  not  pretenil  to  say,  that  these  ore  the  exact  words  of  Ci 
Frohbei^,  but  they  express  his  sentiments  without  any  exaprgeratiod.' 
He  cherished  a  warm  attachment  for  the  person  and  character  of 
Napoleon  ;  but  I  am  persuaded,  that  his  opinion,  though  BomewhRi 
biassed  by  this  feeling,  was  founded  on  personal  knowledge,  as  well 
as  on  that  uccnraie  information,  which  Ids  rank  and  station  siTonled 
him  FO  many  opportnnities  to  acquire. 

We  arrived  at  Auma  at  a  very  early  hour  in  the  morning.  Tfc 
Count  alighted  frou  the  carriage,  and  rep^red  to  the  hoose,  at  whidi 
the  Emperor's  head-quarters  were  situated.  He  relamed  almost  im- 
mediately, and  informed  us,  tliat  his  Majesty  had  retired  to  rest  ■  bin 
added,  thai  he  would  come  and  let  us  know,  as  soon  as  the  Empem 
was  ready  to  receive  us. 

The  morning  wag  very  cold,  and  we  remained,  rather  luiroinfon- 
ably,  in  the  ctdeche,  (the  leather  in  front  of  which  closed  hot  imiier> 
fectly,)  for  upwards  of  an  hour.    My  friend  Mr  Regel  mad  I  tgntd. 


tor  ia  ^ 
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that  we  would  not  prepare  any  answers  to  any  questions ;  bm  tliat, 
liy  narratin)^  every  circDamUnce  exactly  an  it  occurred,  we  should 
avoid  every  discrppancy,  wbich  coald  excite  any  mispicion.  llie 
Count  Bt  last  relamed,  and  inrormed  as,  that  the  Emperor  wbb  up, 
and  wished  to  see  us.  Tliis  was  to  us  an  anxious  moment ;  and  we 
descended  from  the  carriage  with  feelings  which  1  shall  not  attempt 
to  pounray,  "  You  need  not  be  afraid,"  said  the  Count,  "  the  Em- 
[wror  wont  eat  yoa."  1  assared  him,  that  I  was  not  afraid  of  that, 
and  that  lie,  who  had  nothing  to  fear,  was  shivering  from  the  cold  as 
mucli  ns  I  was.  This  remark,  however,  made  me  summon  up  more 
resolution  than  a  youth  of  sixteen  might  otherwise  have  fell  under 
sDcii  circumstances.  I  had  reminded  Mr  Kegel,  tliat  it  was  now  my 
torn  tn  be  examined  first.  We  walked  hastily  acrou  the  street,  and 
after  ascending  a  staircase,  found  ourselves  in  the  aniichamber,  in 
which  t)iere  were  a  number  of  officers,  and  where  I  observed  also 
some  materials  for  breakfast.  The  Count  opened  a  door,  and  beck- 
oned me  to  follow  him,  I  heard  him  say,  "  Voila,  Sire,  le  jenne 
.Anglois,  doDt  jc  viens  de  pnrler  a  voire  Majeste '."  The  door 
cloHed  as  soon  as  [  enlere<l  the  room.  I  made  a  low  bow  ;  and,  on 
raisiuft  my  eyes  from  the  ground,  perceived  standing  before  me  a 
little  figure,  arrayed  in  a  white  night-cap  and  dressing  gown ;  an  of- 
ficer in  uniform,  whom  I  found  to  be  Marshal  Bertbicr,  the  Minister 
at  War,  was  standing  by  his  side.  The  Emperor  stood  still,  with 
his  arms  crosned,  and  a  cup  of  coffee  in  his  right  hand  :  he  snrveved 
me  Btlentively,  and  said,  *'  Qui  etes  vons  f  ?"  My  reply  was,  "  Sire, 
Je  suis  sujet  de  S.  M.  Dritnnnique  ];."  "  D'ou  venez-voas  §  ?" 
"  Sire,  Jo  viens  de  Gotlia  en  Saxe  ;  el  en  me  rendant  de  la  Leipzig, 
j'ui  eli'  an^te  par  qnetqoes  soldats  des  avant-postes,  qui  ra'ont  mene 
a  (tern  ehez  le  Grand  Due  de  Bei^ :  et  S.  A.  m'a  envoye  ici  poar 
avoir  rhonneur  d'etre  examine  par  V.  M.  H"  "  Par  oil  el«s  vons 
pass^  ?"  ''  Sire,  Je  suis  pnsse  par  Weimar,  Erfurt,  ct  Jena,  d'oit 
u'ayant  pas  pu  procurer  des  chevsiu  ponr  nons  conduirc  plus  loin 
que  juaqu'a  Glelna" — "  Oii  est  Gleina?    el  qu'esi  que  c'eat?" 


*  BrIiolJ,  Sire,  Uie  young  EnglUliauui,  of  whom  I  haie  jusi  spoken  la  your 

f  Who  we  you  ? 

t  Sire,  I  UD  a  subject  of  hit  Britannic  Mijntj. 

$  Where  do  you  come  Trom  ? 

jl  Sire,  I  cnmc  frain  Godu  in  Suany  ;  nud  in  going  from  Ibmce  to  Leip. 
lie,  I  wu  deuined  by  tome  toldicn  of  the  idiiuieed  guard,  who  broiight  me  to 
ibe  home  of  tbe  Grand  Dulic  of  Berg,  al  Gem,  and  hia  lliglmeu  si-ni  lae  here 
lo  bive  tlui  boDour  of  being  cianiincd  by  your  Uajesiy. 
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"  Glcina,   Sire,  eat  uoe  petite  village,  appanfiDsnte    au    Doc   <lc 
(iothtt  •-■■ 

Upon  hearlDg  that  I  had  passed  tlirougli  iheae  two  plartw,  li« 
liBUSed,  and  then  said,  "  I'ravez-moi  le  plan  de  voire  route  f ."  He 
ihen  sat  down  at  a  tahle  od  which  a  map  of  Germany  was  spread,  in 
every  respect  similar  to  tbe  one  which  I  luul  «een  at  the  Greod 
Duke's.  Hertliier  was  seated  at  a  smaller  table,  ia  the  corner  uf  the 
room,  to  take  notes  of  what  paaved.  1  stood  at  Napoleun's  left  haud, 
and  the  Count  placed  himself  exactly  oppowte.  Napoleon,  as  soon 
as  fie  had  seated  liimself,  pIscBd  his  right  elhow  on  tbe  table,  anil 
leaning  his  fac^  upon  his  thumb  and  I'oreGni^,  lookccl  me  full  in  the 
lsa>,  and  said,  "  Quel  jour  elcs  vous  parti  de  Gotba  j;  ?"  At  thai 
iiiomeiit,  1  had  foi^otlen  the  exact  day  of  our  departure  ;  and  know- 
iti^r  the  great  importance  of  accuracy  in  regard  la  dales,  I  began  Is 
caluidate  backwards  from  that  day,  to  the  one  upon  tvhich  we  left 
Golha.  lliis  pause,  tliough  but  a  short  one,  excited  tbe  Emperar't 
iiiipatience,  and  he  repealed,  in  rather  an  angry  tone,  "  Je  rous  de- 
luande,  qnel  jour  etes  vou«  parti  de  Gutha  §  ?"  (lis  abrupt  tnanner, 
and  a  signilic&nt  look,  which  1  saw  him  exchange  nrith 
would  have  very  much  interrupted  my  calculation,  had  I  not  fu 
iiately  at  that  moment  concluded  it,  and  named  the  exact  day  of 
ilepartnre.  He  then  looked  for  (iotha  in  the  map,  and  asked 
number  of  questions  as  to  the  strength  of  the  Prassians  in  ibat  plaoi^' 
— the  reports  prevalent  in  regard  to  their  probable  movemeota,  &c 
He  next  sought  out  Erfurt,  and  impaired  whether  I  had  obserredanf 
troops  in  motion  between  the  two  places  ?  He  was  very  minnie  in 
his  interrogatories  with  regard  to  Erfurt.  He  asked  bow  atrong  ihr 
garrison  was  there  ?  1  replieil.  that  this  was  a  point  which  I  had  nM 
had  any  opportunity  to  ascertain.  He  a«ked  me  if  1  liad  been  a)  tlie 
parade  ?  1  replied  in  the  affirmative.  "  How  many  regimeuiA  w«b 
present  ?"  Sire,  1  cannul  tell, — the  Duke  of  BnuiBwick  was  then  al 
Erfurt,  and  there  seemed  to  he  almoitt  as  many  officers  a»  soMioi 
assembled  on  the  paraite.  ■■  Is  Erfnrt  a  well-fortified  town  ?" 
"  Sire,  I  know  very  little  about  the  strength  of  fortifications."     "  Y 


-4 


*  Which  rood  rlid  you  come  by  ?  Src,  I 
Jena  1  from  wJience,  not  having  been  able  to  p 

than  Glvino ■'  Where  ii  OWIna,  uxl  • 

small  village  belonging  to  ihe  Duku  of  Catba. 

t  Trace  out  d»  pUi,  of  jour  route. 

t   On  what  day  did  ymi  lAve  GotJia  ? 

i   i  ask  you,  whs!  day  did  you  h-sve  GoiIm 


me  by  Weimar.    Erfurt.  W 
;ure  hories  to  uke  us  Airtbtr 
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a  l-il  un  cWeau  h  Errurt  *  ?"  Upon  ihia  poinL  1  felt  satne  iloubte, 
but  was  atniiJ  Ui  plead  ignurmiiM  again,  lent  ha  ahould  imagine  1\m 
it  was  fei^cil.  I  therefure  boldly  Raid,  "  Qui,  Sire,  il  y  a  uti 
chateau  f ."  After  inqniriog  nhet]ier  I  bad  inaile  any  obMrrations 
on  liie  road  between  Erfurt  and  Weimar,  he  jirocee^led  to  ijaMtion 
me  miDUtely  as  to  the  state  of  the  latter  place. — the  namber  of  troops 
quartered  there, — t)ie  deHtinatioii  of  the  (^raod  Dnke,  &c> 

On  my  mentianiDg  that  Jena  wa«  the  next  place  at  wbicli  tre 
stopped,  Najwteou  did  not  imniediately  diKover  its  exact  utuation 
on  the  map.  1  therefore  had  the  honour  to  [loiut  to  it  with  my  finder, 
and  Bhew  him  the  place  at  which  he  so  soon  afterwards  achiered  ho 
brilliant  and  decisive  a  victory.  He  inquired  who  commanded  at 
Jena, — what  was  the  state  of  the  town, — whether  1  knew  any  parti- 
culars about  the  gHrrison,  Htc. :  and  then  made  similar  inquiries  witli 
toganl  lo  Gleina.  and  the  intervening  road. 

Having  followed  op  the  inveitigation  until  the  moment  when  we 
wpre  arretted,  he  pauned,  and  looked  at  me  very  earnestly.  I  may 
here  remark,  that  he  put  no  questions  to  me  in  regard  lo  my  paren- 
tMge  or  aitoation  in  life.  1  presume  that  these  particulaia  had  been 
fully  explained  to  him  by  Count  Frohberg.  "  Comment  I  (said  be) 
vonlea-voDi  que  je  croie  tout  ce  que  vous  ttites  ?  Les  Aogtois  ne  vo- 
yagent  paa  ordiuairement  a  pied  sans  domestique,  et  L'omine  cc- 
la —  "  :t^  ( looking  at  my  dreas,  which  coniiisted  in  an  old  box-coat  of 
rongli  and  dark  materials,  which  I  bad  for  aome  time  previously  only 
worn  K:t  a  cover  round  my  legs,  when  travelling  in  a  caxrioge,  but 
which  I  liad  been  glad  to  resume,  aa  an  article  of  dress,  over  my 
ulher  cloihes,  when  obliged  lo  Iravel  on  foot.)  "  II  est  vrai,  Sire,  (I 
replied,)  qiie  cela  pent  paruitre  un  peu  singulier,  mais  des  circon- 
hlances  imperieuses,  el  rimpoasibllite  de  trouver  des  chevaux,  oona 
out  oblige!  a  cette  di-marclie:  d'ailleurs,  je  crois  que  j'ai  dana  tna 
poche  des  lettrea  qui  prouveront  la  verile  de  tout  re  que  j'ai  dit  au 
Bujet  do  moi-meme  §," 

I  tlien  drew  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  old  boi-coat  some  letlera, 
which  liad  accidentally  lain  tliere  lunce  I  received  them  during  the 
preceding  year ;   and  I  alao  produced,   from  another  pocket,  some 

•   I.  there  n  cutlc  at  Erfun  ? 

i   Y«,  Site,  then:  U  ■  cudc 

\  How,  uid  he,  would  jrou  haia  me  believi?  all  (hat  you  ay  ?  The  Englith 
do  not  cominontj  inTcl  on  fool  wiihoul  ■  leriaiii,  ind  in  luch  ■  drm. 

§  It  i>  out,  Siro.  Ihal  tuch  conduct  mtj  appear  a  little  tiugulnr  ;  but  im- 
pviHiui  circuimUnci-i,  and  the  impouibilit)'  ot  piocuring  botwi,  hate  obligi-d 
ui  10  laki  this  itcp  i  uiil  I  believe  I  hate  letlm  in  my  pockcl  which  will  {iru'v 
tlic  truth  oTthc  acceuDI  I  hive  gincn  ufmyMir. 
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CDmraunicatiDos  of  a  more  rec«nl  date.  Wben  I  laid  these  apon  the 
table,  Napoleon  pushod  ibem  quickly  towards  CouDt  Frobberg,  nod- 
ding to  bim  Bt  the  sHine  time  rapidly  with  his  bead.  The  Count  im- 
mediately took  up  the  letters,  and  aaid  to  the  Emperur,  whilst  open- 
ing llieai,  that,  from  having  enamineil  and  conversed  with  tne  dnri:^ 
our  journey,  he  thuugbi  he  could  be  responHible  for  tlie  truth  of  enn 
thing  1  had  eaid.  ^1 

After  cursorily  glancing  through  «ome  of  the  papers,  he  i«^| 
"  These  letters  are  of  no  CDnsequence,  and  quite  of  a  prirat«  natME^ 
for  instance,  here  is  one  from  Mr  Sinclair's  father,  in  which,  afierre~ 
minding  him  of  the  attention  he  had  paid  to  the  Greek  and  Litin 
languages  in   England,   he  enpre^ises  a  hope  that  the  satne  Bttenlion 
will  be  bestowed  upon  the  acquisition  of  lie    French   and  Genuaa 

Napoleon's  features  here  relaxed  into  a  smile ;  and  I  never  am 
forget  the  kindness  with  which  he  eyeii  me,  whilst  he  e«id,  "  Vmn 
avez  done  appris  le  Grec  et  le  Latin  ;  quels  aateurs  zrez-rmt 
tu  •  ?■• 

Not  a  little  surprised  at  this  unexpected  question,  I  mentioiwil 
Homer,  Thucydides,  Cicero,  and  Horace ;  upon  tvhich  he  replied, 
"  C'est  bien,  c'est  fort  bien  f;"  "id  then  turning  to  Bertbier,  he  aiW- 
ed,  "  Je  ne  croip  pa«,  que  ce  jeune  homme  soit  espion  ;  msis  I'lstrt, 
qui  est  avec  lui,  la  sera,  et  aura  amene  ce  jeuue  homme  avec  lai  pow 
etre  moms  suspect  j;."  Me  then  made  a  slight  inclination  of  the  head, 
as  a  signal  for  me  to  retire  ;  upon  which  I  bowed  profoondlv,  Vid 
passed  into  the  anlichamber  ;  after  which,  Mr  Kegel  was  introdi- 

Tiiis  was  the  first  and  lust  occasion  on  which  I  ever  beheld  Na- 
poleon. The  expression  of  his  countenance  remains  indelibly  pre- 
sent  to  my  mind  ;  it  was  at  that  time  thin  and  sallutr ;  hut  everyf<«- 
ture  beamed  with  intelligence-  1  was  more  particularly  etmck  wick 
the  penetrating  glance  of  his  eye,  which  seemed,  if  1  may  so  eipna 
myself,  to  anticipate  the  answer  ro  every  question,  by  reading  it  in- 
tuitively in  the  soul.  His  manner  was  at  first  somewhat  i^pukiTi 
and  abrupt,  but  became  gradnally  tnfter,  and  in  the  end  qniie  pre- 
jtOHsessing.  There  were  several  words,  wliich  I  fell  some  difficulty 
to  express  in  French  ;  amongst  which.  I  remember,  were  "  bnemiet. 
waggons"  and  "  wheelbarrow. "     He  himself,  however,  immedtalely 

*   You  have  then  leaml  Greek  nnd  Latin :  whu  lutbors  b«ve  jou  Uudiid ' 
t  That  is  good,  very  good» 

t  I  do  not  Ihink  this  yoiing  man  ii  i  spy,  bul  (he  olber  who  is  niifa  him  ii 
firoliably  one,  nnd  has  brouglu  this  young  man  Id  avoid  suspicion. 
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suggMted  the  appropriftt^  terms ;  and  it  appeared  to  mo,  tliat  notliiiit; 
codM  HurpKBH  thB  lucid  and  comprelienaivi;  nature  uf  all  his  quL-atliniH 
and  remarks,  tie  omittcKl  Dothtng  that  was  oeccisary,  and  asked 
nothing  that  wbb  saperfluotu.  I  entered  his  apartment  under  the  im- 
prpwiuo,  that  I  whs  allowed  to  appeur  before  the  greatest  man  of  the 
age.  My  prejadiciui  a)tainHi  liiin,  1  munt  admit,  were  very  itron^;. 
1  considered  hiin  as  the  implacable  enemy  of  my  country,  and  the 
reKtless  subjugator  of  Europe  ;  but  I  could  not  quit  his  presence 
without  admiring  the  acuteness  of  his  intellect,  and  feeling  the  fasci- 
nation of  his  smile  *. 

After  descending  the  Btaircase,  I  repaired  to  a  kind  of  liuntire, 
which  was  burning  not  far  from  the  house,  and  around  which  ihere 
were  a  number  of  French  soldiers;  some  of  whom  were  sleeping, 
and  some  conreising  with  much  noise  and  geaticolatioa.  One  uf  ihe 
latter,  who  was  leaning  his  head  upon  his  elbow,  eye<l  mc  very  con- 
temptuously, and,  addressing  me  in  the  very  name  words  which  Na- 
poleon had  used,  exclaimed,  "  Qnj  eles  vous?"  Nol  thinking  it  ne- 
cessary to  treat  him  with  much  ceremony,  and  supposing  that,  by 
such  a  declaration,  I  should  command  some  portion  of  hi*  resp^ict,  1 
drew  up,  and  replied  with  a  ftown,  "  Je  sui*  etraiiger,  ei  je  viens 
d'avoir  Thonnenr  d'etre  examine  par  S.  M.  I'Empereur  el  Hoif." 
This,  however,  did  not  produce  the  desired  effect ;  for  the  soldier 
only  looked  at  me  still  more  indignMitly,  and  exclaimed,  "  Pardi,  on 
voit  bien  qne  c'est  u  present  lems  de  guerre :  en  terns  de  paix.  tn  ne 
pourrois  pas  t'approcher  de  TBrnpereur  de  trois  cens  pa»i"  He 
then  turned  his  head  away,  and  no  fartlier  notice  was  taken  of  nie, 
either  by  him  or  by  any  of  the  others. 

Mr  Kegel,  in  the  mean  lime,  was  examined  by  the  Emperor,  and 
returned  nearly  similar  answers  to  nearly  similar  queries  :  but  when 
he  staled,  that  private  affairs  had  rendered  us  anxious  lo  reach  Leip- 
7ic  without  delay.  Napoleon  interrupted  hiro,  and  said.  What  private 
affairs  coulil  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  make  yon  resolve  upon 
passing  through  two  hostile  armies  ?  I  can't  conceive  that/iWrafr  af- 
fairs alime  could  have  induced  you  ro  take  this  step.  Mr  Kegel  re- 
jilied,  that  we  were  provided  with  tlie  necessary  passports  for  pass- 
ing through  the  FruMian  army,  without  any  molestation ;  and  that, 
with  respect  to  the  Trench,  we  had  no  expectation  of  falling  into  their 

*  It  is  s  cifciunsuri^  not  unvorlby  of  remark,  thai,  of  Ihe  four  individuals 
prncnl  at  ihii  inlsrvicw,  I  am  now  the  only  lurTiTor. 

f  1  am  a  diangcr,  and  I  haic  jual  had  the  honour  of  bdag  ciamincd  by 
ilic  Emperor. 

t  Pardi '.  It  ia  pnuj  appsrcnl  ihsl  Ihii  i>  the  tiroe  of  war.  Id  lime  of 
pncc  you  *ould  not  be  permitted  to  approach  the  Emperor  by  300  psrev 
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hRiicli ;  tbr  wo  supposed,  that  they  were  advancing  in  n  quite  op^Kr- 
sit(!  direction  ;  nay,  fje  belii>ved,  that  such  was  tlin  opinion  of  lii* 
Prussians,  and  of  the  Unke  of  Brunswick  iiiraself.  Napoleon  tlwa 
oiclaimed  with  a  smile,  "  Cea  Bont  des  pemiqnds.  lU  ae  eont  in- 
rieDsement  tromplw  *." 

As  HOOD  as  Mr  Regfil's  examinalioii  tras  over,  Napolmin  *aid  U 
Count  Frobbei^,  "  ReteneE  lesquelques  jouni,jtisqu'a  ce  naeqBeloM 
choM  du  (I^cisir  aerm  arriv^  ;  et  pais  rcnvoyez-Iea  -f-." 

Mr  Kegel  then  joined  me  in  tLe  street.  We  repaire«l  to  •  kind  af 
pnblic-house  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  entered  one  of  ihtt  roonH. 
We  here  fouDtl  many  soldiers  lying'  npon  chain,  or  MrMchrd  on  i1m> 
floor :  bottles,  glaases,  spilt  wine  and  lieer,  ^B^etits  of  victtuib,  ftc 
faty  in  confDHion  on  the  table  ;  the  odonr  and  appeannce  of  the  wIh^ 
apartment  were  equally  oflensive  and  dis^sting^.  I  threw  opt^  unr 
of  the  windows,  and  sat  there  in  the  hope  thai  I  niiglit  still  ha**  an 
opportunity  to  see  my  friend  Count  Frobberg ;  nor  was  1  dKapputnl- 
ed  1  for,  in  about  an  hour,  he  passed  witbin  ai^t  of  tlie  windmr. 
On  roy  calling  to  him,  he  came  to  me  immediately  ;  find  bftving  far- 
determined  what  to  say  to  him,  "  My  dear  Count,"  I  exclaimed. 
"  yoD  hare  been  tn  England ;  and  acknowledge,  that  yon  there  met 
with  much  kindness  and  bospitality.  I  hope,  that  you  vrill  avail 
yonrself  of  this  opportanity  (the  only  one  which  ever  may  occur),  u 
shew  your  gratitude  for  tlia  attentions  you  axperieaced.  Ptay  rr- 
tnm  to  the  Emperor,  and  expostulate  with  him  upon  the  cmeliy  of 
leaving  us  in  this  forlorn  place  ;  more  especially  as  we  have  fallen  in- 
to his  hands  upon  neutral  ground,  and  without  any  eril  design.  I 
hope  tbat  bis  Majesty  will  at  any  rat«  permit  us  to  retam  to  Gen. 
where  we  shall  find  our  liH^:age,  where  aursittiBtion  will  be  lar  dmtc 
comfortable,  and  where  we  nhall  be  equally  unable  to  do  any  am- 
chief,  even  if  such  were  our  intention  or  our  wish.'" 

The  Count  readily  complied  with  my  request ;  and  rctamitw  al- 
most immediately,  infurmed  me,  that  we  had  leave  to  reinni  to  G«~ 
ra,  and  that  the  Emperor  had  added  with  a  smile,  "  Quant  ni  ii  aar 
faomme,  diies  lui,  que  je  suis  !on  content  de  la  najt«c6  tiam  sea  i^ 
poDses  X" 

The  Count  kindly  accommodated  us  with  the  use  of  tbe  carriiga 
which  had  brought  us  to  Anma.    He  himself,  I  believe,  retonieilM 

•  They  arc  blocklii'uls.      They  have  prodigiously  deceived  themseltiis. 

f   Detain  them  for  some  duyi  till  somelhing  decisive  has  happenc-d,  and  ihta 


a  terj  well  pleaoed  with  the  o^- 
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lioTBpback.  We  aoon  foDnd  uursclreo  in  ihe  midst  of  B  tnng  filr  of 
WBggom  and  cnrringw,  on  many  of  which  were  wriiten,  "  Lo  Mini~- 
tre  ilv  la  Guerre."  Cavalry  tuid  foot  soliliera  precedoil,  fdiluwcd  urid 
flarrounded  ns  on  every  aide,  and  the'  wbole  scene  was  husy,  briltiani 
and  impressive. 

On  arriving  at  Gera,  *re  put  up  at  the  post-hoose,  where  we  wer« 
ntmlile  at  Brat  lo  procure  beds  :  the  whole  house  being  occupied  by 
perMHiH  connected  with  the  Grande  Armre.  Many  intereniing  oc- 
currences took  place  whiint  we  continued  in  thtK  house.  I  never  can 
fot^t  the  senxalions  with  which  I  saw  successive  re^^imento  inure)! 
throngli  the  town.  Tliey  all  sei^nied  1»  be  in  tbe  hightnit  tpirils. 
Their  martial  innaic  was  more  varied  and  animating  than  any  which 
I  ever  heard,  either  before  or  since.  The  cavalry,  though  perliaps  not 
so  well  mounted  a«  some  other  troops  which  1  afierwanls  saw,  was 
pHculiariy  striking  in  their  personal  appearance  ;  and  I  conld  not  Irut 
admire  more  particularly  the  grace,  d-eilerity,  and  splendid  accunire- 
menM  of  the  ofbcers. 

I  actetl,  in  general,  a«  interpreter  at  the  poat-house.  Many  an  of- 
ficer, of  various  tnnk,  cmioe  in  and  exclaimed,  "  ¥  a-t-il  igui^liitt'nn 
ici  qui  parle  Francois  *  i"  And  upon  my  signifying,  that  I  Iielievvi] 
I  could  make  myself  inietligible  in  that  language,  more  than  one  of 
them  replied,  "  Ah  t  voila  eofin  uo  bomme  raiaonnable  f ." 

The  poatmaBter'»  situation  was  a  very  trying  one,  and  he  conduct- 
ed himself  with  much  temper  and  propriety.  The  most  unreasonable 
and  incompatible  requestJi  were  made  to  htm  every  moment.  Them 
were  constant  demands  for  provtsions,  beds,  horses,  stabling,  hay, 
corn,  fte.  when  his  supplie*  had  long  since  been  in  a  (treat  mroanre 
exhausted.  "  Taitcs  comprendre  a  cet  Allemand,"  said  an  oflirer  of 
tank,  (and  tliis  happened  repeatedly),  "  qa'il  fout  que  j'aie  an  lit  ici 
ce  iioir;t."  It  was  in  vain  that  the  poBlmaster  conveyed  to  him, 
through  me,  ibe  ime  but  unwelcome  intelligence,  that  he  had  not  a 
single  bed  Vo  give  bim  ;  all  the  rooms,  and  even  his  own,  being  al- 
ready occupied  by  French  officers.  "  Cela  n'est  pas  mou  al&ire," 
replied  ilie  other.     "  Que  ces  ofticiers  s'arrangent  le  mieux  qn'ils 

pourreiil  §."    "  1  am  an  aide-de-camp  of  Mai«hal ,  and  mtut 

have  a  bed,  whatever  happens." 

Amongst  otbets,  toy  friend  Count  Frohberg  mifaoritMively  de- 

•  It  ilitTe  anj  onf  here  who  ipnkt  French  ? 
f  Ah  '.  hen  a  at  lut  B  iiisn  of  ttatr. 

t  Make  lluu  Gcmuui  undenuml  ilut  I  miut  bavc  a  bed  here  lo-iught. 
j  Tbu  u  DO  Imuai-u  of  mioi'.     Let  iliaw  ofljcm  make  ibeiii»l>o  ■>  rani- 
forUble  »  the;  can. 


mandeil  Imlgings.  Tlie  poslmasu^r  slirage^ed  up  his  slionlilen,  utH 
I'Xflaimeil,  "  .i'o  muxs  ich  eiaJiirstUcltes  Zimmer  aufmacAtM  .'"  ttui 
he  nt  last  gave  up  Home  apartmeuU,  reserved,  as  1  underslood,  fui 
the  accommodation  of  one  of  the  sovereign  princes  of  Iteuss.  The 
CouDt  watao  obliging  as  to  procure  one  oflliese  rooms  for  my  use  dn- 
ring  one  night.  The  next  morning  he  also  obtained  pennisaioQ  foi 
OS  tu  reside  on  parole  at  the  house  of  Mr  Weissenbom,  a  fnmd  oT 
Mr  Regel'a,  who  resided  a  little  way  beyond  the  town,  and  wbn  rt- 
ceived  na  with  the  greatest  kindDess.  He  Iield  a  very  respecublf 
aitnation  under  the  Prince  of  Reuss,  and  behaved,  in  very  tryiagdc- 
cumstancea,  with  great  finnneaa  and  orbanity  *■  His  house  had  bwn 
aereral  times  plundered ;  hot  before  we  came  and  brought  oar  bai;- 
gage  there,  a  guard  had  been  alationed  for  iu  protection.  Mr  \V. 
not  only  had  several  otficcrs  ajid  soldiers  quartered  successively  in 
hia  honse,  but  ivaa  constantly  annoyed  by  demandx  for  rations,  fo- 
rage, &c.  Amid  all  his  difficulties,  1  never  saw  him  lose  hia  temper, 
though  many  circumatBoces  occurred  to  irritate  and  annoy  him.  1 
was  inforraed,  that  many  of  the  houses  io  the  neii;hboarbood  wen 
plundered  io  the  most  wanton  manner ;  that  the  locks  were  »OBietiiiia 
forced  open,  even  when  the  keys  were  tendered  to  the  maraDden: 
tfiBt  they  ofi^n  broke  bottles  of  vinegar,  when  disappointed  in  their 
expectation  of  finding  wine ;  and  that  scenes  were  everywhere  ei- 
hibited  of  wasteful  and  unfeeling  outrage. 

We  here  received  the  bulletins  of  ilie  progress  of  the  French  arm? 
with  jipvat  regularity,  and  heard  from  the  top  of  a  church  the  dis- 
tant sounds  of  the  cannonade  of  the  fatal  battle  of  Jena.  Xor  nai  0 
possible  to  reflect  without  shnddering,  that  every  report,  which  faint- 
ly reached  our  eara,  indicated  the  continuance  of  slauKbter  and  de- 
solation, and  would  cause  the  lean  of  the  widow  to  fio^  and  \iv 
heart  of  the  orphan  to  bleed. 

I  learned  with  more  sorrow  than  surprise  the  event  of  this  deciHir 
action,  by  which  tliecbains  of  Germany  were,  for  a  time,  morettraac- 
ly  rivetted  than  ever.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  descrihe  oar  own  a- 
lent  consternation,  or  the  triumphant  enthusiasm  of  the  French  tnxnt, 
with  whom  we  had  an  opportunity  to  converse,  n-hilst  they  wm 
eageriy  advancing  to  join  their  victorious  comrades. 

The  French  commandant  at  Gera  delayed  for  xeveral  days,  obiIh 
various  pretexts,  Xa  furnish  us  witli  passports  ;  bnt  I  at  Iciurth  coa- 
trived  to  see  him ;  and,  after  reminding  him  that  hia  ordefa  frere  to 
detain  us.  until  something  decisive  had  taken  place,  I  aalted  him  vfce- 
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tlier  tbis  bad  not  already  heou  realized  i«  tbe  greatest  ponible  extent  ? 
He  laughed,  and  told  me,  that  he  beliered  I  coald  not  now  do  any 
harm,  if  I  were  ever  lo  willing.  He  artKirdiiigly  Kij^ed  my  passport, 
and  we  «et  out  aa  soon  aa  possible  for  Altenbnrg,  where  1  parted 
from  ray  friend  Mr  Kegel,  and  proceeded  alone  to  Dresden. 

I  here  experienced  a  very  civil  reception  from  the  French  com- 
inBn<lBnt,  Col.  Thiard ;  but  althoogh  I  might  detail  many  circiun- 
BUnees  which  1  remember  with  pecajiar  interest,  anil  which  might 
not  be  devoid  of  importance  in  tbe  eyee  of  the  reader,  I  think  it  more 
adTuable  here  to  close  the  narratire  of  events,  which  1  ba»e  perlmps 
recorded  with  too  much  minuteness,  but  which  afford  lo  mo  a  nerpr- 
failing  sonrce  of  varied  and  pleasant  retrospection. 


Some  Remarh,  by  a  Friend,  oh  tht  Retalh  lo  Ik  draum  J'tom 
thit  Narrativr. 

The  circumstances  above  detailed  are  peculiarly  ioleresiing,  as 
they  furnish  an  insif^ht  into  thtt  private  cbamcter  and  military  syKtem 
of  an  individual,  who  will  always  be  so  highly  distjngui sited  in  his- 
tory, as  the  Isle  Emperor  of  the  French. 

I.  Tl)ey  afford  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  enei^  with  which  Na- 
poleon coodactnd  his  military  operations.  This  gave  him  a  great 
advantage  over  the  DuUe  of  Hmnswick,  and  the  other  warriors  of  tlie 
old  school.  It  appean  that  the  FrDSsians  had  not  the  least  coucep- 
tion  of  the  rapid  advance  he  had  made,  nor  of  the  line  of  march  he 
had  adopted.  Ttiey  were  quite  nnprepared,  therefore,  to  meet  willi 
effect  so  formidable  on  enemy. 

£.  The  incidents  aborts  detailed  enable  us  also  to  form  some  idea, 
of  tbe  pains  which  Napoleon  took  to  collect  infonnation.  Every 
pernon  likely  to  fttmish  useful  intelligence  was  examined  by  the  Em- 
peror himself.  The  best  maps  of  the  countries  through  which  the 
Anny  was  to  pass  were  procured,  and  were  constantly  kept  under 
Ida  own  eye,  and  that  of  his  principal  General.  Indeed,  the  French 
have  always  been  celebrated  for  their  attention  to  this  important 
pvucnlar. 

S.  Nothing  has  excited  more  astonishment,  than  tbe  regulurity 
with  which  Napoleon  contrived  to  toarch  great  numbers  of  iioiips, 
along  different  loads,  and  to  have  them  all  ready,  at  particular  points 
at  a  fixed  time.  Among  the  means  by  which  this  was  effected,  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  was,  that  of  having  pieces  of  corit,  with  wnud- 
en  pegs,  inserted  in  the  places  in  the  naps  where  tbe  different  corps 
were  ordered  to  be.  The  Emperor  tlius  saw,  with  a  single  glaiicv, 
in  what  manner  his  army  might  at  any  time  be  arnuged.  The  whole 
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of  iu  operBiioDB  were  thus  regskted  likea^ame  €ifckuM^  tad 
be  amid  easily  eairy  his  fanoorite  prineiple  inio  «flbct»  ^  That  the 
art  of  war  was  nothiDg  ebe«  than  the  art  ef  a8a«ttbiiii||^,  mt  m  gif«a 
poiBti  a  iwiger  body  of  men  than  yow  enemy." 

4.  The  military  and  private  cfaaraeter  of  Napoleoa,  from  the  cheMi- 
atancM  above  detailed,  appears  in  a  faTonrable  Kglil.  Hk  aetiTity, 
in  rising  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  arrafiga  with  Marshal  Ber- 
thier  the  proceedings  of  the  campaign,  does  him  great  oredit  as  s 
commander,  llie  qaestions  he  put  to  the  yonog  man  biwaght  ha> 
fora  him,  prove  his  qnidniess  and  capacity.  The  genereua  laaayg 
in  which  he  condacted  himself,  when  he  foand  that  he  had  befaw) 
him  a  prisoner,  who  was  respectably  connected,  well  ediieatedy  sad 
conversant  in  classical  knowledge,  does  him  great  credit.  The  readi- 
ness with  which  he  conjectured,  after  being  satisfied  of  the  yoong 
Englishman's  innocence,  that  his  German  compaaio«  might  aever^ 
theless  be  a  spy,  and  might  have  broaght  him  merely  as  a  blind, 
showed  great  quickness  of  intellect.  His  oiden  to  aet  them  at  liber- 
ty, as  soon  as  any  thing  decisive  had  happened,  waa,  cousidefiag  the 
sospicious  circamstances  in  which  they  appeared,  an  aet  of  great  kind- 
ness :  and  his  concluding  message  to  the  yeang  prisoaer,  amidst  the 
hurry  of  such  pressing  and  important  events,  provea,  that  he  was  not 
devoid  of  generous  feelings : 

'<  Dites  a  oet  jeune  homme,  que  je  suis  fort  content  de  h^  naiv8i4 
des  ses  responses." 


No.  III. 

ON  THE  ATTENTION  PAID  BY  FREDERICK  THE  GREAT  TO 

AGRICULTURE. 

From  Baron  Rieshbecks  Travels  through  Germany,    TVetndatd 

by  the  Rev.  Mr  Maty, 
I  was  told  an  anecdote,  which  does  the  Great  Frederick  more  ho- 
nour  than  the  Emperor  of  China  derives  from  opening  the  gremd 
with  a  silver  plough.  There  is  a  Privy  Councillor  here,  of  the  name 
of  Brenkenhoff,  a  man  who,  bom  without  a  penny,  has  made  himsdf 
worth  millions  by  his  industry.  This  gentleman,  some  years  sinee, 
distinguished  himself  by  his  improvements  in  agriculture.  Amongst 
other  things,  he  sent  for  rye  from  Archangel ;  which  succeeded  so 
well,  that  by  degrees  they  begged  his  seeds  all  through  Pbrneraaia, 
Silesia,  Brandenburgh  and  Prussia ;  and  the  country  gained  coasi* 


ilrrable  snms,  ivIiU'li  before  as«d  to  \it  peid  to  the  Poles  anil  Ruh- 
RJfuiH  for  that  roiDinodity.  In  conaMinence  of  thi»,  tpheaever  Mr 
Ilreiikeiihoff  hvi  any  thing  to  ank  of  ihe  King,  for  him»e1f  or  t]i» 
proyiiict,  he  always  conches  bis  request  in  the  following  miiniier  : 

"  Hs<l  1  not  braaght  rye  from  Arcbangel,  your  Majesty,  and  your 
auUecte,  woolil  hare  been  witboat  so  many  thouHsnils  yon  now  pos- 
mm;  it  is  therefore  proper  that  you  ^nt  me  my  request." 

The  King  not  rmtrf  nta/tes  il  a  rule  never  to  deny  biin  iny  thing 
he  asks,  bnt  has  often  said,  ■'  Bnnkenlmff  n  tht  matt  cxtraordi' 
nary  inan  bom  in  l/ih  country,  under  mg  adminutraiion,  and  I 
am  priMd  i^  hm." 


'  \  LETTER  FROM  MAJOR-GENBR.i 
AHT,  TO  THE  niGlIT  HUNOUnABLE  SIR  JOJ 
DATED  GOVEnNMENT-ROUSE,  £ 

REGARDtNr.   THE  STATE  OF  THEWEST   IKDIES 
IN  PARTICULAR  OP  ST   LUCIA. 


VID  STEW- 
JOHN   SINCLAIR,  BART. 
90th  NOVEMBER  1829, 
GENERAL,  AND 


"  I  bare  much  pleasure  in  aTRiling  myself  of  an  opportunity  to 
offer  yon,  in  my  own  name,  and  in  behalf  of  the  landed  propriotora 
of  this  colony,  our  warm  acknotvled^iments  for  your  Taluabte  com- 
munication regarding  the  cassada  pill :  an  important  object  in  this 
island,  as  that  root  forms  a  very  material  portion  of  the  food  of  the 
n^roes  and  coloured  people  ;  and  an  improrement  that  will  lessen 
the  labour  of  manufacture  mnst  be  a  great  and  essential  acquisition, 
eapectalty  in  the  West  Indies,  where  the  expense  of  mannal  labour  is 
■o  great:  while  each  individasl  works  so  little,  that  one  Scotch 
ploughman  or  labourer,  will  go  through  more  than  three  men  here 

"  Indeed,  it  is  the  cxpensirc  labour,  and  llie  little  work  done  by 
eacfa  person,  that  presses  with  such  weight  on  a  Went  India  planter. 
With  a  soil  so  produciire,  that,  witli  average  prices,  an  acre  of  good 
land  will  produce  sugar  to  the  value  of  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  pouiiils, 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  and  the  manner  of  cultivstion  nnd 
management,  tlie  proGta  of  the  planter  would  be  immense,  were  ii  not 
for  the  attendant  expense  of  labonr.  In  a  country  where  the  Juluiur 
of  an  iiidiridual  is  expended  on  ihe  cuhiTation  of  an  acre  of  sugar- 
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cane,  the  ilwpoHalili.>  or  clear  [irofil  in  a  y^ar  of  bad  crops,  is  oftm 
very  small.  Yuu  know  ibat  llie  groaiid  ia  Ubonmd  liere  with  the  bo* 
anil  the  hand  *.  IJelbre  1  Brrived,  1  intended  to  establiiib  plough* 
where  the  ground  would  admit,  and  thus  reduce  ihe  expeoee  of  li- 
bour  and  ruliivuiion  :  but  i  find  the  thing  impoaeilile,  except  in  ■ 
few  places.  The  inland  is  entirely  composed  of  glena  and  vaUeys,  of 
more  or  less  breadth,  some  as  narrow  as  foar  or  five  hundred  yards, 
with  side  liillv,  rocky  and  ste^p.  T)ie  broadest  valley  is  r  niile  aod 
a  half :  and,  in  two  points  of  the  island,  the  land  deHceods  in  a  te^ 
Jar  declivity,  so  as  to  form  an  inclined  plane.  Each  gleo  bani^  a 
etream,  and  the  overhanging  hilts  and  rocks,  being-  covered  with 
woods  of  ibe  highest  and  grentejit  variety  of  verdare,  ibe  scenery  i* 
beautifiil.  These  valleys  have  in  general  a  peculiarity- :  The  plain  ar 
flats  are  a  dead  level,  and  the  hills  on  either  aide  rising  ahnipilf. 
The  levels  being  subject  to  excessive  floods,  are  consequently  C4W- 
posed  of  a  deep  alluvial  soil  or  clay,  remarkably  tenacious  and  adbc 
eive,  readily  receiving  and  retaining  all  nioisiore,  so  tbat,  in  the  w«i 
season,  horses  not  only  sink  deep,  but  so  close  does  tlte  clay  click  Is 
their  legs,  that  they  have  great  difficnlty  in  withdrawing  them  ;  cm- 
Nequently,  when  tbe  ground  is  in  this  slate,  no  horse  or  plough  tan 
be  used  i  and,  from  the  nature  of  this  clay.  It  hardens  so  moch  in  tb» 
dry  season,  that  it  would  be  nearly  as  ensy  to  plough  a  field  of  tv- 
ras,  or  plaster.  This  soil  has  another  peculiarity  preventing  tlie  (Mr 
of  the  plough.  Though  the  water  from  the  clou<U  sinks  p«rp«ndini- 
larly,  the  rlny  is  of  so  close  a  consistence,  that  it  cttnool  pass  throaih 
horiEODlally ;  the  consequence  is,  it  cannot  be  drained  extent  I  ' 
oppn  ditches  to  carry  off  the  surface  water,  for  a  ditch  of  ihrMi 
four  feet  in  depth  will  not  dry  more  thau  two  or  three  feet  on 
side  ;  and,  being  so  level,  there  is  no  run  for  the  drainage.  Looldi^ 
to  all  these  circumstances,  I  must  give  up  thoughts  of  the  plonifh, 
except  in  some  of  ihe  higher  and  lighter  lands.  But  to  return  to  ibr 
cassada  bread,  which  the  negroes  prefer  to  any  other  farioaceoia 

*  Locking  out  of  tbe  HJiiilow  thia  moment,  I  sec  in  k  Gvid  halT  a  rnlfJB- 
tsnt,  upwards  of  one  bundled  men  and  vomen,  each  with  a  boe,  tumiiwvp 
the  tml  prepmralive  to  tbe  pUnting  of  the  csne.  Three  good  ploogtu,  «l 
with  a  pair  of  hones,  would  do  more  work  than  this  Wge  body  «f  pcaobu 
While  nich  ■  waste  or  labour  it  lamentable,  it  is  gratifying  to  scf  tbe  appev- 
aoee  of  comfort  the  people  eihibit,  AU  the  iromen  with  white  or  calico  <bMi 
gowni  and  petucoals,  and  various  head  coi^eringi,  and  ilie  tasa  wiiti  bins 
lighi  coloured  jacleta  and  Irowttrs  ;  the  field,  at  this  djbiatice.  cxhilnti  s  g^ 
and  tnliveaing  ughl,  wilh  w  mony  moving  ohjeclE,  i 
hearing  of  their  jcdcea,  talk  and  linging. 
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Food  :  It  ii  cnliivated  in  j^reat  quaotiti««i  but  the  labatir  id  rouiohc' 
tore  is,  an  you  juHtly  observe,  very  coDiiidenble.  Serera]  attempU 
have  beet)  inaila  to  lesaeu  (be  laboar,  by  vsrioua  kinds  of  mncbinery. 
On  three  estates,  the  proprietors  bave  erected  small  water  mills  for 
reducing  tbe  root  to  a  pulp,  tiDd  I  bave  been  endeavouring  to  get  a 
small  apparatus  attached  to  the  mill  tliat  grind)>  the  sugar  ranes  ;  but 
HB  this  can  oiily  be  done  in  certain  situations,  the  machines  you  pro- 
pose will  BiiAwer  the  purpose  eicremely  well,  especially  among  the 
numerous  small  settlers  in  the  wooih  and  monntains,  who  raise 
auch  quantities  of  rossada,  and  to  whom  a  cheap  machine  of  (bis 
kind  will  be  moat  useful.  I  have  therefore  strongly  recommended 
it,  and  bave  sent  home  for  two,  and,  when  ihey  are  put  in  use,  and 
maite  known,  others  will  supply  themselves.  1  have  also  onlered  a 
,  {^rubber  and  revolving  harrow  •  by  way  of  experiment ;  but  I  fear 

thai  tbe  causes  1  have  menlione<I,  of  the  tenacity  of  the  soil  in  wet 
I  weather,  and  excessive  hardness  in  the  dry  season,  will  prevent  tbe 

I  general  use  of  those  instromenis,  which,  in  different  rir<'umsiance«, 

I  would  be  so  proper.     I  shall  take  special  care  to  pay  strict  attention 

[  to  your  suggestions  regarding  the  improvement  in  boiling  sugar,  an<l 

!  distilling  mm  ;  next  to  the  cnltivatiou  of  the  soil,  two  of  ihe  most  im- 

I  portant  objecta  of  a  pUoler'a  attention.     They  rear  a  number  of  cat* 

I  tie  in  this  iaiand,  sufficient  to  supply  themselves ;  and  Colonel  Hn- 
'  milton,  late  Secretary  to  the  Highland  Society,  has  establixhed  a  re- 
gular traffic  in  cattle,  horves  and  mules,  by  means  of  sienm  vessels. 

II  between  the  Spanish  Main,  and  Trinidad,  and  other  islands.  He 
hai  sent  me  a  very  beautiful  jet  black  stalliou,  which  I  think  will  im- 
prove the  breed  in  this  island ;  and  I  have  requested  of  General  Pon- 
•onby,  the  Governor  of  Malta,  and  Major  Mackay,  (of  Reay,)  to 
send  two  male  and  two  female  asses  of  the  Maltese  breed,  the  largest 
and  finest  in  the  world.  A  planter  of  the  name  of  De  Bretle,  in 
this  island,  intends  to  keep  thirty  brood  mares,  for  horses  and  mules." 

"  Now,  my  dear  and  pairiutiu  Sir,  you  nee  how  much  I  benefit  by 
reading  your  works,  and  bow  anxious  1  am  to  follow  the  plans  you 
sujrti:est.  and  to  make  mywif  tiseful  in  tlie  station  and  duties  where 
his  .Majeity  has  placed  m<! ;  and  I  hope  that  the  account  received  of 
me,  will  bo  such  as  will  not  cause  you,  and  tbe  Karl  of  Glasgow, 
and  the  great  body  of  my  kind  frienJs,  who  did  me  so  much  honour 
un  leaving  my  native  country,  to  tliink  that  they  have  not  been  mis- 
taken.     Had  no  olber  niolive  or  consideratioti  existed,  that  of  itself 

■c  two  inunimenl)  would  bi 
n'nl  titengtii  of  Ci 
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is  nifficieuC  cbuh  Tor  eiertion,  awl  U>  proi-«  myBcIf  dearrving  of  ihe 
boaonr  you  did  me  on  ibnt  day.  Then  is  a  fine  field  for  ioqirora* 
nient  in  diis  island,  if  there  waa  money;  bat  no  coluny  has  suffend 
HI)  iimcli  duriug  the  last  var ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  intlostiy  of  tbe 
(jeopte,  the  conntry  would  be  ruined  and  waste.  1  mh  now  Mlempt- 
iiig  to  revive  the  npirils  of  the  people,  and  to  promote  improvemenla; 
and  they  are  certainly  most  williog  and  dbedieut.  Indeed,  1  an 
quite  Burprised  at  the  deference  and  respect  thoy  nbow  to  my  ofH' 
uiooR,  and  the  cbeerfalDesa  willi  nbich  they  adopt  ray  anggieatMMH, 
and  follow  up  my  plans  of  improveineat,  so  far  art  their  Uinitcd  mewN 
)in<l  former  loesea  will  admit.  Eleven  churcbea  were  baml  by  tbe 
Uepublicans.  Tliey  were  handsome  and  Wf^ll  l>Dilt.  Gcnersl  L»- 
borie,  a  Trench  Engineer  and  Governor,  from  1783  till  Uie  Rerols- 
tion,  opened  a  road  round  tbe  island  147  niJIea.  It  lias  been  uUally 
negloct«d  since  the  year  1700,  and  there  wai  iiat  a  mile  of  cart  ro*d, 
ur  a  atone  brid^te  in  the  conotry,  exeept  where  prvprietora  iu  bobb 
placet  made  roads  to  carry  tlieir  augur  to  the  sea  side." 

"  I  commenced  five  months  ago.  A  coosiderable  sam  bits  beea 
collected  fur  building  Protestant  and  Catholic  cliurches.  Roaib  ant 
repairing  in  all  direclioas.  Six  malleable  iron  bri^ea  are  ordefMl 
from  home,  and  as  many  mure  next  year.  A  nenr  wbatf  baa  be«B 
contracted  fur,  and  to  be  finisbed  in  six  montha.  Tboogb  &eqnauil)p 
deluged  with  rain,  there  is  no  good  water  near  Castriee-  t^pei  for 
condocting  spring  water  are  sent  for.  One  jail  is  to  be  enlacf^ 
»nd  a  new  one  musit  be  built  in  a  part  of  the  island,  where,  till  late- 
ly, there  was  no  call  for  any  restraint  or  pnnishment.  The  poot 
people  were  quiet,  and  contented,  and  obedient." 

"  Three  new  beneficial  laws  have  been  passed,  and  1  va  soon  la 
commence  on  a  new  criminni  code.  1  find  my  auper&cial  know- 
ledge of  t)ie  Scotch  law,  and  of  the  forms  and  practice  of  our  ConrM. 
of  great  use,  for  the  similarity  between  the  laws  of  France  and  Scat- 
land  is  remarkable.  Indeed,  the  forms  of  process  and  all  proceed- 
ings have  the  aamc  fuundation,  that  is,  in  the  civil  law.  Tha  crimi- 
iial  laws  are  quite  different,  and  must  be  completely  changed.  Tbay 
are  to  be  the  same  as  iu  Scotland, — a  jury  of  fifteen,  and  a  majority 
to  caiTy  ;  and  thna  to  avoid  the  absurdity  of  cumpeUin^  tvelve  mea 
to  swear  that  they  are  of  one  opinion,  whether  tliey  ore  so  or  not.' 

"  Did  I  not  know  well  the  warm  interest  you  take  in  eTery  thiag 
rliat  tends  to  improvement  of  every  kind,  I  would  not  give  yoti  snd) 
a  detail  as  this,  which  only  such  as  you  would  take  tile  troi^ile  t« 
read.  But  when  1  have  given  yon  this  detail,  I  beg  leave  to  add  ■ 
request,  that  you  will  favour  Die  with  such  raggeatioBa  aa  yon  n 
M.-e  necessary,  to  lirip  mc  ihjouali  my  present  ol)ip.cta  and  ardm 
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uiiilerUkiDga, — knlnoiu  only  fur  want  of  men  u<l  mouey  ;  fur  witL 
H  reduced  populHtioa,  Bud  thoKe  wtu>  remaio,  id  f^mparatirely  redn- 
ccd  ciruumaUnces,  to  carry  oq  public  works,  aad  exp«-n»iTe  improve- 
ment!!, ii  no  easy  matter. " 

"  1  Ikave  made  your  work  on  lou^evity  known  to  numlien  berc. 
Providence  ia  kiod  to  tile  people  in  making  lliem  ■ppareatly  iodiffer- 
ent  about  life.  Though  frequently  enbjeci  to  ilie  sudden  ntutrks  of 
i)ie  moal  fntal  diseasex,  people  lan|i;li,  and  talk,  and  drink,  and  eat, 
aiid  dance,  as  if  tliey  had  nothing  to  dread ;  and  not  only  unnecewH- 
rily  expose  tbemaeWeft  to  duDgnr,  but  lake  no  precaution  to  prerent 
bicknesa.  And  strange  as  it  apjieara.  »uch  books  as  yoors  will  b« 
read  with  more  attention  and  beiieiit  at  home,  tljun  in  this  compara- 
lively  unhealthy  climate." 

"  The  gani»on  is  remarkkbly  bealthy  at  prest^nt ;  no  officer  aick 
liDt  myself,  since  1  canin  in  Jaiinary.  Myself  and  all  luy  tervant* 
bad  »  violeni  allark  of  fever,  but  all  recovered.  The  climate  wan 
different  when  1  was  liere  in  1706.  Ttw  Slst  Uegimeut  loet  Colonel 
Adam  Hay  and  Roboit  Arbuthnol,  boUi,  I  believe,  bmo  Ediuhnr^gb, 
21  officers,  and  738  suldiera,  between  tlw  14tb  of  May  and  ilia  ^d  of 
December ;  and  Colonel  Drummoud,  brother  of  Lord  Strathallan, 
2S  officers,  and  691  men  of  tb«  27lh  Ue^meot.  died  in  eight 
mouths.  If  I  cookl  recommend  this  climate,  what  deligbtful  retreats 
would  the  beautifd  glens  and  hills  ia  this  iaiand  make  for  ihoutaadn 
of  our  Hiiihlanders  ?  The  fields,  once  iu  high  cultivation,  but  now 
abandoned,  would  produce  an  much  cassada  as  wouUl  support  ten 
perions  per  acre  ;  so  thai,  with  a  lew  acres  for  each  family,  they 
might  live  in  eaoe  and  independence,  if  the  climate  permitted  *." 


N«.  V. 

AI-UORISMS,  MOKAL  AND  POLITICAL, 
JJjl  TSomaM  WalKM,  Bp.  of  Vai^aff. 
\Tht  nniiir  at  tie  aidofeacli  Aphorum,  nfm  la  iJie  paga  im  tlit  colamt.] 
1.   No  solid  reason  ran  be  p^^n,  why  any  man  shunld  derive  ho- 
nour or  infamy,  from  the  station  which  his  ancestors  filled  in  civil  so- 
ciety.— 3, 

■  Writii^  a*  to  bcalth  sihI  ioagetity,  I  nuy  mtBliOD,  ihit  in  lb<  neighbour. 
ing  itluul  of  Si  Vinccw't,  in  tij^t  of  this,  Mr  UolKit  Cardan,  aged  fli,  wul 
^2  yvan  in  ilte  W«(  Indies ;  Mr  Daniel  Macdowall,  ili  ftun,  i5  of  which  in 
SlVlneem'si  Dr  Uro»n,  T^i  Di  Melville,  71 ;  ftir  WiUiun  Hcpbum.  Ti; 
Mr  J,  Nicbolli,  G9,  oil  died  in  that  itluul  «nce  die  In  July  ia^i.  Widi  sll 
«  gentlemen  I  wu  ncll  acquoliilcd  ttlien  in  iit  ViDnol's  duriug  the  Caraib 
ntTfff. 
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8.  Ensmnty  in  his  little  trealiaey  entitled,  "  Antt-buteromm,'* 
says  that  the  aafety  of  estates  depends  i^Km  three  thingSy — npoa  a 
proper  or  improper  edncation  of  the  prince,  npon  public  pivacfaen, 
and  npon  schoolmasters ;  and  he  might  with  equal  reason  have  add- 
ed, npon  mothos ;  for  the  care  of  the  mother  precedes  that  of  the 
schoolmaster,  and  may  stamp  npon  the  rasa  taimla  of  the  infimt  mind, 
diaracten  oi  Tirtne  and  religion  which  no  time  can  effiioe. — 14. 

3.  Onr  opinions  on  many  important  subjects  are  formed  as  moch 
on  prejadice  as  reason ;  and  when  an  opinion  is  once  taken  np,  it  is 
seldom  changed,  especially  in  matters  not  admitting  any  caritmon  of 
certainty. — 22. 

4.  In  all  seminaries  of  education,  relaxation  of  discipline  begins 
with  the  seniors  of  the  society. — 36. 

5.  Great  are  the  public  evils,  and  little  the  private  comforts  at- 
tending interested  marriages ;  when  they  become  general,  they  not 
only  portend,  but  bring  on  a  nation's  ruin. — i5. 

6.  Books  never  made  a  great  statesman ;  and  business  has  made 
many;  yet  books  and  business,  combined  together,  are  the  most 
likely  to  enlarge  the  understanding,  and  to  complete  that  character. 
—80. 

7.  The  bulk  of  mankind  is  ever  more  the  creature  of  prejudice 
than  of  reason. — 92. 

8.  The  Clergy  have  a  professional  bias  to  support  the  powers  that 
are,  be  they  what  they  may ;  but  this  bias  may  proceed  as  mudi, 
from  the  moderation  and  forbearance  inculcated  by  the  general  ten- 
dency of  their  studies,  as  from  the  more  obvious  imputation  of  in- 
terested motives. — 93. 

9.  I  look  upon  the  improvement  of  the  understanding,  by  a  free 
communication  of  sentiments,  with  a  candid  and  intelligent  friend,  as 
one  of  the  greatest  blessings  on  this  side  of  the  grave. — 106. 

1 0.  It  is  better  to  bask  in  the  sun,  and  suck  a  fortuitous  main- 
tenance from  the  scanty  drippings  of  the  most  barren  rock  in  Swit- 
zerland, with  freedom  for  our  friend,  than  to  fatten  as  a  slave,  at  the 
most  luxurious  table  of  the  greatest  despot  on  the  globe. 122. 


II.  A  toiler  Rtiacliment  to  theoretic  principlea  of  iwlkifsl  imtli 
cuinot  be  an  improper  ingredient  in  a  social  character,  either  in  this 
world  or  in  the  next. — 123. 


12.  Every  syiicm  of  public  admin istrai ion.  carried  on  by  means 
of  parliamentary  cormption,  however  sanctioned  by  time,  precedent 
or  authority,  a  absolutely  uDJuHtifiabJe  upon  every  principle  of  good 
sense,  and  sound  policy  ;  and  is  as  dishonourable  to  the  upright  in- 
tentions of  the  Crown,  as  it  is  burdensome  to  the  property,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberty  of  the  people. — 137. 


13.  A  Minister  would  want  comtDon  flense,  to  run  any  ri^k  ir 
king  upon  himself  responsibility  for  obnoxious  i: 
(■oold  secure  the  consent  of  Parliament  t«  almost  s 
might  propose. 

14.  Wealth  and  power  are  but  secondary  objects  of  pursuit  to  a 
thinking  man,  especially  to  a  thinking  Christian — 154. 

15.  To  forget  all  benefiu.  and  to  conceal  the  remembrance  of  all 
injuries,  are  maxims  by  which  political  men  lose  their  honour,  but 
make  their  fortunes 173, 


1().  It  is  a  great  happiness  in  oar  Constitution,  that  when  the 
ariHiocrHiic  parlies  in  the  Honses  of  Parliament,  flagrantly  deviate 
from  principles  of  honour,  there  is  integrity  enough  still  remaining  in 
the  mass  of  the  people,  to  counteract  the  mischief  of  such  setGahness 
orambition — 17+. 


IT.  Ho  change  ought  ever  to  be  made  in  (juiet  lime«,  till  the  uti- 
lity of  the  change  was  generally  acknowledged. — 175. 

18.  The  mode  of  governing  by  influence,  is  a  dangerous  and  dis- 
graceful mode:  disgraceful  to  those  over  whom  it  it  is  exerted,  am) 
dangerous  to  the  commonweal,  inasmuch  as  it  takes  away  all  re- 
sponsibility. When  a  Minister  can  nanctiou  every  obnoxious  mea- 
sure by  n  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  screens  himfM-lffrom  all 
future  cei^sure,  by  making  thoHe  who  ought  to  be  bis 
takers  of  his  misdemeanours. — 205. 


19.  The  voice  of  the  people,  whenever  it  can  be  clearly  known,  i 
mid  ought  lo  be,  -upreine  in  the  Siste. — 210, 
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-  90.  Wkoever  is  afiraid  of  tabmittiBg  mf  qnwrtion,  civil  or  irii- 
giovay  to  tbe  teal  of  free  dMCuasioiiy  is  more  in  lore  with  bis  owa  opi* 
nion  than  with  truth. — 207. 

21.  Mdioat  aone  effeetaal  atop  being  put  to  aha  inrrnaeiny  ia- 
ineaoe  of  the  execative»  over  the  legialatiFe  part  of  the  CoiialitotiDB» 
the  liberty  of  Britain  nmt  expire  as  that  of  Roaae  did.     Thm 
of  the  Constitation  will  remain, — ^iu  aabatanoe  will  exiaa  no  mu 
228. 

22.  He  who  examines  only  one  side  of  a  qaeation,  and  gives  loi 
jadgaaan^  givea  it  improperly,  though  be  auy  be  on  tbo  r^t  side. 
But  he  who  examines  both  sides,  and  after  his  exaaaination  gireaUi 
assent  to  neither,  may  surely  be  pardoned  this  suspension  of  judg- 
ment, for  it  is  safer  to  continue  in  doubt  than  to  decide  amiaa. — 227. 


28.  Every  man  should  contribute  his  due  proportion  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  ministers  of  religion,  (for  no  State  con  snhaist  with- 
out some  religion) ;  and  a  Christian  State  should  allow  a  co-eatabliib« 
ment  of  the  different  sects  of  Christians,  that  cacb  individoal 
have  an  opportunity  of  freqnendng  his  oam  place  of  woiabip, 
out  being  burdened  by  any  additional  payment  to  bia  own 
exclusive  of  what  he  paid  to  the  minister  established  by  the  Statew— 
245. 

24.  The  revenue  raised  by  the  authority  of  the  State  from  all  its 
sul^cts,  for  the  express  purpose  of  instructing  all  in  religion,  is  ua- 
justly  expended  in  instructing  a  small  part  of  the  whole. — 251. 

25.  Every  man  ought  to  obey,  not  government,  but  bia  c<mscience, 
in  his  mode  of  worshipping  God. 

26.  When  numbers  of  men  obstruct  the  regular  course  of  law,  and 
overpower  the  ordinary  officers  of  justice,  it  is  right  to  introduce  and 
to  use,  as  long  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  requires  it,  extraordiaary 
ones. 


KVtDENCK  TO  PROVE  THAT  THE  CELEBRATED  AIB,  C«LI.et}  "  GRAM- 
MACHHEE  MOLLT,"  WAS  COMFOSeil  IN  SCOTLAND. 


By  the  Right  Hod.  Sir  Jvhn  Sinclair. 

From  the  very  style  of  the  miuic,  there  'a  every  reason  to  believe 
that  ibis  celebrated  air  wu  composed  in  Scoilaod  ;  for  it  posaesae« 
all  that  teDclHmeM  and  eiuplicity,  hy  which  the  Scottish  «OQgB  are 
!ui  p«>culiarly  OistiDf^iaheil.  That  point,  however,  seeois  now  to  Ire 
i-Elablitlied  beyond  ibe  pouibility  of  doubt,  by  the  evidence  that  waa 
pven  by  a  very  old  man,  Joho  MacJonald,  who  tvaii  born  near  Kiogs- 
bur^b,  in  the  isle  of  Skye,  in  the  year  1726,  and  who,  on  the  20th 
uf  Dei;cmber  1819,  was  about  ninety-three  years  of  age,  when  bo 
i^ave  the  following  evideoce  :  John  Mscdonald  remembers,  when  he 
was  about  twelve  years  old,  baviug  learnt  that  air,  whicli  in  Gaelic  'in 
vailed  "  Mhalic  Cheag  og,"  from  a  native  of  Breadalhane,  who  went 
ahout  singing  songs;  and  lie  recollects  distinctly  Iiaring  heard  that 
air  sang  by  him  an.  1738.  The  tune,  be  was  informed,  was  owing 
i<>  the  following  incident : 

During  King  VViJliam'i  wan  on  the  Continent,  soon  after  the  Re* 
volntiun,  it  was  usual,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  for  both  arntiea 
to  retire  into  winter  qoarters ;  and  numbers,  both  of  ibe  men  and  the 
oflicers,  got  leave  of  absence  lo  go  haine  to  see  their  friends.  Among 
others  who  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege  was  a  young  High- 
land oflii'er,  whose  reiationa  lived  in  llic  upper  parts  of  Perthshire. 
Me  vititieil  about  in  that  district,  and  entertained  his  friends  hy  talk- 
ing about  the  battles  in  which  he  liad  fought,  and  the  wonderful 
events  he  had  witnessed :  and  he  ever)'  where  net  with  the  most 
cardial  reception.  He  was  at  last  iuvited  to  the  boose  of  a  gentle- 
man, who  bail  an  only  daughter,  whose  beauty  was  ibc  nnivenal 
theme  of  admiration.  He  there  recorded  his  martial  feats,  which 
made  an  iraprcssion  on  tlie  young  lady ;  which  the  gallant  utldier  soon 
[lerceiveil,  and  he  contrived  to  settle  a  plan  with  her,  for  their  eloping 
t<^l)ier  at  uiilnigbi.  They  got  off  unperceived ;  and  having  tra- 
velled sevenil  miles,  tbcy  at  last  came  to  an  um,  where  tliey  tltoogbt 
they  migtit  refresh  tlvemselves  in  safety.  'I'lu!  enraged  father,  however, 
as  soon  as  he  lind  discovered  his  liaughter's  tlight,  assembled  his  men, 
mid  pursui'd  them  with  such  sjweil  ntiil  eagerness,  thai  he  overtook 
iliem  soon  atier  ihey  got  into  the  inu.    Tlie  lover,  though  he  had  no- 
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body  to  Bappoit  him,  yet  was  deteimined  not  to  yield  up  his  miatrai ; 
aad  being  well  aimed,  and  an  excellent  Bwordsmaiiy  he  reaolTed  toie- 
aist  any  attack  made  upon  him.  When  the  party  parraing  entered 
the  inn,  his  mistress  ran  for  protection  behind  him ;  nnd  when  he 
was  defending  himself  and  her  with  his  sword,  which  was  a  rery  heavy 
one,  and  loaded  with  what  is  called  a  steel-apple,  (in  Gaelic  **  Uag- 
hal  an  a  chlaibh)  *,  in  preparing  for  giving  a  deadly  stroke,  the 
point  of  his  sword  accidentally  struck  his  mistress,  then  behind  him, 
so  violent  a  blow,  that  she  instantly  expired  at  his  feet. 

Upon  seeing  what  had  happened,  he  immediately  snrrendered  him- 
self, saying,  *^  That  he  did  not  wish  to  live^  his  earMy  treasure 
being  pane"  When  in  prison,  he  composed  both  the  air  and  the 
words ;  and  the  dreadful  scene  he  had  just  witnessed,  and  of  which 
he  was  the  sole  cause,  would  naturally  call  forth,  in  an  ardent  mind, 
the  most  melancholy  efinsions  of  music  and  of  poetry.  He  was  exe- 
cuted the  next  day. 

These  events  happened  a  number  of  years  before  John  Macdonaki 
first  heard  the  air  sung  in  the  isle  of  Skye,  which  was  in  the  year  I7S8. 
They  are  said  to  have  taken  place  in  the  wars  after  the  ReTolution ; 
and  this  circumstance  is  alluded  to  in  the  well-known  line,  **  Will 
you  go  to  Flanders  my  Molly,  O  ?" 

This  account  was  drawn  up  by  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  Bart,  from  the  evidence  given  by  the  said  aged  man,  Jobo 
Macdonald,  in  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  on  the  20th  of  December 
1819. 


No.  VII. 


In  looking  over  some  old  papers,  I  found  the  subjoined.  It  ^ives 
a  curious  account  of  a  most  interesting  political  event,  and  seems  to 
have  been  drawn  up  by  a  person  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
transactions  to  which  it  relates.  There  may  be  some  mistakes  in  it ; 
but  in  the  main,  it  is  probably  true. 

*  The  steeUapple  was  a  piece  of  steel,  that  ran  on  a  wheel  from  the  hilt  to 
the  top,  and  gave  great  additional  force  to  the  stroke  when  it  came  down  to  the 
point.  John  Macdonald,  many  years  ago,  saw  one  of  these  swords  at  Lord 
Macdonald's  house  at  Mugstedt  The  circumstance  of  the  steel^pple  is  a 
strong  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  the  story,  as  it  must  have  greatly  added  to  the 
weight  of  the  blow  given  by  the  sv/ord,  and  consequently  accounts  for  the  fatal 
catastrophe. 
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E¥  ACCOUNT 

af  T 

E   CIRCUMSTANCES  WHICH    PBODITCBD    T 

KRTHRUW  O 

MR 

Pitt's  ADMiNtsTtuTioN,  in  march  IHOl 

It  is  well  known  iliat  Mr  Pill  had  coniplrtely  failed  in  (-Ifecuug  a 
union  wiih  Ireland,  tbe  first  time  tie  attemptetl  to  carry  tlirough  tliat 
ineusure,  and  had  quarrelled  with  Mr  Finter  the  Speaker,  Sir  John 
Parncll,  anil  iwveral  of  the  leading  nieii  of  busineM  iu  that  coanlry, 
whii-fa  rendered  the  uicccsi  of  a  second  attempt  extremely  doubtfal. 
Conaidering,  hoiverer,  liis  honour  implicated  in  it,  and  liBviii|;  been 
accused  of  rasbneaa  in  making,  or  timidity  in  relinquishing  tbe  attempt, 
he  determined  to  accompliiih  it,  cost  what  it  would,  and  not  to  heti- 
late  about  Ifie  lermi,  provided  he  could  carry  his  point.  Hence,  in 
addition  to  llic  ino«t  profuse,  varied,  and  extensive  system  of  corrup- 
tion  ecer  heard  of,  he  was  Jnduceil  to  agree,  that  the  members  for 
Ireland  should  be  increased,  from  60,  (the  number  originally  intend- 
ed,) to  IIK).  The  representations  of  bis  old  friends,  the  Yorkshire 
mannfaciurera,  vrert.'  treated  with  little  ceremony  or  respect ; — and  at 
EaKI  it  was  found  necessary,  to  hold  odi  bopet  of  emancipation  to  the 
Catholics,  though  no  positive  pledge  was  given  to  tbem. 

It  is  much  disputed,  whether  this  underetaniling  with  the  Catho- 
lics, WHS  kuown  to  the  King,  or  to  t)ie  Cabinet  in  general ;  but  Mr 
Pitt,  Lord  Comwallis,  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  considered  themscWe* 
HO  far  pledged  to  it,  and  the  measure  in  itaelf  so  necemary  for  the 
preservation  of  Ireland,  that  Mr  Pitt  insisted,  that  a  recommendation 
to  that  effect  sliuuld  be  inserted  in  his  Majesty's  first  speech  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  To  this  the  KinK  would  not  agree;  and  the 
dispQies  about  it,  occasioned  that  delay  in  the  as«embliiig  of  the  two 
Houseti,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  which  seemed 
so  unaccountable. 

There  wan,  at  ihe  same  time,  a  great  jealousy  among  the  Irish 
statesmen,  for  the  patron^e  of  their  own  country.  Lord  Clare  and 
Mr  lieresford  wanted  to  get  rid  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  who,  they 
found,  had  more  infiuence  with  .Mr  Pitt  tlian  they  had;  and  being 
accustomed  to  intrigues,  they  contrived,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Arcliliithop  of  Canterbury,  (Lord  Auckland's  brother-in-law),  and 
others,  to  blow  Dp  the  llanie.  Tlieir  object  was,  partly  to  shake 
Lord  Castlereagh 's  power,  and  partly  to  get  rid  of  the  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, which  they  conaideretl  to  be  a  dangerous  mesRure.  These 
intrigues,  also,  were  much  aided  by  Lord  Liverpool,  in  hopes  that  it 
would  bring  forward  his  favourite  son.  Lord  Hawkesbury.  Mr  Pitt, 
therefore,  found  a  much  greater  resistance  to  his  proposal  of  emiind- 
pBtion  than  he  had  at  all  anticipated ;  and  being  unaccustomed  to 
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eil,  lie  tlioilght. 
the  best  moclE  of  obtaining  bis  object  n-ould  be,  to  tbr«at«a  to  ip 
bis  resi^atioQ,  little  dreaming  that  it  waold  ever  l>e  ar«^| 
The  King,  however,  had  made  it  a  maiter  of  conscieRr«  tu  re 
meaanre,  and  liad  eren  canrasaed  Bpveral  membfrs  of  both  Ht 
oppose  it  in  Parliament,  that  bo  might  not  be  tuidpr  the  drut^ 
neceaaity  of  ^ving  it  the  royal  negative,  vhich  he  haiil  reaolT«d  on,  X 
the  bill  had  passed  botlj  Honses.  In  rain  Mr  Secrotnry  Dandu  m- 
dearonred  to  convince  him,  that  it  was  not  coDtrsry  to  hts  conii»- 
lion  oath.  His  answer  wafi,  "  that  he  wanted  none  of  fiis  Scoirh  t^ 
phiatry,  and  that  it  was  better  for  bira  to  change  hjs  iniDtalen>.  thai 
his  religion."  Other  rauies  may  have  contributed  to  eoor  the  King^* 
mind,  and  to  sow  disseniioDH  in  tbc  Cabinet:  but  bad  it  nut  been  for 
the  Catholic  question,  they  would  nev^r  Iibvp  gone  to  any  urvat  ex- 
tremity. 

Mr  Pitt  and  his  friends  bad  deueived  themselves  with  an  apinion, 
that  the  King  would  never  he  able  to  form  an  administration,  with- 
out  either  them,  or  the  opposition,  who  were  as  much  pledged  to  the 
Catholic  emancipation  as  themselves ;  and  they  w«re  pretty  sure,  that 
be  could  not  bear  the  iilea.  of  bringing  Mr  Charleo  Fox  into  power. 
Jlut  bis  Majesty  bad  seen,  of  late,  &  good  deal  of  Mr  I  leniy  Adding- 
ton  ;  and  having  fonned  a  very  high  opiuion  both  of  his  character  md 
ttlents,  be  sent  for  him  to  Buckingham- House,  with  a  view,  as  Mr 
Pitt  and  Mr  Addington  supposed,  that  the  latter  might  act  aa  a  me- 
diator to  reconcile  all  differences  ;  hot  to  Mr  A<ldiiii>tun'a  ntter  as- 
toDishment,  bis  Majesty  positively  insisted  on  bis  accepting'  tlie  office 
of  Prime  Minister,  an  ofTer  which  at  first  he  certainly  declined,  ud 
at  last  reluctantly  agreed  to,  only  under  ibis  condition,  tlist  th«  pba, 
wlien  communicated  to  Mr  Pitt,  shonld  meat  with  his  concurr«iie« 
and  support.  This  Mr  Pitt  was  obliged  to  promise,  tbongh,  it  is  mid, 
with  a  very  bad  grace,  as  the  proposal  was  entirely  nnlooked  for. 
Trusting,  however,  that  the  matter  might  yet  be  made  up,  m  thtt 
■ome  accident  might  still  happen,  favonrable  to  his  remaiaine  in  of- 
fice, he  suggested  the  propriety  of  his  opening  the  budget,  and  carry- 
ing through  the  tax  bills,  previous  to  his  reeignatioo  ;  and  m  he  had 
prepared  all  the  steps  necessary  fur  that  purpose,  and  aa  it  was  not  a 
rery  agreeable  business  to  undertake,  Mr  Addington   very  readtlr 

The  unexpected  illness  of  the  King  bad  nearly  accomplisbed  wIm 
Mr  Pitt  ha<l  reslly  aimed  at  by  tlie  delay  ;  and  a  regency  was  at  OIM 
time  in  contemplation,  in  which  he  was  to  have  held  a  Tery  canspi- 
cvDoe  place ;  but  the  King's  complete  recovery  put  aa  end  to  i 
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those  delusive  liopm,  and  he  woi  ni 
tflntly,  to  reai^n  bis  nituuion. 

It  may  at  firet  sight  seem  unBcronntable,  how  tb«  whole  frame  of 
Rtlrainistraiion  should  hHve  bpen  broken  to  [licccN  and  dt!>tolvMl, 
merely  by  the  Hptation  of  the  Catholio  question.  But  even  stnaH 
raDseH  sometimes  produce  the  tnoit  important  efFecis ;  and  queatioiix 
of  little  real  momeat,  (as  a  trifling  duly  on  tea  in  America,  Hic.)  mRy 
ocranion  the  mast  nnlooked-for  revahtttooB.  It  is  well  known  also, 
tliat  Lord  Spencer,  whoae  sopport  gave  such  additional  atren^ili  to 
government,  had  ofteo  expressed  a  desire  to  retire,  anil  he  became 
extremely  anxioas  to  relinqaish  his  official  siluatiua  when  tliere  was 
mn  opening  fur  it.  Lord  Grenville  al»o,  had  aeTetiil  times  hinted, 
that  he  should  be  glad  to  retnm  to  his  liteiuy  occnpations,  and  to 
private  life ;  and  even  Mr  Dunclaa  found  bis  zeal  for  public  employ- 
laent  much  abated,  by  the  ntate  of  his  healtli.  The  Duke  of  Port- 
land and  Lord  Loughborough,  supported  the  King  in  the  queation  of 
emancipation,  and  intended  to  remain  in  their  former  siiualions,  in 
which,  however,  they  were  altimalely  disappointed ;  and  when  a 
change  came  to  be  inevitable,  Mr  l^tt  naturally  thought,  that  it  was 
much  more  for  his  interest,  to  have  an  old  friend  in  power,  than  a 
number  of  inveterate  enemies,  from  whose  inquiries  into  the  transac- 
tions of  hia  ndminisiraiion,  he  had  little  to  expect,  but  vcxalious  re- 

Hulls. 

It  is  impossible  to  foresee,  what  will  be  the  effect  of  ihe  changes 
wliirh  have  taken  place.  Much  will  depend  on  tlie  chapter  of  acci- 
dents. If  the  new  Ministetv  make  peace,  they  certainly  lony  stand 
their  ground  ;  but  if  the  war  continues,  and  it  is  nnsnccessful.  it  will 
give  oppoailion  a  better  prospect  of  success  than  they  have  hilhertn 
enjoyeil.  It  is  very  improbable,  that  the  new  and  the  old  Ministers 
can  long  continue  cordial  friends.  The  support  of  the  old,  depends 
upon  the  members  of  the  new  administration  adopiingtheirmeaBores, 
and  following  their  plans,  which  is  too  degrading  a  situaUon  for  men 
of  any  spirit  long  to  remain  in  ;  and  which  it  is  not  very  probable 
they  can  seriously  resolve  on,  after  tliey  have  had  an  opporiuoity  of 
examining  the  real  stale  of  the  country,  and  have  seen  the  careless- 
ness and  want  of  energy,  with  which  the  affaiis  of  the  nation  have  so 
unfortunately  conducted. 

TIjus  terminated  the  administration  of  the  Right  Honourable  Wil- 


liam Pitt,  at  a  ti 


n  he  seemed  to  be  so  rivetted  in  power. 


that 


nothing  was  likely  lo  overturn  him.  It  is  a  singular  circumslance, 
that  the  union  with  Ireland,  which  be  thought  would  have  confirmed 
him  in  office,  should  have  been  the  immediate  cause  of  hia  removal, 
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and  that  the  queBtion  of  **  Catholic  Emancipationy**  which  he 
Tered  in  bringing  forward,  shonld  have  been  the  means  €^ema$§dpa' 
Ung  these  kinffdonUf  from  a  government  that  had  become  extremdy 
tjrrannical  in  its  proceedings,  and  was  pecoliarljr  diBlinguished  bj  its 
extravagance,  and  a  waste  of  the  national  resources. 
His  enemies  exclaimed  in  the  words  of  the  poet. 


Qjuod  ofitanti  diviim  piomittere  Bemo 


Auderet,  volvenda  dies  en  attulit  ultro. 
Loodon,  Bfarch  I80I. 


HINTS  AS  TO  AUTOGRAPHS. 

Bi/  (At  RiglU  homiirablt  Sir  John  Sindair,  Bart. 


An  interest  U  certainly  excited,  by  examining  the  manner 
in  which  persons  distingiiisheil  for  rank,  science,  or  talent, 
subscribe  their  names ;  and  hence  the  anxiety  felt  by  num- 
bers for  collecting  franks.  Some,  indeed,  have  undertaken 
to  judge  of  the  cliaracter  of  an  individual,  from  his  sub- 
scription ;  but  to  any  general  rule  for  that  purpose,  tliere  must 
he  numerous  exceptions.  Some  take  a  pleasure  in  the  beauty 
or  i>eatness  of  Iheir  signature  ;  white  others,  for  tlie  purpose 
of  preventing  forgery,  ornament  their  names  with  such  fan- 
tastic flourishes,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  make  them  out. 
It  is,  however,  singular,  that  the  plainest  hands  are  tliose 
which  it  is  most  difficult  to  imitate. 

It  is  a  common,  but  very  ill-judged  practice,  to  contract 
the  Christian  name.  In  questions  before  &  court  of  justice, 
it  may  sometimes  be  difficult,  where  tliat  mode  is  adopted, 
to  prove  the  identity  of  a  person,  either  subscribing  a  deed, 
or  witnessing  tlie  signature.  J.  Sinclair,  for  instance,  might 
be  John,  James,  Joseph,  or  Jacob  Sinclair ;  and  as  in  the 
course  of  any  action  at  Liw,  all  doubt  respecting  the  person 
who  actually  signed  or  witnessed  a  deed  must  be  removed, 
additional  evidence  may  be  required  to  identify  the  signature. 

Not  long  ago,  it  u'as  extremely  tiishionable  to  collect  auto- 
graphs ;  and  a  Mend  of  mine,  knowing  the  extensive  corre- 
tipondence  I  carried  on,  came  all  the  way  from  Brighton  to 
Edinburgh,  on  purpose  to  get  as  many  signatures  as  I  could 
spare.     As  it  is  at  least  a  harmless  object,  and  as  I  was  first 
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led  to  arrange  my  voluminous  correspondence  by  an  applica- 
tion for  autographs,  I  am  thence  induced,  to  indulge  such  of 
my  readers  as  have  engaged  in  that  pursuit,  with  one  hun- 
dred signatures,  lithographically  printed. 

There  is,  in  the  Edinburgh  Literary  Journal,  (No.  ^ 
May  23.  1829),  a  paper  upon  autographs,  in  which  that  sub- 
ject is  discuissed  with  much  ability.  After  6otae  general  ob- 
servations on  the  art  of  writing,  it  is  remarked,  that  were  hand- 
writing studied  as  a  science,  it  might  furnish  some  interest- 
ing discoveries  into  the  character  of  the  writer.  It  proceeds  to 
observe,  tiiat  there  is  a  decided  difference  between  the  hagut 
writing  of  females  and  of  males,  though  both  are  taught  by 
the  same  masters,  and  according  to  the  same  rules ;  the  leid^ 
ing  feature  of  the  former  being  feminine  delicacy ;  and  rf 
the  latter  masculine  vigour.  There  is  necessarily  a  material 
difference  between  the  signature  of  the  same  person,  when  ke 
writes  in  a  gay  and  careless  mood,  or  under  the  influence  of 
strong  passions.  It  is  likewise  remarked,  that  the  handwri- 
ting of  a  young,  and  of  an  old  person,  may  always  be  distm- 
guished. 

This  paper  in  the  Journal,  is  accompanied  by  <<  forty- 
three"  autographs  of  celebrated  authors ;  and  it  is  there  con- 
tended, that  with  two  exceptions,  there  is  something  in  all  <rf 
them,  which  more  or  less  indicates  the  character  of  their  re- 
spective authors. 
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NOTE. 

The  Author  regrets  much  to  find  that  in  the  narra^ 
tive  of  the  singuhir  train  of  circumstances  connected  with 
Mr.  Windham's  Excursion  to  Scotland,  (See  vol.  I.  page 
144,)  there  are  some  mistakes,  which  it  is  proper  to  cor- 
rect. He  is  assurcni,  that  it  was  another  lady,  and  not 
Mrs.  Dick,  who  had  an  interview  with  Messrs.  Burke  and 
Windham,  and  afterwards  with  Lord  Melville.  Indeed, 
Mrs.  Dick  was  then  in  the  East  Indies,  with  her  husband. 
He  also  finds,  that  Doctor  Dick  did  not  owe  his  appoint- 
ment to  Lord  Melville ;  and  that  he  ^^  succeeded  to  Tulli- 
met^^  which  was  a  family  inheritance. 

It  was  owing  to  some  mistake  which  cannot  now  be  ex- 
plained, that  Lord  Melville  had  supposed  that  the  person 
for  whom  he  pnKrured  the  appointment  in  the  East  Indies 
was  Doctor  Dick. — ^Thesc  alterations,  however,  will  very 
little  affect  the  interest  of  the  narrative. 
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